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It’s Half-Time 

We’ve completed the first week of the second semester.  With the Su-

perbowl looming, one could say that we’ve had two awesome quarters.  

We’re leading!  In order for us to maintain our lead throughout the com-

ing quarters, we’ll need a good offense and a strong defense.  Let’s be 

mindful of penalities…we don’t want any! 

 

As we continue into this new semester, please help the Knoll and make 

sure that our children arrive on time.  Teachers escort their students 

from outdoors and into the building at 8:40 a.m., weather permitting.  

Our opening bell rings at 8:50 a.m. regardless of weather conditions.  

This marks the official beginning of our day.  Hence it’s important that 

all students are seated in their classrooms by at 8:50 a.m.   

 

For our students continued safety to school, we kindly ask all tardy stu-

dents be accompanied by a parent/guardian into the building.  We have a 

cadre of parent volunteers and office staff that register those stu-

dents who arrive after 8:50 a.m.  Students are marked tardy, given 

passes, and then sent to their classrooms.   

 

If you happen to have any questions about our student-arrival game plan, 

call us.  It’s critical that we impress upon our students the importance 

of coming to school on time.  Remember, regardless of the team that 

wins Sunday’s Superbowl, all of us belong to the best, Strawberry Knoll 

Elementary School!  Goooooooooooooooooooo Knights!!!  

 

Using the Report Card as a Tool 

Students brought home their report cards on Wednesday.  The report 

card contains snapshots of your child’s learning.  Please take time to re-

view your child’s report card with him/her.  Join us as we encourage our 

students to work hard this new quarter.  Indeed, when used in the cor-

rect manner, the report card can provide our children with the right at-

titude about learning at the Knoll! 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

2/07/12 7:00 p.m.  P.T.A. Meeting—Media Center 

2/13/12 9:00—10:00 a.m.  MOCK MSA—Grades 3 & 4 

2/14/12 2:00 p.m. Valentine’s Day Parties 

2/15/12 9:00—10:00 a.m.  MOCK MSA—Grade 5 

2/16/12 7:00—8:30 p.m.  Math “Knight” 

2/20/12 HOLIDAY—President’s Day 

2/21/12 7:00—8:30 p.m.  Feasibility Study —Media Center 

2/23/12 7:00—8:30 p.m.  P.T.A Science Fair—All-Purpose Room 

2/28/12 Class Pictures 

2/29/12 9:00 a.m.  4th Grade Wax Museum—All-Purpose Room 

“Million Minutes of Reading Challenge.”    

Last week marked the start of our “Million Minutes of Reading Challenge.” Mrs. Forman, Reading Spe-

cialist, held grade level assemblies to get students motivated to increase the amount of independent 

reading completed outside of school.  Research shows children become better readers by having the 

opportunity to read more and read often. For this challenge, students may read comic books, maga-

zines, recipes, picture books, chapter books, and more.  The possibilities are endless.  Students will 

keep track of the number of minutes read each day on a reading log sent home by their teachers.  

 

Our goal is simply to challenge each and every child to read often, and have fun doing it.  When you vis-

it the Knoll, be sure to take a look our reading progress.  Teachers and students will keep track of the 

amount of minutes read per week, which will be displayed outside of classrooms.  At the end of the 

each week, Mrs. Forman will track the entire school’s progress on our “Million Minutes of Reading” 

bookworm displayed outside of the main office.  Happy Reading! 

FAMILY MATH “KNIGHT” COMING SOON 

All SKES students and their families are invited to join us for Family Math 

“Knight” on Thursday, February 16, 2012 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., in the All 

Purpose Room and surrounding hallways. You may also visit the Computer Lab to 

explore math websites. There will be math activities that appeal to a broad 

range of interests and ages. You are invited to come and go as your schedule al-

lows. A variety of math centers will be available and teachers will be on hand to 

guide you through the activities and answer any questions. So mark your calen-

dars now and come join in the mathematics fun. It should be a great evening for everyone! If you have 

any questions, please contact Mrs.  Schoenfelder, Staff Development Teacher 



Activslates! 

