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APPROVED Rockvil l e, Maryl and
49-1990 Decenber 3, 1990

The Board of Education of Mntgonery County nmet in special
session at the Carver Educational Services Center, Rockville,
Maryl and, on Monday, Decenber 3, 1990, at 8 p. m

ROLL CALL Present: Robert E. Shoenberg, President
the Chair

Frances Brennenman
Al an Cheung

Davi d Chang
Janes E. Cronin
. Sharon Di Fonzo

Blair G Ew ng

Carol Fanconi

Bruce A (ol densohn
Ana Sol CQutierrez

Cat herine E. Hobbs

Marilyn J. Praisner
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Absent : None

O hers Present: Dr. Harry Pitt, Superintendent
Dr. Paul L. Vance, Deputy Superintendent
M. Thomas S. Fess, Parlianentarian

#i ndi cat es student vote does not count, and four votes are needed
for adoption.

Re:  ANNOUNCEMENT

Dr. Shoenberg expl ained that as outgoing president he woul d
preside until the new Board nenbers were sworn in. It was an
unusual situation because both the president and the vice
president, M. ol densohn, were |eaving the Board. The new Board
menbers had indicated their wwsh to el ect a president pro tem

i mredi ately follow ng the swearing-in cerenony, and until that

el ection the superintendent of schools as secretary-treasurer of
t he Board woul d preside.

Re: SWEARI NG | N OF NEW MEMBERS
Ms. Betty Skelton, clerk of the Montgonmery County Crcuit Court,
adm nistered the oath of office to Ms. Brenneman, Dr. Cheung,
Ms. Fanconi, and Ms. Cutierrez.

Re: STATEMENT BY MRS. BRENNEMAN
M's. Brenneman nmade the foll ow ng statenent:
"It is an honor to be here tonight. | am surrounded by old and

new friends and famly, and | welconme you all here tonight.
want you to know my door -- or | should say nmy phone since we on
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the school Board don't get offices -- but ny door or ny phone
w Il always be open for dialogue and for your suggestions and
your advi ce.

"For exanple, tonight I amgoing to follow sone of your advice
that you already gave ne. Mst of you told ne to keep this
short. Actually |I have heard a | ot of advice about tonight.
Sonme of you have told nme, 'Don't nmake your canpai gn speech

what ever you do. You have done it enough on the canpaign, don't
do it anynore. Just keep your comments short.' So therefore,
have witten this thing and rewitten it, and I amstil
rewiting it. R ght now!l amtalking off the cuff so you are
going to have to bear with nme through a | ot of this.

"First of all, I would like to introduce you to three people who
you did not see an awful lot during the last six nonths, and that
isny famly. First of all, I wuld Iike to introduce you to

Adam He has been ny fifth grade canpai gn manager. He had to
slow down a little bit during the canpai gn because he was running
hi s own canpaign. He was running for student council president
whi ch he won, and congratul ations to you. And ny son, David, who
is seven. He is in the second grade. He participated in this
canpai gn by going to the parades which was his favorite part,
riding in the parades, and |iking the food and the snacks and
parties. Finally he got into handing out the literature on
election. It took hima while, but on election day, he was there
for me. Thank you, David.

"I thank both Adam and David for eating endl ess anbunts of peanut
butter which is what they did during the canpai gn because their
nmom was not hone. Let ne also introduce to you ny husband, Mark,
who you didn't see at all during the canpai gn because he was busy
buyi ng the peanut butter, cleaning up the peanut butter, and
spendi ng nost of his tine just nmeking sure that the house ran
well. Wiile | was outside the markets handi ng out the
literature, he was inside doing the shopping and naki ng sure
everything was going well. Wthout their support, | couldn't
have done it. So thank you.

"Also, | thank hundreds of you who also put in countless hours of
work on nmy election. As a first tine candidate, | am anmazed at
how much tinme people devoted to hel ping ne.

"Finally I amalso going to thank the present Board that is
departing for |leaving us a very good educational systemthat is
the envy of many. Please stay in touch.

"It has been an interesting day today. Earlier today | sat and

wat ched the Council and the executive take their oath for office.
The auditoriumwas filled with supporters for the new government.
El ected officials were nentioned. Speeches were read, and goals
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for the future were nentioned. The quality of |ife of Montgonery
County was di scussed, but education was not enphasi zed during

t hese speeches. | think that we as a new Board of Education need
to be sure to work with the executive and the County Council in a
very positive way so that next tinme when these speeches are read
education will not be forgotten.

"On the canpaign trail as well, many people did not realize that
there was a school Board. And if they realized there was one,
many people did not know what a school Board does. That is
sonet hing that we have to change. W have to nmake sure that
education is a top priority in this county. Qur systemis a
great system and many peopl e nove to Montgonery County for the
good education that it provides. W have to nmake sure that we
continue that.

