
  March 8 —Pops and Cabaret Concert, 3-4 p.m. (Cafeteria) 
 
  March 14 —PTA Meeting, 7 p.m. 
     Topic: Middle School Students and High School Credit Courses 
 
  March 14-15—MISA Science Testing (8th Grade Students) 
 
  March 23 —Dramatic Arts Competition, 7:00 p.m. (Cafeteria) 
 
  March 31  —STEAM Family Science Night, 5:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

Principal’s 
Newsletter 

TAKOMA PARK MI DDLE S CHOOL  

TPMS March Events 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
It’s hard to believe that we are already halfway through the 
3rd quarter!  Students and parents should use this point in 
the quarter to check their grades on Edline.  I also encour-
age students to take advantage of Takoma Academic Period 
every Wednesday afternoon to check-in with teachers, 
complete homework assignments and take reassessments 
when appropriate.  Homework Club and the Power Hour 
are also resources that students use after school to get 
caught up on assignments or receive academic support.  
 
I am very proud of the many accomplishments of our stu-
dents over the last month. Congratulations to the TPMS 
Science Bowl Team led by their coaches, Ms. Becca Epling 
and Mr. Jeff Cornfeld. The team finished first in the Re-
gional Science Bowl Competition and will be competing in 
the National Science Bowl this May! 
 
In February members of the Takoma Park Mathcounts team 
led by Ms. Sarah Manchester competed in the chapter com-
petition at the University of Maryland.  Takoma dominated 
the competition, earning 1st place in the team competition 
and three trophies in the countdown round, with Timothy 
Qian taking 4th place, Chris Tong in 3rd, and Daniel Monroe 
in 2nd place.  Takoma also captured 5 of the top 6 individual 
spots – Chad Yu in 6th, Eric Chen in 5th, Daniel in 3rd, Chris 
in 2nd, and Timothy winning the individual competi-
tion.  All Takoma competitors, including Tad Mrozek, 
Clarence Lam, Lawrence Tang, Maxwell Zhang, and Gabe 
Wu, scored high enough to advance to the State Math-
counts Competition in March. Congratulations! 
 
Congratulations to J.J. Chen, our 6th grader who won the 
school spelling bee on Thursday, February 9th. All of the 
spellers were amazing, but J.J. won the day.  His winning 
word was “Velocipede”.  Good luck to J.J. in the regional 
round of the Scripps Spelling Bee! 
 
I am proud to share that our newly formed E-Motion Dance 
Troupe led by Ms. Evette Idehen placed third in a dance 
competition in which ten other schools competed.  Ms. 
Idehen has promised first place next year!   
 

I would also like to recognize sixth grader Joshua Wang 
who received the Student Accomplishment in Gifted and 
Talented Education Award from the Maryland State De-
partment of Education.  Congratulations Joshua! 
 
This month’s PTA meeting on March 14 will focus on the 
topic of Middle School Students and High School Credit 
Courses.  We will have a panel discussion on this topic 
with both middle school and high school counselors attend-
ing. 

On March 14 and 15, eighth grade students will be taking 
the Maryland Integrated Science Assessment (MISA). 
MISA is administered to all students in fifth grade and all 
students in eighth grade every spring. The MISA replaces 
the former Maryland School Assessment (MSA) in science. 
The assessment will be administered during the first block 
of each day and the school will have an adjusted schedule 
on both days.  Sixth and seventh grade students will attend 
their regularly scheduled classes on these days.   

During the month of March students will be engaged in our 
school wide Dramatic Arts Competition.  This competition 
has been part of TPMS for several decades and has become 
a yearly tradition at our school. Through English classes 
students learn, write and recite poetry and prose that they 
have either written or learned. Students compete through 
their English classes and then compete at each grade level.  
The finalists perform at our Dramatic Arts Festival on the 
evening of March 23.  This year’s theme is “Unity.”  As I 
have been walking throughout the school, students have 
been working hard to learn the work that they are memoriz-
ing.  Good luck students!   

Many thanks to all of the parents and students who support-
ed Books and Basketball in February.  Students, parents 
and staff had a fun evening and the PTA was successful in 
its continuing fundraising efforts! 

