
  May 7– 11—Staff Appreciation Week 

 
  May 8  —PTA Meeting - 7 p.m. 

 
  May 9 —Bike to School Day 

 
  May 15—16 — Instrumental Music Concerts 7 p.m.  

 
  May 30 —Theater Scenes Night, 7 p.m.  
 

  May 31 — Spring Choral Concert, 7—8:30 p.m. 

 
  May 22 — Spring Sports Banquet (After School)  
 

 May 28  —Memorial Day—No School 

 
  June 6 — TPMS Awards Ceremony, Blair HS,7 p.m.  

 

 
  June 7  —Grades 6, 7 & 8—Field Trips               
 
  June 8  — 8th Grade Dance Celebration—6:30-8:30 
 
  June 15 —8th Grade Promotion Ceremony 9:00 a.m.  
                  (Northwood HS) 
 
  June 15—Last day of School—Dismissal at 12:20 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Principal’s 

Newsletter 

TA K OMA PA RK  MIDD LE  S CHO OL  

TPMS May and June Events 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
As we enter the final weeks of school you will notice that 
the school calendar is buzzing with events that celebrate and 
showcase the talents of our students and staff!   
 
Congratulations to Ms. Epling, Mr. Cornfeld and the TPMS 
Science Bowl Team.  They competed in the National Sci-
ence Bowl.  They won first place in the Cyber Challenge!   
We celebrate their sportsmanship, support and respect of one 
another and their competitors from around the country.  We 
are proud of them and their coaches for another great year! 
 
Mrs. Margaret Chang is proud of the History Bowl Team for 
its success at the History Bowl Nationals. They were one of 
the youngest teams at Nationals and were champions of the 
JV Middle Bracket Group! 
 
Congratulations to 8th Grader Rohan Ohja who will be re-
ceiving an award for his entry in the 2018 Mosaic Creative 
Writing Contest! Thank you to Ms. Kathryn Medland and 
our English teachers for their work in supporting our student 
entries in this competition!  
 
On Wednesday, May 8 we celebrated Bike to School Day. 
On this day each year we partner with the Takoma Park Po-
lice Department and Safe Routes to Schools to encourage 
students to remember safety when biking in the community. 
This year one of our 6th grade students won a brand new 
bike, helmet and lock donated by Safe Routes to School! 
Thank you to Marla Nix and our other parent volunteers for 
supporting this great event.  

Congratulations to the TPMS girls and boys soccer teams 
for each having a winning season.  Thank you to our coach-
es Colleen Smith and Joseph Afolo.  We will celebrate the 
soccer and basketball seasons at our Spring Sports Banquet 
on May 22 after school.    

 Thanks to Kathy Saftner who hosted another Rubik’s Cube 
Competition in early April.  The competition was tough and 
the winner solved the cube in 19 seconds!  

For a second time this year, student artwork was featured at 
Strathmore during the first weeks of May.  Anne Spera, our 
art teacher, collaborated with Strathmore and the National 
Philharmonic Orchestra to create artwork that complimented 
Beethoven’s Pastoral Symphony.  Our student artwork was 
impressive! TPMS will continue collaborating with the Na-
tional Philharmonic Orchestra next year to bring art, science 
and music collaboration to TPMS.  

As we wrap up the school year Ms. Spera and art students 
are also collaborating with Arturo Ho, artist in residence, on 
the next PTA sponsored mosaic at TPMS.  You will notice 
that TPMS has 10 mosaics in prominent locations around 
the building. These have been created each year through a 
collaboration with our art students, Ms. Spera and Mr. Ho. 
These mosaics have become an impressive design element 
our building.  This year’s mosaic will be installed in the 
counseling suite and will be a focal point when entering the 
counseling department.  We are excited to see the creativity 
of our students featured in this year’s mosaic! 

Our choral and instrumental music concerts will take place 
in mid-May. All grade levels will be participating in field 
trips on June 7. June 15 will be the last day of school and a 
half-day for students. Information will soon be on its way to 
8th Grade families about the promotion ceremony on June 
15 at Northwood High School at 9:00 a.m. 

This is our final newsletter of this school year. I wish you a 
wonderful end of the school year and a fantastic summer! 
 