"Thomas Jefferson said, 'The tax which will be paid for the
pur pose of education is not nore than one-thousandths part of
what will be paid to kings, priests, and nobles who will rise up

anong us if we | eave the people in ignorance." W as new Board
menbers will ensure that all of our children receive the best
possi bl e education. Qur future depends upon it. It gives ne

great pleasure to knowthat I wll be able to serve with this
Board of Education that has taken oaths tonight as other Boards
have in the past. Al of us are commtting to neeting the needs
of all students.

"And now | want to sumup with another quote, and this quote
mght be a little inappropriate, but | have tried it out on a
coupl e of people who thought it was funny. And even if it is not
funny, | have sonmeone sitting in the audi ence who guaranteed ne
that he would laugh. | amusing this quote because it is the
only quote that | could find that actually dealt with the Board
of Education and actually uses the Board of Education in it. |
amgoing to put a disclainer on it as well to say that it does
not pertain to Montgonery County. It is a quote by Mark Twai n.
Mark Twain said, '"In the first place, God nade idiots. This was
for practice, and then he made school boards.' Now let's
continue to prove himwong. Thank you. Thank you for being
here tonight."

Re:  STATEMENT BY DR CHEUNG

Dr. Cheung nade the foll ow ng statenent:

"Good evening, friends and colleagues. It is indeed a great
honor and privilege to have been elected to the Board of
Education and to serve the people of Montgonmery County. It is so

exciting to be a part of one of the nobst outstandi ng school
systens in the country. It is an awesone responsibility, jointly
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shared with other distinguished school Board nenbers, to be able
to chart the future of public education in our county.

"I amindebted to many people who believe in ne, who supported ne
and hel ped ne, and who worked so hard to get ne elected. | would
like to recognize those who are here tonight. Ron Whl, Hanl ey
Nornment, Keith Prouty, Gene Thirolf, Norman Hiller. O course,
sonme of ny friends on the Board -- Blair Ew ng, Cathy Hobbs,
Bruce ol densohn, Carol Fanconi, Ana Sol Gutierrez, Shel don

Fi shman, ny colleagues. Al of themwere in a way ny teacher, ny

soundi ng board, and ny advisors. Yes, | did not have a canpaign
manager, | mean a single canpaign nmanager. Instead | had a
strong team of canpai gn nmanagers. They all have contri buted
greatly to the organi zati on and success of ny canpaign. | would

like to recogni ze those who are here tonight-- Charles and Sally
Han, K. L. Wang, George Ting, John and Any Wi, David and June
Sanpson, Ruth Whng, Mark and Mary Au, Carol Chen, Janes Wi, and
Bosco Lee. They are all ny strong team of canpai gn nmanagers.
They recruited over 200 or 300 friends and volunteers. All of
whom were just terrific. | would like to have all of ny

vol unteers stand because | cannot call all their names. They are
t he best canpai gners any candi date could ever ask for.

"OfF course, | owe a great deal of gratitude to ny treasurer, WI
Fri edman. Wuld you please stand. He took care of all of ny
financial worries and problens. He is an experienced treasurer
and a trusted friend and advi sor.

"Last but not least | nust nmention ny wonderful famly. Two of
my children are here tonight. Derrick and Deni se, would you

pl ease stand. Please ook at themclosely. Wo could resist

t heir charm when they asked, "Please vote for ny dad.”" Also |
woul d i ke to recogni ze ny brother, Andy, and his wfe, ny
sister-in-law, Jenny who have cone all the way from Anahei m
California. Wuld you please stand.

"Finally I would like to express ny sincere appreciation to the
many endorsenents | received, especially those fromthe Education
Political Action Commttee, MCEA, and the Commttee for the
Transl ation in Schooling, who actively canpai gned for the
candi dat es they endorsed.

"Anerica is a land of opportunity. | cane to the United States
over 30 years ago to seek a college education and a better life.
| have not only received an outstandi ng education but al so
benefitted fromthe many positive life experiences and
opportunities that only a country |ike Anmerica could provide.
Qual ity education and good school systens do not grow on trees.
They are based on the efforts of individuals who have a vision
and a dreamand are willing to work hard and nmake the sacrifices
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necessary to make it happen. Now | want to do ny part to provide
a better educational systemfor the next generation.

"There are three critically inportant ingredients, | believe,
necessary for high quality education. Wen these are present,
our children can learn creatively and analytically. They are:
excel l ent and caring teachers, concerned and invol ved parents,
and a positive school culture and environnment. M goals for the
next four years will be to strive for excellence in our school
syst em

“In no particular order, first to recruit, develop, retain and
reward outstandi ng teachers who will represent a diverse m x of
role nodels and disciplines. Second, to listen to and fight for
the needs of children and pay nore attention to the parents’
concern for their children's achievenent in a nmulticultural
community. Third, to make our schools the very best, nost
efficient, and cost effective through the bringing in of

i nnovati ve problemsolving, oversight, and nanagenent techni ques
to our planning, budgeting, and accountability processes.

