
18820 Strawberry Knoll Road 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20879 

E. Frank Kaplan, Principal 
Rosemary Ford,  Assistant Principal 

Web Site Address—
http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/schools/strawberryknolles/ 

S
tr

a
w

b
e

r
r

y
 K

n
o

ll
 N

e
w

s
 

S
T

R
A

W
B

E
R

R
Y

 
K

N
O

L
L

 
E

L
E

M
E

N
T

A
R

Y
 

S
C

H
O

O
L

 
 

 

Thanks for Visiting Us! 

We thank those of you who were able to stop by the Knoll and visit us this past Monday.  It is 
always a treat for our students to share their academic accomplishments with families and 

guests.  More folks came to this year’s “Open House” than last year!  Our staff thanks Mon-

day’s visitors for their kind comments following “Open House.” 

As always, our doors are open to parent volunteers.  It is critical for our students to see a variety 
of role models in our school, and equally important for our noble knights to see how we work in 

partnership with our families.  For additional information about volunteering, please contact 

Mrs. Lightner, our P.T.A. vice-president and volunteer coordinator at vllakeforest@aol.com. 

Families Participate in “Math Knight.” 

It was a busy week for us.  We thank the students and families that attended our two “Math 

Knights” on Tuesday evening for students in Pre-Kindergarten through second grade, and 
Wednesday evening for students in grades three through five.  We remain committed this year 

to helping each child develop his/her math vocabulary and problem solving skills.  As partici-
pants during “Math Knight” experienced, there are a variety of ways math can become fun for 

students at home.  For further information about how you can support your child with his/her 

math go to http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/math/elmath.htm 

Have You Scheduled Your November Parent-Teacher Conference? 

Slots are filling for next month’s, parent-teacher conferences.  Students will be dismissed at 
12:35 p.m. on Wednesday, November 11, and Thursday, November 12, 2009.  Teachers will 

then confer with parents soon after the students leave.   If you did not already schedule a confer-
ence with your child’s teacher, please contact him/her.  Equally, important, if you need to re-

schedule your conference, contact your child’s teacher.  Let’s strive to have 100 percent partici-

pation in next month’s conferences! 

Students Attend the George B. Thomas, Sr. Learning Academy at Gaithersburg High 

School 

We are quite proud of our Strawberry Knoll students who continue to spend their Saturday 
mornings at Gaithersburg High School for the George B. Thomas, Sr. Learning Academy.  The 

academy  is designed to help students meet their potential through individualized assistance with 
school work, study skills, and test-taking preparation.  For further information about this won-

derful opportunity for your child/children, call 301-320-6545. 

Attention Fifth Grade Parents! 

It’s already time to think about next school year.  The application materials for the Upcounty 

Center Programs for the Highly Gifted at Roberto Clemente are available online at 
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms.  All fifth grade students are 

eligible to apply.  Earlier this week, Ms. Gibson, an algebra teacher from Roberto Clemente 

Middle School spoke to fifth grade students about the center program.  An application workshop 
will be held at Gaithersburg High School on Thursday, October 29, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  If you 

happen to have any questions about the Upcounty Center Programs for the Highly Gifted at 
Roberto Clemente and/or the Middle School Magnet Consortium programs at Argyle Middle 

School, Loiederman Middle School, and Parkland Middle School, please contact our school 
counselor, Mrs. Williams.  The application deadline is Monday, November 9, 2009. 
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International Night—Mark Your Calendars!  PTA will hold International Night on November 5, 2009..  If you are interested in hosting a 
Country Table, performing on stage, or participating in a fashion show, please contact Rika Mitrik at 301-869-0275 or rika@mitrik.net to sign 

up.” 

Special Occasion Book Club 

The Media Center at Strawberry Knoll Elementary School has a Special Occasion Book Club.  The objective of this book club is simple. You 
can donate a new book to the Media Center in order to celebrate a birthday, holiday, special achievement  (i.e. good grades or a sports achieve-

ment) or to show teacher appreciation. 

