APPROVED Rockvill e, Maryl and
14-1989 February 21, 1989

The Board of Education of Montgonery County nmet in special session at
the Carver Educational Services Center, Rockville, Maryland, on
Tuesday, February 21, 1989, at 7:20 p.m

ROLL CALL Present: Dr. Janes E. Cronin, President

in the Chair

Ms. Sharon Di Fonzo

M. Blair G BEw ng

M. Bruce A ol densohn

Ms. Catherine E. Hobbs

M. Chan Park

Ms. Marilyn J. Praisner

Dr. Robert E. Shoenberg

Absent: None

O hers Present: Dr. Harry Pitt, Superintendent of School s
Dr. Paul L. Vance, Deputy Superintendent

Re: PUBLI C HEARI NG - FACI LI TI ES
RECOMVENDATI ONS

Dr. Cronin explained the rules of the public hearing including the
timng systemand the provision of copies of testinony to the nmenbers
of the Board of Educati on.

Re: MJNI Cl PALI TI ES, COUNTYW DE ORGANI ZATI ONS
AND CI VI C ASSQOCI ATI ONS

The foll owi ng individuals appeared before the Board of Education:

Bill Leader, Layhill View Civic Association

Si gne Wetrogan, Stonegate Citizens Association

G eg Praske, Strathnore/Bel Pre Citizens Association
Beverly Johnson, National Council of Negro Wnen
Roscoe N x, Mntgonery County Chapter, NAACP

Larry Rotondo, Longnmead Crossing Comunity Associ ation
Ri chard Meyers, Peachwood Civic Association

Carolyn Ll oyd, Layhill Village C vic Association
Dotti e Lohse, Quaint Acres Civic Association

10. Dale Helner, Valleybrook GCivic Association

11. Joan Wl ff, Springbrook C vic Association

12. diff Sobir, Stratford Wods Hone Oaners

CONPORWLNE

Re: BQOARD/ COMMUNI TY DI ALOGUE

In regard to pairing Strathnmore and Bel Pre, Dr. Shoenberg asked how
they woul d handl e K-2 safety patrols. M. Coldensohn asked if staff
had consi dered wal ki ng di stances of |less than one mle for students
in the | ower grades. Dr. Shoenberg asked what woul d happen to
primary and intermedi ate | earni ng di sabled classes. He asked if they



woul d be split with the rest of the population if the pairing of the
two school s took place.

Re: CHURCHI LL CLUSTER

Suzi e Braunstein and Mark Guyer, Center Program appeared before the
Boar d.

Re: SENECA VALLEY CLUSTER
Jani ce Li ndsay appeared before the Board.
Re: EI NSTEI N CLUSTER

Tom Kean, co-coordi nator, and Shel don Fi shman, Cakl and Terr ace,
appear ed before the Board.

Re: SHERWDOD CLUSTER
Nancy Hal | appeared before the Board.
Re: BQARD/ COWUNI TY DI ALOGUE

M's. Praisner asked for a breakdown of the sixth and seventh graders
who woul d be affected by the articulation proposal to nove themto
Wod or keep themin Farquhar. She asked staff to provide a list of
ot her actions taken by the Board in the past where high schoo
service areas had been changed at the end of junior high school for
students currently assigned to a high school feeder pattern

Re: ROCKVI LLE CLUSTER
Judy Merkel appeared before the Board.
Re: KENNEDY CLUSTER
The foll ow ng individuals appeared before the Board:
Mary Bat cher, co-coordi nator
Ann GrahamHamlin, Bel Pre

Kate Giffin, Strathnore
John Finkl ea, Georgian Forest

s

Re: BQOARD/ COMMUNI TY DI ALOGUE

Dr. Shoenberg asked if there was any way of nmaking an estinmate
recogni zi ng that wal king patterns woul d have to be reviewed in terns
of safety, of how many students at Strathnore and Bel Pre would be
wal kers in any given year under the pairing plan and under the
separate K-5 entities. Staff advised that estimtes woul d be based
on today's avail abl e dat a.



Regarding the Bel Pre site, Ms. Praisner asked if its size and
configurati on woul d accommodat e seven cl assroons under the pairing
proposal. She asked if they could be placed so that bl acktops and
pl ay areas could be maintained. She asked about any probl ens
associated with the Bel Pre site and whether the alternative which
required 10 cl assroons woul d be feasible. She requested answers to
t he sane questions for Strathnore.

Board nmenbers noted that the county executive had said he wanted to
retain Argyle for use as a school. There were also conmunity
concerns about the disposition of the school. Staff was asked what
woul d happen to Bel Pre and Strathnore vis-a-vis Argyle if Argyle
were reopened as a mddle school. Dr. Pitt said that MCPS had
requested that Argyle be retained as a holding school. The county
executive was recommendi ng a Septenber, 1990, reopening of the
school, but MCPS did not agree because it was needed as a hol di ng
school. The Board asked about the effect on students as far as
timng if Argyle were reopened as a functioning school.

Re:  SPRI NGBROOK CLUSTER
The foll ow ng individuals appeared before the Board:

Evel yn Roebuck Broad Acres

Sue Strachman, Cresthaven

M cky Cokely, Stonegate

Al Obayuwana, Stonegate

Susan McCrone, Stonegate

Janet Urban, Westover

Cene Katz, Westover

Rebecca Wi kel , Westover

Nancy Jacobstein, Jackson Road
10. doria Mrtin-Pressman, Cannon Road
11. Abby Gol dblatt, Cannon Road
12. MNarie Pepper, Wite Oak

13. Kathy Queen, Co-coordinator

CONPORWLNE

Re: BQOARD/ COMMUNI TY DI ALOGUE

Regardi ng the nove of the Doral community from Kennedy back to
Springbrook, the Board asked about the effect for all three levels in
t he Springbrook cluster to having that happen and al so t he Kennedy
cluster.

M's. Praisner asked how resources for special prograns, i.e., Chapter
| at Burnt MIIs and Jackson Road, would be inpacted, especially as
it related to the Jackson Road testinony. M. Ew ng asked staff to

| ook at page 2 of the Jackson Road testinony and their questions when
responding to Ms. Praisner. Dr. Cronin asked staff to follow up on
Board nmenbers' concerns about Cannon Road and St onegate questions
raised in their testinmony. M. Ewi ng asked staff to provide a
response to the Board on the questions raised by Stratford Wods in
Section 4 of their testinony.



Dr. Shoenberg asked staff to provide information on the percentage of
owner - occupi ed houses and rental units, single fam |y hones,

t omnhouses, broken down to reflect nunbers if schools are paired or
mai nt ai ned as K-5 schools. Staff clarified that they could present

i nformati on for each of the schools as they are now organi zed but
could not make a break out by grade.

For the record, Dr. Cronin said that at the tinme the Board took a
vote in particular instances, the Argyle/Key situation wuld cone
into play so that if in the future it did affect MCPS by County
Counci| decision, the comunity woul d have been notified that the
possibility did exist. |If the Board had to cone back to this, it
woul d not appear that the Board was changing its mnd, but rather
reacting to a situation previously recognized.

For the record, Dr. Cronin expressed thanks on behal f of the Board to
all cluster coordinators for their spectacular effects in
coordinating testinmony fromall the schools. Dr. Pitt reiterated his
t hanks and al so thanked staff for all their hard work.

Re:  ADJOURNMENT

The president adjourned the nmeeting at 10:20 p.m

PRESI DENT

SECRETARY
HP: m w



