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                 Wheaton High School

English 10 Honors & On-Level - 2009 Summer Reading

The three purposes behind your summer reading are to:
· encourage reading for your own pleasure and interest

· continue learning throughout the year

· keep you off the street!

When will your reading be due?
· During the first week of school, you will present your oral book review to members of your English class.

What book should you read?
· Choose from any of the titles suggested by the Wheaton High School Academies.  The book should be of high interest to you!

· Do not choose a book which you have previously read.

After reading your book, what should you do before school starts?


(
Prepare index card for an oral presentation to be given in a small group.  
This includes 4 parts:

1.   Title and author of the book you read,

2.  A brief review of the topic you read about,

3.  A description of why you chose the book, and whether you recommend this book to others,

4. One discussion question to ask the group. (Must be thought provoking; for example it can not be, “What do you think about my presentation?” or anything that requires no thought about your topic.)
How will you be graded?
(
Other students in your book group, as well as your teacher, will ask you questions.  You will also be graded according to the following rubric:

Rubric

- All parts are present







_____/10

- It is evident that the student really read the book



_____/10

- Student is able to speak to the group for 2-3 minutes about the book
_____/10

Total Points: 30 points

Suggested Titles by Academies
The Academy of Engineering
Engineering Your Future - Great lakes Press 
Introduces students to the field of engineering. 
Introduction to Engineering- by Paul H. Wright 

A brief history and a comprehensive overview of the engineering profession and practice, describing the functions and career paths for various branches of engineering.

Prey –by Michael Crichton

A self-replicating nanotechnology--a literal swarm of microscopic machines - originally meant to serve as a military eye in the sky, has escaped into the environment and is seemingly intent on killing the scientists trapped in the facility in which it was created. 

Devil in the White City –by Erik Larson

Larson tells the stories of two men: Daniel H. Burnham, the architect responsible for the construction of the 1893 Chicago World's Fair, and H.H. Holmes, a serial killer masquerading as a charming doctor during the fair. 



The Academy of Biosciences and Health Professions
The Hot Zone –by Richard Preston

The dramatic and chilling story of an Ebola virus outbreak in a surburban Washington, D.C. laboratory, with descriptions of frightening historical epidemics of rare and lethal viruses.

Darwin's Radio -  by Greg Bear

A disgraced paleontologist and a genetic engineer both come across evidence of cover-ups in which the government is clearly up to no good. But no one knows what's really going on, and the government is covering up because that is what, in thrillers as in life, governments do. 

Toxin
- by Robin Cook

Just when you thought it was safe to eat a hamburger again, Robin Cook--master of medical mysteries, deadly epidemics, and creepy comas--returns with an all too likely villain drawn right from current headlines: the American meat industry.

Fever
- by Robin Cook

Charles Martel is a brilliant cancer researcher who discovers that his own daughter is the victim of leukemia. The cause: a chemical plant conspiracy that not only promises to kill her, but will destroy him as a doctor.
Coma
- by Robin Cook

Coma is the gripping story of patients who check into a hospital for "minor" surgery-and never wake up again.

The Language of Cells - by Spencer Nadler
As a surgical pathologist, Nadler has little patient contact, but in this collection of essays he focuses on the rare interaction between his specialty and the patients whose diseases he has diagnosed under the microscope.
The Andromeda Strain - by Michael Crichton

A scientific team mobilize to react to the Scoop crash as they scramble to understand and contain a strange and deadly outbreak. 
Mount Dragon - by Douglas Preston and Lincoln Child

A genetically engineered mutation of DNA holds the promise of eradicating influenza forever. But there's a devastating catch: every living creature that comes in contact with the flu-killing virus dies horribly.
  The Institute for Global and Cultural Studies  (IGCS)

Day of Tears: A novel in dialogue by Julius Lester 
This fictionalized account of a real slave auction features a cast of many voices—slaves, buyers, runaways, abolitionists—and explores the horror of the slave trade while giving faces to those involved.