Fourth, to support a curriculumthat will provide our children

t he sound educati onal background and technol ogical skills
necessary to neet the challenges of the 21st century, a
curriculumthat will focus on science and mathematics as well as
the humanities and the arts, a curriculumthat instills val ues
and fosters good judgnent skills for all our children in the
school system Fifth, to advocate prograns that draw on the
experience and expertise of private industry, governnent, and
community to enhance education and |learning, to aid teachers, and

to stretch resources. | knowthis is a tall order, but I wll
commt to do ny very best to carry out ny responsibilities and
make it work. | look forward to these chall enges and to worki ng

with all of you. Thank you very nuch."
Re: STATEMENT BY MRS. FANCON
M's. Fanconi nmade the foll ow ng statenent:

"Good evening. | amstill very overwhel ned and overcone by
victory and the nunber of people who voted for ne. It is a
tremendous responsibility to have thousands of people show their
faith in you by going to the ballot box, and | take that faith
very seriously.

"I have to thank ny canpai gn manager, Don McConb; ny treasurer
Judy Whal en, were not able to be here tonight; and ny entire
commttee that helped in so many i nnunerable ways in order to
free me up to allowne to go to all the events that are required
of a canpaigner. Canpaigning is nothing like |I thought it would
be, and it is absolutely totally exhausting. | amglad nobody is
suggesting that we have to run again tonmorrow. | think it is a
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little |ike having a baby. You don't tal k about havi ng anot her
one for the first few weeks anyway.

"I would also like to say special public thanks to ny famly. To
my husband, Bruno, and ny daughters, Lisa and Gretchen, who are
here. Kendra who is in Oregon escapes a |lot of the pain, but |
really, really appreciate all that they have done to nake this
possible. It is a big commtnent for themto pick up where |

| eft off.

"I'n nmy speech tonight, | think it is inportant for you to
understand why | spent so nmuch of ny adult life commtted to the
quality of education. |1'd like to tell you a little about nyself
that | haven't been sharing on the canpaign trail. | couldn't
read in the fourth grade, and by the end of the fifth grade |I was
able to read above grade level. 1In the ninth grade, I was told
by a teacher that | would be a dropout and that | had no busi ness
in her class. In the tenth grade | had a very wonderful teacher
named Ms. Moore who not only taught me math (which | got an A
in--the first tinme | had ever gotten an A in math) but taught nme
to believe in nyself. And | think that is what education is
about--that commtnent not only to educate but to care. That's
the kind of education that we need, and because | amthe product
of a school systemthat was 48th out of 48 in its spending on
schools, I know what it nmeans to experience a school systemthat

i s underfunded. | have felt very strongly about this, and | have
put ny noney where ny nouth is in terns of trying to do what |
can as one individual to help make sure that the quality of
education in Mntgonery County continues.

"I do believe that education is the best investnent we can mnake,
but in the fiscal hard tines that we have com ng upon us, the
recession, the shortfalls, Linowes Comm ssion, we have a big
challenge in front of us. | think that | really have the faith
and the ability and the desire not only of this new Board but of
t he new county executive and the new County Council to really
work together. Today | went to their swearing-in and | saw the
difference in how they acted together, | think, at least | put ny
interpretation on what | hope | saw. Today was about

communi cation. The m crophones wouldn't work at two different
events that | went to. The Council was sitting in the front of
the auditoriumin seats. They were the guests, and the

m crophone was not working and there was a gentleman trying to
sing in a very large packed auditorium It would have been very
normal for the Council to sit quietly and wait for staff to
figure out what was wong, and | have seen that happen on many
occasions. Al nost w thout an exception the Council nenbers began
to problemsolve, they turned to tell the technician of the
problem others directed the singer to cone to the m crophone.
Each one took 100 percent responsibility to make sure the event
went well and didn't wait for sonebody else to do it. Wen M.
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Potter was giving his reception in the afternoon they had a

di fferent kind of m crophone that had to be held close to the
mouth. M. Potter is the county executive and a very i nportant
person, and he was sitting back in the row with sonebody el se
speaki ng and he spoke up and said, 'Put the m crophone closer to
your mouth, they can hear you better.' He took ful
responsibility. He didn't wait for sonebody else to say that,
and he didn't allow the event to go on with people not able to
hear. That's the kind of responsibility that | feel the Board,
the Council, the Legislature, and the executive have to do this
year. W have to be commtted to the result, and each one of us
has to be creative in | ooking for opportunities to create that

ki nd of success. And that is what | hope we can do this year.
Thank you very nuch."

Re: STATEMENT BY Ms. GUTI ERREZ
Ms. Qutierrez made the follow ng statenent:

"I want to thank everybody who is here this evening, the el ected
officials who have taken this inportant day for themto cone out

here and greet us. | hope that this indicates the kind of
support that we will be receiving fromthem W are going to
need that. | would like to thank the retiring Board nenbers. |,

too, want themto stick around and help us out. Those who are
here have already been giving us such a good hand in getting us
started. Qur distinguished guests, m nuy queridos am gos et
amgas, m famlia, all these wonderful people that hel ped all of
us get here this evening. It is a very special evening. You
will excuse ne. | ama very enotional Latin-Anerican.

