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   Welcome to RM!
Your Principal:  Ms. Alicia Deeny
Grade Level Assistant Principals
 9th Grade:  Ms. Baudry
10th Grade: Mr. Martini
11th Grade: Ms. Wheeler
12th Grade: Mr. Jefferson
IB Magnet: Mr. Jelen



About Me
● 5th Year as Principal at RMHS
● Principal 8 Years at Takoma 

Park Middle School
● 26th Year in MCPS
● Former Spanish Teacher and 

Media Assistant
● RockoRican (Puerto Rican 

raised in Rockville)
● MCPS Grad 

Alicia Morales Deeny



Join the RM PTSA!

Your membership is more than just a donation; it's an 
investment in your child's education and the entire RMHS 
community. You’ll have a collective voice on important 
matters.

The RM PTSA is a volunteer-led organization that supports 
students, staff and families. Our mission is to make every 
child’s potential a reality by engaging and empowering 
families and communities to advocate for all children.

The RM PTSA provides you with access to a PTSA 
newsletter, leadership development, volunteer 
opportunities, insight on school issues and more!

Sign up today for 
2025-2026!

Make a difference for your student - Join today!
www.rmptsa.org 

http://www.rmptsa.org


About Me

● 9th Grade Admin
● 22nd year in Education
● History teacher for 11 years (MS & HS)
● 11th year as an Assistant Principal in 

MCPS-previously at Northwood HS
● Excited to be the 9th Grade Admin again! 

Sara Baudry



About Me

● Magnet Coordinator (Admin for 
magnet students 9/10 and DP 
students 11/12)

● 9th year at RMHS
● Previous social studies teacher

Joe Jelen



About Me

● MYP Coordinator 
● 24th year at RMHS, currently also 

teaching two sections of Honors 
English 9.

● I’ve always taught 9th graders! 
(They’re secretly my favorite)

Molly Clarkson



Focus on literacy and engagement through 
differentiated instruction.  

24-25 School Focus:
RM:  The Place to Be



RM Counseling 
Department

Ms. Phillips
Resource Counselor

(K)

Ms. Anderson 
(G,H, I)

Ms. Chen 
(C, El-Ez)

Mr. Craft 
(P, R)

Ms. LeBright 
(A, Ea-Ek, U, W, X)

Ms. Litten 
(Ben-Bz, L, 

Ma-Maj)

Ms. McKelvey 
(J, N, O, Q, Y, Z)

Ms. Galiano
EML Levels 1 & 2

Mr. Finch
(Ba-Bem, S)

Ms. Johnson
(F, Mak-Mz)

Ms. Fischer
 (D, T, V)



Richard Montgomery Counseling Department
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l Counselors are 
available to help you 
with personal, social, or 
emotional concerns.  
This can be done 
individually, in groups, 
or a referral. 

Co
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/C
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r        Counselors will      
       help guide you     
       through the
       process of self- 
       exploration,      
       career exploration  
       and  college
       applications. 
       Naviance is an
       integral part of 
       this process.
  
      

Counselors will help you 
with your selections of 
courses, study skills, 
academic support.  
They are a person to go 
to for help when you 
are struggling – they 
can refer you to the 
appropriate help. 



Ms. Harris
Pupil Personnel Worker

● Support students and families by addressing 
barriers to academic success and promoting 
positive school experiences. 

● Liaisons, advocates, consultants, and referral 
sources, connecting students and families 
with necessary resources and services. 

Mr. Quiroga
Family Engagement Specialist

● Help create a warm and supportive 
environment for our families and 
to build strong, meaningful 
connections between home and 
school. 



Ms. Amanda Serino
MCPS Social Worker

What is the RM Bridge to Wellness Program?



MCPS SSL Page with Opportunities

Join the RM SSL Listserve for Updates!

Click on the link and select “Join Group”

Planning for the Future
Counseling 

Website

College and 
Career Website

Link to MCPS Graduation 
Requirement Links to Class of 

2026, 2027, 2028, 2029

Requirements for 
Class of 2029

https://montgomerycountymd.galaxydigital.com/need/index?age=&agency_id=&onDate=&distance=&zip=&need_impact_area=&need_init_id=144&cat_id=&meta[]=&meta[]=&meta[]=&q=&allowTeams=&s=1
https://groups.google.com/g/rmhs-counseling?hl=en&pli=1
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rmhs/guidance/
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rmhs/careercenter/
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rmhs/guidance/
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rmhs/guidance/
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rmhs/careercenter/
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rmhs/careercenter/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/graduation-requirements.aspx
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/curriculum/graduation-requirements/graduationataglance_classof2029.pdf
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/curriculum/graduation-requirements/graduationataglance_classof2029.pdf


▪ Students take 7 classes each semester.