First Crossing: Stories About Teen Immigrants Edited by Donald Gallo 

Hundreds of teen immigrants arrive on U.S. soil every year, every one of them unique. Here are ten unforgettable short stories—written by acclaimed, award-winning authors for young adults—that reflect this stunning diversity.

The Other Side of Truth by Beverley Naidoo 

Smuggled out of Nigeria after their mother’s murder, Sade and her younger brother are abandoned in London when their uncle fails to meet them at the airport and they are fearful of their new surroundings and what may have happened to their journalist father back in Nigeria.

Hole in my Life by Jack Gantos

In this autobiographical sketch of his restless final year of high school, popular young adult novelist Gantos reveals his short-lived career as a drug smuggler and his harrowing time in prison.

Breathing Underwater by Alex Flinn

After hitting his girlfriend, Caitlin, sixteen-year-old Nick is sent to counseling and ordered to keep a journal where he examines his controlling behavior and anger.

Ten Things I Wish I’d Known Before I Went Out into the Real World by Maria Shriver
Expanded from a college commencement speech, this little book by television anchorwoman Shriver (also wife of California’s famous bodybuilding governor) offers entertaining lessons about life and the importance of laughter.

Baghdad Burning: Girl Blog From Iraq by Riverbend

Actual postings from a blog by Riverbend, the pseudonym of a young woman in Baghdad, reveal her attempts to live a normal life in a war zone after the U.S. invasion of Iraq, from April 2003 to September 2004.

Chinese Cinderella: The True Story of an Unwanted Daughter  by Adeline Yen Mah
After Mah’s mother’s death, Mah’s father remarries and moves the family to Shanghai to evade the Japanese during

World War II, but Mah and her siblings are relegated to second-class status by their stepmother.

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez. 
After fleeing the family compound and a plush life in the Dominican Republic, the Garcia sisters find that life in America requires some major adjustments. 

Lakota Woman by Mary Brave Bird

During the 1973 siege of Wounded Knee that ended with a bloody assault by U.S. marshals and police, seventeen-year-old Mary Brave Bird gave birth to a son; her own story continues with her marriage to Leonard Crow Dog, medicine man and spiritual leader of the American Indian Movement (AIM).

Maus: A Survivor’s Tale by Art Speigelman

A noted cartoonist deftly translates his father’s Holocaust survival story into this exceptional graphic novel in which Jews are mice and Germans are cats.

Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane Satrapi

Satrapi’s memoir of growing up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution appears in graphic novel format.

Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America by Barbara Ehrenreich
Journalist Ehrenreich learns firsthand what it’s like to earn minimum wage as one of America’s working poor, by moving from Maine to Minnesota to Florida and cleaning hotel rooms, waitressing, providing home health care, and working in Wal-Mart.

Ragtime by E. L. Doctorow. 

In 1906, three American families who are socially, economically and politically different bring their stories together, capturing the era with all its excitement and violence.

The Alchemist by Paul Coelho. 
Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy, leaves home to seek his fortune and discovers the rewards are not what he expected. 

Born Confused by Tanuja Desai Hidier 

Seventeen-year-old Dimple, whose family is from India, discovers that she is not Indian enough for the Indians and not American enough for the Americans, as she sees her hypnotically beautiful, manipulative best friend taking possession of both her heritage and the boy she likes.

The Academy of Information Technology

Computer Science Made Simple: Learn how hardware and software work and how to make them work for you! (Made Simple), by V. Anton Spraul
A straightforward resource for technology novices and advanced techies alike. It clarifies all you need to know, from the basic components of today’s computers to using advanced applications.

How Computers Work (8th edition), by Ron White and Timothy Edward Downs
The book has incredible depth, explaining everything you could want to know about your computer, with each piece of hardware given full treatment. 
Bill Gates (Gateway Biographies), by Josepha Sherman

Sherman integrates Gates's life story with the growth of Microsoft.
Prey –by Michael Crichton

A self-replicating nanotechnology--a literal swarm of microscopic machines - originally meant to serve as a military eye in the sky, has escaped into the environment and is seemingly intent on killing the scientists trapped in the facility in which it was created. 