Sincerely, 

Alicia Deeny
Principal 

“And a bird overhead sang Follow, And a bird to the right sang Here; 
And the arch of the leaves was hollow, And the meaning of May was clear.”  
      ― Algernon Charles Swinburne  

May/June 2018 



Takoma Park Middle School 

Changing Password to Student Accounts: 

As part of the fourth quarter Naviance lessons, all grade level counselors have instructed students on how to 

change the password to their account. If any student missed this lesson or would like to reset the password 

again, directions to do so are as follows:  

  Login to Naviance using current username and password. 

  At the top right of the screen, click on:  

  Enter the old and new password and select “update password.” 

4th Quarter Naviance Lessons:  

6th Grade: Sixth grade students will complete the Career Cluster Finder assessment and review results in order 

to discover which career “clusters” may be a good match based on activities and subjects of interest and 

personal qualities. 

7th Grade: As part of a lesson on growth mindset, students explored the extensive library of inspirational film 

clips, the “Explore Roadtrip Nation Interview Library,” about individuals who overcame obstacles. Students 

then completed a survey to reflect on what personal characteristics led these individuals to be successful.  

8th Grade: One of the 8th graders’ final Naviance tasks was to complete the High School Readiness Survey. 

Students were asked to reflect upon their middle school experience, identify interests, and share information 

with their future counselors. Eighth graders also looked at results from a previously completed Career Key Sur-

vey and selected three careers of interest to add to an ongoing list.   

Naviance 

try. 

Please contact us with any questions! 

- Ms. Litten (Resource Counselor), Ms. Hankins (6th Grade), Ms. Lever (7th Grade), Ms. Salzman (8th Grade: A-G), 

& Ms. Martinez (8th Grade: H-Z / ESOL) 

May / June 2018 

Imagineering Tech 
Available to ALL Students:  

As a result of increased staffing, as well as students’ overwhelming interest in this course, we are excited to ex-

tend the invitation to participate in Imagineering Tech to ALL students! Our STEM Enrichment Electives are now 

available to all 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students beginning next year. For a course description, please access 

the TPMS Course Bulletin (page 17). To submit a request for your child to take this elective next year in place of 

a previously selected semester elective, complete the following Google form by Friday, May 18th. If you are 

unsure whether your child already requested this course and/or have any additional questions, please con-

tact your child’s counselor or Ms. Megan Litten, Resource Counselor.  

Google form to submit request to add Imagineering Tech:  

https://goo.gl/forms/brnLNaCkbGVTnvIu2 

 

 

https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=takomaparkms
https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/tpmscounselingservices/
https://goo.gl/forms/brnLNaCkbGVTnvIu2


 

Please be sure to check your student’s grades on your MyMCPS Portal, and make sure that he or she is still 
using the agenda to track homework.  Also, this is an excellent time to check with your student to be sure 
that he or she does not need extra supplies, like pencils, notebook paper, etc.  

Field Trip:  6th grade students will be taking a field trip to The Smithsonian National 
Zoo on June 7.  Permission slips will go home at the beginning of May, and are due on May 25.  
Please keep an eye out for this permission slip, and contact Ms. Chance 
Caroline_J_Chance@mcpsmd.org) or Ms. Epling (Rebecca_Epling@mcpsmd.org) if you do not see 
it by May 11. 

Testing:  PARCC testing for 6th grade will take place May 1 – 10.  Please be sure that 
your child has a good night’s rest and a good breakfast for testing days.  Let your students know that 
these tests are an important part of how we as teachers will decide how best to meet their academic 
needs. 

Math 

Math 6: This month, students will continue learning about writing of expressions and equations that 
corresponds to given situations.  They use these skills in finding the equivalent expressions and the 
solution to equations.  They will analyze and represent quantitative relationship between variables.   



In Unit 4, students will be learning concepts in Geometry.  Students will explore on different 
geometric figures by finding the area, volume and surface area.  Students will demonstrate their 
understanding of geometric shapes and the relationship exist between 2-dimensional and 3-
dimensional figures by applying it to real-world situations. 

Students will be taking MAP-M during this month.  All updates and other resources are posted on 
MyMCPS classroom or google classroom. 

IM 6:  During the month of May, students will apply their understanding of unit rate and 
proportional relationships represented in tables, equations and graphs of linear equations in two 
variables.  Students will connect their knowledge of constant of proportionality as they explore in 
determining the slope of a line, and use this to derive the equation of a line.  Moreover, the students 
will learn how to apply their equation solving skills to linear equations with rational number 
coefficients.  In doing so, students will reason about how to transform equations into simpler forms 
to find the equivalent equations and solutions.   

