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Somerset  Elementary 

It’s hard to believe the first semester is over and we are well on our way through 

the second half of the year!  

Valentine’s Day is fast approaching and we know that room parents are eagerly 

seeking parent volunteers to help out. The party will take place on February 12 

from 2:15-3:15 p.m. Contact your room parent if you are interested in contributing. 

Curriculum News  
What Are We Learning This Quarter? 

Math 4 
Students are beginning to learn about fractions.  We will start by comparing frac-

tions to common benchmarks, such as 1/2 and 1/4.  Students will compare frac-
tions using a number line and visual models.  They will then use these techniques to compare 
fractions with different denominators.  As the marking period progresses, we will begin to 

learn how to add and subtract fractions with like denominators.  
 

Reading 

Students have been learning about the elements of fantasy literature, while comparing themes 
within these stories.  Students are reading a fantasy novel with their reading groups, as well as 

reading Where the Mountain Meets the Moon in whole group.  They are using these two texts 
to compare theme, and to practice making inferences.  They will build upon their knowledge 
of theme within a fantasy story as they begin to read myths. 
 

 

Writing 
Students were asked to select a memory that they would like to write about for a memoir.  
We learned about characteristics of a memoir, and are applying these characteristics to our 

own memoirs.  The students have been particularly focused on trying to include vivid, descrip-
tive words in their writing.   
 

As we finish our memoirs, we will move into an opinion piece.  We have been working with 
Ms. Jeffcott to examine different types of advertising.  After looking a several examples, we 
will be choosing one advertisement to write about, explaining why we think it was effective. 

 

Science 
Students will be investigating the weather in science.  We will be learning 

about the water cycle, and how it impacts the weather we experience every-
day.  The students have been tracking the weather since the marking period 

began, and are eager to see if there are any weather patterns developing.   
 

Social Studies 
Students are integrating their understanding of explorers with their new 
knowledge of the first settlements in the United States.  We will be look-
ing closely at the settlements of St. Augustine, Jamestown, and Plymouth.  

This will lead us into our study of the first settlement in Maryland, St. 
Mary’s City.  Students will have a chance to visit St. Mary’s city in the spring, when the fourth 
grade goes to visit the historic settlement. 
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Important 

Dates To 

Remember 

 

– Valentine party  

  2:15-3:15 p.m. 

 
– No School 

(President’s Day) 

—Class Pictures 

—Early Release  

 

IMPORTANT!! 
The weather is still un-
predictable. Be sure your 
children are dressed in 
layers to accommodate 
for the change in tem-
peratures both outside 
and inside the building. 

 

 


