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Keeping Track of Learning

The change in seasons coincides with our completion of the first marking peri-

od. How hard did your child work this past quarter? How much did he/she

|l earn? We bel i eve t hteathermcanferences wilepkoGide ugp a
with an opportunity to share snapshots
view of test data, work samples, observation notes, and goals your child has set

for the second marking period.

Your child will bring home his/her report card on Thursday, November 10 th,

The grades reported should not be a surprise. Similar to keeping track of a
teamds progress during a football game
spectator s, remain actively involved i
would happen if none of the stakeholders were aware of how the game was pro-
ceeding, totally unaware of penalties, field goals, and touchdowns? We require

our students to maintain data notebooks, playbooks of their learning. Continue

to remain apprised of your childds | ea

Needless to say, hard work remains essential. If your child received good

grades, encourage him/her to work equally as hard this new marking period.

I ndeed, when used in the correct manne
child with the right attitude about learning at Strawberry Knoll!

Reflecting on the Report Card
Several years ago, one of our Strawberry Knoll parents shared a copy of a let-
ter that another school included in its newsletter during report card time. As
you read the |l etter, do so from your <c
Dear Mom and Dad,

/! brought home a osnapshoto of myself.
Considering my many likes and dislikes, and my mood changes from day to day, | think it
was a pretty good likeness of me. When you saw my snapshot, | hope that you remem-
bered this /s a report of someone near and
if you saw a blemish. | hope you will accept me as | am.

Please do not picture me as being better than all the other children. Remember
that all children do not learn to talk or walk at the same time, nor do they learn math
and reading at the same rate. | ask you not to compare me with my brother, sister, or
the kid next door.

My teachers know me as | am at school .
me is somewhere in between. When these two pictures become blended with acceptance

and understanding, | hope my osnapshoto wi
Love,
Your Child

How will you respond to your childds r

rent
of

hil d

/ /o

epor




What do you know about ActivSlates? Parent - Teacher

http://www.rockintherage.org/about/

e .______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
My Favorite Teacher Nominee
We are pleased to announce our very own Mrs. Shafie, fifth grade science/social studies teacher is among a

group of finali st MyRwwnte Tedoer @Begrm.tFinalistssinclude not only teachers from

Mont gomery County, but also from Frederick and Prince
favorite teacher, goto  www.favoriteteacher.net<http://www.favoriteteacher.net >. Vote early and often!

Flu- Mist Clinic Special Point of Interest:

Our school will host an after -school seasonal flu-mist clinic on Novem- Si usted quiere tener las noticias
ber 10, 2011. Mrs. Leas, our school nurse, Ms. Beiter, health room aide, del Knoll en espanol por favor

llame Senora Stevens 3640

and a visiting school health room aide will administer the flu ~ -mist on- 7112

ly...no injections! The clinic will open at 12:45 p.m. after students are
dismissed and will run until 2:45 p.m..  Parents need to make appoint-
ments with our the health room staff. Students will bring home an in-
formational packet for your review. Please direct any questions to the
health room at 301-840-7195 Thank you! Claudia Leas, RN, MSN,

A team of Knoll teachers, administrators, and P.T.A. co - Conferences Scheduled
presidents met with Mr. Kelvin Purvis, MCPS Division of Tech- We will hold our annual parent -teacher con-
nology Innovation. The purpose of the meeting was to investi- ferences on Thursday, November 10 ™, and
gate ways to enhance technology use in our classrooms. Through Friday, November 11", Students will be dis-
a promotion offered by Promethean, we may just be able to missed at 12:35 p.m. on both of these days.
equip classrooms with ActivSlates. ActivSlates are wireless Teachers sent home confirmation notices last
tablets that work seamlessly with Promethean software such as week. If you did not receive a confirmation
Activinspire and will allow our teachers slip, please contact ypur
to turn projected images into our own EARLY DISMISSAL
version of interactive whiteboards. THURSDAY,
Join us at our next P.T.A. meeting. NOVEMBER 10 AND
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11
It is Cool to Be Kind!
Qur third, fourth, and fifth grade students had the gfleat
Be Kind6é concert, sponsored by Otsuka, and in conjuncigqion
Il nc. Mot i vati onal speaker Lance 0Claysmiled Smith remind:¢
negativity,é and embracing Opositive attitudes. ¢ Lange c:¢
ed everyone to get up and danceéwhat fun!
Song-writer and musician, Lindsay Rush, finished the assembly with her guitar playing and singing. Lindsay re-
minded students to believe in themselves and follow their dreams. Our students certainly were inspired and
waited patiently in line as each received a personal message and autograph from Lindsay.
As you may already know, Strawberry Knoll (along with Gaithersburg Elementary and Gaithersburg Middle) is
coll aborating with Rockind the Rage I nc. founder, Dr . Mi Kk
expected to be kind and ONISSE. 6 For more informatiof ab

Geor




Student Absences

Please remember: State regulations require us

to have a written note when your child is ab-

sent. Please call the school and leave a message
on the answering machine or email the teacher

or Mrs. Karolick

(Karen_J_Karolick@mcpsmd.org) to let us

know when your child is not at
school.