Students will be taking MAP-M during this month.  All updates and other resources are posted on 
MyMCPS classroom or google classroom. 

Magnet IM:  During May students will explore proportionality as a linear relationship. They will 
derive equations for graphs that pass through the origin and those that do not pass through the 
origin. They will be able to explain the slope and the y-intercept in terms of real world contexts. 
Students will also demonstrate fluency with solving different presentations of equations in one 
variable. They will learn the slope-intercept form of an equation for a line and the slope formula. 
Finally, they will write mapping formulas for linear and non-linear transformations. Please check the 
MCPS Portal for assessment dates and topics. All dates are tentative as we navigate around PARCC 
testing during the month of May. 

  World Studies 

This month in World Studies, we will wrap up our unit on Economics in Ancient and Modern 
China. We will begin working on Unit 4: Cultural Systems. We will discuss what culture is, and 
how it influences a society. One of our main focuses will be on how culture changes over time. We 
will take the principles of settlement, government, and economics that we have studied all year to 
analyze how culture impacts us all.  

 

 



Science 

6th Grade Science:  6th grade science is finishing up the 3rd unit, Earth’s Resources and Human 
Impacts on the Environment. Students have been looking particularly at how human land and water 
use effect other living organisms. This includes a fun lab where they create bioplastics, which they 
can do at home with you if they like. Once we’ve finished exploring the environment, we will begin 
our last unit, Energy and Waves.  Students will be investigating electricity, circuits, magnetism, and 
the properties of waves.  

 

Magnet Science:  Students are working on their Physics and Engineering unit.  We have finished 
our catapult build, and will be building another engineering challenge soon to continue our 
exploration of Newtonian physics.   We will end the year in June with a Rube Goldberg machine 
build, so keep an eye out for old blocks, cars, Legos, building toys of any kind that you might be able 
to donate to the cause! 

English 

As the year draws to a close, students will dive into the world of poetry. To kick off this literary 
experience, students will learn about the various types of poetry and analyze the meaning behind 
several famous works. Students will also strive to create a combination of poems that work together 
to form an argument. This will require creativity and technique! With such an intense focus on 
poetic works, students will soon find themselves in the midst of some of the world’s most renowned 
poets. William Shakespeare and many of his famous plays and sonnets will fill the classes this quarter 
as students become immersed in the Elizabethan period of history. Students will study excerpts from 
some of Shakespeare’s most well-known plays, among them A Midsummer Night's Dream, Romeo and 
Juliet, Comedy of Errors, and As You Like It. Students will be reading aloud excerpts of the above 
plays and wrestling with Shakespeare’s elegant and sometimes incomprehensible English. The 
moment when students understand that Shakespeare’s plays are full of humor and portray real-life 
situations, like fights between parents and children, is a moment to behold as a teacher! Students 
come to life when they realize human emotions and relationships haven’t changed much in 400 
years. In the end, students will be honing their inner performer and putting on a Shakespeare skit for 
their peers.  



A Note from the 7
th

Grade Team Leaders

We are excited to see an increasing number of
our students doing so well, both academically
and behaviorally. We want to make sure that
all students enjoy the end-of-the-year field
trip on Thursday, June 7th, so please make
sure your child submits the permission slip by
May 31st. Please feel free to contact us with
any questions about your child’s progress.

Ms. Lunsford and Ms. Seyoum 

Students are learning about the

transition from a traditional

economy to a market economy as

Europe shifted from the Middle

Ages to the Renaissance. We will

examine the motives of explorers

and Renaissance people who left

What are Students Learning 

in the Classroom?

World Studies

their homes in Europe and Asia, and began exploring and trading with

the rest of the world. We will also study the triangle trade, and the

market economy conditions that facilitated this trade. The unit will

end with a study of colonies, which will bring students to the shores of

North America and get them ready for 8th grade U.S. History.

7th Grade Field Trip, Thursday, June 7

7th Graders will be taking a field trip to

Wheaton Regional Park on Thursday, June 7th

from 10 am to 2 pm. We have reserved the

Wheaton Ice Rink, the Wheaton Sports

Pavilion, the softball/baseball fields, tennis

courts, and the basketball court. The fee

includes a pizza lunch (students may also bring

their own lunch.)



