WHEATON HIGH SCHOOL
Advanced Placement Literature and Composition 

Grade 12
2009 Summer Reading

In preparation for Advanced Placement Literature and Composition (Grade 12) for the 2009-2010 school year, you are to read one novel and one play of literary merit. In addition, you are to look up background information relevant to each of the two works.  The literary works can be found at bookstores, public libraries, or online.  Although you are not required to purchase your own copies, doing so would give you the advantage of being able to write notes in the margins.  If necessary, you may sign out a copy of the required novel, The Plague, in Room 350 during exam week.  In addition to reading the assigned novel and play, you will also look up background information related to each work.  Consult a library or the internet to locate the required information.  
Summer Reading Assignment:

l.
Read The Plague, a novel by Albert Camus.  To supplement your reading of the novel, look up and record information on the philosophy of existentialism and the genre of absurdism.  Consider how each is relevant to The Plague.   
2.
Select any full-length play written by Henrik Ibsen.  To supplement your reading of the play, look up and record information on realistic theatre, realism in drama, and the structure of the “well-made play.”  Consider the relevance of this information to the play you have chosen to read.

3.
Annotate each text, maintain a reading journal, or take notes as you read the two works. Important literary elements of which you should take note include character, setting, conflict and resolution, and theme. Understanding how these literary elements apply to each work will help prepare you for the literature study and discussion required in Advanced Placement Literature and Composition.
Assessment:
When the school year begins, you will participate in various class activities pertaining to the assigned works.  These may include quizzes, tests, discussions, presentations, projects, or essays. Invest time and effort in your summer reading assignment as the information you learn will be applicable to other literary works you will study throughout the school year.
