APPROVED Rockvil l e, Maryl and
41-1991 July 1, 1991

The Board of Education of Mntgonery County nmet in special
session at the Carver Educational Services Center, Rockville,
Maryl and, on Monday, July 1, 1991, at 8:15 p.m
ROLL CALL Present: Blair G Ew ng, President
t he Chair

Frances Brennenman

Davi d Chang
Al an Cheung

Sharon D Fonzo

Car ol Fanconi
Ana Sol Cutierrez

Cat heri ne E. Hobbs
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Absent : None

O hers Present: Dr. Paul L. Vance, Superintendent of
School s
M. Thomas S. Fess, Parlianentarian
M. Shervin Pishevar, Board Menber-el ect

#i ndi cat es student vote does not count. Four votes are needed
for adoption.

Re:  ANNOUNCEMENT

M. Ewi ng noted the presence of former Board nenbers in the

audi ence: Marilyn Praisner, Bruce Gol densohn, John Foubert, Jon
Li pson, Eric Steinberg, Chan Park, Kurt H rsch, Alison Serino,
Pet e Robertson, and Davi d Nai non.

Re: SWEARI NG | N

Ms. JoAnn Niefeld, clerk of the court, adm ni stered the oath of
office to M. Pishevar.

Re: STATEMENT BY MR Pl SHEVAR
M. Pishevar nmade the foll ow ng statenent:

"I amvery honored, and have many people to thank for having
hel ped ne get here today.

"First of course, ny parents who have sacrificed so nmuch of

t hensel ves so that their children can survive and succeed in this
world. Wthout them | would never have had this opportunity to
serve so many people. Thank you, Mom and Dad; especially for
putting up with ny roomthat |ooked nore and nore |like a disaster
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area during the canpaign and the constant phone calls. [If |
coul d have one ounce of the patience and understandi ng they
showed during the past few nonths, | think I'll have a chance of
surviving the next year.

"Thank you to ny sister, Bita, who drove nme to nunerous schools
to shake hands and pass out flyers. M brother, Afshin, for
taking tinme out of his first year of |aw school to make frequent

| ong-di stance calls fromGChio to notivate nme to keep on trying,
and cheering nme up when I was down. Thank you to the endl ess
list of people on ny canpaign commttee who sacrificed their tine
and energy just for one person. It's a great weight on al

public officials to think of just how many people have put their
trust, faith, and hope into one individual.

"I also want to thank the Board staff, M. Fess. Ms. Bahr, Ms.
Whod, all the secretaries, and Board nenbers for putting up with
all ny questions. For the past few weeks the words 'why, when,
where, and how have becone major parts of nmy vocabulary. | feel
like a five-year old again asking, 'Wiy the sky is blue, the
grass green, and why the Board table is shaped |i ke a doughnut.’
Thanks for answering themw th patience and ki ndness; and | know,
as you have told ne, it's your job; but it nust get annoying at
tinmes. Hopefully, with your wisdom patience and kindness, |'l|
grow up froma nagging five-year old to an adol escent Board
menber goi ng through phases; to hopefully a mature young adult
Board nmenmber who has given back for all that everyone has given
hi m

"Last but not least, | nust thank the eternal M ke M chael son -
who is one of the major reasons for the predom nance of quality
student | eadership and representation in Mntgonery County. Many
peopl es' |ives have been touched and changed by this one man.

"According to ny notes from M. Coldensohn's Political Speech
Witing 101, | have now conpleted the thank you and hunor section
of ny speech and nust now get into the overly serious section of
the political speech.

"Soneone great, somewhere, once said that one nust always, 'treat
a child as though he already is the person he's capabl e of
becomng.' This is sonmething that | truly believe. W nust

rai se our standards, we must raise our expectations for al
children no matter what sex, culture, socioeconom c status, and
ment al or physical capability. Stereotypes and ignorance have
absolutely no place in the education of this and future
generations' youth. Every child is born with the potential to
achieve. W nust chal |l enge ourselves and the students to
capitalize on the enornous wealth of potential in every single
classroomin Montgonery County. Challenge is the key word;
chal | enge and rai se our expectations, and challenge and raise our
standards in educati on.



