Oct 17th 2010

Greetings Sligo Community, this is your principal, Jeff Rhodes, with my weekly connect-ed message 

First, I want to celebrate that our increased school wide daily attendance rate has been outstanding thus far this school year. Over the last four years we have school wide daily attendance rate between 94-96% which is more than appropriate for a school of 500. However, this year our school wide daily attendance rate has been on average between 96-98 % We have seen about 2% increase which is absolutely outstanding. We are, however, seeking parent support, in making sure that students consistently arrive on time for school. We understand that for some, the onset of the cool weather makes it a challenge to get up and out so early in the morning. However, punctual attendance is crucial to student learning. Our instructional school day begins at 7:55 a.m. and we need all students consistently ready, willing and available for learning at that time. Thank you for your attention and support in this regard. 

The Oct. 12 PTSA meeting went very well. I shared my principal report which focused on this year School Improvement Plan and process. We also had Ms. Schneider, Science Content Specialist, and Mr. Wilkins, NAACP representative make informative presentations to the parent group. We are still looking to increase parent attendance so please mark your calendar for the Nov. 9 joint Oakland Terrace ES and Sligo MS PTSA meeting at 7pm in the media center. 

The Oct 13 Fall Concert was absolutely fantastic. In fact, it was arguably, the best Sligo Fall concert I have witnessed in the last four years. Everything from student performances, to choral direction, to program length and even to Ms. Parks’s clearly communicated expectations and process for closure. All I can say is “well done”. It was a great evening. 

Now as usual I have some updates and information for your calendar review and consideration: 

Oct. 18 is the Annual NAACP Parent Council Kickoff event at Rockville HS attended by myself and Mr. Wilkins. 

Oct. 20 is the first session of the Sligo Afterschool Science Academy or SASA. The first 4 sessions are for 6th grade students only. If you are interested in doing hands on, cool and amazing experiments afterschool, please fill out and return the completed registration form to Ms. Schneider before or by Oct. 20. No child turned down due to cost. Please contact Ms. Schneider for details, questions and/or concerns. 

Oct. 28 – the Sligo After School Activities Program (ASAP) will host an Open House from 3-4pm. This event is for current Sligo students, parents and community members. Each after school activity will be showcased. Special features include raffles, games and prizes. Any questions or concerns, please contact Mr. Wilkins, ASAP coordinator. 

That's all for now Sligo. Take care and, as always, be well.
