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Help Us Become GREAT! 

Can you believe we completed our fifth week of school?  Needless to say, our noble knights are 

well on their  way to what will be a successful school year.  Please join us as we strive to make 

this year GREAT for our students.  Talk with your child about his/her reading and mathematics 

goals for this first marking period.  Listen to your child as he/she reads to you and explains math 

concepts learned.  We as a school also have goals for this new school year. These goals are key 

components of our School Improvement Plan (SIP.)  The SIP will be posted on our webpage 

shortly and revised throughout the year. 

Our school leadership team, including Strawberry Knoll parents, spent time this summer and 

talked about rigor.  Yes, you parents lay the foundation for our noble knights and it is our col-

lective responsibility to ensure students are well-prepared to compete within a global society.  

This year, the Knoll offers two mathematics blocks for instruction- first and second grade along 

with third through fifth grades.  By providing these two blocks, students who are truly ready for 

the next gradeôs mathematics may do so without having to forgo another subject area.  Rigor 

will also remain key for students in reading as teachers compliment their instruction through 

such programs as Junior Great Books, William and Mary, and Jacobs Ladder. 

Engagement is another focus for us this year, and one we ask for your help.  Expect to see stu-

dents working in small groups and pairs when you visit us at our annual ñOpen Houseò on 

Monday, October 12, 2009.  Expect to hear students use math vocabulary as they defend their 

answers.  Listen to students as they speak about authorôs intent and character motivation.  Par-

ticipation is paramount to ensuring meaningful engagement.  Your active involvement in the 

P.T.A. is critical. Come to next Tuesday eveningôs P.T.A. meeting.   Become engaged and join 

us for our bi-weekly leadership team meetings.  Our next leadership team meeting will be held 

on Thursday, October 22, 2009 from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.  Remain engaged by conversing 

with your child, daily. 

The final component in our plan to become GREAT is the trademark our school has maintained 

over the years, and the instructional trademark we endeavor to create for years to come.  ñThere 

is no place like the Knoll,ò as guests and first-time families comment.  We are proud of the nur-

turing atmosphere seen and felt in our school.  Through class meetings, and lessons from the 

ñStop and Thinkò behavior program, along with ñCharacter Counts!ò we teach our students the 

importance of interacting with one another and staff in a respectful manner.  With this in place, 

we look this year to further enhance our instructional program.  Again, speak with your child 

about concepts learned in science and social studies.  Review the work we assign your child.  

Let us know how we are coming along this year with providing a rigorous program to your son/

daughter. 

We expect our children to be ready for college and the work place.  Continue to support us as 

we help our students reach and surpass goals, challenge our students with rigor,  engage all stu-

dents and help them become better thinkers, and assist us as we further enhance our trade-

mark.   Indeed, we have GREAT expectations for this new school year. 
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Students Receive Flu-Mist  

Students will receive their first dosage of flu-mist next Wednesday, October 7, 2009.  Only those students who have parental-consent 

on file with our health technician will be allowed to receive the flu-mist.  If you would like to know more about the flu mist, feel free to 

contact Mrs. Beiter, our health technician at (301)-840-7195. 

Join Us at Math ñKnightò 

We look forward to seeing our Strawberry Knoll families at this monthôs ñMath Knights.ò  Learn how you can assist your child with 

skill development and concept mastery.  Representatives from our kindergarten through second grade teams will present and work with 

families on Tuesday, October 13, 2009.  Folks from our third through fifth grade teams will host their ñMath Knightò on Wednesday, 

October 14, 2009.  Both ñMath Nightsò are scheduled from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the cafeteria.  Join us! 

We Have a Favor to Ask 

We have seen a steady increase in the number of dogs accompanying families to and from school.  We kindly ask you leave your dogs 

at home.  We donôt want to find ourselves in a situation where a seemingly friendly dog is frightened by the excitement of so many 

children and responds by biting one of our students, staff members, or another member of the SKES family.  Thanks for honoring our 

request and helping us adhere to school system policy. 

Come to Open House 

What are your plans for Monday, October 12, 2009?  Consider visiting us for our annual Open House  from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  

We are always happy to see you at this event, as are your children.  Open House will be a regular instructional day for us.  You are 

certainly the best judge of your future noble knights who are still at home.  If you decide to bring a youngster not in school, use your 

discretion when you visit us.  Again we want to make sure our students are able to focus and concentrate (us adults as well.)   

Celebrate International Walk to School USA-Day 

Get ready to walk with your child to school next Wednesday, October 7, 2009, as we celebrate International Walk to School USA-Day.  

Please make sure to model pedestrian safety when you walk with your child to school each day, and especially next Wednesday.  Some 

of us SKES staff will show our support for next Wednesdayôs celebration and walk with students and families from Cross Country 

Place (near Traxel Lane.) at 8:20 a.m. to the Knoll. 

Book Fair Returns 

Our P.T.A. sponsored book fair begins next Friday, October 9, 2009 and runs through Thursday, October 15, 2009.  This annual event 

is always popular among our students.  This monthôs book fair will be held in the Dual Purpose Room.  For further information, please 

contact Mrs. Baker at 301-960-4307. 

 

Sally Foster Update 

Itôs been a busy two months for our P.T.A.  Remember, 

next Friday, October 9, 2009 is when all Sally Foster 

orders are due.  If you happen to have any questions 

about Sally Foster, feel free to contact Mrs. Vicki Light-

ner at 301-330-6783.  Our school will earn up to 50% on 

all items sold! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  

 October 3   George B. Thomas Learning Academy at GHS Begins 

October 6  7:00 p.m. PTA Meeting 

October 7  Flu Mist Administration to Students 

  Technocrats Begins (3:15ð4:15 p.m.) 

October 9 ï 16 PTA Book Fair 

October 12  9:00 a.m.ð2:00 p.m.  Open House 

October 13  Math ñKnight ñ(K-2) 

October 14  Math ñKnightò (3-5) 

October 16  MSTA Convention ï No School for Teachers and Students  

October 19  NAACP Parent Council 

October 20  4th Grade to Annapolis (8:30 A.M.ð4:00 P.M.) 

  PTA Ledoôs Night 

October 21  4th Grade to Annapolis (8:30 A.M.ð4:00 P.M.) 

October 23  5th Grade to the Capitol 

October 30  Kindergarten and Head Start to Homestead Farms 

Mission Statement  
ñWe are a caring, hardworking community of 

learners and leaders who motivate and encour-

age each other to set and meet high expecta-

tions.ò 

Vision Statement    

"SKES is a premier school that strives for 

knowledge, excellence, and success.ò 



 

 

  




