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November Activities 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Daylight 
Savings – 
set clocks 
back 1 
hour 

2 
 

Professional 
Day – No school 
for students 

3 
 
 
 
Activity Bus 

4 
“A Day” 

 

5 
“B Day” 

 
 
Activity Bus 

 

6 7 

8 
 
1-7 Week 

9 
 
NEC Choice Forms 
due (8

th
 Graders) 

10 
 
Activity Bus 
 
7:00 pm PTSA 
Meeting 

11 
±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ 5ŀȅ 
Parent Conferences 

 

 

12 
 

 
 

 

13 
 
ABC Dance 
 
6-9:00 pm PTSA 
Bingo Night 

14 

15 
 

16 
 

 

17 
 
Activity Bus 
 
 

18 
“A Day” 

 
 

19 
“B Day” 

 
7:00 pm PALA 
Meeting, MC 
 

20 
7

th
 Grade Field 

Trip - Medieval 
Times 

21 

22 
 
1-7 Week 

23 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
Activity Bus 

25 
Early Release – 
12:10 pm 
 

26 
  
 
Holiday 

27 
 
Holiday 

28 
 

29 
 
 
 
 

30 
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Parent Conferences to be held on Wednesday, November 11:  Scheduled parent conferences will be 

held from 1:00 to 3:00 pm for students who have concerns.  Open (unscheduled) conferences will be held from 4:00-7:00 p.m.  
Parents are invited to drop in and meet with teachers/teams in the following locations: 

 8
th

 grade –  in 8
th

 grade science rooms (241, 243) 

 7
th

 grade –  in 7
th

 grade science rooms (237, 233) 

 6
th

 grade –  in Cafeteria 

 Electives in the Media Center 

 Special Ed, ESOL, and Foreign Language will be in the 7
th

 grade hallway (rooms 220, 222, 224) 
 

Sixth Grade News:  We have come to the end of the first marking period.  Most of our sixth graders have adjusted very well.  

Make sure you congratulate them for a job well done.  However, we need to continue to remind them to write down the homework in the 
planner each night.  They also need to complete their homework and study to stay current in all of their subjects.  When your child is absent, 
please let them know that it is his/her responsibility to make up any missed assignment.  We look forward to seeing you at parent 
conferences.  Finally, keep an eye out for notices that will be coming home soon about Outdoor Education.  We are hoping for 100% 
participation this year.  There will be a meeting soon to give you all of the details.     
 
Egyptian Research Project – Due November 16.  Social Studies students have chosen their topic for the Egyptian Research Project.  They had 
two days in the Media Center to do research, take notes and begin to make bibliography entries (using Noodle Tools).  Students have their 
packet of instructions (that parents signed), as well as their notes in their binders.  This assignment has three summative grades – note taking 

capture sheet, bibliography and project.   Students are to complete their projects at home.  Â 

 

ESOL:  Students who receive ESOL services or students who have exited ESOL within the past two years may benefit from 

accommodations during instruction and testing.  In recognition of this fact, the Maryland State Department of Education has approved 
accommodations for students who receive ESOL services and students who have exited ESOL within the past two years.  ESOL students and 
students who have exited ESOL within the past two years have received accommodations forms.  Please sign and return one copy of the form. 
Â 
 

HEALTH NEWS:  As you may know, flu is spreading easily from person to person and school-age children are among the groups most 

affected.  As a result, student and staff absences from school will fluctuate. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reports that 
flu is widespread in many states, including Maryland, and that almost all of the flu viruses they have identified so far across the country are of 
the H1N1 strain.  Although the school is unable to verify whether sick students and staff have H1N1 (swine) flu, we do know that people are 
reporting or exhibiting flu-like illness. 
 
Please be assured that we are taking steps to prevent the spread of flu in our school. Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) continues to 
work closely with the Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to monitor student and staff absences due to 
illness.  Students and staff who exhibit flu-like symptoms are staying home or being sent home in accordance with guidance from the CDC.  
Staff continues to model and encourage students to practice good hygiene—washing hands frequently; coughing into a tissue or sleeve; and 
avoiding touching the eyes, nose, and mouth—and our school is being routinely cleaned following guidelines approved by county health 
officials. 
 
We want to keep the school operations on a normal schedule and minimize any disruption to teaching and learning.  You can help us in our 
efforts to prevent the spread of flu by: 
 

 Knowing the symptoms of the flu.  These include fever (100 degrees Fahrenheit or greater), cough, sore throat, a runny or stuffy 
nose, body aches, headache, and feeling very tired. 

 Keeping children home from school if they are sick. Individuals who have been sick with the flu should stay home until they have 
been fever-free for 24 hours. Any children or staff who are sick at school will be sent home.  

 Reminding your children to wash their hands often with soap and water.  

 Encouraging your children not to share personal items like drinks, food, or utensils. 