Sincerely, 

Alicia Deeny 

Principal 

“March comes in like a lion, and goes out like a lamb.”   

March 2017 



 

Spring is coming!  Please be sure to check your student’s grades on Edline, and make sure that 

he or she is still using the agenda to track homework.  Also, this is an excellent time to check 

with your student to be sure that he or she does not need extra supplies, like pencils, notebook 

paper, etc.  

Math 

Magnet IM:   Students begin March with Unit 5 (The Real Number System).  They 

will study scientific notation and the laws of exponents; how to simplify and how to 

calculate in both.  They will also examine and be able to evaluate square and cube 

roots as well as how to simplify radical expressions of any index.  Depending on how 

fast we move through these lessons, we may begin Unit 6 (Functional Relationships 

and Linear Equations) before the end of March.  This will mark a formal look at the Slope-

Intercept Form of an equation for a line and making connections between proportional 

relationships and linear equations.  Please check Edline regularly to monitor grades and the 

dates and topics of assessments.  Thanks!      

6th Grade Math: For the month of March, Math 6 will be continuing our exciting 
study in Unit 3 by examining and understanding mathematical properties of 
equivalency and solving equations and inequalities. Towards the middle of the 
month, the Math 6 classes will be having a county formative for Unit 3, Topic 2 which 
covers properties of equivalency.  Towards the end of the month we will be having 
another county formative for the Unit 3 Topic 3 knowledge which covers solving 

equations and inequalities. Please make sure that students are completing assignments daily to 
reinforce the learning from class.  Check Edline / Google Classroom for daily and weekly 
objectives and goals for class instruction. Also, if you have any questions regarding the 
curriculum, check the parent resources on Edline /Google Classroom or email your child's 
teacher. 

 

6th Grade News – March 2017 



World Studies 

The Unit 2 test will occur towards the end of February and the first week of March. 

Look for the review packet to be posted in Google Classroom. In the month of 

March, students in Advanced World Studies 6 classes will begin Unit 3, The Impact 

of Economics in Ancient and Modern China. We will continue with our study of the 

ancient world by focusing on the dynasties of China and the impact of legalism, 

Confucianism, and Daoism on Chinese culture. Students will then have the 

opportunity to participate in a trade simulation to compare market and command economic 

systems.    

Science 

Magnet Science:  Time to build!  Students will be wrapping up their mini-unit on 

Climate Change, and will begin to investigate Physics and Engineering.  In March we 

will start to study Newton’s Laws, and test the effects of these laws on their 

engineering designs.  Rubber band cars and catapults are just two of the design 

projects that students will be using to demonstrate Newton’s Laws and other 

tendencies that can be described using Newtonian physics.  STEM projects are also wrapping up 

in March – students should be finished with experiments, and will be writing their Discussion 

and Analysis sections to analyze their findings.  Their final steps will be to create a display board 

for STEM Night, which will be on March 31.  Please look for more information to come home 

about this fun event! 

6th Grade Science: In the month of March 6th grade students will begin investigating 

Earth’s natural resources. The investigation will lead to discussions related to fossil 

fuels as well as alternative energies. Students will gather information in effort to 

debate for the energy source on which they believe research and development 

should be focused on most.  Students will learn the need for policy change 

regarding global climate change. 

  English 

Dramatic Arts is the highlight of the month of March! Students are to research a 

poem, story or speech about the theme of Unity. The art of recitation comes into 

play as the students practice their piece in groups and later present it to the class. 

Students focus not only on memorization, but reciting it with clear articulation, 

poise and passion.  Dramatic Arts allows students to discover the power of the 

spoken word and importance of delivery while demonstrating the skill of public speaking. There 

will be winners determined from each category; original, humorous and serious. They will 

perform at The Dramatic Arts Night Festival on March 28th at 6:30 pm on the TPMS stage. It is a 

wonderful opportunity for family and friends to come out and show your support!  