Unit 3. Students investigate angle relationships and

use these relationships to solve for unknown angle

measures in a figure. They use their understanding

of angles to draw triangles and extend this

understanding to draw other geometric shapes.

Students also explore the conditions necessary to

Math

In Math 7, students are

inn the second topic of

In IM students are in Unit 6: Other Operational

Systems. Students apply their understanding of

unit rates and proportional relationships to the

graphs of linear equations in two variables. They

use similar triangles to reason about how the ratio

between the rise and run for any two points on a

line is always the same, and use this reasoning to

Probability and will begin at the end of this month

and end in June.

In Algebra 2.0, students will be learning Unit 3:

Descriptive Statistics. This unit builds upon

to describe approximately linear relationships

between quantities and look at residuals to analyze

the goodness of fit.

In Magnet Algebra students have the opportunity 

to extend Units 6/7 and complete an optional unit 

on Rational Expressions and Equations. At the 

same time, we will complete Quadratic Functions 

by learning how to solve any quadratic 

equation. Some answers will involve irrational 

and imaginary answers. At the end of the month, 

we will begin a small unit on data analysis after 

PARCC testing is complete.

English
Students are currently

studying works in the

“Expressions” unit; the

major text for this unit

is A Midsummer

Night’s

Dream. Students will

be performing scenes

from this play in class

and analyzing plot and character features as

well. A focus on Shakespeare’s Sonnets, irony,

dramatic irony, and paraphrasing language will

help the students appreciate the writing in the

play. Students will need to complete an “Acts of

Kindness” packet this quarter. This packet is

worth 25 points of a Graded Assignment and

gives them the opportunity to earn 10 SSL hours

if completed fully.

determine the slope

of a line. Students

use this

understanding of

slope as a constant to

derive the equation

of a line. Please

make sure students

keep notes

organized. Our last

unit is Unit 7:

students’ prior experiences

with center, variability,

scatterplots, and linear

trends in data, by

providing more formal

means of assessing how a

model fits data. Students

use regression techniques

determine

whether a given

set of

measurements

will create one

unique triangle,

multiple unique

triangles, or

cannot form a

triangle.



Stay Connected:

Science

In Magnet Science students are completing the

Body Systems unit. Students have been

responsible for actually teaching their

classmates about an assigned body system.

They have had to design a presentation, notes

page, classwork, home work, and assessment for

their respective body system. Our next unit

This unit is filled with biotechnology, labs

activities, and science application. Students will

be interviewing suspects, analyzing evidence,

and developing a conclusion with a respect to a

classroom crime. This unit is truly the highlight

of the year.

will be Forensics.

Students will use

some of the skills

and knowledge they

acquired during the

school year to solve

a classroom mystery.

The students are working on the 4th quarter unit

of Earth’s History & Evolution. Students will

study Earth’s history, geological time, and

explore how organisms have evolved by

examining the fossil record & construct

explanations from mass extinctions by using

their knowledge of the concepts of natural

selection and adaption. Please continue to
review google

classroom and their

Agenda books for

HW assignments and

other school-related

notices.

Please check your
child’s myMCPS
Classroom, Agenda
Book, Google
Classroom, and/or
notebook regularly.



May 2018 

8th Grade Newsletter 

ENGLISH 

“It always seems impossible until it’s done” (Nelson Mandela). The end of 
the school year approaches, and students must persevere in order to finish 
the year on good academic footing. English students will be wrapping up 
their study of historical text from the 19th century in a cross-curricular 
study with their history class content.  Then, we will delve into the study 
of  Shakespeare and As Y ou Like It.  Students will be acting scenes from 
the play, examining the various themes that are still relevant today, and 
working to understand the wordplay and humor created by this master poet 
and playwright who is, “not for an age, but for all time!”  Students will 
also reflect on their growth as writers by reviewing their portfolio pieces 
and engaging in student-to-student discourse. Everything we do this quar-
ter will be preparing them for success in high school and beyond. 

U.S. HISTORY 

In U.S. History, we are learning about the events leading to secession and 
finally to civil war to find any turning points where war could have been 
avoided. We are also creating Civil War scrapbooks. Each student will cre-
ate a fictional character to follow through the Civil War period, describing 
life before, during, and after the war. All checkpoints, research infor-
mation, and the rubrics will be posted in Google classrooms and on 
MyMCPS. Students will have in-class opportunities to do research and put 
together the final products. We will also have a debate on the causes of the 
Civil War using primary source documents as evidence. Students will use 
the information for a highly interactive, round-robin debate. The last topic 
of the year is Reconstruction—or how the nation heals from a civil war. 
This last topic is where ninth grade U.S. History picks up next fall! Note: 
This unit does include a unit test. 
 
