-
@)
O
T
©)
)
>
x
<
|_
z
L
=
-
L
-
-
O
z
¢
>
x
x
L
m
=
<
o
|_
%)

October 2, 2009
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Strawberry Knoll News

18820 Strawberry Knoll Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20879
E. Frank Kaplan, Principal
Rosemary Ford, Assistant Principal
Web Site Address
http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/schools/strawberryknolles/

Help Us BecomeGREAT!

Can you believe we completed our fifth week of school? Needless to say, our noble knig
well on their way to what will be a successful school year. Please join us as we strive tg
this yearGREATTfor our students. Talk with your child about his/her reading and mathem
goals for this first marking period. Listen to your child as he/she reads to you and explai
concepts learned. We as a school also have goals for this new school year. These goald
components of our School Improvement Plan (SIP.) The SIP will be posted on our webp
shortly and revised throughout the year.

Our school leadership team, including Strawberry Knoll parents, spent time this summer
talked about rigor. Yes, you parents lay the foundation for our noble knights and it is our|
lective responsibility to ensure students are spedipared to compete within a global society,
This year, the Knoll offers two mathematics blocks for instruetiimst and second grade alon
with third through fifth grades. By providing these two blocks, students who are truly rea
the next gradedés mathematics may do so

will also remain key for students in reading as teachers compliment their instruction throy
such programs as Junior Great Books, William and Mary, and Jacobs Ladder.

Engagement is another focus for us this year, and one we ask for your help. Expectto s
dents working in small groups and pairs when you visit us atour aiindg e n  Ho u s

Monday, October 12, 2009. Expect to hear students use math vocabulary as they defen
answer s. Listen to students as they sp

ticipation is paramount to ensuring meaningful engagement. Your active involvement in

P.T.A. is critical. Come to next Tuesda

us for our biweekly leadership team meetings. Our next leadership team meeting will be
on Thursday, October 22, 2009 from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. Remain engaged by conver
with your child, daily.

The final component in our plan to beco@BEATis the trademark our school has maintain

over the years, and the instructi onallheref
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turing atmosphere seen and felt in our school. Through class meetings, and lessons fro

iSt op a nbdhaviohprogr&ng alongwifhCh ar a ct e we téachwur stiglénts the

importance of interacting with one another and staff in a respectful manner. With this in

we look this year to further enhance our instructional program. Again, speak with your ¢
about concepts learned in science and social studies. Review the work we assign your
Let us know how we are coming along this year with providing a rigorous program to you
daughter.

We expect our children to be ready for college and the work place. Continue to support
we help our students reach and surgasds,challenge our students wittyor, engageall stu-
dents and help them become better thinkamd,assist us as we further enhance toade-
mark. Indeed, we hav&REAT expectations for this new school year.
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Students Receive FleMist

Students will receive their first dosage of-fhist next Wednesday, October 7, 2009. Only those students who have pevesdal
on file with our health technician will be allowed to receive thenfist. If you would like to know more about the flu migel free tg
contact Mrs. Beiter, our health technician at (3849-7195.

JoinUsatMat h AKni ght o

We | ook forward to seeing our fASvartahw bKerréagyhawsowdan assistayonr child withf a t

skill development and concept mastery. Representatives from our kindergarten through second grade teams will presewitar
families on Tuesday, October 13, 2009. Folks from our third through fifth grade teams will hoStkhait h  Kon Wephetsday,
October 14, 2009. Botih Ma t h  Nie gcheduded from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the cafeteria. Join us!

We Have a Favor to Ask

We have seen a steady increase in the number of dogs accompanying families to and from school. We kindly ask youdtagvd
at home. We don6t want to find ourselves in a situmyio
children and responds by biting one of our students, staff members, or another member of the SKES family. Thanks doonon
request and helping us adhere to school system policy.

Come toOpen House

What are your plans for Monday, October 12, 2009? Consider visiting us for our @pamHousefrom 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
We are always happy to see you at this event, as are your childpam Housevill be a regular instructional day for us. You are
certainly the best judge of your future noble knights who are still at home. If you decide to bring a youngster ndt insscymar
discretion when you visit us. Again we want to make sure our students are able to focus and concentrate (us adults as well,

Celebrate International Walk to School USADay

Get ready to walk with your child to school next Wednesday, October 7, 2009, as we céhbmagtional Walk to School USBay.
Please make sure to model pedestrian safety when you walk with your child to school each day, and especially next \\Rzmine
of us SKES staff will show our support for next Wednesd
Place (near Traxel Lane.) at 8:20 a.m. to the Knoll.

Book Fair Returns
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Our P.T.A. sponsored book fair begins next Friday, October 9, 2009 and runs through Thursday, October 15, 2009. Evisvanpual

is always popul ar among our students. This mont hds,pease
contact Mrs. Baker at 36960-4307.

IMPORTANT DATES Sally Foster Update

Itds been a busy two mo
next Friday, October 9, 2009 is when all Sally Foste
October 3 George B. Thomas Learning Academy at GHS Begins orders are due. If you happen to have any question

: : about Sally Foster, feel free to contact Mrs. Vicki Lig
October 6 7:00 p.m. PTA Meeting ner at 301330-6783. Our school will earn up to 50%
October 7 Flu Mist Administration to Students all items sold!

Technocrats Begins (3:@54:15 p.m.)

October 9 16 PTA Book Fair e
e
October 12 9:00 a.md 2:00 p.m. Open House % \k )
October 13 Mat h fAKnd)ght @A(K -t s
October 14 Mat h @ K#m5 hto 3 ..
) g ( Mission Statement

October 16 MSTA Conventiori No School for Teachers and Students (5 \We are a caring, hardw
October 19 NAACP Parent Council learners and leaders who motivate and encour-

age each other to set and meet high expecta-
October 20 4th Grade to Annapolis (8:30 A.§1.4:00 P.M.) tgi GNS . O 9 P

PTA Ledods Night .

Vision Statement

October 21 4th Grade to Annapolis (8:30 A.Kl1.4:00 P.M.) ] ) )
. "SKES is a premier school that strives for

October 23 5th Grade to the Capitol

knowledge, excellence, and success
October 30 Kindergarten and Head Start to Homestead Farms
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