October 31
November 1
November 10, 11

November 11
November 16
November 17
November 22
November 23
November 24, 25
November 30
December 6
December 8
December 8, 9
December 15

December 20
December 23
Dec. 241/ Jan. 2

Tardiness _School starts at 8:50 a.m. and children are
marked late if they enter after that time. Children miss
critical instructions and organization for the day when they
come in late which can impact the rest of their day. Please
make every effort to send children to school ]
on time and plan to keep afternoon appoint- ol
ments to a minimum. Teachers plan instruc-

tional until the end of the day.

Upcoming Dates

Professional Day for Teachers & No School for Students
P.T.A. Meeting

12:35 p.m. Early Dismissal Day

Parent/Teacher Conferences

9:00 a.m. Town Hall Meeting - Gym

11:10 a.mii 1:50 p.m. 2nd Grade to Strathmore Hall
7:001 8:30 p.m. P.T.A Fall Festival

Head Start to Shady Grove Adventist Hospital
12:35 p.m. Early Release Day

HOLIDAY & Thanksgiving

10:00 a.m. Makeup Picture Day

P.T.A. Meeting

7:001 8:00 p.m. Winter Chorus Assembly

Hearing and Vision Screening

1:45A 2:45 p.m. Instrumental Music Assembly
7:301 8:30 p.m. Instrumental Music

Evening Performance for Parents

2:00A 2:45 p.m. Chorus Assemblyii Grs. 3,4 and 5
2:00 p.m. Holiday Sing -a-long

Winter Break




_Parents i« Know L

Focus on Math

Test Yourself

See how many of these common math terms you
know.

Acute Angle: Less than a right angle

Addend: A number that is added to another

Analog Clock: A clock with hands

Billion: One thousand million

Cardinal Number: Used to tell how many things are
in a group (ex. 4 children, 3 cats)

Chord: A line segment on a circle

Circumference: Distance around a circle
Commutative Property: When the order of numbers
for an addition or multiplication problem is changed,
the answer is the same

Congruent Figures: Figures that are the same size
and shape

Decimeter: Ten centimeters

Denominator: The bottom number of a fraction, tells
how many pieces are in the whole

Equilateral Triangle: Equal on all sides

Expanded Form: Showing the value for each digit,
ex. 487 =400 + 80 + 7

Inverse Operation: Opposite operations (addition and
subtraction, multiplication and division)

Line of Symmetry: A line that divides exactly in half
Mean: The average of a group of numbers

Ordinal Numbers: Words that describe the order of
things (first, second. . .)

Perimeter: The distance around an object
Pictograph: A graph using pictures to represent what
is being measured

Quantification: Determining how many

Based on: "Multimedia Math Glossary", Harcourt School Publishers,
http://www.harcourtschool.com/glossary/math2/indexk.htmi

Copyright © 2009, Parents in the Know, www.parents-in-the-know.com

Math Fact Games

Math facts can be boring to practice. But, the only way that
children memorize them is through practice. Next time your
child needs to practice her facts, try one of these simple games.

Riddles: Write riddles on index cards for your child to solve.
For example, I am a number that is a perfect square, divisible
by two and four. The sum of my two digits is seven. Who am 1?
Answer: 16

Memory: Write math facts on 10-20 index cards. Then, write
the answers on separate index cards. Turn the cards over, mix
them up, and try to find problems and solutions that match.

Based on: Geraldine Campbell, "Count 'Em up: 5 Skill-Building Math Activities”, Scholastic
Parents, http://www2.scholastic.conybrowse/article.jsp?id=3749771

Questioning Math

Many times asking your child questions about what they are
working on is helpful for children who are struggling. It helps
students think through answers without providing them. Next
time your child is struggling, ask some of the following:

What do the instructions say?
Where should you begin?

What do you already know that can help you solve the
problem?

Where is it that you are stuck?

Tell me what you have done so far and why.

What Research Says

Your child's curriculum is based on best practices and national
math standards. The goal of a math program is for students to:

1. value math

2. be confident problem solvers

3. learn to solve math problems

4. be able to communicate mathematics
5. reason mathematically

Ask your child's teacher for ways that you can help!

Based on: David L. Haury and Linda A. Milbourne, "Helping Your Child Learn Math", ERIC
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICDocs/data/ericdocs2sql/content_storage_01/0000019b/80/15/d5/c
f.pdf




TI Focus on Math I——

Helping at Home Math Picture Books

There are many research based things that you can do
to help your child in school.

There have been major changes in children's literature in the
last decade. Check some of these out with your child the next
’ " e time you are at the library.

