APPROVED Rockvill e, Maryl and
20- 1984 March 13, 1984

The Board of Education of Montgonery County net in regul ar session
at the Educational Services Center, Rockville, Mryland, on Tuesday,
March 13, 1984, at 11:05 a.m

ROLL CALL Present: Ms. Marilyn J. Praisner, President in
the Chair
Dr. Janmes E. Cronin
M. Blair G BEw ng
Dr. Marian L. Greenblatt*
Ms. Suzanne K Peyser*
M. Peter Robertson
M's. Odessa M Shannon
Dr. Robert E. Shoenberg

Absent: None

O hers Present: Dr. Wlnmer S Cody, Superintendent of
School s
Harry Pitt, Deputy Superintendent
Robert S. Shaffner, Executive
Assi st ant
Thomas S. Fess, Parlianmentarian

Resol ution No. 174-84 Re: Board Agenda - March 13, 1984
On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin
seconded by M. Ewing, the follow ng resolution was adopt ed

unani nousl y:

Resol ved, That the Board of Education approve its agenda for March
13, 1984.

*Dr. Greenblatt and Ms. Peyser joined the neeting at this point.
Re: Graduation Requirenents

On June 14, 1983, Dr. Geenblatt noved and Ms. Peyser seconded the
fol | owi ng:

Resol ved, That the requirenents for graduation be increased as
fol | ows:

1 credit for math including half a credit for computer math

1 credit for science

1 credit for social studies including world history or non U S.
hi story

1/2 credit for art, nusic, or dranmm

and be it further

Resol ved, That the total nunber of credits for graduation be



increased from20 to 22; and be it further

Resol ved, That these requirenents be inplemented for Septenber, 1983
for the graduating class of 1988; and be it further

Resol ved, That the superintendent devel op a proposal for a
certificate of acadenic excellence to be awarded with the genera
di pl oma by the Board for the class of 1987.

On July 12, 1983, Ms. Peyser noved and Dr. G eenblatt seconded the
fol |l owi ng:

Resol ved, That Al gebra | be a one-credit course whether it is taken
in one year, two years, or three years; and be it further

Resol ved, That math courses taken to fulfill the two-credit

requi renent which may be changed to a three-credit requirement be
courses in the math departnment taught by math teachers; and be it
further

Resol ved, That students be required for graduation to take one year
of a foreign |anguage; and be it further Mote: changed editorially
to two years of a foreign | anguaged

Resol ved, That MCPS establish a certificate of acaden c achi evenent
to be awarded to students who take a specified nunber of additiona
academ c courses beyond the basic requirenents and naintain a

speci fied grade point average and that the requirenents for this
certificate of academ c achi evenent be devel oped by the
superintendent and approved by the Board of Education

Resol uti on No. 175-85 Re: Tabling of Proposals on Increasing
Graduati on Requirenents

On nmotion of Dr. Cronin seconded by Ms. Shannon, the foll ow ng
resol uti on was adopted with Dr. Cronin, M. BEw ng, Ms. Praisner,
M's. Shannon, and Dr. Shoenberg voting in the affirmative; Dr.
Greenbl att and Ms. Peyser voting in the negative (M. Robertson
voting in the affirmative):

Resol ved, That the proposals on increasing graduation requirenments
be tabled until the State Board of Education has made its
determ nati on on graduation requirenents.

Re: Proposed Resol uti on on Homewor k
( FAI LED)

The following notion by Ms. Peyser failed of adoption with Dr.
Greenblatt and Ms. Peyser voting in the affirmative; M. Ew ng

M's. Shannon, and Dr. Shoenberg voting in the negative; Dr. Cronin
and Ms. Praisner abstaining (M. Robertson voting in the negative):

WHEREAS, Research has shown that the single nost reliable indicator



of student achi evenent is homework; and

WHEREAS, The current K-8 Policy includes the requirenment that
honewor k be assigned 3-5 tinmes a week; and

WHEREAS, Practice, drill and review outside of class are necessary
to reinforce what is taught in class; and

WHEREAS, Research has shown that the nore tine spent on | earning,
the nore learning will take place, and daily homework can increase
student tinme spent on |earning by 10% 20% 50% or nore; and

WHEREAS, There is not enough tinme in class for students to
t horoughly nmaster all the skills, concepts and know edge of an
academ c¢ subject; and

WHEREAS, Students learn to be nore i ndependent when they are given
opportunities to follow directions and conpl ete assi gnnents outside
of class; and

WHEREAS, Daily homewor k gives students the opportunity to devel op
sel f-discipline, which is necessary for success in jobs and coll ege;
and

WHEREAS, Regul ar homewor k provi des nore opportunities for creativity
and enriches the | earning that takes place during the school day;
and

WHEREAS, CGood study habits are devel oped when students read and
research material, wite essays, review |l essons, and study for tests
at hone; and

WHEREAS, There is greater continuity of |earning when homework
serves as a carry-over fromthe | essons of one day to the | essons of
the next day, and there is a day-to-day sense of purpose in that

ki nd of | earning; and

WHEREAS, Daily homework inproves communi cati on between the home and
school, parents have an understanding of the work their children are
doi ng, a check on their children's progress, and an opportunity to
assist their children in their studies; now therefore be it

Resol ved, That in the academ c subjects, grades 9-12, honmework (to
be done outside of class) will be assigned 3-5 tines a week

@di torial change: for short overnight assignments or a conparable
tinme requirement for |onger assignnentsd, and the length and type of
assignment will be determined by the individual teacher and shoul d
include a variety of activities: reading, witing, review, drill,
short-termand |l ong-termprojects, etc., depending on the subject;
and be it further

Resol ved, That the above resol ution be included in the MCPS Honewor k
Policy and the MCPS Senior High Policy.