 



A Note from the 7
th

Grade Team Leaders

We are well into the 3rd quarter and are
working hard to ensure all of our students are
doing well. Please make sure that your child
is arriving to school on time and prepared
with their necessary materials. We would also
like to encourage parents/guardians to contact
teachers with any questions or concerns.

Ms. Lunsford and Ms. Seyoum 

Students are learning about the ways in which

humans interact with their environment by

looking at examples of adaptation and

modification from today and from the past. We

will specifically look at how the Incas and

Aztecs created large empires in places that had

What are Students 

Learning in the 

Classroom?

World Studies

English
Students are currently immersed in Unit

3 – Perspectives – which involves

reading fiction and non-fiction books

and other literature, related to the

1940’s. Students are reading The Diary

of Anne Frank, Farewell to Manzanar,

Daniel's Story, and The Book Thief as

the core books for this unit. Students are

also still doing a mini-research and

focusing on sentence structure.

Students should 
review the SSL 
Bulletin Board for SSL 
opportunities.

Ms. Hamlin

significant geographic challenges (mountains and swamps) to overcome.

We will also discover how geography shaped the Incan and Aztec

cultures (traditions, religion, farming methods, and homes).



of pi as a ratio and use this ratio to determine area

and circumference. Students continue to apply

their understanding of composition and

decomposition of shapes to find the area of

composite figures and surface area of 3D figures.

Students utilize drawings and physical models to

visualize 3D figures, determine their volume, and

describe their attributes when sliced by a plane.

They will solve real-world and mathematical

problems involving area, volume, and surface area

of two- and three-dimensional objects composed

of triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, cubes, and

right prisms.

In IM, students continue their study of exponents

from earlier grade levels by investigating very

large and very small quantities. This requires

them to represent, estimate, and calculate numbers

expressed in scientific notation. Students apply

the properties of integer exponents to transform

expressions as they explore equivalency.

Students will then differentiate between rational

and irrational numbers by exploring repeating

decimal patterns. They evaluate square roots and

cube roots of perfect squares and perfect cubes.

Students use rational approximations of irrational

numbers to estimate the value of irrational

numbers, compare their size, and locate them

approximately on a number line diagram.

In Magnet Algebra students will complete a unit

on Polynomials, both simplifying and factoring

with real world applications including solving

higher degree equations by factoring. We will

then begin Unit 7: Quadratics and continue to

prepare for the PARCC Assessments.

Math
In Math 7, students extend

their understanding of

perimeter and area beyond

polygons to include circles.

They develop an understanding

Students completed their study of the structure

and function of organ system and the nutrients

necessary for our bodies to function properly. We

will soon be focusing on the structure and

composition of DNA which will lead us into our

study of Genetics.

In Magnet Science class students are continuing 

their work in genetics by focusing on population 

genetics and the Hardy-Weinberg 

Equilibrium. The unit will end with a debate with 

respect to human cloning and genetic 

engineering. Students should be working on their 

culminating genetics project as well as their 

STEM projects. STEM projects are due on 

March 13, 2017.

Also, STEM EXPO this year is Friday, March 31. 

Students have been working independently or in 

small groups on various experiments & research. 

Science

Please check your child’s 
Edline, Agenda Book, Google 
Classroom, and/or notebook 
regularly.

Stay Connected:
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English  

In English, students will be engaging in a variety of tasks that focus on 

the author’s choices in and context of literature. Students are studying 

point of view and reading memoirs in The Multicultural Reader. Students 

will rewrite a scene from one of the stories capturing  a different point of 

view and perspective. Other writing assignments will focus on research-

ing and  comparing events in a novel and the events in history.  Reading 

assignments will vary in classes, but students might read Animal Farm  

by George Orwell, or Narrative o f the Life  o f Frederick  Douglass by Fred-

erick Douglass. Students will also be preparing for The Dramatic Arts Festival in March 

with the theme of “Unity”.  For the festival, students must prepare and memorize a short 

speech, poem or story excerpt to present on the unity theme.   