 Telling your children to cover their coughs and sneezes with tissues.  If they don't have a tissue, they should cough or sneeze into 
their upper sleeve, not their hands. 

For more information, visit the MCPS website at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org, the Montgomery County government website at 
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/h1n1flu, or call the County flu hotline at 240-777-4200. 

In order to ensure that the school can reach you should it be necessary, please notify us of any changes to the 
phone number(s) and email address that we have on file for you by contacting the main office or guidance office 
at 301-989-5780. We will continue to keep you informed.  Â 
 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/h1n1flu
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Maryland Measure of Student Technology Literacy:   For the second time, Grade 7 students in Montgomery 

County Public Schools (MCPS) will take the Maryland Measure of Student Technology Literacy (MMSTL) between November 30 and December 
4, 2009.  This measure is an online, Web-based tool that blends multiple choice questions and interactive performance-based items.  It is 
designed to be completed in one 40-minute class period and is untimed.  Results of the measurement are NOT for individual student 
accountability, but will give schools, the district office, and the state a snapshot of where we are with regard to student technology literacy.  
Scores will not be placed on report cards or high school transcripts.  The school results do not affect Adequate Yearly Progress since it is a 
“measure of literacy” and not a high stakes assessment.  
 
One of the goals of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 is to ensure that every student has the technology skills needed to succeed in school 
and in their future lives.  By June 2010, all states are required to report to the U.S. Department of Education the number of students who have 
met this goal.  We also recognize the importance of this measure to help us ensure all students have the technology skills they need, and that 
our schools have teachers and administrators that have the knowledge and skills to inform and deliver quality instruction.   
 
If you should have further questions, please contact your school principal to talk further about the student technology literacy measure.   
 
Parents and students may view a sample of the measure at the following website— 
http://www.learning.com/tla/20itemsample/fall06/middle.  Â 

 

Student Service Learning (SSL) Notes - Give a Little Time . . . Make a Big Difference 

Students DEVELOP CIVIC BEHAVIOR from high quality service learning. 
 

 Check the SSL information on the report card.  Contact your school SSL coordinator with any discrepancies.  Keep copies of all SSL 
documentation. 

 SSL activities help middle school students achieve curricular objectives in Grade 6 science, Grade 7 English, and Grade 8 social studies. 

 Students may earn SSL hours with school clubs that focus on service.  Often times the service activities involve indirect action.  In indirect 
action a need is addressed but students do not meet the recipients of their service face-to-face.  Examples of indirect service activities 
include collections of food, clothing, and/or hygiene items, fundraising, and blood drives. 

 Plan now to be involved in SSL activities over winter break.  Look for opportunities on the SSL Web site www.mcpsssl.org, listen for 

opportunities promoted at school, or call the Montgomery County Volunteer Center at 240-777-2600. Â 

Snack machines in the cafeteria have been turned off during lunch times.  We are hoping that students opt for the 

healthier lunch choices instead of snacks.  When students buy from the lunch lines, a record is kept of the choices they make.  This will help 
you monitor their purchases they make and advise them about healthy choices.  Together, we will raise children with life long healthy eating 

habits!  Â

N E W  A F T E R  S C H O O L  A C T I V I T I E S  

Starting November 17, White Oak will be offering after school support classes in mathematics and reading.  Classes will focus on 

curricular standards that appear on the Maryland School Assessment (MSA).  Students have been preselected for these classes based on 
mathematics and reading data, including MSA scores.  All classes will be taught by White Oak teachers using curricula provided by Montgomery 
County Public Schools.  If your son/daughter has been selected for a class they will bring home a permission slip.  Parents will also receive a 
letter and a permission slip in the mail and a phone call from Ms. Eskenazi regarding the program.  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact Ms. Eskenazi.  
 

Lights, Camera, Literacy is now being offered as an after school program on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Lights, Camera, Literacy is a fun 

and exciting new middle school program.  Students learn about making movies and films by watching two great movies.  Students will also get 
to star in their movie, use camcorders, and laptops.  The program will run for 15 weeks.  If you have an interest in this after school program, 

please stop by room 323 to pick up an invitation or contact Ms. White at 301-989-5780 to have an invitation mailed.   Â 

 

SGA is collecting canned-food goods for Kids Helping Kids.  KHK will run through November 6
th

.  Please feel 

free to pitch in, help out, and get involved!  Â 
 

Let Friday, November 13, be a lucky day for you!  Win great prizes including the new I-pod Nano, gift cards 

and a basket full of “New Moon” treats at the White Oak Wildcat Bingo Night.  The action begins at 6:00 p.m. with pizza, 
drinks and desserts.  Bingo starts promptly at 7:00 and ends at 9:00 p.m.  Bring your friends and family to White Oak’s 

Bingo Night.  Mark your calendar for this great night of fun for families and friends.  Make Friday, November 13, a 
lucky day for you!   Â 

http://www.learning.com/tla/20itemsample/fall06/middle
http://www.mcpsssl.org/
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December 9-11, 2009 