Resol uti on No. 176-84 Re: Amendnent to the Board Agenda for
March 13, 1984

On notion of Dr. Geenblatt seconded by Ms. Peyser, the foll ow ng
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

Resol ved, That the Board of Education anend its agenda for March 13,
1984, to take up the itenms on math instruction and rewardi ng school s
prior to |unch.

Re: Task Force on Math Instruction

On February 14, 1984, Dr. Geenblatt noved and Ms. Peyser seconded
the foll ow ng:

WHEREAS, There is a severe problemw th math achi evenent in county
school s as denonstrated on the Maryland Functional Math Test for
graduation and other tests; and

WHEREAS, There is a "math phobi a" anmong sone students--nost notably
femal e; and

WHEREAS, An inportant part of our students' education is the support
of parents to assist and reinforce instruction in the hone; and

WHEREAS, Mat h textbooks are notoriously witten to obscure rather
than enlighten; now therefore be it

Resol ved, That a task force be established to reviewthe validity of
continuing "new math" instruction and to review the methods and

t ext books by John H. Saxon and other nore traditional approaches to
mat hemati cal instruction which allow parents and students to
understand the | anguage and include sufficient drill, practice, and
review to inmprove math instruction; and be it further

Resol ved, That this task force shall include primarily individuals
with training in and/ or careers which apply mathematics, parents
with limted mat hemati cal backgrounds, and a math educator as an ex
of ficio nmenber; and be it further

Resol ved, That the task force shall report its findings and
recomrendations to the Board of Education in three nonths; and be it
further

Resol ved, That the superintendent establish for Septenber pil ot
schools at the elenentary, junior, and senior high levels to test
t he Saxon approach and eval uate the achi evenent of those students
conpared with the students in our current program

Resol ution No. 177-84 Re: Substitute Motion by M. Ew ng on
Math | nstruction

On notion of M. BEw ng seconded by Ms. Shannon, the foll ow ng
resol uti on was adopted with Dr. Cronin, M. BEw ng, Ms. Praisner,



and Ms. Shannon voting in the affirmative; Dr. Geenblatt, Ms.
Peyser, and Dr. Shoenberg voting in the negative (M. Robertson
voting in the negative):

Resol ved, That the superintendent create a task force including
persons from outside the school systemto reevaluate the math
curriculumin conjunction with the work al ready underway to achi eve
the Board's priority goals Nos. 1 and 2 and that reconmendations for
i nprovenent, if needed, be brought to the Board for review and any
needed acti on.

Dr. Greenblatt indicated that she voted against the substitute
not i on because she supported the original notion to have a citizen
task force and a pilot project to test the Saxon approach.

Re: Proposed Resol ution on Rewarding
School s

On January 10, 1984, Dr. Geenblatt noved and Ms. Peyser seconded
the foll ow ng:

WHEREAS, The United States Departnent of Education has rewarded
excel | ent schools across this nation; now therefore be it

Resol ved, That the Board of Education of Mntgonery County will
establish an awards program for excellent schools within Mntgonmery
County.

Dr. Greenblatt and Ms. Peyser agreed that the wordi ng should be
changed to substitute "a program for recognizing excellent schools
wi thi n Montgonery County" for "an awards program for excell ent
school s within Mntgonmery County."

Resol ution No. 178-84 Re: An Amendnent to the Proposed
Resol uti on on Rewardi ng School s

On notion of Dr. Shoenberg seconded by M. Ewi ng, the foll ow ng
resol uti on was adopted with M. Ewing, Ms. Praisner, Ms. Shannon,
and Dr. Shoenberg voting in the affirmative; Dr. Geenblatt and Ms.

Peyser voting in the negative; Dr. Cronin abstaining (M. Robertson
abst ai ni ng):

Resol ved, That the proposed resolution on rewardi ng schools be
anended by substituting "to recogni ze prograns w thin schools that
achi eve outstanding results" for "excellent schools."

Resol ution No. 179-84 Re: An Amendnent to the Proposed
Resol uti on on Rewardi ng School s

On notion of Dr. Geenblatt seconded by Ms. Peyser, the foll ow ng
resol ution was adopted with Dr. Greenblatt, Ms. Peyser, Ms.
Shannon, and Dr. Shoenberg voting in the affirmative; Dr. Cronin,
M. Ewi ng, and Ms. Praisner voting in the negative (M. Robertson



voting in the negative):

Resol ved, That the proposed resolution on rewardi ng schools be
anended by addi ng "schools and/or" after "to recognize."

Resol uti on No. 180-84 Re: Rewardi ng School s

On notion of Dr. Geenblatt seconded by Ms. Peyser, the foll ow ng
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

WHEREAS, The United States Departnent of Education has rewarded
excel | ent schools across this nation; now therefore be it

Resol ved, That the Board of Education of Mntgonery County will
establish a programto recogni ze schools and/or prograns wthin
school s that achieve outstanding results in Montgonery County.

Re: Announcenent

M's. Praisner announced that M. Ewing and Dr. Greenblatt left the
meeting during the lunch break because of enpl oynent
responsibilities.