 

U.S. History  

We are continuing our study of Westward Expansion.  In this unit we 

focus on the concept of manifest destiny and its impact on various 

groups in the United States.  Students have created 3 – dimensional dis-

plays (lap books) of each of the six territories gained through manifest 

destiny.  Along with manifest destiny, we examine the presidency of 

Andrew Jackson and the Trail of Tears forced relocation of Native 

American tribes.  The unit ends with a study of the Industrial Revolu-

tion and immigration.  There will be one DBQ essay on either Andrew Jackson or Westward 

Expansion.  

Algebra‐Prep  

We will move into Geometry in the month of March by exploring rigid transformations. 

These are the ways we can move shapes on a grid without changing the shape (rotation, 

translation, reflection, etc.)  This will help prepare students for geometry and is also a key 

concept to graphic design.  Teachers are available for Lunch Help (any day of the week), 

and TAP.  Please ask for afterschool help which is available by each teachers schedule.   

Algebra 2.0 

During March, students will continue working with Unit 4, Quadratic Relationships. Topic 

2 focuses on the structure of quadratic expressions including: transformations, polynomial 

operations, factoring, completing the square, and properties.  Topic 3 focuses on solving 

quadratic equations using tables, factoring, graphing, and the quadratic formula. In addi-

tion, the Pythagorean Theorem and the distance formula will be studied.   

Magnet Geometry  

In early March, we will continue our unit on Area, Volume, & 3-d Figures with a study of 

different classes of polyhedra.  We will also review and expand our knowledge of surface 

area and volume, with a focus on applications and derivations (where do the formu-

las come from?)  Later in March, we will begin work in coordinate geometry, with a 

review of some concepts from algebra (slope/ distance/midpoint) and then 

apply them to prove properties of geometric fig- ures.  

 

Magnet Algebra II  

In March, we will complete a unit on trigono‐

metric functions.  We will begin with a Continued on next page 



study of the unit circle and how it is used to generalize trig functions to all angles.   We will then explore 

graphs of the sine, cosine, and tangent functions, as well as transformations of their graphs.  Emphasis will 

also be placed on modeling with trig functions.  

Honors Geometry 

Students connect what they have learned about cross-sections of three-dimensional shapes to cross-sections 

of double cones (i.e., conic sections) as they begin Unit 4. Students continue their study of quadratics by con-

necting the geometric and algebraic definitions of parabolas, ellipses and hyperbolas. In the Cartesian coordi-

nate system, students use the distance formula to write the equation of a circle 

when given the radius and the coordinates of its center. Given an equation of a 

circle, they draw the graph in the coordinate plane.  

Magnet Science  

We will be completing our astronomy unit with our study of galaxies and project 

on the challenges of designing a generation ship. Capstone experiments are com-

pleting in March (Backboards are due 24 of March). STEM night at TPMS is 

March 31st and all are welcome. The next unit we will investigate is the Restless Earth where we will study 

plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes and then progress through the rock cycle. We should be beginning 

this unit before the end of the month. 

Science 

In 8th grade Science we are putting the finishing touches on our STEM projects and prepping them for the 

STEM night in March. Project boards are still available for $5. See Mrs. Epling to purchase one. The eighth 

graders are learning about the planets and how celestial bodies interact with one another. Students will then 

find a habitable planet to research and design a movie set for a movie about forming a human colony on an 

Earth “like” planet. From there will heading into the Weather and Climate unit.  

Come to 8th Grade Homework 
Club! 

After School 
Wednesdays with Ms. Becker in room 312 



World Languages Department March Newsletter 

Spanish 
Spanish 1AB—Sra. Carroll & Sra. Vogel 
Students have finished a Unit on Pastimes focused on where we go and what we 
do for leisure time.  Students are beginning a unit on La Familia.  Vocabulary and 
grammar concepts center around family members and relationships to each 
other.  Students will learn the various ways to show possession in Spanish, how to 
talk about what family members like and don’t like to do and how to tell names 
and ages of family members.  Students will also learn basic conversation for a 
trip to a restaurant, including table settings and how to ask the waiter for differ-
ent items.   Parents are encouraged to check Edline frequently for student progress and home-
work completion.  Students should be writing HW in their agenda books so parents should check 
that as well.  This is a great time for students to talk at home about how they are related to some-
one else in the house or other family members.  Students should check Edline frequently as she 
keeps her grade book updated so you have an accurate picture of your progress.  
 