"I amindeed honored to be here, and | have a taken a pledge to
carry out a very inportant task to the best of ny ability. This
is amlestone inny life, a mlestone that is really not a

begi nni ng and not an end, but it does mark a point, an inportant
point, and it tells me where | have been and where, perhaps, | am
going. Were | have been is a long story, and I know we don't
have the tinme for nme to tell you, but just to put a perspective
to it.

"Coming fromEl Salvador in a country where education is only for
the few, for the privileged, education has a different neaning
for me than perhaps for those of you who may be taking it for
granted. Seventy percent, at best, are minimally illiterate if
not totally illiterate, and w thout the education they are |eft
tolive alife that is really survival in poverty. Qut of that
was very, very fortunate to cone and receive the full benefit of
education, and the person | have to thank for that, |I think, is
nmy father who could have given ne many, many things, but to him
the nost inportant thing he could give ne was an education. And
he al so gave nme anot her perspective in which to think. Those of
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us who have, have an obligation to those that don't have and to
help themout. That we do really have an obligation to
contribute to the best of our ability, and that we are indeed our
brother's keeper. So with that as a 'where have | been,' | see
this as a real unique opportunity and a challenge to be able to
focus ny energy, ny know edge, ny experience, ny |lessons |earned,
t he good way, the hard way, and to try to apply themwth
everything that | can to do a job, a job that is not going to be
easy, but that | amdelighted to have the opportunity to try to
do.

"I hope this Board will bring a new agenda, a new agenda in
education. W have been tal king about that, and I think that you
have voted for that. | hope that we can focus that agenda on

t hose that have the nost at stake, the students, the teachers,
the parents, the conmmunities which the schools are neant to
serve. W have a four-year period in which we can devel op and

i npl ement this new agenda. | hope our efforts are going to be
measured by the success that we have in preparing students who
can participate actively in a denocratic society and not just
circle the correct answer on a test, those who are going to think
critically about the world around them and who can develop to
their full potential and not just seek an entry | evel job.

hope that we will have students who shoul d have such high self
esteemand identify positively with their own heritage, no matter
if it is their inmrediate heritage, their parents heritage, or
their grandparents heritage, while at the sanme tinme they can know
about and respect others who are different fromthem Throughout
their schooling, | hope that they will |learn that raci sm and
other fornms of prejudice that have been sustained in this history
will no | onger be able to be part of this society.

"So | know that maybe | amtaking on a very broad agenda, but it
is an agenda that is very necessary. W are living in a totally
different world fromthe one that | was born in, that | was
privileged to grow up in, and | think that we all have to join
our hands, roll up our sleeves togethers, and becone our

brot hers' keepers. Thank you very nuch."

Re: PRESENTATI ON OF CERTI FI CATES OF
APPRECI ATI ON TO RETI Rl NG MEMBERS

Dr. Pitt presented certificates of appreciation to Dr. Cronin,
M. ol densohn, M's. Praisner, and Dr. Shoenberg. On behal f of
the staff, he thanked the outgoing Board nenbers for their
service to education and wel coned the new Board nenbers. He

pl edged his cooperation and that of the staff to help Board
menbers do the best job they could do.
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Re: STATEMENT BY DR. CRONI N
Dr. Cronin nade the foll ow ng statenent:

"I amlooking at Marilyn's collage. The other day we took the
staff to lunch and by absolute serendipity we wal ked in and
sitting at one of the tables was Odessa Shannon. How do you go
into a restaurant and find Cronin, Praisner, Shannon, and
Shoenberg and not do sonething? So we did sonething. W sent
Odessa the bill. She sent it back saying, 'See Neal.'

"As | was preparing to wite ny remarks for this evening, | waxed
phi | osophi cal, deciding what | wanted to say after eight years,
and then | decided to say nothing. The new Board nenbers don't
particularly want to hear it. As nmuch as they say, 'Cone back
and tell us," it is their show You don't summarize ei ght years
in three and a half m nutes or whatever you think you have.

"So | was thinking of what | could say. | read this norning's
Washi ngton POST, and | canme across a statenent by Henry Hyde t hat
he had given to newly el ected nenbers of Congress. God forbid
that | should ever quote fromHenry Hyde. [To David Nai non]
David, don't tell the JOURNAL. | amquoting from Henry Hyde,
page A-16, Washington POST this nmorning. This is not plagiarism
and | don't want to get fired fromthe coll ege.

"I thought some of the thoughts that he put together were rather
appropriate for tonight. As an outgoing Board nenber, | speak
first to the newy elected nenbers. Wat Henry had to say was a
coupl e of quotable quotes, for the new Board nenbers, 'You are in
the throes of a thoroughly exhilarating experience ranking right

up there with Churchill's being shot at and m ssed.' Anot her
quote, 'A politician has been defined as soneone who can accuse
hi s opponent of duplicity w thout appearing envious.' And a

third quote, "A politician has to be like a football coach, smart
enough to know sonet hi ng about the gane but dunmb enough to think
what he is doing is inportant." M. Hyde went on to introduce a
truly interesting concept that newy el ected nenbers nust be
prepared fromthe beginning to contenplate the possibility of
defeat. 'There will cone tinme when the need to rise above the
demands of friends and constituents requires that you risk the

di spl easure of those friends and constituents. |ndeed, those who
seemto be your friends may al so turn on you and defeat you
because you didn't vote their interests.'