Resol uti on No. 181-84 Re: Award of Procurement Contracts
Over $25, 000

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin
seconded by Dr. Shoenberg, the follow ng resolution was adopted
unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, Funds have been budgeted for the purchase of equipnent,
supplies, and contractual services; now therefore be it

Resol ved, That having been duly advertised, the contracts be awarded
to the | ow bidders neeting specifications as shown for the bids as
fol | ows:

34-84 Steam O eaner Pressure Washer
Nane of Vendor (s) Dol | ar Val ue of Contracts
Capital Tire Equi pnent Sal es $ 8,190

72-84 Art and School Papers
Nane of Vendor (s)
Chasel l e, Inc. $173, 228

79-84 Musical Instrunents
Nane of Vendor (s)

Dal e Musi ¢ Conpany, Inc. $ 2,100
Druns Unlimted, Inc. 649
| deal Musi c Company 3,387
Misic & Arts Center, Inc. 92
Washi ngt on Music Center, Inc. 23,042

Wenger Cor poration 3,060



Zavarella's Misic 3, 339
Tot al $ 35, 669
83-94 Table Top Mailing Machi ne
Nane of Vendor (s)
F.M A. dba Friden Al catel $ 5,552

105-84 Pol yet hyl ene Trash Bags
Nane of Vendor (s)

Calico Industries, Inc. $ 18, 636
Lani ado Wol esal e 13, 200
Tot al $ 31, 836

G and Tot al $254, 475

and be it further

Resol ved, That the existing | ease purchase contracts be converted
into installnment purchase contracts as foll ows:

Key Di sk System
Nane of Vendor (s)
Sperry Cor poration $ 31, 208

Tel econmuni cati ons Control Unit
Nane of Vendor (s)

| BM Cor por ati on $ 34, 815
Tot al $ 66, 023
Resol uti on No. 182-84 Re: FY 1984 Categorical Transfer

Wthin the School In-service
Coor di nator for Mainstrean ng
Pr oj ect

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin
seconded by Ms. Shannon, the follow ng resol ution was adopted
unani nousl y:

Resol ved, That the superintendent of schools be authorized to effect
the following transfer within the School |n-service Coordi nator for
Mai nst ream ng Project funded by the U S. Departnent of Education
under the Education of the Handi capped Act in accordance with the FY
1984 Provision for Transfer as adopted by Council Resolution 10-470
of Novenber 15, 1983:

Cat egory From To
04 Special Education $3, 652
10 Fixed Charges $3, 652

and be it further



Resol ved, That a copy of this resolution be transnmitted to the
county executive and the County Counci l

Resol uti on No. 183-84 Re: FY 1984 Suppl enental Appropriation
for the Intensive Vocationa
English C asses

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin
seconded by Ms. Shannon, the follow ng resolution was adopted
unani nousl y:

Resol ved, That the superintendent of schools be authorized, subject
to County Council approval, to receive and expend the grant award
within the followi ng categories fromthe Maryl and Departnent of
Human Resources under the Inmm gration and Nationality Act Targeted
Assi stance for Refugees, Title IV for the FY 1984 Intensive
Vocational English Classes for Nonliterate or Low Beginners in
Engl i sh:

Cat egory Suppl enent a
02 Instructional Salaries $85, 576
03 Instructional O her 5,299
08 Operation of Plant and Equi prent 500
10 Fixed Charges 7,274
Tot al $98, 649

and be it further

Resol ved, That the county executive be requested to recomend
approval of this supplenmental to the County Council and a copy be
sent to the county executive and County Counci l

Resol uti on No. 184-84 Re: FY 1984 Suppl enental Appropriation
for On-job-site Specific English
O asses for Enpl oyed Refugees

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin
seconded by Ms. Shannon, the follow ng resol ution was adopted
unani nousl y:

Resol ved, That the superintendent of schools be authorized, subject
to County Council approval, to receive and expend the grant award
within the followi ng categories fromthe Maryl and Departnent of
Human Resources under the Inmm gration and Nationality Act Targeted
Assi stance for Refugees, Title IV for the FY 1984 On-job-site
Specific English Casses for Enpl oyed Refugees:

Cat egory Suppl enent a



02 Instructional Salaries $36, 956

03 Instructional O her 3,444
10 Fixed Charges 3,142
Tot al $43, 542

and be it further

Resol ved, That the county executive be requested to recomend
approval of this supplenmental to the County Council and a copy be
sent to the county executive and County Counci l

Resol uti on No. 185-84 Re: Subm ssion of an FY 1985 G ant
Proposal to Investigate
Mat hemat i cs Cour se Enrol | nent
Patterns of Mnorities and Femal es

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin

seconded by Ms. Shannon, the follow ng resolution was adopted with

Dr. Cronin, Ms. Praisner, Ms. Shannon, and Dr. Shoenberg voting in
the affirmative; Ms. Peyser abstaining (M. Robertson voting in the
affirmative):

Resol ved, That the superintendent of schools be authorized to submt
an FY 1985 grant proposal to the National Science Foundation to

i nvestigate the differential mathematics course-taking patterns of
el ementary and secondary school students and the factors related to
their course selections; and be it further

Resol ved, That a copy of this resolution be sent to the county
executive and the County Council

Resol uti on No. 186-84 Re: FY 1984 Suppl enental Appropriation
to Inmprove Instruction Through the
Use of Humanities Thenmes and
Concepts in Grades 9-12