▪ Each class is worth ½ credit, and a student must pass                  
the class (with a grade of A, B, C, or D) to receive the credit.

▪ Students must pass English and Math each semester to promote 
to the next grade.

▪ A student should earn 7 credits each year (3.5 credits per 
semester).

▪ Students must earn at least 22 credits to earn a high school 
diploma.

Grades and Credits



Graduation Requirements 
Subject Credits
English/ESOL 4
Social Studies 3 (req. US, NSL, and MWH)

Science 3 (req. 1 Biology, 1 Chemistry, 1 
Physics)

Math 4 (incl. Algebra and Geometry) *4 
Years* 

Physical Education 1
Health 1
Fine Art 1
Technology 1
Other/Electives 4.5
Total 22.5
Program Completers Edison, World Language (same 

language for both credits), or Tech 
Ed

▪ 75 SSL Hours
▪ Testing Requirements:

▪ MCAP in Algebra 1 
and English 10

▪ MISA – Maryland 
Integrated Science 
Assessment 

▪ Government HSA
*Subject to change and updates per 
State of Maryland BOE



What’s the biggest difference 
from Middle School?

● Must pass classes (earn at least a D) to earn credit
● If students do not earn credit for the semester, they will have to 

retake the entire course over the summer
● Will not be promoted to 10th grade without passing classes.

Semester Grade Calculation:
○ MP1% + MP2% divided by 2 = semester grade
○ EX: MP1  85% B + MP2 65% D = 150 divided by 2 
○ Semester grade= 75% C 



Our Goal for 9th Graders
● Be on track for 

graduation by meeting 
grade level 
requirements:  passing 
Math, English, History, 
Biology

● Allows for future 
opportunities to take 
advantage of programs 

● Get involved!



▪ Over 150 Student Clubs and Organizations

Visit the RMHS Webpage to learn more:

● Clubs
● Arts and Music Program

Get Involved at RMHS!

https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/rm-extracurricular-activities/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rmhs/departments/arts/


● Students take 7 classes
○ 5th period is lunch

● Advisory- Attached to 
periods, rotating throughout 
the year

● “Rocket Refresh” - 
deliberately planned into 
calendar, with a pause in new 
instruction

RMHS Bell Schedules
Link to School Calendar (with holidays)

School Day Structure
School Schedules and Structure

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19lro5H6ZUgT-nt_mZM-dZUGdea7RbycS-TAUwVkzTtI/edit
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/calendar/


When do students attend Advisory?
● Advisory is a weekly class period that occurs 

every Wednesday on a rotating basis. 

● The bell schedule for Advisory and a calendar 
for Advisory dates are linked here. 

● All materials are posted in grade level Canvas 
classrooms under the “Advisory” banner.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HpGKbv_ar2F821sxHeYeFfLXGNtEnLFi9DnDFiyUY1Q/edit?usp=sharing


RM Grading Policy:  Due Date, Deadline Policy

● Teachers set a due date for each assignment/assessment
● Deadlines are always 5 days after the due date
● If the due date passes, teachers assign a “Z” for students who have not 

submitted work. (Z communicates a student can still turn in the assignment)
● Assignments turned in after the due date and before the deadline receive a 

10% late penalty.
● If the deadline passes, Zs will be changed to zeros
● 50% can be earned based on quality of work

Example in StudentVue Gradebook:  PA: Biology Cells Assignment (Due: 9/15/25; 
Deadline: 9/22/25)

BY DUE DATE
(No Points Off)

BY DEADLINE
(Late: 10% Off)

AFTER DEADLINE
(0%)



RM Grading Policy
● Minimum of 2 All Task Reassessments per Marking Period

○ Teacher will identify and Indicate with an “R” in gradebook assignment 
title

● Feedback:
○ Zs in gradebook indicate a missing assignment prior to the deadline
○ Graded work will be returned within 10 days of the due date

