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18820 Strawberry Knoll Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20879
E. Frank Kaplan, Principal
Rosemary Ford, Assistant Principal
Web Site Address http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/schools/
strawberryknolles/

Keeping Score

We are beyondthemid -poi nt of the first marking-tp-eri
School Nighto we are committed to making s
keeping score of student learning thus far? Our kindergarten, first and second grade
teachers used their palm pilots to assess
dentsdé reading fluency, word recognition,
subsequently used the data to provide targeted instruction to our young readers. Though

a specific reading level isné6t required fo
marking period, goals are in place for our first and second grade readers. First grade

students are expected to read between levels 5 to 7 and second grade students, level J

by the end of this quarter.

Whil e our primary grade teachers are keepi
through their palm pilots, our upper grade teachers finished taking their students to the
computer lab for the Measure of Academic Progress -Reading (MAP-R.) The MAP-R is a
test given countywide to all third, fourth, and fifth grade students. A computer -
generated program, the MAP -R is a reliable indicator of how our upper grade readers will
perform on the Maryland School Assessment (MSA) that our students will take next

spring. Just as reading targets have been established by the school system for our

younger readers, targets have also been set for our older students this quarter. Third

grade students need to read at a level M. Fourth grade students need to read between

levels Q and R and fifth grade students levels T and U by the end of the first semester.

Hel p us keep score of your childds reading}

shows grade specific reading levels for each of the four quarters. Ask your child how
he/she is keeping track of his/her reading progress. Promote good reading habits. Doing
so will yield positive results and foster a genuine joy of reading!

Grade Level First Quarter Second Quarter Third Quarter Fourth Quarter
Aug/Sept/Oct Nov/Dec/Jan Feb/Mar Apr/May/Jun

Kindergarten (Not Applicable) Level 1 (A) Level 23 (B-C) Level 4 (C)

First Grade Level 3 7 Level & 11 Level 18 15 Level 1617
(D-E) (E-G) (H-1) 0]

Second Grade Level J Level K Level L Level M

Third Grade Level M Level N Level O Level P

Fourth Grade Level QR Level QR Level ST Level ST

Fifth grade Level T-U Level T-U Level V-W Level V-W
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Come to Open House

Book Fair Returns
Our P.T.A. sponsored book fair begins

Friday, October 7, 2011 and runs
through Friday, October 14, 2011.
This annual event is always popular

Celebrate International
Walk to School USA

- Day

Get ready to walk with your child

to school next Wednesday,

October 5, 2011, as we celebrate
International Walk to School
USA-Day. Please make sure to
model pedestrian safety when you
walk with your child to school

each day, and especially next
Wednesday. Continue to use the
crosswalks and follow our cross-
ingoguar dsd directdi
our SKES staff will show our sup-
port for next
bration and walk with students
and families from Cross Country
Place (near Traxel Lane.) at 8:20

among student s
book fair will be held in the Media
Center.

our

For further information, please con-
tact Mrs. Baker at 301 -960-4307.

October 4, 2011 PTA Meeting

QUESTIONS WANTED???

Our very own school psychologist, Mr. Matt Kamins, will be answering

sregal@comcast.net or you may send t

Flu- Mist Clinic

Our school will host an after -school seasonal flu -mist clinic on November 10, 2011.
Mrs. Leas, our school nurse, Ms. Beiter, health room aide, and a visiting school health
room aide will administer the flu -mist only...no injections! The clinic will open at 12:45
p.m. after students are dismissed and will run until 2:45 p.m.. Parents need to make
appointments with our the health room staff.
al packet for your review.  Please direct any questions to the health room at
7195 Thank you! Claudia Leas, RN, MSN, School Community Health Nurse

What are your plans for Monday, October 10, 2011? Consider visiting us for our annual
9:30a.m. until 2:30 p.m. We are always happy to see you at this event, as are your children.
a regular instructional day for us. You are certainly the best judge of your future noble knights who are still at
home. If you decide to bring a youngster not currently enrolled in school, use your discretion when you visit us.
Again we want to make sure our students are able to focus and concentrate (us adults as well.)

Do you have questions regarding discipline? Homework hassles? Social skills? Bullying?

your questions at our October 4, 2011 PTA
meeting. We ask that you submit your questions prior to Sunday, October 2nd either via email to

Students will bring home an information-
301-840-

Open House from
Open House will be

Kids Helping Kids

This year Strawberry Knoll will par-
ticipate in the
food drive with Manna Food Bank.
Last year we collected 638 pounds
of food. This year we would like to
coIIe-crt %do ﬁourms‘?o? fbola. OThe
food drive will begin October 17,
2011 and run until November 4,
2011. More information will be com-
ing. Student Government Associa-
tion (SGA) appreciates your help so
we can help our
community.

hem to school wi t

oI

Special Point of Interest:

Si usted quiere tener las noticiag
del Knoll en espanol por favor
llame Senora Stevens 3640
7112,




