SHELTER-IN-PLACE
PARENT/ CHILD REUNIFICATION PLAN

“Shelter-In-Place” is an immediate school response that requires housing all students and staff indoors for a period of time.  The nature and duration of the Shelter-In-Place will be determined by the emergency and by public safety officials.  The types of situations that could warrant a “Shelter-In-Place” include weather related or suspected chemical, biological, or radiological events/incidents near the school.  Once a “Shelter-In-Place” is implemented, all exterior doors will be secured and locked.  Parents or guardians initially will not be permitted to enter the school to retrieve children until public safety officials have determined that it is safe to do so.  This process is necessary in order to reduce the risk of exposure to potentially hazardous materials for students, staff and parents/guardians.

In the event that we have to evacuate the building, our primary on-campus multi-hazard evacuation location will be at the lower field.  Our alternate on-campus location will be Sligo Creek Park further away from the building.  If the situation requires that we leave the school grounds, our primary off-campus multi-hazard evacuation location will be Sligo Creek Park and if necessary buses will take us to our alternate off-campus location, Highland View Elementary School.  Our alternate off-campus location, Highland View Elementary School, is located at 9010 Providence Avenue Silver Spring, Maryland 20901.
During an emergency or crisis, parents can access information on:

1. MCPS Television Channel 34

2. MCPS Web Site  http://www.mcps.k12.md.us
3. MCPS Information line   301-279-3673

4. WTOP radio 1500 AM or 103.5 FM

5. ConnectEd

6. eSchool Newsletter http://www.eschoolnewsletter.com
Once the emergency or crisis is over and it is safe to move about, here is how you (or your representative) and your child/ children will be reunited.
1. Park away from the school so that traffic problems at the school can be minimized.
2. Enter the school by the door below the stage-end of the school gym, not the main doors at the bottom of the grand staircase.  This door is just off the circle driveway near the top of the steps leading down to the lower parking lot.  The door is seldom used but will provide quick and easy access to the gym where you will check in and be reunited with your child/ children.  The door will be clearly marked from the outside and is accessible at ground level.
3. Be prepared to show a PICTURE ID at the first set of tables just inside the back of the gym.  Signs will indicate which line to approach according to your child’s last name.  We will pull your child’s Parent / Child Reunification (PRC) Authorization for Release of Student form already filed in the office.  If you are the parent or guardian listed on the form, you show your PICTURE ID and we will summon your child/ children from the classroom. 

4. You will be directed to sign your child(ren) out and wait in the designated area in the stage.

5. Once your child has come into the gym, please exit the school door to the right of the stage.  This will help us assure an efficient flow of traffic.

Of course we hope we never have to institute this reunification plan, but by sharing the plan with the Sligo Creek community, we hope to minimize worry and confusion and maximize safety and peace of mind. 