ALGEBRA-PREP 

We are currently in Unit 4, Dilations and Similar Figures, identifying correspond-
ing parts and finding missing measures of similar triangles.  After our topic form-
ative assessment, we will move into the third dimension where we will study vol-
ume of different shapes including how the volumes of similar shapes are relat-
ed.  Finally, we will end the year with Unit 5 which is about data analysis—
scatter plots, distribution tables, and more. 

ALGEBRA 

During May and June, algebra students will be working on Unit 3, Descriptive 
Statistics, which builds upon prior experience with center, variability, scatter-
plots, and linear trends in data, by providing more formal means of how a model 

“We know what we are, but know not what we 
may be.” 

                                                ~William Shakespeare  



Come to 8th grade Homework Club!  
After school on Wednesdays with Ms. Rodgers in Room 322 

   

fits data. Students will use regression techniques to describe ap-
proximately linear relationships between quantities and look at re-
siduals to analyze the goodness of fit. Then it’s on to the last unit, 
Generalizing Function Properties.  Students will investigate Piece-
wise, step, absolute value, square root, cube root, and fractional 
functions.  

MAGNET GEOMETRY 

Our final unit of study is circles. We will discover, apply, and 
prove theorems related to angles and segments in circles, such as 
tangents, secants, and chords. Sketchpad will again be used to ex-
plore geometric relationships. As a final project, students will be 
creating skits to demonstrate an application of a geometry topic.  

 

 

 

HONORS GEOMETRY 

During these next two months, students will continue to prove basic theorems about circles, in-
cluding that a tangent line is perpendicular to a radius, the inscribed angle theorem, and theorems 
about chords, secants, and tangents as they relate to segment lengths and angle measures. Stu-
dents will then study relationships among segments on chords, secants and tangents as an appli-
cation of similarity, and the area of sectors.    

SCIENCE 

We are headed into our final unit “Earth’s Processes and Materials.” In this unit we will be stud-
ying the theories of Plate Tectonics as well as the properties of rocks and minerals. We will ex-
amine the rock cycle and explore the history of Earth’s materials. Students will get to simulate 
both volcanic and seismic activity. They will also conduct investigations to identify various 
types of rocks and minerals. The unit will end in a culminating project in which students, given a 
specific climatic location will get to design and construct a house that withstand the hardships of 
their climate as well as any natural disasters (i.e. volcanoes, earthquakes, tornadoes, hurricanes, 
monsoons). Students will be charged with incorporating green features that are appropriate for 
the environment in which they are building their house.  

MAGNET SCIENCE 

Students are investigating geologic events, rocks, and minerals. Students will identify and cate-
gorize different types of rocks and minerals. The rock cycle and weathering are also scheduled 
for this month along with various labs to reinforce the concepts discussed in class.     



World Languages Department May/June Newsletter 

 
Spanish  
Spanish 1A/B (Sra. Vogel and Sra. Stanton-Brand): 
Students will work on the House Unit and then the final unit, Clothing and Shopping . In these 
units, students will be able to describe rooms, floors and location of objects. They will also share 
their preferences about clothing, gifts and shopping experiences. Students will learn and apply 
several grammar points including informal commands, direct object pronouns (DOP’s), 
demonstrative adjectives, and more stem-changing verbs. Please make sure that your child stays 
on top of their work for class. It is necessary for students to study vocabulary outside of class. 
Please refer to MyMCPS Classroom for grades and assessments. Study habits, grades, 
performance on tests and general overall grasp of concepts will be considered by the teacher 
when making recommendations for language placement for next year.  
 
