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PTA Meetings 

Meetings are held from 

7-8:30 p.m. in the Media Center on 

the first Tuesday of each 

month (except when it follows a 

Monday school holiday): 

Fall 2009 

October 6th 

November 3rd 

December 1st 

A Message from the Presidents 

September 16, 2009 

School Calendar 

Monday, September 28th 

Yom Kippur-Schools Closed 

Friday, October 2nd 

Early Release  

Wednesday, October 7th 

Walk to School Day 

Friday, October 9th 

Fun Run 

Monday, October 12th 

Open House 

Thursday, October 15th 

Multicultural Night 

 To all returning families, welcome back!  To all the new families, 

welcome to Wyngate! With the first few days of school behind us, hope-

fully everyone is settling into a nice daily routine.  The kids seem to be 

adjusting to their new classrooms and moving easily from math groups 

to reading groups to art class to music class and to PE.  The Media Cen-

ter is humming, too.  Thanks to the great staff at Wyngate, everything 

is running seamlessly and without a hitch.  With October approaching, 

now is the time for Sally Foster!  

 As the school year begins so does Sally Foster.  Sally Foster is by 

far the biggest fundraiser for the Wyngate PTA.  Without the funds 

raised by our Sally Foster campaign we would not be able to offer the 

kinds of programs that our PTA has offered in the past. The PTA spon-

sors cultural arts assemblies held throughout the year.  We support our 

teachers by providing certain instructional materials, teacher reim-

bursement and professional development workshops.  We can’t forget 

all the fun programs we provide such as the murals completed by the 

last 2 third grade classes or the Opera performed by all the Wyngate 

students.  Other fun activities include the Arts Exhibition, Science 

Fair, Math Olympiad, Fun Run, Multi-Cultural night and the Dance 

Party.  So please be generous, Sally Foster has great gift ideas as well 

as beautiful wrapping paper and accessories.  Just peruse your catalogs 

and see what fun little things you might find.  Maybe you will find that 

perfect little gift. 

 This will be the last time you will receive a printed hard copy of 

the PTA Printout.  We will be publishing the PTA Printout completely 

online this year.  It will be available to view on the Wyngate Website 

(www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/wyngatees/pta) on the 

third Wednesday of each month and also sent to listserv members.  We 

invite everyone to please join our listserv. 

 Wishing everyone a great week.! Please feel free to contact any-

one on the PTA Board (see the attached information) if you are inter-

ested in volunteering or if there is something that we can do for you.  

As always, we look forward to hearing from you. 

Mariana Straathof and Stacey Erlenbach 

PTA Co-Presidents 



 Our school would not have looked as good for the first day of school with-

out the hard work by several families to clean up the front area of the school. 

Mrs. Leister and the school staff very much appreciated all we did.  Thank you 

to all those that came out with their rakes, gardening gloves and great atti-

tudes! We very much appreciate the working hands of the following families: 

Heather Morgan and Allan Freedman, Kimberley and Scott Lansell, Paul 

Blustein, Tracy and Robert Williams, Liana Gedra, John Bonevich, Mary Kate 

Cullen, Pamela Schwartzberg, Brian Straathof and Bill Erlenbach. The chil-

dren of the families worked equally as hard as the parents and it was appreci-

ated by all. Thank you for your hard work. 

 Thank you to those of you who continue to work on all the paperwork 

that comes in during the first few weeks of school.  I don’t know what we would 

do without your help especially Helen Cawley, Michele Shane and Elizabeth 

Carroll.   

 Our third Back to School Picnic had a great turn out. The weather was 

perfect, the children were excited and it was good times for all. We had a very 

successful raffle that Susannah Files put some great prizes together for and we 

were able to bring in $770 in raffle ticket money. Thank you to Susannah and 

of course to Tonja Olson and her incredible family that are at every Wyngate 

event working so hard to help make it a success. 

 Back to School Night went very well. We had tables set up for Sally Fos-

ter, Spirit Wear, and WE Care and we had many people stop by to see what is 

happening at Wyngate. We also had a promising campaign to show our support 

and dire need of a school expansion. This campaign was driven by Gary and 

Joan Rentsch, Jeremy and Michele Shane and Larry and Sue Soler and we 

were able to get signatures on 200+ letters. We also had Lisa Rasmussen, a 

long time Wyngate neighbor and supporter there to distribute copies of the let-

ters. Thank you to all that helped staff the PTA tables and another big thank 

you to Lynda Grahill and all her helpers for the yummy 

treats that we were able to enjoy. 

 

A Few Words of Gratitude 
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The PTA Printout is produced on the third Wednesday of the month.  It will be available online only except for the very first printout of the 

year. 

Items should be submitted in one of the following ways: 

 Preferred method: Email submission materials to Dawn_B_Bowman@mcpsmd.org--please make sure “PTA Printout” appears in the 

subject line. Please provide an attachment to the email.  Do not include the information in the body of the email  Thanks! 

 Place a hard copy and/or cd in the PTA mailbox in the office--the room with the faculty mailboxes and copy machine.   Please send in 

MS Word format. 

 Place a hard copy and/or cd in the PTA milk crate, in the hanging folder labeled Newsletter. 

