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WELCOME BACK, MR. SNYDER! 

WGES is thrilled to welcome back Mr. 

Jason Snyder! Mr. Snyder was the general 

music teacher here for 15 years. He left last 

year to move to Redland Middle School as 

the Arts Resource Teacher, in charge of a 

team of teachers that teach awareness of 

language, computer arts, art, vocal music, 

and instrumental music. 

While the job of assistant principal is new to 

Mr. Snyder, he is very familiar with our 

school building, most of our staff, most of 

our students, and many of our traditions, 

procedures, and processes. I know you join 

me in welcoming Mr. Snyder back to our 

school family! 

 

 

 

PRE-K – GRADE 1 FAMILY 

LEARNING NIGHT A BIG SUCCESS 

On January 14, more than 200 students and 

their families gathered for our Pre-K – 

Grade 1 Family Learning Night. Families 

began the evening in the all-purpose room to 

enjoy a pizza dinner together and then 

headed to classrooms for a family learning 

session, focused on math and/or reading 

strategies and ideas that families could do 

together at home. Everyone seemed to have 

a great time learning together. Many 

families commented, as they left that 

evening, that they had learned so much they 

could use at home as they worked with their 

children. 

Our next Family Learning Night is 

scheduled for 6:00 on Thursday, January 30, 

for the students and families of Grades 2 – 5. 

Please send in your RSVPs as soon as 

possible to help us plan for the food and 

materials for that night. 

 

 

 

 

MCPS COMMUNITY FORUMS ON 

BELL TIMES 

Superintendent Joshua Starr is 

recommending that MCPS consider 

changing school start and end times, also 

known as bell times. Dr. Starr is 

recommending that high schools start 50 

minutes later, middle schools start 10 

minutes earlier, and that the elementary 

school day be extended by 30 minutes. 

MCPS would like to hear from you on this 

proposal. The district will provide various 

opportunities for members of the community 

to provide input, including community 

forums, focus groups, surveys, Neighbor-to-

Neighbor discussions, and email 
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(belltimes@mcpsmd.org).  Upcoming forum 

is: 

-Monday, February 10: Montgomery Blair 

High School, 51 University Blvd., East, 

Silver Spring 

Free child care (ages 4 and older) and 

interpretation services will be provided. For 

more information about the bell times 

proposal and ways you can provide input, visit 

the MCPS website at 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/, and 

search “bell times.” 

 
Mrs. Barranger is serving on a county work 

group that is gathering input on how the 

additional 30 minutes might be used in 

elementary schools, should it be 

implemented. Attached to this newsletter is a 

feedback form. If you have ideas about how 

this additional time could be used, please 

record them on the form and send it back to 

Mrs. Barranger. 

 

 

 

 

WINTER 2014 PARENT ACADEMY 
 

The MCPS Parent Academy is back in 

session this winter with an exciting lineup of 

free workshops for parents! The 2014 winter 

session begins on Monday, January 13. The 

Parent Academy helps equip parents with 

the tips and tools they need to help their 

children succeed. A wide array of topics will 

be covered during the winter session 

including college and career planning, active 

parenting, and cybersafety and social media. 

All of the workshops are free and are held at 

schools and locations throughout 

Montgomery County. Childcare and 

interpretation services are provided at all 

classes. The schedule of workshops is 

available at  

http://montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departmen

ts/parentacademy/. 

 

 

CYBERCIVILITY: AN OPEN LETTER 

FROM SUPERINTENDENT JOSHUA 

STARR 

While the Internet is a great resource for 

education, entertainment and more, parents 

and schools have a responsibility to educate 

children about its safe and appropriate use. 

Superintendent Joshua Starr published an 

open letter to all MCPS parents on 

December 13 about the need for a 

communitywide dialogue on how we teach 

our children to be safe and civil online. He 

wrote the letter in response to several 

inappropriate comments that were made to 

him on Twitter as he was deliberating 

whether to close schools due to inclement 

weather. Visit 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/cybe

rcivility/, to view the letter along with links 

to helpful resources for parents. 
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