Spanish 1A (full year)—Sra. Carroll 
Students have finished the unit on School and will have concluded a unit on FOOD by the early 
June. Vocabulary revolves around food preferences, food categories, and meals.  Students will 
learn –ER and –IR verbs as well as review -AR verbs. This unit also introduces the concept of 
Stem-Changer verbs. This last unit of the year reviews many of the structures and grammar 
concepts learned throughout the year.  Parents should check MyMCPS for student progress and 
any missing assignments, and check agenda books for homework.  Students should be practicing 
vocabulary outside of the classroom by naming food items, food groups, snacks and meals at 
home.  This is a great time for students to name all the foods they see on the table during meals 
at home.  Final recommendations for student placement for next year will be made in June after 
we finish the Food unit.  I look forward to finishing the year strong!! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Spanish 1B (full year)—Sra. Carroll 
Students are studying the last unit of the year, Clothing and Shopping.  The unit focuses on 
clothing and accessory vocabulary and clothes worn for different seasons and occasions. 
Students will practice asking and telling the cost of clothing items using numbers 1-1,000 and are 
learning to describe clothing and how it fits.  To practice real-life skills, students will be 
engaging in clothing-store improvisations, and they will also create their own clothing catalogue. 
The pace of the class has sped up slightly to give students a taste of the pace to expect in Spanish 
2, and we will use any remaining time at the end of the year to do review concepts from both 
Spanish 1A and Spanish 1B, in order to prepare students to enter Spanish 2 with a working 
knowledge of everything they have studied over the past 2 years.  Parents should check 
MyMCPS for progress updates and agenda books for homework assignments.  Students who 
have been successful in Spanish over the course of last year (1A) and this year (1B) will have a 
good foundation for moving to Level 2 next year.  I look forward to finishing the year strong. 
 
Spanish 2—Sra. Vogel & Sra. Stanton-Brand 
In May, students will complete a unit on Cooking experiences in which they use affirmative and 
negative commands to give recipes. We will end the year with a unit on travel. Students will be 
able to use the preterite and imperfect past tenses to describe their experiences. Students should 
check MyMCPS regulary, write assignments in agenda books, and bring workbooks to class 
daily. The pace of the class moves quickly and students are encouraged to continue to study 
every week night for 10-15 minutes in order to help build vocabulary and ease with structures. 
This is especially important as they will need to have an active working knowledge of all 
Spanish 1 and 2 vocabulary when they start Spanish 3 next year.  

 
Spanish 3— Sra. Guevara 
In early May, students will finish a unit on mysteries of archaeological sites by presenting a 
legend and taking their final unit test of the year. Students will finish the year with a unit on the 
environment called “Our Planet” in which they use the subjunctive to give advice and caution 
about environmental hazards and conservation.  In this unit, they will review the major grammar 
concepts of the semester with a culminating summative debate. Please see the quarter calendar 
for exact dates. Parents should check MyMCPS and agenda books regularly. The pace of the 
class moves quickly and students are encouraged to establish a routine of studying every week 
night for 10-15 minutes in order to help build vocabulary and ease with structures. There are 
many resources on MyMCPS for them to practice such as Quizlet, an online flashcard website 
which allows students to make flashcards for vocabulary but also verb conjugations as well. 
Students may also complete the monthly optional formative assignment, ¿Dónde está Sra. 
Guevara? which students can find on MyMCPS or posted on the board in the classroom. 
 

   



French—Mme Finklea 
 
French 1  
In May and June, French 1 students finish learning to communicate about the home (rooms in the 
house, furniture) and chores that they do (or don’t do!). We will also be communicating about 
clothing. Parents should check agenda books for HW and encourage students to study vocabulary 
at home. Parents should also check MyMCPS and weekly student progress reports. If your child 
has a C or below on a weekly progress report, please sign it and have your child return it to me!  
Please make sure that your child stays on top of their work for class. Study habits, grades, 
performance on tests and general overall grasp of concepts will be considered by the teacher 
when making recommendations for language placement for next year.  
  
French 2 
French 2 students will finish learning to communicate about health and fitness in the present and 
past tenses. They will be able to describe all kinds of disgusting illness symptoms and relate 
what happened in an accident. We will end the year learning to communicate about camping—
not just camping equipment and animals you might encounter, but also working on our story-
telling skills in the past tenses. Parents should check agenda books for HW and encourage 
students to study vocabulary at home. Please also check MyMCPS and weekly student progress 
reports. 
 
French 3  
In French 3 in May, we will be finishing our unit on art and movies. This is a favorite for 
everyone! We will end the year looking forward to the summer, communicating about travel and 
vacations. Parents should check agenda books for HW and encourage students to study 
vocabulary at home. Please also check MyMCPS and weekly student progress reports. The date 
of our trip to Tersiguel’s French Country Restaurant is May 24. Students will have a chance to 
eat delicious French food and ask questions (en français, bien sûr!) of the restaurant’s founder. 
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Art – Ms. Spera 
 

Our final lesson for sixth 

graders will be to create a three-

dimensional Oaxacan animal. They 

will construct the animal using 

paper mache. These fantastic 

animals are painted in a most 

delightful and intriguing style. 