Spanish 1A Full Year—Ms. Carroll  
Students are in the middle of the school unit.  We have learned to talk about school sched-
ules, how to describe our classes and to tell what we like and don't like about our classes.  Students 
have learned how to use verbs that end in –AR in order to talk about what they do in school.  Stu-
dents have begun more extensive writing assignments as we  learn more about how to put sen-
tences together in Spanish.  The month of March will focus on school supplies and what we need 
for various classes.  We will learn how to talk about the location of items in a classroom and how 
schools in Spanish-speaking countries are different than Takoma Park.  Students will also review 
gender and number agreement. This unit includes a lot of vocabulary so students should study vo-
cabulary outside of the classroom on a regular basis. Parents should encourage students to prac-
tice their vocabulary out loud and to name school supplies that might be lying around at 
home!!   Parents are encouraged to check EdLine and agenda books to monitor homework as-
signments and academic progress. Sra. Carroll updates her grade book frequently so parents can 
have an accurate picture of their student's progress.  
 
Spanish 1B full year—Ms. Stanton-Brand 
Spanish 1B students are working on a new unit: The Home. Vocabulary will revolve around rooms in 
the home, types of housing, furniture and chores around the house. We will be focusing again 
on HAY, SER and ESTAR, two new stem-changing verbs, comparative words and the superlative, 
affirmative tú commands and the present progressive. After studying different architecture, stu-
dents will be completing an integrated project to create their dream home, where they explain 
what family members do in each room of the house and how and why they have designed their 
dream home the way they have.  Please make sure students are studying their class notes and 
current vocabulary every day, and that they review old vocabulary from previous units, once a 
week to keep it fresh.  Parents are encouraged to check Edline frequently for student progress and 
homework completion, and to check agenda books regularly for homework.  Students are en-
couraged to come in for extra support during odd-day lunch for 8th graders and even-day lunch 
for 7th graders.  Contact me any time for extra practice suggestions at Jennifer_Stanton-
Brand@mcpsmd.org.  
 
Spanish 2—Sra. Stanton-Brand, Sra. Guevara and Sra. Vogel 
In March, students will be working on a unit about natural disasters and medical emergencies. In 
this unit, students will continue to discuss the difference between the two past tenses in Spanish: 



French 1 
French 1 students will be working on our activities unit. They will learn how to describe the 
weather and tell places they go as well. Please check weekly progress reports. If your child 
has an overall grade of C or lower, please sign the report and send it back to me! 
 
French 2 
In French 2 we learn to communicate about daily routines using reflexive verbs. Who knew 
washing your hair and brushing your teeth could be so much fun?! Please check weekly 
progress reports. If your child has an overall grade of C or lower, please sign the report and 
send it back to me! 
 
French 3 
French 3 students will be discussing the media and the press. Make sure to keep up with 
daily reading assignments and other homework and please encourage your child to 
SPEAK FRENCH IN CLASS! Please check weekly progress reports. If your child has an overall 
grade of C or lower, please sign the report and send it back to me! 
 
 

French—Mme Finklea 

the imperfect tense and the preterit tense.  Students will focus on using these tenses 
when reporting information about a past event. Keep your eyes out for permission slips 
to La Casita for our field trip in April which will align with our next unit about cooking. 
The pace of the class moves quickly and students are encouraged to establish a rou-
tine of studying every week night for 10-15 minutes, in addition to other homework, in 
order to help build vocabulary and ease with structures. There are many resources on 
Edline for them to practice such as Quizlet, an online flashcard website which allows 
students to make flashcards for vocabulary but also verb conjugations as well. In Ms. 
Guevara’s class, students may also complete the monthly optional formative assign-
ment, ¿Dónde está Sra. Guevara? which students can find on Edline or posted on the 
board in the classroom.  Ms. Stanton-Brand encourages students to check in with her if 
they need any extra help on odd days at lunch for 8th graders and on even days at 
lunch for 7th graders.  
 