"Judge Marty Becker had a very apt analogy from his experiences
in Annapolis before he cane to the bench in the state of

Maryl and. He realized that in Annapolis he was voting on

| egi sl ation, a rather disenbodi ed abstract enterprise, sonmewhat
akin to Board of Education policies. Wen he was on the bench,
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he was sentencing a real person who was standi ng before him The
magni tude of his responsibilities were then nost apparent.

"To the new Board nenbers, as you assune the role of footbal
coaches on this unequal playing field, renmenber that you are not
el ected to serve any one person's personal agenda or to satisfy
the political and econom c gains of any constituent group that
may claimto have el ected you. You represent the children, and
as you discuss the policies and take the votes that affect their
lives, | urge you to follow Marty Becker's advice. |In your
mnd's eye, see the children standing before you and vote their
best interest.

"In closing | would Iike to thank all the menbers of the MCPS
famly wth whom| have worked over the |ast eight years, ny
fell ow nenbers of the Board, and David, whom | have known for a
short tinme. It has been wonderful watching you grow up and
seeing that you have a great potential in front of you. Bruce,
four years, it has been a good four years, and you are a good
friend. | have prom sed Sharon, | wll be back. | wll be
supportive. | wll be there. The therapy will still be
avai l able. To Bob, to Marilyn, what do you say after you cone in
as naives. You walk in. You take over. Everybody is cheering,
and it starts.

"W have the best one-two teamthat | think this country has got.
It has got Paul Vance. It has got Harry Pitt. The integrity,

t he honesty, the hard work that these people represent is just
phenonenal. To Paul and Harry, it has been an incredible
experience. In particular also, there are three office staffs --
the deputy's staff, the superintendent's staff, and the Board
Ofice staff without whomwe would all look |ike the bloom ng
idiots that we really and truly are. And in particular, you
don't find people, and to the new Board nenbers comng in, you
will NEVER find people who will work with you and be as honest
and straight as either Mary Lou or Tom Fess. Mary Lou Wod and
Tom Fess are your right hands. It is an absolute privilege to
have worked with them

"So | cherish the friendships that | have made, and | wll

prom se the systemthat | wll come back and visit because after

all I amjust across the street. Thank you all, and be well."
Re: STATEMENT BY MR GOLDENSOHN

M . ol densohn nmade the foll ow ng statenent:

"Four years ago, when | was here to be sworn in, | thought | was
tense and enotional. Now in retrospect that pales to what | feel
at this nmonent. |If you wll bear with nme, I amgoing to take

t hi s audi ence on an excursion. You are ny class, and | am your
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teacher. It is nowtinme for Political Speech Gving 101. Please
take notes, as | will not repeat anything, and there WLL be a
quiz later.

"Now | must say that since this will be nmy |last presentation as a
Board menber, although technically | stopped being a Board nenber
36 mnutes ago, | wll follow a precedent set by the
superintendent, Dr. Pitt, many years ago. | wll nerely ask that
you bear with me, and I will try to be brief.

"The classical political farewell speech has several obligatory

conponents. The first nust be hunorous or anecdotal. M
reference to Dr. Pitt in speaking briefly covered that conponent.
By your reaction, | now acknow edge that | passed on that one.

Actually | passed/failed because | wasn't sure you were going to
| augh.

"The next major conponent is the 'thank you' section. This is
where you thank your coll eagues: Thank you, coll eagues. You
then thank the staff for all their help: Thank you, staff. And
next you nust say thank you to all of your friends and supporters
who hel ped you get where you are today: Thanks, friends and
supporters. And lastly one nust recognize the role of famly
during these tines, and despite the many |l ate night neetings |I do
still recognize ny wife. She is right over there, | believe.

"Next at sonme point the speech nmust becone appropriately serious
and sincere. Since this is that point, let nme say that there is
a definite sadness in knowing that a wonderful period inny life
is ending, but that sadness is fortunately tenpered by know ng
that I have worked with sone of the finest people in the world.
Wth rare exception, the Board and staff of MCPS are dedi cated
peopl e who share the goal of providing our children with the best
possi bl e education. It has been nmy honor to work with all of
you.

