Walt Whitman High School

PTSA Meeting Minutes

May 18, 2010

Welcome

PTSA Co-President Sue Kanter welcomed everyone.  
Student Government Report

Aaron Schifrin, SGA President, provided the report. 

· Schifrin introduced Zach Schloss as the 2010-2011 SGA President.  Schloss noted that he looked forward to working with the PTSA.

· The Spring Fair was a great success and is expected to break even.  This event is intended as a community event and is not a fundraiser.  Schifrin expressed his thanks to senior Brandt Silver-Korn for his leadership.
· Mr. Whitman will be held on May 22.  Tickets are $10 each.

· 8th Grade tours of Whitman will be held on Pyle Middle School’s last day of school.  

Approval of April Minutes

The April PTSA Minutes were approved.  

Principal’s Report

Dr. Goodwin presented the Principal’s Report.

· Sports - The Varsity Baseball team won the third round of the playoffs against Wooten and will play GB High School at Whitman on May 19, 2010; and Boys Varsity Lacrosse team will play Wooten.

· The music performance at Carnegie Hall was excellent and well attended by approximately 2,000 people.

· Graduation Practice to be held on May 19 which is mandatory for graduating seniors.  If a graduate does not attend practice, they must watch a video of the 2009 graduation to learn how the proceedings work.

· Fashion Show is to be held on May 21, 2010.

· The Arts Festival will be held on May 26 and 27.  Neighbors have been invited to the event.  

· Graduation will be held on Monday, June 14 at 2:30 at DAR Constitution Hall.  Helen Thomas is the speaker.  Dr. Weast will also be in attendance.  

· Jennifer Webster recently gave birth to a daughter.  Kristin Rudolph is substituting for Mrs. Webster.

· Staffing - Mr. Stuart Shifrin (Chemistry), Ms. Marilee Roche (English), and Ms. Cynthia Skelton (English) are retiring.  

· Budget – Dr. Weast is opposed to furloughs but may have to have a reduction in force in order to save money.  Class size may increase by one student which reduces the number of necessary teachers in MCPS by 250.  Involuntary transfers may also occur.  Decrease in staff is usually through attrition but that is not occurring as much this year.  While the school system has made cuts, personnel are the area left for cuts which may result in larger class sizes.  

· Curriculum – 22 students signed up for Latin however the county did not have a certified Latin teacher available.  Ms. Moorman is teaching 4 Japanese classes instead of 3 due to slight decrease in enrollment.  In-house drama was dropped for next year.  Vincent LoRusso will be teaching at Ridgefield Middle School next year.  

· Former Food Trends Room – The remainder of the kitchen cabinets are to be removed this summer.  One quarter of the room will be used as a kitchen for Learning for Independence curriculum and for Child Development. 

· Educational Facility Officers (EFOs) - Montgomery County has proposed that one half of the current staff of 32 EFOs be reduced to 17.  Schools that have low incidents may not have an EFO and Whitman is one of these.  EFOs are also used as preventive measures, counseling of students, and traffic monitoring.  PTSA is not permitted to fund the costs of EFOs.

· Fees – Discussed that 9th grade used to pay $20 for a research manual and an agenda book.  Currently, a fee may be charged for the agenda book but not the research manual so students use the research manual and then must return it at the end of the school year. Ms. Trulio, Media Center Specialist, will have research manuals for sale.  

· Senior Graduation Fees – Fees will be scrutinized.  Current fees are $35 per student with graduation robe costing $26 which the student keeps.  The additional $9 pays for buses and flowers but does not cover all of the costs.  Blair High School charges $54, however, their graduation ceremony is held at the Comcast Center due to its large class size.

· Eric Wiesman, former Whitman student, nominated Mrs. Webster as a teacher of influence.  As a result, Mrs. Webster was awarded $3,000 and $2,500 was awarded to Walt Whitman. 
· Thanked Sue Kanter and Vicky Strella for their service as Co-PTSA Presidents. Kanter and Strella thanked Goodwin for his guidance and thoughtfulness during the school year. 

President’s Report

Vicky Strella presented the President’s Report.

· Post Prom – 75 local businesses have contributed and 55% of senior parents totaling $25,000 in contributions.  Because it was a repeat event from last year, the Capitol Steps brought in less money this year.  There will be sufficient money for seed money for next year and $1000 will be contributed to Wheaton High School’s Post Prom.  Post Prom was brought into PTSA which has benefitted the Whitman community.  The 2009 Post Prom Committee donated $6000 from its surplus funds to purchase new coverings for the gym floors which will be used for both Post Prom, the Festival of the Arts, and other events.

· Viking Voice – will be mailed on May 19.  All families and the families of incoming 9th graders will receive a Viking Voice.  

· Wish List Items – Because the PTSA had more income than projected due to the successful membership drive, there may be approximately $8,000 unallocated.  Dr. Goodwin requested one additional promethean board which costs $6,124 that is to be placed in the former Food Trends Classroom that is currently used by 2 English teachers. The remaining approximate $2,000 will be used to cover school security needs.  If there is more than $2,000 in excess then the purchase of small technology items may be considered. 

· Walt Whitman Foundation – mission is to support longer term projects.  PTSA must spend money other than what is reserved as seed money for the following year.  Cannot raise money to pay staff.  Examples of projects funded by the Foundation are the art panels, foreign language lab, and the courtyard.  

· Golf Tournament – to be held on May 20 at Whiskey Creek Golf Course, Frederick, Maryland.  A volunteer is needed from 9 to 2 to assist with sign in.  

· Outgoing Executive Board Members – were recognized and thanked - Susan Scholl and Karen Clarkson as VP Volunteers, Rebecca Kahlenberg as Co-Recording Secretary, Peter Hobby as Corresponding Secretary, and Sheila Duncan Peters as Treasurer. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Shelia Duncan Peters provided the Treasurer’s Report.   

· Chevy Chase Bank has agreed to waive bank fees for 2010-11 school year which will result in a savings.  

· Tax exempt status is current with the Internal Revenue Service.  

· Procured the services of an accountant in order to review the treasurer’s books.  

Election of PTSA Officers

The following slate of previously nominated officers was voted on (there were no nominations from the floor) and approved by voice vote of members present:

President:


Jay Kaufman

Executive Vice President:
Robin Rosenblum

VPs for Membership:

Debbie Flack and Sharron Brossi

VPs for Volunteers:

Wendy Kuhn and Melinda Rubin

Treasurer:


Marion Finelli

Recording Secretary:

Catherine McMullen

Corresponding Secretary:
Jodi McGill

Committee Reports

· Whitworld (formerly Intercultural Committee): Gloria Olimpio and Kim Weichel presented the report.

Purpose of Whitworld is to help newcomers overcome obstacles of coming to the United States and Montgomery County and to assist in integration into the Whitman community.  Currently have 25 members from 14 nationalities and also includes Americans.  Informational meetings have been held on topics including family law, consumer protection, cross cultural family. Social events are also held.  The end of the year Potluck Luncheon will be held on May 21. 

· Festival of the Arts – Susan Scholl announced that items are still being accepted for the Silent Auction which will include jewelry, pottery, gift certificates, etc.   
Announcements

· Dr. Goodwin announced that a Whitman alumnae had designed a Walt Whitman charm that will be for sale in the near future.  The charm will sell for approximately $55 with a percentage of the proceeds being donated to WWHS.  Pay 4 School Stuff Online will be utilized.  

New Business

There was no new business.

The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,

Catherine A. McMullen, Co-Recording Secretary