Spanish 3-Sra. Guevara   
In March, students will be working on a unit about work situations such as applying and 
interviewing for a job as well as discussing volunteering.  They will be using Spanish to 
recruit and hire employees as well as apply for a job and interview for a position.  In 
this unit, students will refine the use of many tenses and voices such as the preterit, im-
perfect, subjunctive, future, and present perfect.   In addition, they will continue to use 
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Blind Date with a Book 

The Blind Date with a Book 

reading contest was a huge hit!  

Students had blind dates with 

countless books, and submitted 

date ratings for a chance to 

win a Valentine’s gift bag. 

Here’s how the books were 

rated (based on rating cards 

submitted by 2/17). 

“Disaster”—7 books; “OK”—37 

books; “Better Than Expected” 

- 54 books; “I Want to Marry 

This Book!” - 26 books. 

Current Media Center News 
Congratulations to Blind 

Date with a Book Prize 

Winner, Jack Wagner!  

Jack had a blind date with, All 

Unquiet Things. His first    

impression was, “Eeww, 

gross!” After reading the book, 

he thought it was “better than 

expected,” and he rated it 4 

out of 5 hearts.  Jack’s name 

was drawn live on Wake-Up 

Takoma on Tuesday, February 

21. He won a gift bag with a 

Pusheen the cat plush, book, 

and candy.  

English—Dramatic Arts      

All students will select poems, 

speeches, or song lyrics to   

recite at the 2017 Dramatic Arts 

Festival. Students also have the 

option of writing original 

speeches. This year’s theme is 

“Unity.”  

Project Website: 

http://

msphelan.edu.glogster.com/

poetry/ 

 

What is the Black-Eyed Susan 
reading incentive program?  Each 
year, librarians across the state of 
Maryland nominate the best new 
children’s and young adults’ books 
for the Black-Eyed Susan award.  
In the spring, Maryland students 
vote for their favorite nominees.  
To encourage TPMS students to 
participate, the Media Center holds 
a Black-Eyed Susan voting party .  
Any student wishing to be invited to the 2016 Black-Eyed Susan  voting 
party must read at least 3 nominated books and  submit one summary    
project to Ms. Phelan by Tuesday, April 18. All nominees for grades 4-6,     
6-9, and high school are eligible. 

The party will take place on Thursday, April 20, in the Media Center. See 
the TPMS Media  Center webpage or Ms. Phelan in the Media Center for a 
full list of nominees and summary project  directions. 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/takomaparkms/
mediacenter/blackeyedsusan.aspx 

Black-Eyed Susan Reading 

Incentive Program and Voting Party 

6th—9th Grade 
Black-Eyed Susan  

Nominees  

Important 

Dates: 

March 20:                                 

Dramatic Arts    

presentations  

March 23:                    

Dramatic Arts Night 

March 31:                         

STEM Night 

April 18:                                  

BES Summary         

Projects Due 

April 20:                     

BES Party 

 I Will Always Write 

Back: How One Letter 

Changed Two Lives 

 The Thing About       

Jellyfish: A Novel 

 Book Scavenger 

 Nightbird 

 House Arrest 

 Listen, Slowly 

 When 

 I am Princess X 

 No Summit Out of Sight: 

The True Story of the 

Youngest Person to 

Climb the Seven     

Summits 

 Orbiting Jupiter 

http://msphelan.edu.glogster.com/poetry/
http://msphelan.edu.glogster.com/poetry/
http://msphelan.edu.glogster.com/poetry/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/takomaparkms/mediacenter/blackeyedsusan.aspx
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/takomaparkms/mediacenter/blackeyedsusan.aspx
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 In March, the sixth graders will be 

creating a three dimensional mask. They will 

be considering the choice of colors to create 

a sense of an emotion. They will also be 

working with a variety of materials to 

complete the design. 

 

 

 

 

The seventh graders are creating a 

travel poster. They will be creating two 

different compositions to layout the 

words and iconic image from the place 

they are advertising. They will then use 

sharpie markers and paint to create the 

image they have chosen from their plans. 

