Syllabus for 7th Grade English                Leah_M_Tropea@mcps.md.org     (301) 989-5780

1. Identity






September – November 
Text options:         Where the Lilies Bloom  , 

                 Catherine, Called Birdy 

                 Freak, the Mighty 

                 The Midwife’s Apprentice  




      Language of Literature 
Enduring Understandings:    Experiences and relationships influence identity

                                                       Effective readers make inferences about characters in a text

Essential Questions:       What is identity and how is it shaped?

              How do writers develop characters’ identities?

Data Points:
-MAP-R

-Formative Assessment*

-Write a personal narrative about your name.
Common tasks:  Write a well-developed paragraph describing a piece of art as related to the  

                          theme of a text 

Write a BCR  explaining inferences about the main character.

2. A Sense of Place




November - January
Text options:
  Walk Two Moons (Creech)



  Hatchet (Paulson)



  The Great Gilly Hopkins (Paterson)




   The Outsiders (Hinton)



   Language of Literature
Enduring Understandings:   Where I am is who I am



       Writers use place to develop character and plot

Essential Questions:    How does place influence behavior?

  How do writers create a sense of place?
Data Points:

-formative assessment*

-Write a comparison essay about two characters from your reading who react to a change of place.

-End of Unit Two Assessment

Common tasks: Write a BCR explaining how the setting influences the actions of character.
 Write to compare the reactions of two characters who experience a change

  of place.

3.  Voices from the Past




February - April
Text options:    Diary of Anne Frank  


             Daniel’s Story 


             Voices of the Holocaust


            The Devil’s Arithmetic
Enduring Understandings:  Voices from the past speak to us of other times and places

                 *  Learning about the past illuminates our understanding of now

Essential Questions:   How do good writers bring the past to life?



                       How do readers make connections to voices from the past?   



Data Points:

· MAP-R (optional)

· Formative Assessment*

· Write an essay analyzing how a character changes as a result of the conflict in a story
           Common task:  Write a BCR explaining how setting influences plot and character.

 4.  Creativity




            
May - June

Text options:   A Midsummer Night’s Dream 


            Language of Literature
Enduring Understandings: * Imagination reaches beyond the limits of reality




                 *   Reading imaginative works stimulates our creativity

Essential Questions:  * How can reading about imaginative worlds deepen our understanding                
                                        of the real world?

· What techniques to writers use to capture readers’ imagination?
Data Points:

-MAP-R

-Formative Assessment*

-Write an essay analyzing the techniques Shakespeare uses to create characterization
-end of Unit 4 assessment

Common tasks:  Write a BCR to analyze language and humor.
* The formative assessments listed are written by the county.  They consist of 10 multiple choice questions and one short answer question.  The formative assessment for each quarter will be given halfway through the quarter.
Grading:    Formative 50%
   Summative 40%
     Instructional Preparation/Practice  10%
