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It is hard to believe, but we have finished the first half of the school year!  The time is just whizzing by. The second report card will be coming soon, and we are beginning our third quarter of school.  Here’s an update of what’s happening in second grade.
Reading 
In reading/language arts, our focus has been on reading and learning about traditional literature.  The students have read fables and folktales from around the world.  We have been reading to find the lesson, theme, or message in these stories, as well as becoming efficient at recognizing the elements of a folktale. We have also been reading many different versions of the same folktale. For example, we read The Three Little Pigs in Africa, England, and Mexico, and learning how the author includes details about the culture and setting.  In writing we wrote our own version of a folktale.  Each class chose a continent as the setting for the tale, and then each student chose a traditional folktale to rewrite in the new setting.  In art we are busy making puppets to go with the  folktales we have written.  We can’t wait to share them with you.  Our next unit will be focused on the structure of stories: characters, setting, problem, action to solve the problem and solution.  We will be giving special focus to the different stresses, or challenges a character faces and how the character decides to overcome these challenges. For written expression, we are beginning a quarter long study of opinion writing.  We will begin with students reading, finding factual information, and then forming opinions using facts to support their opinions.  We will continue to work on the writing process and using traits to improve our writing.  With opinion writing we will be emphasizing choosing powerful words, worthy reasons, and description.  We will also continue to focus on DOL, written responses to reading, reading and writing word wall words, and learning and using our spelling patterns.                                                        
Math                                                          
We have concluded the 2nd quarter with a unit on money.  We have learned to identify coins, count dollars and cents, and solve story problems using money.  We are continuing to work on learning efficient strategies for adding and subtracting with composing, and solving for the unknown quantity in story problems.  The Common Core Math Curriculum emphasizes a complete and thorough understanding of how, what and why we are composing or decomposing tens. (regrouping) The students need to be able to use an efficient strategy, and explain specifically what they are doing and why. We will continue to work on this during the next quarter.  Our first unit will be on measurement.  We will learn about using the standard units of centimeters, meters, and inches, feet and yards. Please continue to work with your child on their basic facts.  Each class goes to the computer lab, when it is available, to do the program “Math in a Flash”. 
Science

Our study of “How Things Work” has concentrated on the parts of objects and how they make up the function of the whole. We concluded this unit by looking at the minute parts of objects.  We looked at ice crystals as they formed snowflakes, threads woven into cloth, and wood fibers that help to make paper.  The students really enjoyed this unit!  During the next quarter we will be learning about how things change over time in very predictable ways.  We begin with a study of the phases of the moon.  The students will be bringing home a Moon Journal in which they are asked to observe and record what the moon looks like each night.  We are asking for your support in helping them  do this.  At this time of year the moon is very visible at an early time which should make this easy to do.  If for some reason your child is unable to view the moon outdoors, we recommend using the following website to help: http://tycho.usno.navy.mil/vphase.html.  We will discuss their results each Monday.  We will also be planting seeds in order to observe the identifiable stages in the lifecycle of plants, and will measure their growth in math!  We just know the students will love this unit!
Social Studies

In Social Studies, our first unit will focus on transportation, communication and technology.  We will be learning how each of these link consumers to goods and information.  The students will be learning how technology has changed the way we move goods and communicate.  During this unit we will have an in-school field trip from the Baltimore Museum of Industry where the students will learn how assembly lines help to market goods in more efficient, cheaper, and faster ways.
Important Notes                                     
· Sign the assignment book every day, and make sure that your child is completing homework.
· Check the homework folder everyday – take out papers
· Make sure your child has a snack every day!
· Send a note if your child is going home with a friend or attending a special program at school- this is very important 
· Make sure your child is dressed for the weather- we have outdoor recess unless the temperature is too cold
· Valentine’s Day parties will be held on February 14 @ 2:00.

· Baltimore Museum of Industry will be here on February 8th.

· Check out the Grade 2 web page for updates, forms and websites!

Thank you for all of your support!  If you have any questions or concerns, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us! 
The Grade Two Team
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