"Now for those of you who are taking notes as | suggested
earlier, never |eave your audience down. You nust bring them
back up and liven them So | tell you now that the sadness is

| essened when | think about the wonderful and exciting things

t hat have happened to ne as a Board nmenber. | wll give you
three short exanples. First and perhaps ny greatest joy is
participating in the annual Superintendent's Witing Awards. By
coi ncidence this occurs again this com ng Wednesday, and | wll
be there. | thoroughly enjoy watching the children fromthe shy
second graders to the self-confident young adults from hi gh
school wal k across the stage to be recognized for their witing
ability. Secondly, | amso proud of the students fromthe dozens
of our schools that have conpeted in the Odyssey of the M nd and
the ACT-SO conpetitions. M excitenent bubbles up a bit when
they do extrenely well in the regional and national conpetitions.
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Third, I wll always renmenber the excitenent of high school
graduati ons when our students conplete their education. At ny
own graduation, | was so excited that | don't really renmenber
much about it, plus | wll admt that it was quite a few years
ago. But as a Board nenber, | have had the honor to shake hands
with, I think, over 4,000 of our graduating seniors and to share
graduation day with them During the past four years |
participated in cerenonies for Damascus, Gaithersburg,

Pool esvill e, Quince Orchard, Rockville, Seneca Valley, Wodward,
and Wotton H gh Schools. During this tinme, | marked two unique
m |l estones. One, which was actually ny first graduati on cerenony
back in June of 1987, was also the last for Wodward H gh School
whi ch cl osed that year. The second m | estone was ny | ast
graduation cerenony held in June 1990, which was al so the very
first one for Quince Orchard H gh School. By far the nost

menor abl e nmonent in ny four years on the Board cane in June, 1989
when | had the unique pleasure of presenting nmy own daughter with
her di ploma from Wotton H gh School. That noment with its big
hug and ki ss on the Kennedy Center stage will never be forgotten.

"Now again for those of you who are note takers, the final
chapter nust shift toward the future and its potential. This
helps to build up the excitenent in the audi ence, and right now
you are not excited. So lastly | give you a few conments about
the future. The new Board will be faced with unprecedented
chal | enges during the next few years. | translate that into one
word, and that is noney. | wish all of you, the veterans who
wll remain, and the rookies who will join them all the best,
and | pledge ny support to you.

"My personal future starts with a political sabbatical of
undeterm ned I ength. After nore than 16 years of public life,
amgoing to take sone tinme to be with ny famly, work on

i nproving ny own career, and endeavor to | ose a few pounds, one
of the things | have gained as a Board nenber.

"Now | must face reality and admt that | amnot totally capable
of cutting off a major portion of ny life. | have therefore nmade
nmysel f avail able for appointnment to several governnental
commttees, and in addition | am available for consultation with
Board nenbers, staff, PTA | eaders, parents, and students on
issues related to MCPS. As | have told sone of you, if you need
alittle behind-the-scenes information about Dr. Pitt or Dr.
Vance, ny phone nunber is in the book. | will also get involved
with charitable work. So fair warning to those of you who know
me, your checkbooks will be needed.

"As a last gesture, | have a small gift for MCPS. 1In early 1986
as nost candidates do in elections, | had established a canpaign
fund for ny election to the Board. That account is still active
and still has a small cash balance. Concurrent with the
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conclusion of ny term we will close that account and donate the
remai ning funds to the MCPS Educati on Foundation. It is not

much, but | would rather give to the children of this county than
to the state of Maryland' s general fund.

"Again, note takers make note of this. You must conclude with a
final statenent. And renenber try to | eave them |l aughing. So |
say again thank you all for the past four years. M best w shes
to the new Board, and who knows -- here conmes the |laugh -- | may
be back sone day."

Re: STATEMENT BY MRS. PRAI SNER
Ms. Praisner made the follow ng statenent:

"Fel |l ow nenbers of the County Council take note of the defective
quality of these m crophones.

"This has been a very enotional and a very long day for ne as |
find nmyself in the unique position of being the first person to
nove directly fromthe Board of Education to the County Counci l
As | sit here, not as a nenber of the Board of Education, but as
a nenber of the County Council, | would like to | eave a few Board
of Education comments, if you will permt nme to do so.

"In the last nonth or so | have spent a great deal of tine going
through ny file cabinets and ny files trying to decide what wll
nmove with me to the other side of Rockville, what wll stay at
honme, and what belongs in the circular file. | have been struck
as | went through the nmany folders of education material dating
back to before | ran for office the first time in 1980, to ny
first associations with the school systemas a nenber of a task
force and commttee positions and then to the eight years on the
Board of Education, | was struck by the cycle that | saw nyself
being a participant in -- and the school systemas well. | was
struck nmy how many tines | saw the sanme subjects cone up again
and again. You don't know how many fol ders of the transfer
policy I collected and col |l ated over the weekend -- how many
pieces related to facilities. | think I had three file cabinet
drawers full of facility issues, and here we cone back with

al nost the sane facility questions again.

