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Every month White Oak MS will publish a newsletter informing you of upcoming events. In order to save money,
we would like to offer you an option as to how you receive the monthly newsletter. Please complete the
enclosed option form and return to White Oak. Other ways you can get information is by checking our website,

Edline and joining Oaknet. Upcoming events and announcements will be posted regularly. If you would like to be

part of the Oaknet list-serve send an email to oaknet-subscribe @yahoogroups.com. Thank you.
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Back to School Night Information: Our Back to School Night will be this Thursday, September 17, from
7-9:00 p.m. This year, in order to help address issues that are specific to certain grade levels, we changed our
format. Instead of having a large group welcome in the gymnasium, we will have grade level town hall meetings
on a rotating basis. Please refer to the schedule below to see how this new rotation will affect your visit.

Schedule 8 Grade | 7 Grade | 6 Grade
6:00 pm Edline Review/Help (Media Center)
Health Meeting (Room 256)
6:30 pm Algebra Meeting (Room 220)
7:00 - 7:20 pm | Admin Homeroom- | 1% period 1% period
Media Center
7:24 —7:39 1% period Admin Homeroom- | 2" period
Media Center
7:43 —7:58 2" period 2" period Admin Homeroom-
Media Center
8:02 — 8:10 3" period 3" period 3" period
8:14 — 8:22 4™ period 4™ period 4™ period
8:26 — 8:34 5" period 5™ period 5" period
8:38 — 8:46 6" period 6" period 6" period
8:50 — 9:00 7" period 7" period 7" period

TV Studio News: Our Television Studio class began producing our morning announcements. The
announcements run approximately five minutes during our regular DEAR time. We are very excited to have this
program up and running again. It is helping us all feel more connected with our students taking the lead on
sharing important news. Thank you Mr. Grove and the News Cast. They are: Aidan Andrews, Robert Bass, Greg
Bell, Uyen Bui, Brad Case, William Cedillos, Chris Choppin, Nicolette Crisalli, Silvia D’Costa, Raul Escobar, Loyan
Eyow, Jason Glantz, Jessica Hartley, Hyla Jacobson, Mahdi Malik, Karina Mogrovejo, Jeremy Nickens, Erik Nieto,
Dan Pham, Sam Preza, and Derek Thompson.

Testing Information: We are conducting MAP-R tests this month through math classes. Students will go to the
Media Center, rooms 314 or 125 and take the test for approximately 90 minutes. After the test, they will receive
information a composite score. As a result of this test, we will target students for accelerated and enrichment
opportunities as well as interventions. Please review the results with your child. They will receive results each
time they take the test (fall, winter and spring). Please look for progress after each test administration. If you
have any concerns about ways to help your child improve or benefit from more rigorous instruction as a result of
this test, please contact Ms. Yolanda Rious our Literacy Coach.

RIT Scores by Grade Level

Beginning Middle End
Grade of Year of Year of Year

6 213 215 216
7 217 219 219
8 220 222 223

Munch and Math: Ms. Eskenazi and Ms. Alvarez will set up tables in the cafeteria to help students with math
during lunch time. Any student that needs help with a particular assignment or math procedure can see them
during lunch.

After School Activities and Buses: Our after school buses will begin running on Tuesdays and Thursdays
starting on Tuesday, September 22. Only students who participate in activities with a sponsor will be allowed to
ride these buses. Students who are not participating in an organized activity with a sponsor will need to leave the
school building immediately at dismissal.



School Communication to Resolve Issues of Concern: We want to encourage all parents to feel free to contact
any teacher with concerns. If you have an issue with any member of our school program, please give that person the
opportunity to resolve it with you first. If you feel you need assistance to help you with this issue, please contact your child’s
counselor or the content specialist for a particular department. Please contact a school administrator when you believe you
have tried to resolve an issue and still need more assistance. You may find that at times, the sensitivity of the situation you
are dealing with will require that you speak to an administrator first to help guide the next steps. Together we can ensure
that White Oak Middle School is a place where we collaboratively and respectfully solve problems to ensure that all children
feel safe and cared for and are able to focus on learning.

News from our Website: Please notice the following links — How to Open a Locker, Bullying Form, and more.

PTSA will meet on the second Tuesday of each month. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 13 at 7:00 p.m. in
the Media Center. The general meeting will be a time to meet and greet, discuss goals for the year, plans in place, and needs
for the upcoming year.

