APPROVED Rockvill e, Maryl and
17-1985 February 26, 1985

The Board of Education of Montgonery County net in special session
at Wheaton Hi gh School, Wheaton, Maryl and, on Tuesday, February 26,
1985, at 7:45 p.m

ROLL CALL Present: Dr. Robert E. Shoenberg, President in
the Chair

Dr. Janmes E. Cronin

M's. Sharon Di Fonzo

M ss Jacqui e Duby

M. Blair G BEw ng

Dr. Jerem ah Fl oyd

Ms. Marilyn J. Praisner

M's. Mary Margaret Slye

Absent: None

O hers Present: Dr. Wlnmer S Cody, Superintendent of
School s
Dr. Harry Pitt, Deputy Superintendent
M. Thomas S. Fess, Parlianentarian

Re: Public Hearing for Northwood Hi gh
School

The foll owi ng individuals appeared before the Board of Education:

Freddi e Hodges, Stan Ehrlich, Roscoe N x, David Kaplan, Carol Crecy,
Vi cki Tayl or, Shawn Brennan, and Annette Lane.

Re: Dialogue with the Board of
Educati on

M's. Praisner said she would like a review of the renovation costs
provi ded by the Northwood community and a response as to whet her
staff agreed with the costs and the itenms for renovation. She also
assuned that staff would be using the same renovati on standards
countywi de. She requested a comnpari son of what woul d be needed as
far as the renovations referred to at Springbrook and Blair
considering the fact they were in the process of naking major
changes at Blair. She asked for a paper on the length of tinme staff
anticipated the use of portables in the schools cited by Northwood.
She requested a copy of the report fromthe TAC conmm ttee and sone
comments fromDr. Brennan about the process.

M ss Duby said that in reference to the inpact of a reduction in
class size on building utilization and the statistic about the

addi ti onal portables needed, she would like information on the
accuracy of that statistic. She asked for a map and description of
changes in Northwood and Springbrook regardi ng boundary changes or
school closure actions, when they were taken, and where the students
were going. She wanted to see what the feeder patterns were and



what they are now.

Dr. Shoenberg said there was a statenent that the cost per square
foot for the addition at Paint Branch appeared to be hi gher than the
cost per square foot used for Springbrook and Blair additions. He
asked for a staff response. He also asked for staff comment on the
nature and source of the different figures for the Northwood
renovation. He wanted to know about the Northwood versus Einstein
cost of renovations of a couple of years ago.

M. Ewing said he would |ike to expand on the request nmade by M ss
Duby on reassignments of students. He requested this information
for Blair, Northwood, Einstein, Springbrook, Paint Branch, and
Kennedy. He asked for a staff response and | egal advice on the
followi ng: The assertion had been nade that if they adopted a
policy with respect to acceptance into a magnet school of what was
typically referred to as "net effect,” which is holding transfers of
mnority students into nagnet schools for action if they adversely

i npacted raci al balance until such tinme as there were others of
majority status who applied and who could offset that, that would
have the result of inpacting negatively some mnority students whose
educati onal needs would, therefore, not be net. As he understood
it, the federal courts had held consistently that school systens may
est abl i sh magnet prograns and nagnet schools for the purpose of

i nproving racial balance in the schools, that they may set adm ssion
criteria which are related to race and ethnic group nmenbership

i nsofar as those are related to inproving racial bal ance, and that
woul d not be regarded as an unacceptabl e arrangenment, assum ng the
purpose is not to deny any student the basic education the schoo
systemoffers. He asked whether it was not also the case that

what ever policy the Board adopted with respect to net effect and
with respect to transfers, it was not the intention of staff to
recommend that the policy not permit themto adnmt students as
exceptions to the policy if there was an overwhel m ng educati ona
need which had to be nmet in specific cases and circunstances.

Re: Public Hearing for Mntgonery
Bl air H gh Schoo

The foll ow ng individuals appeared before the Board of Education

Barbara Cantor, Allen Graham Sergio Garcia, Rose Brown, Lisa Kraft,
and Joe Steinbock.

Re: Dialogue with the Board of
Educati on

M's. Praisner noted that reference had been nmade to the way the ESCL
program operated at Blair Hi gh School, and she requested
clarification fromstaff as to how ot her high school s operated ESOL
prograns. She requested information on additional costs for

i ncreasi ng the nagnet such as program costs, and Dr. Shoenberg hoped
this would include staffing. She also asked for staff comments on
the nunber of students in a school in order for it to be a viable



hi gh school program The community had referred to 400-450
students, while the facilities plan called for 250 students per
grade. She asked for comments on the need for nore students in a
school with a very diverse student body.

M. Ew ng requested information on new housing in the Blair and
Nort hwood area and its expected inpact.

Re: Public Hearing for Einstein High
School

The foll owi ng individuals appeared before the Board of Education:
Bill Wsner, Donna WIcox, Jinny Quy, Betty Mhr, and Jinny CGuy.

Re: Public Hearing for Kennedy Hi gh
School

The foll owi ng individuals appeared before the Board: A Rtter,
Wl liam A nstead, and George Teitel baum

Re: City of Takoma Park
Louis D Ovido appeared before the Board of Education.

Re: Public Hearing for Takonma Park
Juni or High

The foll owi ng individuals appeared before the Board: Jean
Nar ayanan, M chael R chman, and David Bernal .

Re: Dialogue with the Board of
Educati on

M's. Praisner commented that she did not see cost figures with the
alternative devel oped by staff and asked for a general idea of the
cost inplications if they were to adopt the option and keep Blair as
a 10-12 school and have the ninth grade part of the program at
Takoma Par k.

Re: Public Hearing for Eastern
I nternedi ate

Gl arence Steinberg appeared before the Board of Educati on.

Re: Public Hearing for Sligo
I nternedi ate

The foll ow ng individuals appeared before the Board of Education:
Di ane Smith and Barbara Gownder.

Re:  Adj our nnent

The president adjourned the neeting at 12:20 a.m
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