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Math

The fifth grade math classes have be- decimals and fractions. They are
gun Unit 2 which focuses on plane geome- determining equivalent ratios, deci-
try. They are learning that points, lines, and mals, and percents and comparing
planes are the foundations of geometry. and ordering rational numbers in
They are identifying and describing two and equivalent forms.

three dimensional figures by properties
including number and size of angles, verti-
ces, edges, and shapes of faces. In addi-
tion, they are using protractors to measure
angles and will be drawing circles and iden-
tifying relationships among the radius, di-
ameter, and circumference.

Math 6 students have also begun
work on Unit 2. They are exploring how
fractions, decimals, and percents can be
used interchangeably. They are adding,
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing with
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Science

The next unit in
science 1s magnets and
electricity. We are ex-
ploring magnets while
making our own com-
passes. These will be
great for those long

trips during summer
vacations.
Our exploration

starts with electricity
and using static elec-
tricity to engage our
thinking. We will con-
tinue by making cir-
cuits and then seeing
the connection between
electricity and magnet-

ism. Students will learn
the different types of
circuits and test them
out with conductors and
insulators.  When we
get into magnets, stu-
dents will discuss the
effects of magnets on
other objects and how
the strength of it de-
pends on the amount of
magnets.

Towards the end
of this unit, we will
combine electricity and
magnetism by building
an electromagnet.
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Much of these sci-
ence lessons focus on
learned inquiry, where
students become more in-
dependent thinkers.
They explore as many
ideas as possible to reach
answers to their ques-
tions during their investi-
gations.

Writing

Currently, students are work-
ing on the annual Martin Luther
King Essay Contest. Every student
participates and makes a personal
connection to this great hero. This
year’s topic 1s: “Honoring Heri-
tage: Inspiring Change.” We have

students will apply what they have learned in
their poetry study from reading to create
their own poems. They will focus on a spe-
cific topic and will use sensory details to ex-
press their ideas. They will then recite their
poems at Poetry Night on January 20, 6:30-
7:30. More details about this event will be
announced as it comes closer.

started the research and brain-
storming process. We plan to have
final drafts completed by Dec. 2.

Also, in the second quarter,
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