Here at the Knoll some of our Knights are now using some of the latest high tech teaching tools thanks 

to our recent purchase of wireless Activslates!  The Activslates are basically digital clipboards with a 

wireless pen that allows interaction between the user and a projected image.  This portable tool allows 

students to interact with lessons right from their desks which promotes high levels of student en-

gagement.   By using the slates students become more than just observers of a presentation they be-

come active participants.  Mrs. Ado’s 2nd grade class has been using an Activslate since November and 

they are excited to see how other classrooms will be integrating this new technology into their class-

rooms.  A special thanks to the technology committee and the PTA for their support of our efforts to 

bring this new technology to Strawberry Knoll! 

  

Student Transfer Application Season Scheduled From February 1 through April 1, 2012  

Montgomery County parents who wish to request a change in school assignment for their children from 

their home school may begin the process during the current transfer season, which will be held from 

February 1 through April 1, 2012. 

 

Except for students in the Northeast Consortium (NEC), Downcounty Consortium (DCC), and Middle 

School Magnet Consortium (MSMC) areas, students in the Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) 

are assigned to a school on the basis of their place of residence or their Individualized Education Plan 

(IEP) and are expected to attend their home school.  Assignment changes of students from one school 

to another are permitted under the following limited circumstances: 

·     An older sibling in the requested school 

·     A continuation in a feeder pattern from middle to high school, except when affected by 

boundary   changes 

·     A documented hardship situation 

The transfer process begins in the home school, where parents may request an assignment change 

form and the Change of School Assignment Information Booklet that describes the process and pro-

vides useful information.  Assignment change forms, which are contained in the information booklets, 

will be available in schools beginning the first week of February and on the school system Web site at 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org shortly thereafter.  The booklet will be available in both English and 

Spanish.  Special programs that do not fall under the transfer guidelines are listed in the information 

booklet.  Should there be more requests for language immersion programs than space available, a ran-

dom, computer generated lottery will be conducted.  Every effort will be made to notify parents of 

the assignment decision by May 15, 2012. 

 

For information about assignments for students residing in the NEC, DCC, or MSMC areas, please con-

tact the Division of Consortia Choice and Application Program Services at 301-592-2040 or visit the 

website at http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/schoolchoice.  

 

For more information about the transfer process, parents are asked to contact the principal at their 

home school.  Non-English speaking students and parents who may require assistance may contact ASK 

MCPS to get the information they need by telephone at 301-309-MCPS (6277).  Telephone operators 

who speak English and Spanish are available 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Parents 

who speak languages other than English or Spanish who call the ASK MCPS telephone line and identify 

their language will have their questions answered through a telephone interpreter.  

  



Kindergarten  Orientation 
 

 

Kindergarten Orientation is in the planning stages.  Please help us estimate the number of 

students who will attend kindergarten at Strawberry Knoll during the 2012- 2013 school 

year. 

 

According to the Maryland State Law, a child must be five years old by September 1, 2012 

in order to enter kindergarten for the 2012- 2013 school year.  Kindergarten attendance 

is compulsory. Parents who do not plan for their children to attend kindergarten at the 

Knoll will need to contact Mr. Kaplan after May 1, 2012 and complete an enrollment waiver. 

If you have a child who will be entering kindergarten this fall, please complete the form 

below, and return it to the school office by March 19, 2012.  Also, if you have a neighbor 

or friend who has a child of kindergarten age for fall 2010, please pass this information 

sheet to them. 

 

Kindergarten Orientation is scheduled for Thursday, May 10, 2012 and Friday, May 

11, 2012.  Additional information will be provided in upcoming newsletters. 

Please return the bottom portion to the Strawberry Knoll Elementary School office by  

Friday, March 19, 2012. 

 

************************************************************************ 

Strawberry Knoll Elementary School Kindergarten Survey 

2012 - 2013 

The following child will be five years old by September 1, 2012. 

 

Child's Name:   ______________________________________    

 

Child's Date of Birth:  ___________________ 

 

Parent's/Guardian’s  Name:  ___________________________________________ 

Home Address:  ________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:  ____________________________ 

 

In order to expedite your receiving forms for Kindergarten Orientation, can 

the orientation packet be sent home with an older child in your family? 

Yes Name of student:  ______________________________ 

 No Please mail the packet to my home address. 

  

 

 



 





     