You can also find the PTA Printout on the web at http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/wyngatees/pta.shtml 

Questions? Contact Dawn Bowman at 301-570-2612 or Dawn_B_Bowman@mcpsmd.org 

2009-2010 PTA Executive Committee 

Get Connected! 

Submission Information 
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Find out what’s going on at school, with the PTA, and in the community from other Wyngate par-

ents and PTA members.  

Subscribe to the Wyngate Parents Yahoo! Group 

To join, send an email to WyngateParents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com with your  youngest 

child’s name and grade in the subject line. Also, please check in regularly with our school website 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/wyngatees/pta to view the newsletter, calendar, and 

school information.   

Stacey Erlenbach, Co-President .................................... 301-896-0307; erlenbach@starpower.net 

Mariana Straathof, Co-President ................................... 301-571-1933; cems@starpower.net 

Michelle Shane, VP for Internal Affairs ...................... 301-897-0713; mtshane@ymail.com 

Tina Lucas, VP for External Affairs……………………..301-897-4977; tinalucas@starpower.net 

Kimberley Lansell, VP for Acad Qual & Enrchmt ............ 202-215-8686; sklansell@hotmail.com 

Linda Harrington Baker, Recording Secretary ................ 301-530-4716; lharringtonbaker@comcast.net 

Tonja Olson, Corresponding Secretary .......................... 301-530-6344; tonjakolson@yahoo.com 

Gui Melendez, Treasurer ............................................... 301-530-6397; guillermo_a_melendez@mcpsmd.org 

Emily Pavlick, MCCPTA Delegate .................................... 301-214-2403; emilypavlick@gmail.com 

Tacha Steimer, MCCPTA Delegate ......................... 301-571-9555; bergmannsteimer@aol.com 

Pam Murray, Cluster Representative .............................. 301-530-5471; mpmurray@starpower.net 

Becky Edison, Cluster Representative ........................... 240-396-6375; becky.edison@hotmail.com 



A reminder for parents of walkers:  If your child wants to stay and play on the 

school grounds after school hours he/she must be supervised by an adult care-

taker.  The front playground is for kindergarten, first and second graders.  All 

other older children must play on the back yard playground.  The Wyngate 

staff is not responsible for your child after school hours.   If your child is a 

walker and you do not meet them at school, they should leave the school 

grounds once they have been dismissed.   Thank you for your cooperation. 

Please be advised in order to receive a Wyngate directory, you must sign up to be a member 

of the Wyngate PTA.  A sign up sheet is attached. 

Spirit Wear orders are due Friday, September 18th. If you have any questions regarding 

Spirit Wear please contact jennifersheives@rcn.com or meganlwagner@yahoo.com. 
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Donõt Forget! 

A Note from the PTA 

mailto:jennifersheives@rcn.com


 September and October is a critical time for Wyngate parents to get involved in Wyngate’s Ex-

pansion Project.   

 Wyngate is one of the most over-crowded elementary schools in the county, and this will only 

worsen.  Over the next two months, the MCPS Board of Education will decide which new construc-

tion projects will move forward.  We want Wyngate to be one of them.  Last school year, Wyngate 

went through the first stage in the process, called a feasibility study, including Mrs. Leister, the 

PTA, MCPS representatives, outside architects, and members of the community.  The next step is to 

get funding for the architectural/engineering plans and the actual construction in order to make the 

expansion a reality.  If this happens, Wyngate’s new addition could open as early as September, 

2013.   

 However, given the economic situation, and enrollment trends at other schools, Wyngate’s 

project is no sure thing – without your active support.  The school system is short of funds.  Last 

year, the Board of Education postponed construction projects at six schools.  This fall, these projects 

will have a priority claim on construction funds.  We have a very strong case why Wyngate’s need is 

at least as dire as other projects.  But the amount of support from parents will go a long way to con-

vince Board members, in addition to the facts of the situation. 

 Over the last year, we have received support from our Board of Education representative, 

Mrs. Pat O’Neill, and from Roger Berliner, Vice President of the Montgomery County Council.  Coun-

cilman Berliner wrote Superintendent Weast this past spring about Wyngate’s situation, and the su-

perintendent in response acknowledged Wyngate’s over-crowding situation.  However, support and 

understanding at this stage guarantees nothing. 

 It is critically important for Wyngate’s parent community to speak up consistently over the 

next few months.   

This week at Back To School Night.  Many of you signed a letter to the Board of Education 

asking the Board to include Wyngate in this Fall’s Capital Improvements Program (“CIP”) – 

this is the MCPS process for funding school constructions. We had a huge number of letters 

returned with signatures that we are forwarding on to all members of the School Board as 

well as our local politicians.  If you  were unable to sign the letter, we have included one for 

your convenience. If you would like an electronic copy, please e-mail Stacey Erlenbach 

(Erlenbach@starpower.net) for a copy or check on our school website. 

Later September and October.  Please attend sessions of the MCPS Board of Education when 

they consider Wyngate (and other schools) to be included in this year’s CIP.  Look for informa-

tion in Mrs. Leister’s newsletter and the PTA Printout as well as the listserv.  It will be im-

perative for us to have a strong presence at these meetings.  We may need to attend two to 

three meetings as the Board of Education considers competing requests for funds.   

 

Thank you in advance for your active participation in this critical process. 
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Wyngate Expansion Project 