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin
seconded by Ms. Shannon, the follow ng resolution was adopted with
Dr. Cronin, Ms. Praisner, Ms. Shannon, and Dr. Shoenberg voting in
the affirmative; Ms. Peyser abstaining (M. Robertson voting in the
affirmative):

Resol ved, That the superintendent of schools be authorized, subject
to County Council approval, to receive and expend $174,800 in the
followi ng categories fromthe National Endowrent for the Humanities
to train teachers through a humanities institute in the sumrer of
1984 and in the sunmer of 1985 including authorization of 1.5

posi tions:



Cat egory Posi ti ons Suppl enent a

01 Administration 1.5* $140, 694
10 Fixed Charges 34,106
Tot al $174, 800

* Position detail:

Coordi nator (N .5
Teacher/ Speci al i st (C D) .5
Secretary (10) .5

Tot al 1.5

and be it further

Resol ved, That the county executive be requested to recomend
approval of this resolution to the County Council and a copy be sent
to the county executive and County Council.

Resol uti on No. 187-84 Re: Personnel Mnthly Report

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms. Peyser
seconded by Dr. Cronin, the follow ng resol uti on was adopt ed
unani nousl y:

Resol ved, That the follow ng appoi ntnents, resignations, and | eaves
of absence for professional and supporting services personnel be
approved: (TO BE APPENDED TO THESE M NUTES)

Resol uti on No. 188-84 Re: Extension of Sick Leave
On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms. Peyser
seconded by Dr. Cronin, the follow ng resol ution was adopt ed

unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, The enpl oyees |isted bel ow have suffered serious illness;
and

WHEREAS, Due to the prolonged illness, the enpl oyees' accunul ated
sick |l eave has expired; now therefore be it

Resol ved, That the Board of Education grant an extension of sick
| eave with three-fourths pay covering the nunber of days indicated:

Nane Position and Location No. of Days

Loi s Bell Assi stant Princi pal 30
Julius West Mddle

Joyce Cooper Bus Attendant 30
Area 1 Ofice

Jane Her mansen Di agnosti ¢ Teacher 30
Mar k Twai n

Reni (lrene) Mall oy Speci al Educati on 20

I nstructional Assistant



Rockvill e High
St anl ey Peet Bui | di ng Service Worker 30
J. F. Kennedy High

Resol uti on No. 189-84 Re: Death of Ms. Genevieve S. Johnson
Medi a Assistant at Westover E.S.

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms. Peyser
seconded by Dr. Cronin, the follow ng resol uti on was adopt ed
unani nousl y:

WHEREAS, The death on February 24, 1984, of Ms. Cenevieve S.
Johnson, a nedia assistant at Westover El enmentary School, has deeply
saddened the staff and nmenbers of the Board of Education; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Johnson had been a dedi cat ed nenber of the nedia
center staff for nore than twel ve years; and

WHEREAS, M's. Johnson was a conpetent and personabl e staff menber
whose contribution to the school programwas highly appreciated by
students and staff; now therefore be it

Resol ved, That the nmenbers of the Board of Education express their
sorrow at the death of Ms. Cenevieve S. Johnson and extend deepest
synpathy to her famly; and be it further

Resol ved, That this resolution be made part of the mnutes of this
meeting and a copy be forwarded to Ms. Johnson's famly.

Resol uti on No. 190-84 Re: Death of Ms. Louise J. Brown,
Admi ni strative School Secretary,
McKenney Hills Learning Center

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Ms. Peyser
seconded by Dr. Cronin, the follow ng resol ution was adopt ed
unani nousl y:

VWHEREAS, The sudden death on March 8, 1984, of Ms. Louise J. Brown,
an adm ni strative school secretary at McKenney Hills Learning
Center, has deeply saddened the staff and nmenbers of the Board of
Educati on; and

WHEREAS, M's. Brown had been a respected and dedi cated enpl oyee of
Mont gonmery County Public Schools for nore than twenty-five years;
and

WHEREAS, M's. Brown's patience, good hunor, and consideration for
ot hers made her a valuable asset to the staff, students, and
communi ty; now therefore be it

Resol ved, That the menbers of the Board of Education express their
sorrow at the death of Ms. Louise J. Brown and extend deepest
synpathy to her famly; and be it further



Resol ved, That this resolution be made part of the mnutes of this
nmeeting and a copy be forwarded to Ms. Brown's famly.

Re: Board Menber Conments

1. Ms. Shannon reported that she had been invited to speak to a
class at Tilden Internmedi ate School during Forei gn Language Week
One student fromthe Dom nican Republic indicated that the filns
bei ng shown were reinforcing stereotypes and thought that the true
pi cture of her country was not being presented. Ms. Shannon asked
that foreign |anguage fil s be revi ened.

2. Ms. Shannon said sone staff had gone to Japan and suggested
that Board nenmbers might |like to have staff share sonme of their
experiences. Dr. Shoenberg comented that there were a nunber of
teachers and students in Montgonmery County who had experience of
ot her school systenms. He thought it might be of interest to the
Board and the public to hear about the experience of those people.
He suggested setting aside an evening for a panel presentation

3. Ms. Shannon asked about plans for celebrating Maryland s 350th
Anni versary. M. John Burley, admnistrative assistant, provided
the Board with copies of suggested cel ebration activities for

Maryl and's 350th anni versary. He explained that schools were al so
provided with a cal endar of events and suggested uses of materials.
M's. Shannon asked that the Board be provided with feedback as to
what activities had taken pl ace.