The much anticipated Scholastic Book Fair is coming to White Oak in December!  Students who are interested in joining 
Student Crew should attend the first organizational meeting on Tuesday, November 10, after school in the Media Center.  
The Student Crew can anticipate to work on the popular raffle drawing, advertising flyers and posters for the fair, set 
up/pack up and more, while getting SSL hours!  Dates for Student Crew meetings are:  Tuesdays 11/10, 11/17, 11/24, 12/1, 
12/8 and Friday 12/11 after school in the Media Center.  Please contact Mrs. Young, Media Specialist, for more details.  Â 

 

Reminders:   

 Check your child’s grades on Edline.  Need an activation code?  Have a question about Edline?  Visit our website at 
www.whiteoakms.org for more information or contact Mrs. Young at 301-989-5728.   

 Daily Announcements are posted on Oaknet listserv and Edline.   

 Current and archive copies of WOMS Newsletters are available on the White Oak website www.whiteoakms.org.  Click on 
“newsletters” under Quicklinks on main page.    

 2009-2010 Yearbooks are on sale now!  Yearbook can be pre-ordered between now and January 22, 2009.  Only students who pre-

order a yearbook will be guaranteed one.  We will have a very limited quantity for sale in the spring, so if you want to be guaranteed a 
yearbook, you must pre-order.  Ordering is easy. Just go to www.jostensyearbooks.com to order online or see Mrs. Young for an order 
form.   In addition you can order extras such as extra autograph pages, photo pockets and personalization.  Yearbooks are $35.  If you wait 
until the spring, they will be $40.  So hurry up and order yours today! 

 Get your pictures in the yearbook! The Yearbook Staff invites students and parents to submit photos for the yearbook. If you have 
great photos of school and community events or you and your friends just having fun, we'd like to see them. Our photographers can't be 
everywhere. Help us get as many photos as possible to create a terrific book everyone will want to have.  
To submit photos online: 
   • Go to: https://images.jostens.com/login 
   • If it does not automatically log you into the site, enter username: 400004230 and password: wildcats 
   • Browse to select the photo(s) you wish to upload. 
   • Enter information about the photo and provide contact information. 
   • Click "Save Details" 
It's that easy! Submit your photos today! The last day to submit photos is 2/05/2010.  (The Yearbook Staff will review all photos and 

determine final yearbook content. We cannot guarantee that all submissions can be used in the book.)  Â 

 

Trip to Costa Rica:  Ms. Councilman and Ms. Miller are planning to lead a group of students to Costa Rica for spring break – March 27, 

2010 through April 4, 2010.  The trip will be operated by EF Tours, a private, educational travel organization specializing in all-inclusive student 
tours.  We know it would be a wonderful opportunity for your son/daughter to practice the Spanish language and learn firsthand about the 
Costa Rican culture and environment.  We will be visiting San José, Sarchí, Arenal Region, Poás Volcano, Monteverde and Santa Elena Cloud 
Forests, and the Central Pacific Coast in 9 days.  It is a fast paced trip with many different learning, sightseeing and adventure activities 
planned.  The trip is open at this time to current students at White Oak M.S. and their parents/siblings.  If you would like to research the tour 
on your own at home, please check out the website www.eftours.com and type in tour # 418739.  Please call Ms. Councilman or Ms. Miller at 
301-989-5780 if you have any questions about the tour.   Â 

Welcome New Staff Members: 

 Ms. Rashemah Stridiron received her Master’s degree from Adelphi University in New York City.  She did her student teaching in 
New York public schools.  She taught at Col. E. Brook Lee Middle school last school year.  When you visit her classroom, you will notice 
students rotating to different stations, small groups to complete rigorous and engaging tasks.  Students benefit from a very structured 
environment with a variety of opportunities to demonstrate their learning.  Ms. Stridiron is an avid reader and shopper! 

 

 Ms. Rachel Shuman received her Bachelors’ degree in English Literature from Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri and a 
Master’s degree in Education and Human Development from George Washington University.  She student taught at Walt Whitman High 
School and Julius West Middle School.  Ms. Shuman teaches 8

th
 grade English.  In her classes, students can enjoy her creative approaches 

to our rigorous curriculum.  Â 

 

Wildcat Staff of the Month:  The following teachers have been selected by 6
th

 grade students as Wildcat Staff of the Month.  

Only sixth graders voted this time.  Seventh graders will vote next. 
Á Ms. Denise Brewer, 6

th
 grade English 

Á Ms. Ann Marie Hill, 6
th

 grade Math 
Á Ms. Angela Ventura, 6

th
 grade English. 

 
On behalf of our students, thanks for all you do!  Â

http://www.whiteoakms.org/
http://www.whiteoakms.org/
http://www.jostensyearbooks.com/
https://images.jostens.com/login?user=400004230&pw=wildcats
http://www.eftours.com/
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