This is a great way to help us expand the Media Center’s collection.  It also allows many of our children to point with pride at the 

book donated by them or for them.  

For a minimum donation of only $5.00 Ms. Frederick will invite your child to carefully select a new book for the Media Center.  A bookplate 
will be placed inside the front cover identifying the student and occasion being honored.  The student is then the first person to check out the 

book.   Once it is returned, the book becomes available for general circulation.  

What better way to celebrate than by giving the gift of reading to share? 

Halloween Parade and Parties Planned for Friday, October 30, 2009 

We will host our annual Halloween parade on Friday, October 30, 2009, on the upper field near the tennis courts at 2:00 p.m.  Classroom par-
ties will occur following the parade.  As always, we respect our Strawberry Knoll families’ beliefs.  If you do not wish for your child to par-
ticipate in this year’s Halloween parade and party, please send a note to your child’s teacher.  We will have an alternate activity planned and 

lead by staff members. 

We kindly remind those students who will participate to remain mindful of their costume choices.  Make-believe weapons are not permitted.  

Also, costumes that may frighten other children are not allowed.  If you have any questions about plans for this year’s Halloween at the Knoll, 

please contact our assistant principal, Mrs. Ford. 

Walk to School Day-A Great Success! 

Mr. Matesa, our physical education teacher, thanks those students and families that participated in “Walk to School Day” last  Wednesday.  As 
if the weather knew this was a special occasion, the rain forecast for last Wednesday morning left just in time for the clouds to disappear and 
the autumn sun to shine over those that participated, including staff.  Mr. Matesa also wishes to acknowledge Mrs. Dowdy, our P.T.A. presi-
dent for coordinating this annual event with him.  Join us as we thank our P.T.A. for providing participants with a nutritious snack following 

the walk along with a special sticker. 

Our P.T.A. Promotes Reading. 

We thank our P.T.A. for hosting another popular book fair. This fall’s theme was “Destination Book Fair!  Read Around the World!”  Our 
great parent volunteers transformed our dual purpose room into a book store filled with reading materials galore!  We thank our book fair co-
chairs, Mrs. Baker and Mrs. Reba and those parents who 

helped.  Our noble knights love to read and look forward to 

next spring’s book fair! 

Parents of PEP, Kindergarten and First Grade: 

Last week letters went home in backpacks for students who 
still need to return their lead certificates.  If you received one 
of these letters, please return the completed certificate to the 
health room as soon as possible.  If  you have any questions, 

contact our health room aide, Mrs.  Beiter at 301-840-7195. 

  

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 October 19 First Grade to Imagination Stage 

  NAACP Parent Council 

October 20  4th Grade to Annapolis (8:30 A.M.—4:00 P.M.) 

  PTA Ledo’s Night 

October 21  4th Grade to Annapolis (8:30 A.M.—4:00 P.M.) 

October 23  5th Grade to the Capitol 

October 30  Kindergarten and Head Start to Homestead Farm  

October 30  2:00 p.m. Halloween Parade 

  1st Marking Period Ends 

November 2 Professional Day for Teachers  

November 3 7:00 p.m. PTA Meeting 

November 9 Individual Picture Day 

November 10 5:00—9:00 p.m. Family Portrait Night 

November 11, 12 12:35 p.m. Early Dismissal Day—Parent/Teacher Conferences 

November  11, 12 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Attention All Pre-K/Head Start Parents! 

Atencion a todos Los Padres de Pre-K/Head Start 

Parent Meeting  

Reunion do Padres de Familia 

Topic:  Child Growth and Development 

Tema:  Crecimiento y Desarrollo del Nino 

October 21, 2009 10:00 a.m.—11:30 p.m. 

21 de Octubre, 2009 de 10:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 

Presented  by :  Nuha Khalaf, Family Service Worker  and 

Dr. Mary McCarthy , Psychologist ( Psicologa) 
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