4. Ms. Shannon called attention to Hawkins Bill on effective
schools. She asked that the staff obtain copies of HR 4731 so the
Board could take a position on the bill

5. M. Robertson reported that on March 1 the Board had had a
hearing on the Walter Johnson Hi gh School yearbook, and he was not
able to be present. He had submitted a confidential neno to the
Board that he was now placing in the record. He hoped they could
take up the offer of assistance fromthe Student Press Law Center in
devel opi ng gui del i nes.

As | will not be at the March 1 hearing and | have strong
convictions on this issue, | herein relate ny view of the
situation. | enphasize that | have only what information we
have received in witing, and ny opinion nust therefore be a
provisional one. Wre | to participate in the hearing ny
deci sion could be different.

I think we should reverse the decision of the Superintendent
and allow the students to run the "ads" that have been
censored. | amnot convinced that the "ads" fit the guidelines
used by MCPS to defend its action. Furthernore, | think the
gui del i nes, as denonstrated in the ACLU brief, are dated and
don't think they will hold up in court.



The crux of the issue is whether or not the censored "ads" are
truly advertisements that pronote certain behaviors or specific
products. M/ view is that the "ads" in question are not
advertisenents at all, but an integral part of the Walter
Johnson Wndup, a publication that is clearly a forumfor W J.
students. Student "ads" are common in MCPS year books and,

unli ke | ocal business advertisenents that clearly pronote
products, and services, they are used by students to make
statenments about their high school experiences in the sanme

manner that quote, activity, and candid photo sections do. | do
not believe student "ads" in school yearbooks pronote or
encourage any sort of activity of product. | do not believe the
"ads" in question advertise "harnful drugs, alcohol, and
t obacco"” or advocate "the conmission of crimnal acts.” | think

the students submtting the ads are maki ng statenents that we,
as a board of education, should no doubt be concerned about.

But we have neither the noral nor the legal right to deci de what
statenments students can and cannot nake about their high schoo
experiences if they do so in an open forumlike a yearbook
Havi ng read through the materials given us by the ACLU, | think
our only chance of winning this case in court lies in the short
anount of tine that the Wndup has been running student "ads"
(since 1982) and in asserting that, as advertisenments, these
"ads" do not have First Anmendnent protection. | have already
stated that | do not think these "ads" are genui ne adverti sing.
Furthernore, because the practice of running student "ads" is
much better established in other high schools, | think our
policy is ultimtely indefensible.

Al of the Iegal argunent aside, | think the particular "ads"

in question are inoffensive and well w thin the standards of
decency followed by such publications as Tine Magazine. | do
not believe the "ads" advocate any illegal activity even if they
do in fact depict it (which is in question). | think we should
return the editors of the Wndup their rights, bring our

regul ations up to date with First Amendnent case |aw, and spare
our sel ves unnecessary | egal fees.

5. Ms. Peyser requested information about the final exam nations
given at the end of the first senester and plans for fina

exam nations to be given in June. She asked in what subject areas
and in how many schools were countyw de finals given, in what

subj ects and in how many schools were the avail abl e countyw de data
bank questions used and for percentage of the exans, and the same
things for the departnental exam nations. She requested simlar
information for teacher-nade exans. She asked whether there was
col l aboration with the rest of a departnment if a teacher was the
only one to teach a particular course. Dr. Cody asked whet her she
was concerned about a particular area. Oherw se, they would have
to ask every teacher about every exam Ms. Peyser suggested they
get information on her final question fromresource teachers and
depart nent chairnmen.

6. Ms. Peyser said she was unable to attend the night the Board



took a vote on the Walter Johnson yearbook situation. She would
have supported the teacher, the principal, and the superintendent
for a nunber of reasons. She said that the eight or ten pages of
youngsters illegally drinking beer did not belong in a schoo
publication. She thought that the school and the school system had
control over the contents of publications. She was concerned about
the way this ended up. She noted that one of the Board's priorities
was to teach good citizenship and in her view good citizenship neant
nore than having students miss their English classes to vote for the
student Board nenber. She thought that good citizenship required
teachi ng students to obey the | aw and not condoni ng somnet hi ng by

all owi ng these ads in the yearbook. She urged her coll eagues on the
Board on the prevailing side to entertain a notion to reconsider

t hi s.

7. Dr. Cronin conmented that Ms. Peyser did not have the benefit
of being at the discussion with the Board's attorney. He thought
that good citizenship neant heeding the advice of one's attorney.
VWhen an attorney advised that the Board m ght be in an indefensible
position, he believed they should listen to their attorney.

8. Dr. Shoenberg reported that he had attended a di nner neeting of
Regions 5 and 6 of the Future Farnmers of America. He said that this
organi zation put a great deal of enphasis on student managenent of
their owmn matters. He explained that students accepted
responsibility for things they did well and for their gaffes.

9. Dr. Shoenberg said he al so had occasion to attend the Education
Fair at Montgonery Mall. He thought there had been a major effort
made to represent the school systemwell in all of its variety,
particularly with exanples of student work. He said they could be
pl eased with the inmaginativeness of the instruction going on. He
expressed his gratitude to all the people involved, particularly the
peopl e who gave up Friday evening and Saturday tine to be there.