PALA: Padres y Alumnos Latinos en Accidn (Latino Parents and Students in Action) PALA is a group of Latino parents
that advocate for: improving the educational and social opportunities for our children; promoting parental involvement in
academic success; facilitating knowledge and utilization of the school system; and working together with the PTSA and the
school to improve the education of all children at White Oak MS. The first PALA meeting will be held on Thursday, October
15, at 7:00 p.m. in the Media Center. Ms. de los Santos, Principal, and Ms. Young, Media Center Specialist, will be discussing
extracurricular activities and the use of Edline.

Staff highlights: Each month we will feature a small summary about our latest staff additions.

e Mr. Kerry Crouch is the newest member of our security team. He brings to us an expertise in organizing emergency
response situations. He was raised in this community and graduated from Springbrook High School. In addition to
working at our school, he is one of the coaches for Wootton High School.

e Ms. Olivia Kelly comes to us from the University of Maryland’s Foreign Language program. She will teach French
this year and coordinate the school store. Ms. Kelly loves using the Promethean Board to engage students in
interactive language lessons.

8th Grade News: The 8" grade team has begun planning for activities this year. They will share information about this
year’s plans in an upcoming letter. Look for this to come home in the next few weeks and also be sure to monitor White
Oak’s website for information. If you are interested in becoming a member of the g grade planning committee, please
contact Ms. Toni Reynolds or Ms. Patricia Reynolds.

6™ Grade Outdoor Education will be held the first week of January 2010. Maple Team will attend January 4 — 6 and
Poplar Team will attend January 6 — 8. We will begin accepting checks for the cost next month. We can set up an account for
each child if you wish to pay in installments. Please return the bottom portion of this form along with a check to Ms. Ventura
or Ms. Dickerson. At any time in the school year, up to the day of the trip, the sixth grade team reserves the right to refuse
or to return money to any student who has to be excluded from this trip. Indicate on this form if you will be paying in
installments. Thank you.

& & & & & & & & & & & & &

Outdoor Ed Payment Plan

Student Name: Parent Name:
Please Check

| am sending the complete amount in a check/cash of $80.00.
| will send installments
I need to talk to someone about a financial hardship

Please return to Mrs. Dickerson or Mrs. Ventura



Northeast Consortium Choice Process: Parents and 8" grade students may attend one of the

option fairs and all of the open houses listed below to learn more about the Signature Programs and the Choice
Process.

Option Fairs — Choose One to Attend
Note that the information presented is identical at all meetings.
e Tuesday, September 29 — Wheaton HS, 5-9 pm
e Thursday, October 1 — James H. Blake HS, 5-9 pm
e Options for students in Special Education programs will be presented from 6-7 pm

Open Houses — Attend them all!
e Monday, October 5 — Paint Branch HS, 7:00 pm
e Waednesday, October 14 — James H. Blake HS, 7:00 pm
e Thursday, October 29 — Springbrook HS, 7:00 pm

Students will receive Choice forms (Round 1 of Choice Process) in the mail mid-October.
Deadline for returning completed Choice forms to Consortia middle schools is Monday, November 9.

For more information visit the MCPS website at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/nec/

Next month look for the following information:

Open House: Parents may visit classes on Monday, October 12
ABC Dances: First dance to be held in November

Student Pictures scheduled for October 19

Sport events
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WHITE OAK MIDDLE SCHOOL

Newsletter Receiving Form

Every month White Oak MS will publish a newsletter informing you of upcoming events. In order to save money, we would
like to offer you an option as to how you receive the monthly newsletter. Please complete the form below and return to
White Oak. Other ways you can get information is by checking our website, Edline and joining Oaknet. Upcoming events and
announcements will be posted regularly. If you would like to be part of the Oaknet list-serve send an email to oaknet-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

[ ] Delivered to student to take home

[ 1 Mailed home

[ 1 Check White Oak website (www.whiteoakms.org) or Edline

[ 1 Join Oaknet (Send an email to oaknet-subscribe@yahoogroups.com to join the Oaknet list-serve.)

[ 1 Email from school (Send email request to Margaret G_GeiserKline@mcpsmd.org.)

Student’s Name: Grade

Parent Signature

Please return form to 1°* period teacher or main office by Friday, September 25.
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