Sturdy construction, proper 

proportions, and application of the 

finishing materials will all be 
considered for grading. 
 

                                              
  

 
 

 

 

The seventh graders will be creating a 

three dimensional “sandwich” letter. This fun 

sculpture is finished with paper mache, paint, 

and whatever creative finishing touches the 

student wants to use. I tell them that “The 

sky is the limit!” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The eighth graders will be 

creating their individual mosaics. 

We are presently working on the 

final design for the next school 

mosaic as well.  We will be blessed 

with another artist in residence 

with Mr. Arturo Ho. Cannot wait, it 

is the best part of the year!!! 

 



FACS – Ms. Davis 
 

All Family and Consumer Sciences Classes are in the Food and Nutrition Unit. 

This is an exciting time of the year to cook and/or learn to cook. The farmers markets 

are beginning to open, offering food from local vendors. Many families will enjoy the 

nice weather with picnics. As I teach in class, safety and sanitation are important.  If 

you have any questions or concerns, I recommend visiting the following sites:  

United States Department of Agriculture: www.usda.gov    

USDA Farmers Market Directory: http://search.ams.usda.gov/farmersmarkets/     

US Food and Drug Administration: www.fda.gov    

Fight BAC! Partnership for Food Safety Education: http://www.fightbac.org/  

Food Safety and Foodborne Outbreaks: https://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/ 

 

 

Computer Applications 

Ms. Smith        
 
 

6th Grade Computer Applications- Students 

just finished a unit in Google Forms that coupled 

with Google Sheets.  Students will be working in 

Photoshop, we will also continue our honing our 

keyboarding skills.  

 

6th Grade Computer Science- Students began our unit in Python. We will 

be focusing on programming in Python for the remainder of the year. Students will be 

working to learn strings and variables as the year continues.  Students will also be 

working in Photoshop.  Students will also complete a project that requires them to 

invent a product and present it to a team of investors.  
 

Dr. Taliff 

 
Intro to CS 7 – Python, python, python! We are continuing to learn how to code 

using Python.  Students may work on their Python projects at home using 

www.repl.it (free!).  Learning to keyboard continues to be the daily activity we use to 

start the class.   

 

Magnet CS 7 – We have returned to Python.  Review and new programs are 

assigned with future topics being parity bits, sorting techniques, and recursive 

functions.  Keyboarding continues, since September, to be a daily activity.  Most 



students, 75%, have completed ALL of the Turbo Typing lessons!  Congrats.  Speed, 

Accuracy, and Lessons Completed will be evaluated this final quarter. 

 

Ms. Wu 
 

8th grade Computer App class students will continue working on their typing 

skills using Turbo Typing.  They will also continue to use Scratch to enhance their 

programming skills by designing games. 

 

8th grade Computer Science classes will continue creating multiple projects in 

Javascript and HTML to enhance their programming planning and designing skills. 

ACSL Junior-5 team is meeting after school on Wednesdays for the All-Star 

competition on 5/26 in Rhode Island. 

Students are finalizing their Final Project at home.  The complete project is due on 

5/15.  The final project presentation will start from 5/29 to 6/1. 

 

Theatre 

Ms. Murphy 
This month in theatre class students will continue to work on staging their 

scenes for our Second Semester Theatre Scenes Night on May 30, 2018 at 

7:00pm. Students will be continuing to discuss and work to effectively 

communicate their stories, ideas, and emotions with an audience. As the students 

continue to analyze their characters they will be presenting to the community, they 

will be looking to communicate with the audience through their movements and 

staying in character throughout the entire scene. Students will continue to work on 

their vision of their scene including costumes, props, lighting, sound, and other 

materials needed in order to communicate with their audience. 

 

Contemporary Communications and TV 

Studio – Mr. Wilson 

 
In 6th grade Contemporary 

Communications, students are “in production” 

with their very own TPMS advertisement or 

public service announcement.  Students 

brainstorm ideas, script and storyboard, then shoot and edit their ad or PSA for 

possible airing on our morning show, Wake Up Takoma!   