10. Ms. Peyser stated that she had a | engthy di scussion with the
Board's attorney, M. Titus, the day after the Board took its action
on the Walter Johnson H gh School yearbook. She did have a question
about M. Robertson's suggestion about involving the Student Press
Law Center in drafting guidelines for the school system because the
Board had received a letter froman individual stating that the
director of the center supported the legalization of marijuana. She
hoped that this would be checked out. Ms. Praisner noted that she
had not heard any Board menbers or staff decision to use this group

11. Ms. Praisner reported that M. Robertson had indicated he had
prepared an opi nion on the Walter Johnson issue prior to the

heari ng. She enphasi zed that Board nenbers deliberating on that

i ssue did not receive these cormments before they nmade their
decision. After the Board made its determ nation and while the

opi nion was being drafted for their signature, they were given M.
Robertson's paper. She said it was not her interpretation that
Board nmenmbers were ruling on this as a First Arendnment issue. The
concerns raised centered around the wordi ng and context of the



advertising guidelines. They focused on the |egal weakness of the
gui del i nes rather than the First Amendnent.

12. Ms. Praisner said that the individuals working at the
Education Fair were doing a super job as usual. She thought that
the Board owed them a great deal of gratitude.

13. Ms. Praisner reported that as a parent and Board nenber she
had attended a performance by the Junior H gh School Honors Chorus.
It was a delightful occasion.

14. Ms. Praisner said the Board had received a letter fromthe
Silver Spring Child Care Center asking the Board to reconsider

From her standpoint, their interpretation of the rationale of Board
menbers voting against this was incorrect. She voted against the
change which would allow a day care center's kindergarten group to
stay together as a group because this would nean a difference in the
transfer policy. She voted against this because she did not think
the transfer policy which was drafted for individuals should be used
to deal with a group. It is an individual policy and an individua
request.

15. Ms. Praisner had a statenment for the record invol ving an
incident at a Walt Wi tman H gh School faculty holiday party and
some songs witten by a staff nmenber and sung at the party:

"The Board of Education learned of this incident [ong before
the recent nedia conments and before receiving a resolution
regardi ng the incident adopted by the Montgonery County Chapter

of the NAACP. It was reported to Board nenbers as part of a
regul ar monthly human rel ations report and was di scussed in
executive session at the January all-day neeting. | would Iike

to assure the community that individual Board menbers were not
happy about the incident, to say the least. At the sane tine
di scussion of the incident involved a report of staff response,
both planned and al ready taken. In that discussion with the
superintendent and staff it was determ ned that no formal Board
action woul d be taken. Therefore, although the Board has
officially been silent on this matter, it should not be con-
strued as disinterested or unconcerned."”

Dr. Cronin suggested that other Board nmenbers m ght want to add
their names to that statement. Ms. Praisner agreed that it would
be a Board statenent.

Dr. Shoenberg assuned the chair.

Resol uti on No. 191-84 Re: M nutes of Decenber 13, 1983

On notion of Ms. Praisner seconded by Ms. Peyser, the foll ow ng
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

Resol ved, That the m nutes of Decenber 13, 1983, be approved.



M's. Praisner assuned the chair.

Resol uti on No. 192-84 Re: M nutes of February 6, 1984

On notion of Ms. Peyser seconded by Ms. Shannon,

resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

the foll ow ng

Resol ved, That the m nutes of February 6, 1984, be approved.

Resol uti on No. 193-84 Re: M nutes of February 7, 1984

On notion of M. Robertson seconded by Ms.
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

Shannon,

the foll ow ng

Resol ved, That the m nutes of February 7, 1984, be approved.

Resol uti on No. 194-84 Re: M nutes of February 8, 1984

On notion of Dr. Shoenberg seconded by Ms.
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

Shannon,

the foll ow ng

Resol ved, That the m nutes of February 8, 1984, be approved.

Resol uti on No. 195-84 Re: M nutes of February 15, 1984

On notion of Ms. Shannon seconded by Dr. Cronin,

resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

the foll ow ng

Resol ved, That the m nutes of February 15, 1984, be approved.

Resol uti on No. 196-84 Re: Mnutes of February 16, 21, and

22, 1984

On notion of Ms. Shannon seconded by Ms.
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

Resol ved, That the m nutes of February 16,
appr oved.

Resol uti on No. 197-84 Re: BCE Case

On notion of Dr. Shoenberg seconded by Ms.
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

Resol ved, That BOE Case 1984-2 be referred
Resol uti on No. 198-84 Re: BCE Case

On notion of Dr. Shoenberg seconded by Ms.
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

Resol ved, That the Board of Educati on hear

transportation, after responses by the parties at

Peyser, the foll ow ng

21, and 22, 1984, be

1984- 2

Shannon,

the foll ow ng

to a hearing exam ner.

1984- 4

Shannon,

the foll ow ng

BCE Case 1984-4,

guestions raised by the Board; and be it further

interest to



Resol ved, That oral statenents of no nore than five m nutes each be
al | oned.

Resol uti on No. 199-84 Re: BCE Case 1984-5

On notion of Dr. Shoenberg seconded by Dr. Cronin, the follow ng
resol ution was adopted with Dr. Cronin, Ms. Praisner, Ms. Shannon,
and Dr. Shoenberg voting in the affirmative; Ms. Peyser voting in
the negative (M. Robertson voting in the negative):

Resol ved, That the Board of Education dism ss BOE Case 1984-5 on the
grounds that the appeal constitutes nmerely the continuing effects of
the original decision which becane final and no | onger subject to
appeal .