1. Have a daily routine and enforce it. y y

2. Limit TV, computer, and game time. RN N

A Million Fish. . .More or Less, by Patricia C. McKissack
A Three Hat Day, by Laura Geringer
Two of Everything, by Lily Toy Hong

3. Be a good role model.

4. Set high, realistic expectations. And, help your
child meet them. o
Counting

5. Encourage your child. Help with homework, ask

about school, and get involved. 1 Hunter, by Pat Hutchins

Grandpa Gazillions Number Yard, by Laurie Keller
How Many Feet? How Many Tails?: A book of Math
Riddles, by Marilyn Burns

6. Talk with your child.

7. Take advantage of community resources. P ——

lued-on: “Actions Parents Can Take to Help Their Children Succeed in
ﬁ:tz?/’;éw':vo.::m?:rgf;dR;?:en:yE::f:;/‘z'eran;z;;?néomm/pa1|k5.mm Jim and the Beanstalk, by Raymond Briggs
Pigs in the Pantry: Fun with Math and Cooking, by Amy
Axelrod
What's Smaller Than a Pygmy Shrew?, by Robert E. Wells

Money

The Coin Counting Book, by Rozanne Lanczak Williams

How the Second Grade Got $8.205.50 to Visit the Statue of _
Liberty, by Nathan Zimelman

If You Made a Million, by David Schwartz

"Education is more than filling a child with facts. Im

: . : o
It starts with posing questions." D. T. Max Based on: "Picture Books for Math®, ChildrensPictureBooks.info,
http://childrenspicturebooks. info/articles/picture_books_for_math.htm

Picture Books for Upper Grades  mosrovetravateon

Multiplication Fractions

The Best of Times, by Greg Tang Fraction Fun, by David A. Adler

Bats on Parade, by Kathi Appelt Give Me Half, by Stuart J. Murphy
Amanda Bean's Amazing Dream: A Mathematical Jump Kangaroo, Jump, by Stuart J. Murphy

Story, by Cindy Neuschwander
Problem Solving

Division
The Grapes of Math, by Greg Tang
The Great Divide, A Mathematical Marathon, by Math Appeal: Mind Stretching Math Riddles, by Greg Tang
Dayle Anne Dodds Math for All Seasons, by Greg Tang
One Hundred Hungrv Ants, by Ell{lOl‘ 1. Pincaes Based on: "Picture Books for Math", ChildrensPictureBooks.info,
One Hungry Cat, by Joanne Rocklin http://childrenspicturebooks. info/articles/picture_books_for_math.htm

Copyright © 2009, Parents in the Know, www.parents-in-the-know.com
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_ Padres .. Saber

Matematicas

Trucos de Multiplicacion

Las reglas de multiplicacion son dificiles de recordar.
Hay aqui unos trucos para ayudar a su hijo para
practicarlos.

Multiplicando por 6: cuando multipliqué un nimero
que es un nimero de par, la respuesta siempre
terminara con el mismo niimero (6 x 2 =12, 6 x4 =24,
6x 6=236)

Multiplicando por 9: Multiplique con diez y después
quite uno (10 x 8 = 80, 80 - § =72)

Multiplicando por 12: Multiplique con diez, después
multiplique el nimero por dos, y final suma los
nameros (10 x 5=150,2x 5= 10, 50 + 10 = 60)

Recuerde que hay problemas que son enpares y su hijo
solo tiene que memorizar la mitad del problema.

Based on: "Multiplication Tips and Tricks", Math Is Fun,
http://www.mathsisfun.comymultiplication-tips-tricks.html

Juegos

Los juegos son divertidos para aprender
problemas de matematicas.

Hungry, Hungry Hippos: Sumar y Restar
Trouble: Contar

Monopoly: Dinero

Battleship: Geometria

Chinese Checkers: Disefio

Based on: "Board Game Ideas for Math", LoveToKnow,
http://boardgames.lovetoknow.com/Board_Game_Ideas_for_Math

iProblemas de Matematicas
Sondivertidas!

P. ;Cual pesa mas, una libra de oro o una libra de
plumas?
R. Los dos tienen el mismo peso

P. ;Qué tiene un pie y esta vivo?
R. Un pie humano

Los nifios les encantan los chistes y adivinanzas. Para méas
chistes y adivinanzas matematicas puede ir a estas dos

paginas de Internet.

Math Riddles in Silly Rhyme 1, por Carrie Kirchner (K-2)

Riddle-Iculous, por Joan Holub (3-5)

Matematicas no es Miedoso

Los nifios no son los unicos que tienen miedo de resolver
los problemas matematicos. Para reducir la angustiad,
pruebe estas cosas.

1. Hay muchas formas de resolver un problema
matematico.

2. Una repuesta incorrecta les ayuda a aprender.

3. iTome riesgos!

4. Practique matematicas a diario para tener confianza y
poder hacerlos rapidos.

5. Calculadoras ayudan pero no deje que su hijo las use
mucho.

Based on: "Helping Your Child Learn Mathematics", by the U.S. Department
of Education, http://www.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/math/math.pdf

Investigacion

Ayuda en la casa es tan esencial para que los
estudiantes sean exitosos en la escuela. Una
experimento hecho por Havard Family Research
Project encontraron que su hijo mejora sus estudios en
menos de 12 semanas cuando los padres los ayudan a
leer y practicar sus matematicas.

Based on: "Building Parent-Teacher Relationships," Reading Rockets,
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/ 19308

Copyright 2011, Parents in the Know, www.parents-in-the-know.com