■ Late work will be returned within 10 days of the deadline

● Semester Grade Calculations:
○ MP1% + MP2% divided by 2 = semester grade
○ EX: MP1  85% B + MP2 65% D = 150 divided by 2 
○ Semester grade= 75% C 



● Rocket Refresh is a pause in new instruction.
● Allows time for intervention, re-teaching, 

re-assessment, or enrichment

Rocket Refresh as Intervention or Enrichment

S1 Rocket Refresh Dates: 
● MP1:  9/10/25, 9/24/25, 10/8/25, 10/22/25
● MP2: 11/12/25, 12/3/25, 12/17/25, 1/14/26

S2 Rocket Refresh Dates:
● MP3:  2/11/26, 2/25/26, 3/11/26, 3/25/26
● MP4:  4/29/26, 5/13/26, 6/3/26



● Teachers provide support at lunch/during office hours
● Counselors available before school, during lunch, or after 

school or by email
● Homework Club: after school on Tuesdays & Thursdays 

(media center)
● National Honor Society Tutoring
● 9th Grade support: 

○ Tues/Thurs at lunch in media center
○ Jam Sessions: invitations sent before interims/end of 

MP for those needing support (in a jam)

Academic Supports at RM



The Buddy System!

Sign up here!

● Get to know a senior with similar interests with the Buddy 
System! 

● Ask them about: 
○ College admissions, 
○ Clubs, organizations, and sports teams, 
○ Getting work, internships, scholarships, etc. 
○ The best classes & teachers at Richard Montgomery.

● Sign up TODAY to foster meaningful and long-lasting 
friendships. 



Safety and Building Expectations
● Students will enter through the main entrance, 

the auditorium entrance or the track entrance.

● Students will receive a student ID and will be 
required to show their ID when they enter the 
building. Reprints cost $5.

● Students should not hold or open exterior 
doors for other students---this creates 
potential safety issues.



Safety and Building Expectations
Hallways

● Students will sign out using an E-hallpass system.
● Students without passes in the hallway will 

receive escalating consequences:
○ 1st: warning
○ 2nd: call home
○ 3rd:  lunch detention
○ 4th: in-school intervention
○ More:  parent conference



ATTENDANCE MATTERS!

Two days per month 
for the year = 

3 missed weeks of 
school

● 182 school days
●  17 absences = 10% of the 

year 
●  State of Maryland 

considers you 

chronically absent

State of Maryland 
requires us to 

withdraw students 
who are absent for ten 

days in a row

DId you know? Did you know? Did you know?



Absence Procedure
We know students get sick!

● When your child is absent, please email Ms. 
Claire_A_Wall@mcpsmd.org  (attendance 
secretary)

● If your child is absent for a reason not recognized 
by the state of Maryland, the absence will be 
documented as an unexcused absence.

mailto:Claire_A_Wall@mcpsmd.org


Academic Engagement
In Class + On Time + Materials Ready + Mentally Engaged =

ACADEMIC ENGAGEMENT and ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

● Students should not leave a class more than ONCE per 
period

● Should alert the teacher and use sign out process
● Students should minimize out of class time and use hall 

passes
● Admin and security will be monitoring hallways and 

asking students for passes throughout the day.



Expectations Around Engagement - Cell Phones
Students violating 
this policy:
1st: warning
2nd: paper bag
3rd: call home
4th: referral to 
admin
More:  parent 
conference



Chromebooks
● All 9th graders will be issued a Chromebook on Transition Day.
● They should bring this to school every day.

**If a student forgets their Chromebook, they 
can check out one loaner from the Media 
Center.
--it must be returned at the end of the day

--$350 for a lost Chromebook
--Damaged Chromebooks could also result
In an obligation
Link to RMHS Chromebook page

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rmhs/mediacenter/


MCPS Student Code of Conduct

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/news/mcps-news/2025/08/code-of-conduct/


Updated MCPS Emergency Response Protocol
**RM’s 1st Drill:  Wed, Aug 27



ParentVue Access
Live Link to ParentVue

Need ParentVue Help?
Clickable support guide 

https://md-mcps-psv.edupoint.com/PXP2_Login_Parent.aspx?regenerateSessionId=True
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZdeSBttuCPWndSBT29O-b1e2n1QJXSSz8JakiifT6vk/edit?usp=drive_link






Attendance--Please check!