Resol uti on No. 200-84 Re: State Superintendent's Proposal
on Community Service

On notion of Dr. Cronin seconded by Ms. Praisner, the follow ng
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

Resol ved, That the Board of Educati on adopt a position on the state
superintendent's proposal on comunity service as contained in the
draft presented to the Board and as nodified by the Board.

M's. Praisner indicated that both M. Ewing and Dr. G eenblatt had
previously indicated their opposition to the reconmendati on.

Resol uti on No. 201-84 Re: Conmendati on of Damascus Hi gh
School Band

On notion of Dr. Cronin seconded by M. Robertson, the follow ng
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

WHEREAS, The Damascus Hi gh School Marching Band was invited to
participate in the thirty-fifth anniversary cel ebration of the
i nvasi on of Europe (D-Day); and

WHEREAS, The British Tourist Board appreciated their excellent and
spirited performance and now extends an invitation to the Damascus
H gh School Marching Band to join in the fortieth anniversary
celebration and to performat Oraha Beach; and

WHEREAS, They are the only American high school band to be so
honored; now therefore be it

Resol ved, That the nenbers of the Board of Education and the
superintendent of schools on behalf of the staff and students of the
Mont gonmery County Public schools extend congratul ations to the
Damascus Hi gh School Marching Band; and be it further

Resol ved, That a copy of this resolution be sent to Matt Kuhn, band
director, to be shared with all 170 nmenbers of the Damascus Hi gh
School Marchi ng Band.



Resol uti on No. 202-84 Re: Amended FY 1985-90 Capital
| nprovenents Program

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr. Cronin
seconded by Ms. Shannon, the follow ng resolution was adopted with
Dr. Cronin, Ms. Praisner, Ms. Shannon, and Dr. Shoenberg voting in
the affirmative; Ms. Peyser being tenporarily absent (M. Robertson
voting in the affirmative):

WHEREAS, The Interagency Committee for Public School Construction
has recommended, and the Board of Public Wrks has approved,
$3,306,000 in FY 1985 for capital projects for the Montgonmery County
Publ i c School s; and

WHEREAS, Local funds are required in addition to the allocations
received fromthe State of Maryland' s Public School Construction
Program and

WHEREAS, The Board of Education's FY 1985-1990 Capital |nprovenents
Program nmust be anmended to reflect the actions of the Board of
Public Wirks, actions by the Board of Education on the 15-Year
Conpr ehensi ve Master Plan for Educational Facilities, and recent

i nformati on on each capital project; now therefore be it

Resol ved, That the Board of Education anmends its FY 1985 Capita
Budget Request to $26, 015,000, of which $3,306,000 is to be provided
by the state and $22,709,000 is to be provided by the county, as
detailed in the recapitul ation sheet; and be it further

Resol ved, That the county executive be requested to recomend
approval of these actions to the County Council.

Resol uti on No. 203-84 Re: Amendnent to Ethics Policy

On nmotion of Dr. Cronin seconded by Ms. Shannon, the foll ow ng
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

Resol ved, That Item!| - Definitions Section - IIA 3 be revised to
r ead:

3. "Doing business with" means having or negotiating a
contract that involves the commtnent, in a single or

conbi nation of transactions, of $1,000.00 or nore of schoo
system funds during a cal endar year, or being subject to the
authority of the school system or being registered as a

| obbyi st in accordance with Section I1D of this policy.

Resol uti on No. 204-84 Re: Amendnent to Ethics Policy

On notion of Dr. Cronin seconded by Ms. Shannon, the foll ow ng
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

Resol ved, That ItemIl - Conflict of Interest - 11Bl1 (f) be revised



to read:

f) Solicits any gifts or accepts any gifts or series of gifts
exceeding $75 in value in a cal endar year, from any person
subject to the authority of the school systemor who has or is
negotiating a contract with the school system except where such
gifts would not present a conflict of interest as determ ned by
the Ethics Panel

Resol uti on No. 205-84 Re: Amendnent to Ethics Policy

On notion of Dr. Cronin seconded by Ms. Shannon, the foll ow ng
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

Resol ved, That ItemIll Conflict of Interest - 2Bl1(c) through (h) be
revi sed as foll ows:

2. Except as otherwise permitted in this Policy, Board of
Educati on nenbers, school officials and enpl oyees may not:

a) Hold any outside enploynent relationship that would inpair
their inmpartiality or independence of judgnent;

b) Represent any party for a contingent fee before the schoo
system

c) Act as a conpensated representative of another, within 1
year follow ng term nation of school systemservice, in
connection with any specific matter in which he parti cipated
substantially as a school official or enployee;

d) Solicit any gift or accept any gift or series of gifts
exceeding $75 in value in a cal endar year, from any person
subject to the authority of the school systemor who has or is
negotiating a contract with the school system except as

provi ded bel ow or where such gifts would not present a conflict
of interest as determ ned by the Ethics Panel

Unless a gift or any of the following would tend to inpair
the inpartiality and the independence of judgnent of the
school official or enployee receiving it, or would give the
appear ance of doing so, or the recipient has reason to
believe that it is designed to do so, this section does not
apply to: nmeals and beverages, cerenmpnial gifts or awards
of insignificant nonetary value; unsolicited gifts of

nom nal value or trivial itens of informational or
advertising val ue only; reasonable expenses for food,
travel, |odging and schedul ed entertai nment given in return
for participating on a panel or for speaking at a neeting;
or tickets or free adm ssion to attend an interschol astic
or intercollegiate sporting event or charitable, cultural

or political event, if the gift is a courtesy extended to
the of fice.



