
18820 Strawberry Knoll Road 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20879  

E. Frank Kaplan, Principal  
Rosemary Ford,  Assistant Principal 

Web Site Addressðhttp://www.mcps.k12.md.us/schools/
strawberryknolles/  
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Keeping Score  
We are beyond the mid -point of the first marking period. As you heard at òBack-to -

School Nightó we are committed to making sure your child is challenged. So, how are we 

keeping score of student learning thus far? Our kindergarten, first and second grade 

teachers used their palm pilots to assess studentsõ reading skills. Teachers tested stu-

dentsõ reading fluency, word recognition, decoding and comprehension skills and have 

subsequently used the data to provide targeted instruction to our young readers. Though 

a specific reading level isnõt required for our kindergarten readers until the second 

marking period, goals are in place for our first and second grade readers. First grade 

students are expected to read between levels 5 to 7 and second grade students, level J 

by the end of this quarter.  

 

While our primary grade teachers are keeping score of their studentsõ reading progress 

through their palm pilots, our upper grade teachers finished taking their students to the 

computer lab for the Measure of Academic Progress -Reading (MAP-R.) The MAP-R is a 

test given countywide to all third, fourth, and fifth grade students. A computer -

generated program, the MAP -R is a reliable indicator of how our upper grade readers will 

perform on the Maryland School Assessment (MSA) that our students will take next 

spring. Just as reading targets have been established by the school system for our 

younger readers, targets have also been set for our older students this quarter. Third 

grade students need to read at a level M. Fourth grade students need to read between 

levels Q and R and fifth grade students levels T and U by the end of the first semester.  

Help us keep score of your childõs reading. Included for your review is a chart that 

shows grade specific reading levels for each of the four quarters. Ask your child how 

he/she is keeping track of his/her reading progress. Promote good reading habits. Doing 

so will yield positive results and foster a genuine joy of reading!  

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Grade Level  First Quarter  
Aug/Sept/Oct  

Second Quarter  
Nov/Dec/Jan  

Third Quarter  
Feb/Mar  

Fourth Quarter  
Apr/May/Jun  

Kindergarten  (Not Applicable)  Level 1 (A)  Level 2-3 (B-C)  Level 4 (C)  

First Grade  Level 5ð7  
(D-E)  

Level 8ð11  
(E-G)  

Level 12ð15  
(H-I)  

Level 16-17  
(I)  

Second Grade  Level J  Level K  Level L  Level M  

Third Grade  Level M  Level N  Level O  Level P  

Fourth Grade  Level Q-R  Level Q-R  Level S-T  Level S-T  

Fifth grade  Level T-U  Level T-U  Level V-W  Level V-W  

September 30, 2011 



Special Point of Interest: 

Si usted quiere tener las noticias 

del Knoll en espanol por favor 

llame  Senora Stevens 301-840-

7112. 

  

 

 

Kids Helping Kids  
This year Strawberry Knoll will par-

ticipate in the òKids Helping Kidsó 

food drive with Manna Food Bank.  

Last year we collected 638 pounds 

of food.  This year we would like to 

collect 850 pounds of food.  The 

food drive will begin October 17, 

2011 and run until November 4, 

2011.  More information will be com-

ing.  Student Government Associa-

tion (SGA) appreciates your help so 

we can help our 

community.  

 

Book Fair Returns  
Our P.T.A. sponsored book fair begins 

Friday, October 7, 2011 and runs 

through Friday, October 14, 2011.  

This annual event is always popular 

among our students.  This monthõs 

book fair will be held in the Media 

Center.   

For further information, please con-

tact Mrs. Baker at 301 -960 -4307.  

 Celebrate International 

Walk to School USA - Day 

Get ready to walk with your child 

to school next Wednesday,  

October 5, 2011, as we celebrate 

International Walk to School 
USA-Day.  Please make sure to 

model pedestrian safety when you 

walk with your child to school 

each day, and especially next 

Wednesday.  Continue to use the 

crosswalks and follow our cross-

ing-guardsõ directions.  Some of 

our SKES staff will show our sup-

port for next Wednesdayõs cele-

bration and walk with students 

and families from Cross Country 

Place (near Traxel Lane.) at 8:20 

Come to Open House  
What are your plans for Monday, October 10, 2011? Consider visiting us for our annual Open House  from 

9:30a.m. until 2:30 p.m.  We are always happy to see you at this event, as are your children.  Open House will be 

a regular instructional day for us.  You are certainly the best judge of your future noble knights who are still at 

home.  If you decide to bring a youngster not currently enrolled in school, use your discretion when you visit us.  

Again we want to make sure our students are able to focus and concentrate (us adults as well.)   

October 4, 2011 PTA Meeting  
 

QUESTIONS WANTED???  

Do you have questions regarding discipline?  Homework hassles? Social skills? Bullying?  

 

Our very own school psychologist, Mr. Matt Kamins, will be answering your  questions at our October 4, 2011 PTA 

meeting.  We ask that you submit your questions prior to Sunday, October 2nd either via email to 

srega1@comcast.net or you may send them to school with your child addressed òPTA meeting question.ó 

Flu- Mist Clinic  

Our school will host an after -school seasonal flu -mist clinic on November 10, 2011.   

Mrs. Leas, our school nurse, Ms. Beiter, health room aide, and a visiting school health 

room aide will administer the flu -mist only...no injections! The clinic will open at 12:45 

p.m. after students are dismissed and will run until 2:45 p.m..   Parents need to make 

appointments with our the health room staff.   Students will bring home an information-

al packet for your review.   Please direct any questions to the health room at  301-840 -

7195 Thank you!  Claudia Leas, RN, MSN, School Community Health Nurse  

 



Upcoming Dates  

October 5    Walk Your Child to School Day  

October 7 ð 14  P.T.A.  Book Fair ð Media Center  

October 10   9:00 a.m. ð 2:30 p.m. Open House 

    9:30 a.m.ñ1:30 p.m.  Mrs. Riley and Mrs. Dohertyõs  

   4th Grade Classes to the Smith Center  

October 11    Mrs. Owenõs 4th Grade Class to the Smith Center 

October 12   11:10 a.m.ñ1:50 p.m. 5th Grade to Strathmore Hall  

October 13   7:00 p.m. Literacy Night  

October 20   Individual Pictures  

    7:00 p.m.  International Night ð All -Purpose Room 

October 21   State Conference for Teachers ð  

No School for Staff and Students  

October 28   First Marking Period Ends  

    9:30 a.m.ñ1:30 p.m.  Kindergarten and  

    Primary Autism Class to Sharp Farm  

    2:00 p.m. Halloween Parade/Parties  

October 31  Professional Day for Teachers ð No School for Students  

November 10, 11  12:35 p.m. Early Dismissal Day  

Parent/Teacher Conferences  

November 11    9:00 a.m.  Town Hall Meeting - Gym 

November 23   12:35 p.m. Early Release Day 

November 24, 25  HOLIDAY ð Thanksgiving 

November 30   10:00 a.m.  Makeup Picture Day  





 



 



 



 

 

 
  

 

  
  