"So | guess ny nessage or ny comment to Board nenbers, both
continuing and new, and to the community that is associated with
education is that one should not take one's self too seriously
because each burning issue that you think is all inportant and is
the end-all and be-all seens to cone around again in a few years,
and everything that you thought was the end of the world or do-
or-die really wasn't. The other thing that | have | earned over
the last few years as a nenber of the Board of Education is
sonething that | heard said by soneone | admre a great deal,
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sonmeone who has served on a Board of Education as well. The
coment was nmade once in a group of Board nenbers who were

tal ki ng about how very difficult it is for a superintendent to
have ei ght bosses. The individual responded by saying, 'no, | am
not one of eight bosses for the superintendent. | amone eighth
of the superintendent's boss.' | think there is a distinction
that is very inportant. Individual Board nenbers are really
relatively insignificant. It is the collective Board, the eight
menbers of the Board working together who set policy, who nust
wor k together, and then set the direction for the school system
In this case, eight nenbers because Montgonery County has ei ght
menbers, but whether it is nine or five or seven, the point that
| think is extrenely inportant is that you nmust work together.

It is together that you set that policy, and together that you
point the direction and direct your staff.

"As | said there were a lot of issues that | saw cone round
again. The other thing that came in ny mnd over the |ast few
weeks were the many people that | have pleasure and the honor to
work with, both on this side of the table and within the school
system Board nenbers and friends and even individuals who ran
for the Board of Education and were not successful. | was

i npressed by the deep conviction and commtnent to education in
Mont gonmery County. | hope it never ends. | hope it continues no
matter what the situations are. | think that is what nakes

Mont gonery County very special -- that comm tnent and that
recognition of the inportance of education.

"l have had a wonderful opportunity, as | said, to neet and work
with people. | have had also a very supportive famly over the
| ast eight years, and they are going to also have to be very
supportive in the next role that I assunme. So | would like to

acknow edge and thank themthis evening as well. M children--
especially ny youngest--1 have been on the Board of Education for
over a third of her life, and that is, | think, significant

because there are sacrifices associated with a Board nenber and
having a nother or father on the Board of Education. Over one
third of the years that | have been married, | have been a nenber
of the Board of Education. That nmeans that ny husband has had to
cook a lot of neals and spend a lot of tinme know ng that | was
goi ng el sewhere or involved in sonme neetings. And new Board
menbers he hasn't packaged the book of recipes, but as Sharon

Di Fonzo knows both Dan and Don have beconme great chefs -- over
1,001 ways to make chili, to use hanburger. W have now branched
out into pizza and pizza dough and a variety of other ethnic
meals. So he is quite the chef.

"I also want to acknow edge anot her individual who is here and

t hank her. Thank her for ny roots, thank her for ny val ues,

t hank her for her |ove and her support, and that's nmy nother. |If
there is anything that | have learned or if there is anything
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t hat peopl e have cone to ne and thanked nme for ny commtnent or
my dedication to public service or to the community, | owe it al
to that woman because she showed nme the way at a very young age
that community service and what you do for others is very

i nportant.

"l have had many honors as a nenber of the Board of Education --
two terns as Board president, president of the Maryl and

Associ ation of Boards of Education, chairman of the Northeast
Regi on of the National School Boards Associ ation, president of

t he National Federation of Urban-Suburban School D stricts. It
has been a wonderful, wonderful eight years. The opportunity to
nmeet people around this country has been just unbelievable. |
have been able to travel many mles including to Korea to see the
school systens there and to work with people there. And | cone
back each tinme inpressed over and over again by the quality of

t he people within Montgonmery County Public School s.

"I't has been ny honor to participate in two superintendent
searches and to be obviously as Board president very involved in
the selection of Harry Pitt as superintendent. The people that
he represents as superintendent, Dr. Paul Vance as deputy
superintendent, all of the staff people within this roomand the
many staff people in the schools, in our offices, and our centers
and the area offices | |eave you with the utnost respect and
appreciation and gratitude for what you do day-in and day-out for
the children of this county. You are unbelievable.

"Finally I would like to offer ny deepest thanks to ny coll eagues
on the Board of Education here and ny best w shes to the new
Board nenbers and al so ny deepest appreciation to the School
Board staff. The luncheon that we had | ast week was a wonder f ul
opportunity for us to say thank you again to all of you for the
many hours, for the dedication, for the support that you provide
as | think Jimindicated, you do nmake us | ook good. W do

appreciate it. | appreciate it. | wll never forget you all. |
wi |l never forget any of you at this table. It has been an
i ncredi ble eight years for ne. Thank you all very nuch. It has

been an honor to serve you as a nenber of the Board of
Education.”

Re: A STATEMENT BY DR SHOENBERG
Dr. Shoenberg made the follow ng statenent:

"As you can tell there are many things on the m nds of departing
menbers at this tine as we think back over many years and many
hours commtted to this task. | can't say all the things in ny
m nd. You don't know that because you won't know the things that
| haven't said, but | will try and say a few of them anyway. |
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think they will generally follow M. Gol densohn's outline, and
w Il endeavor to earn his high regard and a good grade.

"One of the things |I think about is all the things |I would have
i ked to have done but never got around to doing like visiting
Monocacy El enentary School or having a real conversation with
sone of the staff people I nmuch admre. | think about sone of
the things I would have liked to have nade happen and never could
particularly some changes in the way we organi ze hi gh schoo
curriculum | renmenber sonme good things for which the Board can
reasonably take credit like restoring civility to relationships
bet ween the Board and the community and the Board and staff. And
| think about the literally tons of paper that have passed across
my desk.