  

 

 

The eighth graders are 

starting a collage. They 

brainstormed for ideas for a 

project with a very personal 

message or theme. A memory of 

the past, thoughts from the 

present, hopes for the future. They 

will be sketching a composition and 

then finding the right materials to 

express their idea. 



Family and Consumer Sciences  

Ms. Davis 

Sixth Grade: In the Family and Human Development unit, students learned about values, 

respect, and relationships. In the sewing unit, students will be making pillows with an 

applique.   

Seventh Grade: Students are finishing up the financial literacy unit. They learned about 

financial preparedness, budgeting money, and identity theft.  Through the beginning of 

May, they will be participating in the Stock Market Game. In the sewing unit, students 

will make tote bags or drawstring bags.  

Eighth Grade: Students just completed a career unit. Students completed resumes, 

mock job applications and sample interview questions. In the sewing unit, students will 

make an apron that can be used during the food unit.   

Computer Applications  

Ms. Smith          

 6th grade Computer Science students 

are using Microsoft Powerpoint. Students are 

also learning how to enhance their presentations 

using SmartArt objects, transitions, animations, 

video and audio resources. Students have been 

assigned their Software speech deliverable. 

Students will be required to provide a 

summary of the software that they chose, 

Powerpoint slides and be able to present their 

speech to the class. Students continue to use 

Turbo Typing to enhance their word processing skills. 

6th Grade Computer Applications classes will be using Microsoft Publisher to create a 

brochure for a destination of their dreams. Students will continue their work in Turbo 

Typing and other keyboarding programs to enhance their typing fluency and accuracy. 

 

Dr. Taliff   

Welcome new Intro to Computers students!  We are off and running.  The three 

major topics to this course will be programming in Python, creating websites, 

keyboarding with correct technique, and formatting letters and reports.   



 

Mag Comp Sci 7 has just completed the text files unit.  Now, students are 

working on their Creative and Enrichment Programs.  The CEP is an opportunity for 

students to practice, reinforce, or expand their Python coding skills via independent 

projects.  We will then move on to LISTS and DICTIONARIES.  

Ms. Wu        

In March, 8th grade Computer Science students will continue working on ACSL 

topics, Digital Electronics and Data Structures, and participate 3rd ACSL 

contest.  They will finishing their personal website using HTML, and will learn syntax and 

structure of JavaScript; later they will use JavaScript to enhance the functions of their 

website.  They will also continue working on their Final Project at home. The Beta Version 

Game or Website Contents is due on 3/14, and the deadline is 3/24. The Final Projcet 

peer-evaluation is on 3/29 or 30. 

The 8th grade computer application class continue to improve the Word 

Processing skills. The group of ESOL students will focus on to create well-formatted 

text documents.  The rest of students will learn and construct their personal website.  

 

 Contemporary Communications and TV Studio   

Mr. Wilson 

In 6th grade Contemporary Communications, 

students have been reading, writing, and talking 

about media.  Now it’s time to make some!  We 

are moving into our “production” phase of the 

class, in which students will create their own 

short videos and learn the basics of video production. 

In 7th grade Intro to TV Studio, students are in various stages of 

preproduction.  Some groups have already started shooting and editing, 

while others are still developing their scripts and storyboards.  Next, we 

will learn how to make a “news package” for Wake Up Takoma. 

In 8th grade TV studio, students should be done with their scripted 

production and working on their “news piece”. They are also working on 

their “Music Video", which is an individual production with an option to 

work in pairs, or their “Spotlight”, which is an individual production about 



themselves.  In addition, they are working on their class blogs.  These 

students are really creating a ton of media! 

World Beat Music and Chorus  

Mr. Liddle 

February and March breathe new life into the general/choral music 

program here at Takoma.  General music classes change over and we 

welcome 3 full classes of new and returning students back into the music 

classroom.  These students have been choosing instruments, digging into 

beginning lessons, reviewing past skills, and taking their first steps in 

applying individual skills in bands.  Chorus students are looking forward to 

their rescheduled Cluster Concert on February 22 at Blaire High School 

(7:00pm) and their Pops and Cabaret concert on March 8th. This Pops 

and Cabaret concert is geared towards student’s peers and friends being 

able to attend a concert and will happen right after school from 3:00-

4:15.  The choruses will be joined by members of the “We Will Rock You” 

Club.  Both singers and audience members can ride the activity bus home 

on this day.  Parents are more than welcome but please know that the 

music performed at this concert will also be performed at the Spring 

Concert in May. 