3 July 1, 1991

"Now t he serious part is over, and as M. ol densohn says, 'never
| eave your audi ence down.' | want to thank everyone for com ng
out here tonight, and to ny famly: It was nice know ng you, and
"Il see you in about a year."

Re: PRESENTATI ON TO MR CHANG

On behalf of the nenbers of the Board, M. Ew ng presented M.
Chang wth a collage and certificate of appreciation for his
service on the Board.

Re: STATEMENT BY MR, CHANG
M. Chang nmade the follow ng statenent:

"I"ve got the power. |It's gettin' kind of hectic.' This song
epitomzes ny termas the thirteenth student nenber of the Board
of Education. Through |ong and sonetines intense Board neetings,
| have matured as a student, as a Board nenber, and as a human
being. It was truly a | earning experience -- a one-year crash
course in policy-making, socialization, politics, and friendship.
This year on the Board of Education has been, to say the |east,
educat i onal .

"During ny canpaign |ast year | was careful not to nake too nmany
prom ses, prom ses that | couldn't keep. This year on the Board
| have strived to attain one of these goals. M nunber one goa
was to expand the voting rights of the student nmenber. | truly
appreci ate the support of the Board and the student and adult
advocates of MC 101 as we took it all the way to Annapolis where
it lost in the Senate by a three to four vote. | am hopeful that
in the near future the student Board nenber will be given ful
voting rights. M nunber two goal was to nmake the Board of
Educati on aware of the trenmendous stress being placed on students
in this day and age, especially on mddle and hi gh school
students. The Board in its wi sdom nmade the reduction of student
stress one of its 12 Action Areas during the winter's enjoyabl e
and i mensely productive retreat with senior staff. My nunber
three goal was to address the conflicts wthin the class ranking
system because of questions of unnecessary conpetition and
inequity. The Board has established a commttee this spring to
exam ne class rank and alternatives that could be feasible.

"My nunber four goal was to inprove student participation in the
curriculum group dynam cs, and denonstrate in the classroom an
"application to real life' so that students would see their
education as practical and crucial to becom ng an educat ed nenber
of society. The Board during the January retreat adopted these
suggestions in the Action 1 Area dealing with curriculum M
fifth and final goal was to alleviate ethnic and racial tensions
t hrough cul tural awareness prograns, expansion of the SAS day,
and inproved nmulticultural curriculum Al though SAS at this



4 July 1, 1991

point in time has not been expanded, the Board has encouraged the
devel opnent of a nore nulticultural curriculum and the
superintendent is working to inplenent the Board's
recommendations to i nprove the achi evenent of mnority students.
Thus | credit an idealistic and cooperative Board and comunity,
an out standi ng superintendent and senior staff and being at the
right place at the right time to being able to address canpai gn
prom ses and student concerns.

"l have also realized a couple of issues this year. One being
the i nportance of role nodels in education, and | do think that
IS necessary for us to realize as the entertainnent industry is
very powerful and often it gives negative inmages which students
will look at and do not succeed from

"Now it is thank you tinme. | nust first thank ny famly for
putting up with ny busy schedule. Board neetings past m dni ght,
Sat urday neetings and wor ksessi ons, and of course the infanous
danger zone -- ny bedroom Next | would like to thank ny friends
at Churchill and around the county who have gi ven ne nuch needed
support during ny termand ny canpaign. Through several close
friends, | have cone to understand the neaning of friendship,
stress managenent, time managenent, ego managenent, and
sacrifice. | would Ilike to thank ny teachers and adm nistrators
at Wnston Churchill H gh School, particularly M. Zarchin, one
of the assistant principals, who has been a great role nodel for
me. | would like to thank David Nainmon for his support of MC 101
and al so being a nentor. He has exposed ne to the in's and out's
of partisan politics, school board politics, and everyday
politics.

"I would Iike to thank fornmer Board nenbers who | have served
with fromJuly to Decenber 1990 -- Dr. Shoenberg, Ms. Praisner,
Dr. Cronin, and M. Coldensohn. They have really aided nme in ny
devel opnment as a Board nenber. | really appreciated working with
such a fine group of people. | would also |like to thank the
Board staff conposed of Tom Fess, Mary Lou, Melissa, Nancy,
Lillian, Ann, and Gail, for their expertise, friendship, and hard
wor k over the past year. They work very, very hard and are the
best staff anyone could ever ask for.