 

 In 7th grade Intro to TV Studio, students are finishing their first productions 

and beginning their second using some more advanced techniques including inserts, 



cutaways, and over the shoulder shots.  They will also be working on TPMS News 

Pieces. 

 

In 8th Grade TV Studio, students will be working on their montage videos, 

brainstorming for creative ideas to make an entertaining, interesting, and perhaps 

amusing montage.  We will also be learning about Sound Design and advanced editing 

techniques such as L cuts and J cuts. 

 

Physical Education —  
Mr. Baker, Mr. Jensen, Mr. 
Kinhart, Mr. Miller & Ms. Smoot 
 

Hurray its Spring and we only 

have three instructional units left. 

Parents and students can view the 

PE Unit Schedule to see the 

schedule units for 4th quarter. The 

department continues to use 

Grade-Level-Outcomes-for-K-

12-Physical-Education to create a 

learning environment that promotes health and 

fitness literacy. The department would like to encourage 

students to bring water bottles to class to help with hydration as they engage in 

units like Ultimate Frisbee, Softball, and Capture the Flag.  

6th Graders interested in participating in athletics in the 2018/2019 school 

year should pick up a blank Athletic Packet before summer break. Packets are 

located in the PE hallway and main office. Cross Country and Softball will begin in the 

fall and there will be only one week between the first day of school and tryouts. Join 

our TPMS Athletic Classroom for updates and notifications using classroom code 

csmd8w. 

Orchestra & Band  

Ms. Pasquale 
 

Congratulations to Takoma’s Advanced Orchestra for earning straight 

superior ratings at the Montgomery County District 2 Festival Assessment. The 

group received a superior rating (I) from each of the 4 adjudicators.  The 

Intermediate Orchestra earned two ratings of superior and two ratings of 

excellent.  Although they did a superior performance, the judges were extremely 

detailed this year. Advanced Band earned one rating of superior (I) and three ratings 



of excellent (II) for an overall score or excellent.  Advanced orchestra qualifies for the 

Maryland State Festival in May.    All of the groups performed wonderfully on and off 

stage.  The Advanced orchestra will attend the State festival on May 9th or 

10th.  At the time of this writing, Takoma’s Intermediate Band has not attended the 

Second Bands District Festival on April 25th,. It has been a great festival season, we 

are looking forward to bringing home trophies when we go to Hersheypark this 

May.  Takoma continues to have a reputation for excellence in Montgomery County 

and around the state of Maryland. 

 

All classes are working hard to finish this year well.  Students are preparing 

new music for our concerts, and are diligently trying to finish scales by the deadlines 

(May 4th for students going to Hershey Park, June 1st for all other 

students).  Students are aware that all scales must be completed by the deadlines. 

One point will be subtracted from each passoff average for each scale uncompleted. 

  

SPRING CONCERTS:  Advanced Band, Beginning Band, 6th Grade Band and 

Advanced Orchestra will perform on Tuesday, MAY 15th.  The beginning band and 

the Intermediate ensembles will perform on Wednesday, May 16th. Both 

concerts will be held in the TPMS Cafetorium and begin at 7pm.  Students will have 

received a separate letter with all of the details.  ALL STUDENTS WILL PERFORM for 

each other after school on May 23rd at the Extravaganzaa. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Takoma Park Middle School 

Media Center News 

May 2018 

 

Dear Students and Parents,  

As the end of the year draws near, it’s time to 

clean out your locker, search under your bed, and 

find those overdue books!  The deadline for      

returning all books to the Media Center is Friday, 

May 18!   

“What about that book I checked out on      

Thursday, May 17?”  you ask.   

That book is also due on May 18. The deadline for 

turning in all Media Center materials is May 18. 

Lost books can be paid for at the circulation desk.  

      Sincerely, 

      Ms. Phelan  

Return Our Books! 

Congratulations to all of the students 
who participated in the Black-Eyed  

Susan Voting  Party! 

6th Graders—16 

7th Graders—25 

8th Graders—10 

All participants read at least 3 nominated books 
and completed one summary project. Students    
enjoyed pizza and cupcakes, and voted for 

their favorite books at the party. 

The award winning books will be         
announced on 

http://maslmd.org 

Book Wars Success!  

On April 6, four TPMS teams competed in the 
county-wide Book Wars competition. Takoma   

represented well with the 8th grade team taking 2nd 
place in District 5 and 6th and 7th grade teams 

tying for 5th place in District 5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://maslmd.org
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