 

Theatre  -  Ms. Sabelhaus 

This month in theatre class 

students will begin working on their 

scenes that they will be presenting on 

May 12, 2017 in our Second Semester 

Theatre Scenes Night. Students will 

continue to discuss and work to 

effectively communicate their stories, 

ideas, and emotions with an audience. 

Students will continue to improve their 

improvisation skills and will begin 

discussing aspects of voice and its 

relationship to theatre.  

 



Orchestra & Band  -  Ms. Pasquale 

Congratulations to our students who did such fine performances for 

the Montgomery County Honors Bands and Orchestras performance in early 

February.  The Maryland All-State Junior Band had 3 representatives from 

Takoma (there were many alumni in the both the junior and senior groups 

also).  They did a spectacular concert at Morgan State University in 

February. In early March 4 orchestra students (and several alumni) will 

represent Takoma at the All-State Orchestra Festival in Towson. 

March is a big month for music students at TPMS.  March is officially 

"Music in Our Schools" month all over the United States. Takoma 

instrumental music students have several important performances during 

March and early April.  Many students are participating in the Montgomery 

County Solo and Ensemble Festival the last weekend in February.  Individual 

6th, 7th, and 8th grade students and small ensembles play for professional 

adjudicators.  I am especially proud of students who participate in this 

festival.   They have formed ensembles that are not guided by which band or 

orchestra they are in or by grade level.  They benefit from the preparing the 

music and develop excellent social, leadership, and process skills as they 

prepare together.   These students all perform in the TPMS Solo and 

Ensemble Recital. 

TPMS Intermediate Orchestra, Advanced Orchestra (3/22) and 

Advanced Band (3/28) are preparing for Montgomery County District 

Festival assessment in March.  Each ensemble is preparing 2 pieces and a 

warm-up piece that they will play for 4 adjudicators.  Each group will receive 

written comments, live recorded comments, and a score from each 

judge.  The ensembles will also be professionally recorded.  This one of the 

most important performances of the year since students will play for and 

hear their orchestra peers from other schools and receive a score from 

objective judges. The judges will be listening for clear tone, perfect 

intonation, precise technical and rhythmic details as well as a performance 

that shows how fluidly they work as an ensemble in concert with their 

director.   The average of the judges’ scores will determine whether we will 

move on to the Maryland State Festival.  These scores will also be published 

to the all Montgomery County Schools.  We are working very hard to perfect 

the details of our music so careful rehearsal and home practice are 

essential.   All of the students who receive a Superior rating (1) at the 

District Festivals (solo, small ensemble, large ensemble) are eligible to play 

at the state festivals in May. 

 



SPOTLIGHT ON  

STUDENT SERVICE 

LEARNING (SSL) 

                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we move well into the final semester of the school year, here are a few 

reminders for your students: 

 It is a MCPS requirement that all students complete 75 SSL hours before 

they graduate 12th grade.   

 Our neighbors and participating MCPS approved organizations are always 

looking for students to assist in their efforts ranging from food distribution 

to garden/ground maintenance crews.  

 Make sure the SSL forms (560‐51) are complete and include  

o your Student’s ID number,  

o the description of the activity 
o the activity supervisor’s signature  
o all requested dates on the form 

 Summer is around the corner.  Please check to ensure that any planned SSL 

opportunities or activities are MCPS approved by checking the approval 

website www.mcpsssl.org .  If it isn’t you must submit an Individual SSL 

Request (form 560‐50) to the SSL Coordinator and allow 2 weeks for review.   

 

Thank you. 

 

Harriet Hamlin 

TPMS SSL Coordinator 

Harriett_E_Hamlin@mcpsmd.org 

301‐650‐6444 
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