October 5
October 7 014
October 10

October 11
October 12
October 13
October 20

October 21

October 28

October 31
November 10, 11

November 11
November 23
November 24, 25
November 30

Upcoming Dates

Walk Your Child to School Day

P.T.A. Book Fair 8 Media Center

9:00 a.m. 8 2:30 p.m. Open House

9:30amil: 30 p. m. Mr s . Ril ey

4th Grade Classes to the Smith Center

Mrs. Owends 4th Grade Cl ass
11:10 a.mii 1:50 p.m. 5th Grade to Strathmore Hall

7:00 p.m. Literacy Night

Individual Pictures

7:00 p.m. International Night 0 All-Purpose Room
State Conference for Teachers 0

No School for Staff and Students

First Marking Period Ends

9:30 a.m.i 1:30 p.m. Kindergarten and

Primary Autism Class to Sharp Farm

2:00 p.m. Halloween Parade/Parties

Professional Day for Teachers & No School for Students
12:35 p.m. Early Dismissal Day

Parent/Teacher Conferences

9:00 a.m. Town Hall Meeting - Gym

12:35 p.m. Early Release Day

HOLIDAY o Thanksgiving

10:00 a.m. Makeup Picture Day

and



@ iwalk
International wvf""’sA

Walk to School“

International Walk to School is an annual event that promotes
walking for several reasons:

« Physical activity

- Teaching safe walking skills to children

- Awareness of how walkable a community is and where improvements can be made
- Concern for the environment

- Reducing traffic congestion, pollution and speed near schools

- Taking back neighborhoods for people on foot

- Sharing time with community leaders, parents and children

www.walktoschool.org

Prepared by the National Center for Safe Routes to School, which serves as the National Coordinator for International Walk to
School events in the USA.
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arly Reading

Language Experience

One way that you can practice writing with young
children is through an approach called the Language
Experience. This is a form of dictation.

1. Talk with your child about something he would
like to write about. Choosing to write about a recent
experience, like a trip to the zoo often helps ideas
flow easily.

2. Ask your child to tell you about the event.

3. Write down your child's words as they are said.
Don't change or correct things!

4. After each sentence is dictated, read back what you
have written pointing to the text.

5. Encourage your child to read back to you what has
been written after each sentence, then at the end.

6. Allow your child to illustrate his story!

Images provided by clipart.com
There are many benefits to the Language Experience
Approach:

1. Helps your child see the connection between
spoken and written language.

2. Provides a model of writing for your child.

3. Allows your child an opportunity to "write" beyond
his current ability.

4. Offers a model of conventional letters and words.
5. Increases your child's self esteem and feeling of
accomplishment.

6. Provides your child with a text that he can read
independently after practice.

Based on: "Activities for Supporting Early Writing Development, Level 11,
Project ELIPSS, Center for Best Practices in Early Childhood, Western Illinois

University, http://www.wiu.edu/itlc/ws/ws1/docs/Writing_Activities_Level_2.pdf

Invented Spelling

Cn U Rd Ths? Many parents wonder, "Will my child ever
learn to spell? Is it o.k. for her to spell things the way they
sound even if it's wrong?" The answer is YES! Learning to
spell is a process. Children do not just memorize words from
a list, they learn to sound words out, learn about spelling
patterns, word families, and find relationships between words.
They learn to spell "traditionally" over time and with much
practice. Invented spelling allows children to apply what they
know about letters, sounds, and spelling to writing. So, don't
worry. Your child will learn to spell!

Based on: Elaine Lutz, "Invented Spelling and Spelling Development”, ERIC

Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication Skills,
http://www.ericdigests.org/pre-924/spelling.htm

Meet Audrey Wood

Audrey Wood has written an extensive collection of children's
books. Her husband Don Wood has illustrated several of her
books. Many of Audrey's books are meant for young children
and are wonderful to read aloud. A few of her more well know
books include:

The Napping House

King Bidgood's in the Bathtub

Piggies

Silly Sally

You can find these and many other books by Audrey Wood at
your local library. Learn more about Audrey Wood and her
husband Don Wood, find online activities for children, and get
a complete list of their books at www.audreywood.com.

What Research Says

Research shows that children need a balanced literacy approach.
What is balanced literacy? Balanced literacy is an approach that
combines the teaching of reading, writing, listening, and
speaking. The environment is literature rich, and the students are
actively engaged in reading and writing. Phonics is still taught;
however, not in isolation, but in relation to reading and writing.
Based on: ). A. Schickedanz, “Balanced Literacy Background Knowledge”, National

Association for the Education of Young Children,
http://www .earlyliterature.ecsd.net/balanced%20literacy .htm

Copyright © 2009, Parents in the Know, www.parents-in-the-know.com




—I Focus on Early Reading I-—

Helping Your Child
Become a Reader

You can help your child become a reader. The first
and most important thing is to read to your child
every day. As little as twenty minutes a day can make
a dramatic difference in your child's achievement.
Other things you can do include:

Reading Aloud
to Your Child

There are many things that you can do when reading aloud
to your child to extend the experience.