"I would like to thank the MCR Del egation and the student | eaders
| have worked with over the year who during the May MCR Gener al
Assenbly honored ne with a standing ovation. However, it is the
enpl oyees of the Montgonery County Public Schools and ny fell ow
Board nmenbers who really deserve a standing ovation. Al so,
would i ke to thank Dr. Pitt for his years of service to the
Mont gonery County Public Schools, not only as superintendent but
also in his fornmer roles. | would like to wish good luck to Dr.
Vance because | know he will do a truly outstanding job Iike his
predecessor. After all they shared the sane executive staff and
enpl oyees of the Montgonery County Public School s.
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"Now | must thank nmy fell ow Board nenbers for their friendship,
good counsel, and their dedication to Montgomery County Public
Schools. They have sacrificed a lot of their time and energy to
serve the Montgonery County community. The Board as a whol e as
wel | as the Montgonery County school system deserve a trenendous
anount of praise and recognition. It seens quite ironic that
there i s not enough support and recognition fromthe entire
comunity at |arge when across the systemwe are praised and
recogni zed as the finest, if not the finest, school systemin the
entire country."

My fell ow Board nenbers have been a source of inspiration for ne.
This year it has been extrenely tough especially during the
budget crisis. The recession this year reared up its ugly head,
and | think Board nenbers realized it is not over until it is
over. It is not over until Robert Denny stops conpl ai ni ng about
the "fat' in the school system |Individually, however, each
Board menber left a distinct inpression upon ne.

"M. BEwing, | remenber your incredible endurance. Fourteen years
translate into four words, 'ultinmate School board junky.' Your
energy to wite up nenos and endure |ong neetings Is epitom zed
by one quote you once said a little bit after you becane
president, 'I like neetings. 1'Il nmeet with anyone who wants to
nmeet with ne.' Ms. Fanconi, | will renmenber your dedication to
ki ds, your caring nature, your feisty |obbying for the budget,
and your willingness to adjust your personal schedule for that of
the Board's. | appreciate your com ng here tonight. | know you
had other commtnents to attend to. M. Cutierrez, | renenber

t he passion with which you chaired the Board's mnority education
subconmm ttee, and our frequent conversations and that you |love to
drink espresso. Dr. Cheung, | wll renenber your statistical

anal ysis, charts, and our tal ks about managenent of Montgonery
County Public Schools and managenent in general. Ms. Brennenman,
Fran, | wll renmenber your incredible energy |evel, your
representation of the Board of Education at al nost every soci al
function and your ever present grin upon your face. Ms.

D Fonzo, | will renenber your excellent use of the English

| anguage, your crisp style, integrity, and ability to rise to the
occasion especially during tines of personal hardship. Ms.
Hobbs I w Il renenber your sensitivity, integrity, conpassion,
and friendshi p.

"Collectively as a Board | would like to thank you all for your
friendship, civility, professionalism and dedication to serve
t he Montgonmery County Public Schools. Wth the adversity this

year that we faced, | think that it was a sense of hunor that
really enabled us to keep our cool and get us through the school
year. | would wish you all really good |luck next year in

convi ncing the Montgonery County community at |arge of the
i nportance that education has in this county and fornul ating
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educational policy that will enable kids to achieve am dst high
expectations and hi gh parental involvenent.

"Finally I would like to say congratul ations to Shervin Pishevar
on your election and good luck as the fourteenth student nenber

of the Board of Education. | know that you will live up to the
expectations and the nicknane, 'The Great One,' bestowed upon you
by several student leaders. | firmy believe that your termwl |
be a knockout one indeed. In general, comunity and ny fell ow

Board nenbers, thank you for an awesone year, and if you are ever
in Philly, please feel free to drop by.

Re: COWMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS AND
SUPERI NTENDENT

Board menbers and Dr. Vance wel coned M. Pishevar and praised M.
Chang's efforts as the thirteenth student Board nenber.

Re:  ADJOURNMENT

The president adjourned the neeting at 8:55 p.m to a reception
for M. Chang and M. Pishevar.
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