"But nost of all | have to think of the wonderful people with
whom | have had the opportunity to work -- the Board nenbers
every one of themwho no matter how nuch we may have di sagreed at
times were always col | eagues and al ways nmade heroic efforts to do
conscientiously the job they were elected to do. | think about
Marilyn and Jim my conrades in two election canpaigns. | recal
with admration and gratitude the Board staff and senior staff
menbers who never said no to any request and sonetines should
have and who saved our skins when we would let them | renenber
Wi th great pride the school adm nistrators and teaching staff and
support staff who do the kind of job day after day that gives the
Mont gonery County Public Schools a reputation that no | arge
systemin this country can match. Their work has been vali dated
many tinmes over by the many awards that MCPS and they have
received. And | think about students, earnest, commtted

usual ly, and trying to make sone sense of the world. Their hard
work as much as ours makes this a great school system

"I have sone personal feelings that | would also Iike to share

with you. It has been, despite nonents of self doubt and
di scouragenent, an eight-year-long high to serve ny community in
this way. | have been proud to hold significant public office in

Mont gonery County. Another feeling has renmained with ne

t hroughout these eight years. On the evening | took office |

read a poem about a |ove relationship that tal ked of the

persi stence of strong affection despite turnoil and quarreling
and general hubbub. | thought that was an apt anal ogy for what
bei ng a school Board nenber would be |ike, and | have found that
indeed it is. So tonight I would express ny feelings with a poem
about a love affair that is ending. This is a sonnet by a
contenporary of Shakespeare's, and it has al ways been a favorite
of m ne.

Since there's no help, cone let us kiss and part;
Nay, | have done, you get no nore of ne,
And | amglad, yea glad with all ny heart
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That thus so cleanly | nyself can free;

Shake hands for ever, cancel all our vows,

And when we neet at any tine again,

Be it not seen in either of our brows

That we one jot of former |over retain.

Now at the | ast gasp of |ove's | atest breath,
When, his pulse failing, passion speechless |lies,
VWen faith is kneeling by his bed of death,

And i nnocence is closing up his eyes,

Now i f thou woul dst, when all have given hi mover,
From death to life thou m ghtst himyet recover.

"Well the last line doesn't quite fit. This affair has been past
resuscitation since | decided in January not to seek anot her
term but that anmbiguity of knowng I'mright that this

rel ati onship should end but not quite wanting it to is very nuch
with nme tonight.

"One other love relationship |I nmust acknow edge and that is one
of 32 years with ny wife Sue. It can only be love and |l oyalty
t hat have enabl ed her and our daughters Hall ey and Dana to nake
the sacrifices that have allowed nme to have this experience.
amgrateful nore than | can say for the opportunity they have
given nme and for their continuous support. But they can be
assured | will be around a ot nmore now. That doesn't nean |
won't be willing to deliver nyself of a few thoughts on education
once in a while, if asked, or that I wll be unwilling to be
lured out for a few evenings to do something useful for the
community. Indeed, | wll probably be disappointed if sonebody
doesn't at |east ask.

"But that is enough. It is getting to be a long evening, and it
is warmin here. | thank you all for a wonderful eight years,
and the very best of luck to those of you who will carry on."

Re: REMARKS BY OTHER BCQARD NMENMBERS
Ms. Di Fonzo, Ms. Hobbs, M. Chang, and M. Ew ng wel coned the
newy installed Board nenbers and t hanked the out goi ng nenbers
for their years of service.

Re: CALLI NG A SPECI AL MEETI NG

Dr. Pitt called a special neeting for the purpose of electing a
president pro tem

RESOLUTI ON NO. 755-90 Re: ELECTI ON OF PRESI DENT PRO TEM

On notion of M. Chang seconded by Dr. Cheung, the foll ow ng
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:
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VWHEREAS, As of Decenber 3, 1990, the Board of Education is
W t hout a president and a vice president; and

VWHEREAS, The el ection of Board officers will take place on
Decenber 11; and

VWHEREAS, There is a need to have a presiding officer at several
executive session neetings between Decenber 3 and Decenber 11;
now therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the Board of Education take action to elect a
president PRO TEMto preside until the schedul ed el ection of
of ficers on Decenber 11.
RESCLUTI ON NO. 756-90 Re: PRESI DENT PRO TEM
On notion of Ms. Fanconi seconded by Ms. Gutierrez, the
foll ow ng resolution was adopted with Ms. Brenneman, M. Chang,
Dr. Cheung, M. Ewing, Ms. Fanconi, Ms. Gutierrez, and Ms.
Hobbs voting in the affirmative; Ms. D Fonzo abstai ning:
RESCLVED, That Blair G Ew ng be el ected president PRO TEM

Re:  ADJOURNVENT

The president PRO TEM adj ourned the neeting at 9:25 p. m

SECRETARY
HP: il w