e) Use the prestige of their office for their own econonic
benefit or that of another. The perfornmance of usual and
customary constituent services w thout additional conpensation
does not constitute the use of prestige of office.

f) D sclose or use confidential information acquired in their
of ficial school systemposition for their own econom c benefit
of that of another person

Resol uti on No. 206-84 Re: Amendnent to the Ethics Policy

On notion of Dr. Cronin seconded by Ms. Shannon, the foll ow ng
resol uti on was adopted unani nously (M. Robertson being tenporarily
absent):

Resol ved, That Item |V Financial Disclosure I1C be revised as
foll ows:

7. In addition to the financial disclosure provision set forth
in this section, persons specified in Section C.1. shall file a
statement with the Ethics Panel disclosing any interest or

enpl oynment, the hol ding of which would require disqualification
fromparticipation pursuant to B.1. of this policy, sufficiently
i n advance of any anticipated action to all ow adequate

di scl osure to the public.

Resol uti on No. 207-84 Re: Amendnent to the Ethics Policy

On notion of Dr. Cronin seconded by Ms. Shannon, the foll ow ng
resol uti on was adopted unani nously (M. Robertson abstai ning):

Resol ved, That the ethics policy be changed to substitute "gifts in
excess of $25 or a series of gifts in excess of $100" for $75."

Re: Passing G ades for SGA Oficers

On July 12, 1983, Ms. Peyser noved and Dr. G eenblatt seconded the
fol |l owi ng:

WHEREAS, Students who are student government officers and cl ass
of ficers spend a great deal of tine on these activities outside of
school and during the school day; and

WHEREAS, According to the Student Rights and Responsibilities
docunent, students have excused absences from cl asses when they are
wor ki ng on student governnent activities; and

WHEREAS, Students who participate in athletics and pom pons and
cheerl eading are required to maintain a certain schol astic average;
now t herefore be it

Resol ved, That student government and class officers nmust naintain
passing grades in all of their subjects.



At the Septenber 13, 1983, Board of Education neeting, Ms. Peyser
i ntroduced a resolution requiring student government officers and
class officers to maintain passing grades in all their subjects

whi ch was anmended by Dr. Greenblatt to read that they nmust maintain
an overall C average and passing grades in all subjects.

Both notions were deferred for one nonth pendi ng receipt of
commrent s.

Re: A Mtion by Dr. Geenblatt to
Amend M's. Peyser's Proposed
Moti on on Passing Grades for SGA
O ficers (FAlLED

A nmotion by Dr. Greenblatt (Septenber 13, 1983) to anend Ms.
Peyser's proposed notion on passing grades for SGA officers by

requi ring student government officers and class officers to maintain
an overall C average and passing grades in all subjects failed with
M's. Peyser voting in the affirmative; Dr. Cronin, Ms. Praisner,
M's. Shannon, and Dr. Shoenberg voting in the negative (M.
Robertson voting in the negative).

Resol uti on No. 208-84 Re: Passing G ades for SGA and d ass
Oficers

On notion of Ms. Peyser seconded by Dr. Geenblatt (July 12, 1983),
the follow ng resolution was adopted with Dr. Cronin, Ms. Peyser,
M's. Praisner, and Ms. Shannon voting in the affirmative; Dr.
Shoenberg voting in the negative (M. Robertson voting in the
negative):

WHEREAS, Students who are student government officers and cl ass
of ficers spend a great deal of tine on these activities outside of
school and during the school day; and

WHEREAS, According to the Student Rights and Responsibilities
docunent, students have excused absences from cl asses when they are
wor ki ng on student governnent activities; and

WHEREAS, Students who participate in athletics and pom pons and
cheerl eading are required to maintain a certain schol astic average;
now t herefore be it

Resol ved, That student government and class officers nmust maintain
passing grades in all of their subjects.

M's. Praisner reported that M. Ew ng had indicated he was in
opposition to both notions until the Board coul d deal
conprehensively with all student activities.

Resol uti on No. 209-84 Re: Grade Organi zati on and Student
Assi gnment Changes for Wodfield



and Laytonsville El enentary
School s until Conpletion of the
Whodfi el d Project

On recommendati on of the superintendent and on notion of Dr.
Shoenberg seconded by Ms. Peyser, the follow ng resol ution was
adopt ed unani nousl y:

Resol ved, That the Board of Education finalize the superintendent's
recommended action in this matter with the understanding that if a
nore generally satisfactory solution arises that the superintendent
wi shes to recommend or inplenment if he finds it necessary to seek
Board approval that the matter be brought to the Board' s attention
(see Resolution 171-84, dated March 6, 1984).

Dr. Cronin asked that the record show this was not a precedenti al
action.

Re: Items of Information

Board nmenbers received the following itenms of information
1. Itens in Process

2. Construction Progress Report
Resol uti on No. 210-84 Re:  Adj our nnent

On notion of Ms. Peyser seconded by Dr. Shoenberg, the foll ow ng
resol uti on was adopted unani nously:

Resol ved, That the Board of Education adjourn its neeting at 4:10
p. m

Pr esi dent
Secretary

WSEC: m w