● 50 minutes
■ intended to to provide extra time to see 

teachers/get support, socialize, participate in 
clubs

● 9th Grade Lunch Support:
■ Every Tuesday/Thursday in the media center

● Who can leave the building and where do students 
eat?

Let’s Talk About Lunch



Lunch Payment and Free and Reduced Meals
Apply online NOW at 
MySchoolApps.com. It’s 
MORE than just meals, your 
application can:

Provide discounts on college 
applications

Discounts on SAT, ACT, and AP 
testing fees

Discounts on extracurricular 
activity fees.

Link to lunch 
menu here

My School 
Bucks
Link to prepay 
for school 
expenses 
including 
lunch

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/menus/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/meal-payments/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/meal-payments/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/meal-payments/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/meal-payments/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/food-and-nutrition/meal-payments/


● 9th Grade Town Hall Meeting
● Thursday, August 28
● Attend through Math classes

How and when will this information 
get shared with students?





          9th Grade Transition Day!
● Morning:  Attend classes, meet teachers, find 

classrooms, tour of building, hear about 
important topics to start school

● Afternoon:  Activities fair, games, etc.

Lunch: Students should pack a lunch or get lunch 
in the cafeteria.  It is free for all students on 
Transition Day.  No leaving or Door Dash.

Students will check out Chromebooks 





Please ensure you read the weekly 
message from Ms. Deeny! 

The RMHS Weekly Update is sent every FRIDAY now 
by TEXT!

Staying Connected; 
Supporting Our Community



9th and 10th Grade IB 
Middle Years Programme



RM is an IB World School

RM is an IB World School for all 
students, regardless of whether they 
come to us as a Magnet student or not.

All 9th and 10th grade students 
participate in the IB Middle Years 
Programme in all subjects.

IB informs how we organize ourselves 
as a school in many ways.



What’s MYP?

● The MYP is a balanced, holistically focused curriculum that uses an 
inquiry model to build conceptual understanding. 

● Focus of 9th grade is building skills, habits and competencies that 
support success.

● Want to learn more about the IB and the pathways at RM? IB 101 
Session on Back to School Night - 6:00 PM in the Auditorium.



What to expect
● All 9th and 10th grade parents will receive a monthly newsletter 

from the IB office - this will include updates on the Personal 
Project process, what’s happening in classrooms and the 
Learner Profile of the month. 

● 10th grade parents will get more information about the MYP 
Personal Project (a requirement for all 10th graders) at their 
meeting in September.

● School wellbeing focus will continue to be guided by IB 
principles and Approaches to Learning.



Upcoming Events
● Underclassman Pictures - 8/28, 8/29, 9/2, & 9/3 through English 

classes.
● First home girls volleyball game:  Fri, 9/5 at 6:30 pm
● First home football game:  Fri, 9/12 at 7:00 pm
● First girls home flag football game:  Tues, 9/16 at 7:00 pm
● Homecoming Game- Oct 3  Dance-Oct 4
● Back to School Night is 9/4/25
● MP 1 Interims:

○ 9/26/25:  Teacher Grades Due
○ 10/3/25:  Interims available on Synergy

● MP 1 Report Cards:
○ 10/31/25:  End of MP1
○ 11/12/25:  MP1 report cards distributed

50



Football Games
● No cash accepted.  Purchase tickets via GoFan
● No student backpacks.
● Students must stay seated in the home bleachers.
● Children, who are not RMHS students, must remain accompanied by 

a parent or guardian at football games.



Communication/
Contact Information

Email: 
9th - Sara_Baudry@mcpsmd.org 
10th-Matthew_J_Martini@mcpsmd.org
11th- Robin_L_Wheeler@mcpsmd.org 
12th - Kevin_Jefferson@mcpsmd.org 
IB - Joseph_F_Jelen@mcpsmd.org 
MYP - Molly_A_Clarkson@mcpsmd.org

School counselors on the RM website

mailto:Kevin_Jefferson@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Matthew_J_Martini@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Robin_L_Wheeler@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Kevin_Jefferson@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Joseph_F_Jelen@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Molly_A_Clarkson@mcpsmd.org


  ROCKET NATION

  Welcome to



Thank you!
QR Code for Tonight’s Presentation