Before Reading

Discuss the cover

Flip through the story looking at the pictures and guess what
the story is about

Who are the characters?

Talking: Ask open ended questions instead of
questions that can be answered "Yes" or "No".
Imagining: Tell made up stories to your child and
ask for her help. This will help develop her oral
language, sense of story, and interest in reading.
Listening: Listen to what you child has to say and
offer feedback that lets your child know that you
value her thoughts, ideas, and opinions.

Limiting: Limit the amount of time that your child
spends watching TV, playing on the computer, or
playing video games

Singing: Singing with your child helps develop
vocabulary and a love of language.

While Reading

Point to words as you read

Stop while reading and ask your child what he thinks will
happen next

After Reading

Review the beginning, middle and end aloud
Share your favorite part

Ask your child to retell you the story

Based on: “Book Learnin': Discover How to Read to Your Kids", PBS Kids, Between the

Based on: Bonnie Armbruster, Fran Lehr, & Jean Osborn, "A Child Becomes Lions, http://pbskids.org/lions/parentsteachers/activities/literacy _tips-reading.html

a Reader”, National Institute for Literacy,
http://www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/publications/readingk- 3. pdf

Books to Read Aloud

No Jumping on the Bed, by Tedd Arnold

The Very Clumsy Cricket Beetle, by Eric Carle
Today I Feel Silly, by Jamie Lee Curtis

The Napping House, by Audrey Wood

"Reading aloud with children is known to be the single
most important activity for building the knowledge and
skills they will eventually require for learning to read."”
Marilyn Jager Adams

Activities to Try at Home

Here are some fun, easy, and inexpensive things that you can use with your child to help making writing exciting!

To Write On: To Write With: Other Fun Items:

Note pad Markers Magnetic letters
Stationary Pens Magazines
Envelopes Colored pencils Stamps

Chalkboard Rubber stamps Stencils

Dry erase board Gel pens Ink pad

Post It notes Children's dictionary
Junk mail Index cards

Etch-a-sketch

Catalogs

Copyright © 2009, Parents in the Know, www.parents-in-the-know.com




La Experienca de Leer y
Escribir

Una forma de practicar escritura es con la
experiencia dictada de lenguajes.

1. Hable con su hijo/a sobre las cosas que le
interesa escribir. Por ejemplo un evento reciente
como ir al zooldgico.

2. Haga que su hijo le cuente sobre ese evento.
3. Escribe todas las palabras que su hijo diga.
iNo cambie o corrija nada!

4. Después de escribir, lea lo que escribid su
hijo.

5. Anime su hijo/a que lea también.

6. jPermita que su hijo ilustre su cuento!

Images provided by clipart.com

Las ventajas de la experiencia del lenguaje:

1. Ayuda a su hijo ser conexiones sobre
escritura y lenguaje.

2. La escritura se convertira entre un ejemplo.
3. Ayude que su hijo avance de nivel en su
forma de escribir.

4. Aumente el estima propia.

5. Es una forma para que los nifios practiquen
como leer.

Based on: "Activities for Supporting Early Writing Development, Level II",
Project ELIPSS, Center for Best Practices in Early Childhood, Western Illinois

University, http://www.wiu.edu/itlc/ws/ws1/docs/Writing_Activities_Level_2.pdf

http://www.wiu.edu/itlc/ws/ws1/docs/Writing_Activities_Level_2.pdf

Ortografia

(Puede leer esto? Muchos padres piensan, ;/Mi hijo
puede escribir bien? ¢ Esta bien que mi hijo escriba las
palabras como se pronuncian? La respuesta esjsi!
Ortografia es un proceso que toma tiempo de aprender.
iOrtografia se trata de practicar a diario! Con aprender
como pronunciar cada letra, las reglas, y con tiempo,
isu hijo escribira!

Based on: Elaine Lutz, "Invented Spelling and Spelling Development", ERIC

Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication Skills,
http://www.ericdigests.org/pre-924/spelling.htm

Conozcan a Audrey Wood

Audrey Wood ha escrito varias colecciones de libros
infantiles, como su esposo, Don Wood ilustrador. Varios
de sus libros son recomendados para leer en voz alta con
la familia. Como:

The Napping House

King Bidgood's in the Bathtub
Piggies

Silly Sally

Puede buscar estos libros en la biblioteca. Para mas
informacidn sobre Audrey Wood, su trabajo, y una lista
mas completa de sus libros visite la pagina
www.audreywood.com.

Investigacion

Los expertos dicen que la habilidad de la literatura de los
nifios avanza con un buen balance. ;Qué se considera un
buen balance? Un balance es una combinacién de
escritura, literatura, el poder de oir, y hablar. Los
expertos dicen que la literatura debe ser un enfoque de
escribir y leer.

Based on: J. A. Schickedanz, "Balanced Literacy Background Knowledge", National

Association for the Education of Young Children,
http://www.earlyliterature.ecsd.net/balanced%20literacy.htm

Copyright 2011, Parents in the Know, www.parents-in-the-know.com







