
S H A D Y  G R O V E  

M I D D L E  S C H O O L 

~ A Message from the Principal ~ 

Shady Grove Matters 
F E B R U A R Y ,  2 0 1 2  V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  6   "We must always go the 

second mile. When we go 
the first mile, we simply 

do what is required of us. 
It is when we go the se-
cond mile that excellence 

is achieved and minor 
miracles happen."  

 
 -Deborah McGriff   

 
A Message from Mr. Brubaker 

 
I am a devoted lifelong reader.   I 
credit my father for instilling in 
me my love of reading.  Since I 
was a child, in whatever location 
I found him, I would see my 
father reading.  In the family 
living room, on camping trips, 
and at the community swimming 
pool my Dad   could always be 

seen reading a book.  He was an incredible role model.  
Through him I was introduced to the words of great authors 
such as Robert Leckie, Laura Ingalls Wilder, and Daniel 
Inouye.  It was always a treat for me to accompany him to 
the public library or to the Goodwill bookstore where I could 
find used copies of fiction and non-fiction for as little as 5 
cents per book. 
 
As your newest administrator, I have been so pleased by the 
scholastic atmosphere that I have encountered here at 
Shady Grove Middle School.  I have visited many class-
rooms and connect periods and have observed students in a 
variety of situations deeply immersed in books. I would love 
to see even more students take advantage of the ñOpenò 

Media Center during lunchtime.  Students need only visit the 
Media Center prior to their lunch time to sign up and obtain a 
pink pass.  In the meantime, please allow me to, ñCatch you 
in the actò of reading your favorite book.  
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Dear Shady Grove Families! 

It is the start of February and we 
are well into our 2012-2013 regis-
tration season. Please review the 
course options available to students 
and plan for the year ahead by 
knowing the choices available. If 
you have a question please call our 
Counseling Services Department. 
For our rising 9th grade students, 
you can expect registration materi-
als coming home during the second 
week of February. 

Additionally, I want to encourage all 
parents to attend the Rising 6th, 

7th, and 8th Grade Parent Night to 
learn about registration and new 
courses offered at Shady Grove for 
the coming school year. The meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 7th. The rising 7th and 8th 
grade meeting will occur at 6 PM 
and the Rising 6th grade meeting at  
7 PM. See you there.  

We are also looking ahead and 
preparing our students for the Mary-
land School Assessments, better 
known as MSAôs. These state tests 
are the bench marks used to meas-
ure students via the No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) initiative. These 
tests will occur in March and it is 
important that students, who have 
been prepared in their classes, treat 
these tests seriously.  

In closing I would like to thank all 
the families that came together to 
support the Koudaya family during 
their time of grief. It was comforting 
to see and hear the wonderful 

things that make this SGMS com-
munity so wonderful. It brings to 
mind the fact that we must enjoy 
each and every moment that is 
presented to us. Please help us 
remind our students about this pre-
cious gift.  

~Edward Owusu 

 
 

 
 

Coming        
A t t rac t ions 

 

February  
1 - Report Card  

Distribution  

Basketball vs. Lakelands Park 

(Boys Home) 

3 - PTA Basketball Fundraiser -  

Green Hawks 

7 - Rising  6th,  7th & 8th Grade 

Parent Night  

8 - Basketball vs. Forest Oak 

(Girls Home)  

10 - Valentineôs Day Dance 

14 - 6th Grade Awards Assembly 

16 - 7th Grade Awards Assembly 

Basketball vs. Gaithersburg 

(Boys Home) 

17 - 8th Grade Awards Assembly 

20 - Holiday (Presidentôs Day) 

24 ï 26 Fall Musical (Into the 

Woods) 

 

 



A Message from Mr. Ajamian 
 

Dear Students, Parents & Guardians, 

 

On Friday, January 27, 2012, our wonderful Shady Grove Middle School PTA hosted 

a great fund-raiser. The thing that made it great was not the wonderful turnout; it was-

nôt all the admission and concessions money generated by the turnout; and it wasnôt 

the great athletes donning Green Hawk jerseys (and it certainly wasnôt the intellects 

(ahem) I mean athletes in the other colored jerseysðsorry staffJ). To me, the thing that made Friday night so great 

was: community! Former students, current students, staff, parents, volunteers, and working staff all came together 

that evening to have fun and laugh together. By the end of the night, I felt honored yet again to be a member of the 

Shady Grove Middle School community.  

 

While watching the game, I started to reflect about what my students were watching. From their perspective, what 

meaning did this game have? In addition to a night of laughter, I hope they took away the following: 

Inspiration:  So many of our students aspire to be professional basketball players. I hope this event prompted 

them to continue dreaming and to dream even bigger. 

Realization: I hope our students developed a deeper understanding of how difficult it is to make it as a profes-

sional athlete. The Green Hawks were phenomenal. However, none of them were professional NBA play-

ers. I hope that students grasped the concept of balance: dream bigðkeep your head in the clouds. But, 

keep your feet on the ground. Always have back-up plan. 

Perspiration: Yes, there was certainly plenty of that going around. I hope students recognized that often, the 

difference between success and failure, in any arena, is the amount of effort and hard work they are will-

ing to invest in a venture. 

 

I want to say ñThank Youò to all our PTA parents who not only organized this event, but also put in late hours to 

clean up afterwards. We recognize that you work all day and come in late evenings to help with drama, work con-

cessions, sell tickets, and even clean the popcorn machine. You truly do make a difference. 

 

Please let us know how we are doing. It is our privilege to serve you and 

your children. 

Respectfully, 



Staff Spotlight: 

Mr. T. Kirk Myers, W. Studies / Science Teacher  

For this edition of Staff Spotlight we are thrilled to introduce Mr. T. Kirk Myers.  Mr. Myers is a 
graduate of Frostburg State University. He has been teaching for nine years and is excited to 
be teaching at Shady Grove this year. 
 
Mr. Myers enjoys playing soccer and has been coaching soccer for over eleven years. He is a 
graduate of Quince Orchard HS and coached the boysà varsity soccer team at Q.O. this past 
fall. 
 
Mr. Myers loves spending time outdoors skiing, snowboarding, golfing, backpacking and wake-
boarding. When he is inside he is cheering on the Washington Redskins, Maryland Terrapins, 
and Washington Capitals. 
 
He loves to travel and took a two- week trip to Costa Rica this past summer. He would love to 
visit Brazil, Spain, Ireland (again) and take an African Safari!!! 
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Student Service Learning (SSL) Notes 
February 2012 

 

(A graduation cap icon  signifies SSL Approval  
at www.mcpsssl.org ñSSL Community Opportunitiesò.)  

  
 

¶ Consider getting involved in service on Presidentôs Day February 20 and the ñEarly Releaseò day 
on March 2.   

 
¶ Local, State, and National elections provide opportunities for students to be involved in the politi-

cal process.  Political organizations and opportunities identified with a graduation cap icon  
on the website www.mcpsssl.org are approved for SSL.  Any service provided to an individual 
running for public office requires MCPS Form 560-50, Request for SSL Preapproval granted in 
advance.  

 
¶ Remember:  SSL is a graduation requirement.  SSL along with all other requirements must be 

met for a high school diploma to be awarded. 
 

 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/parentacademy/schedule.aspx
http://www.mcpsssl.org


Math 7 News 
 
Hello Parents and Students! 
 
We just finished Unit 2 in Math 7.   This unit has lots of skills that will prepare our students for Algebra.  In the real world, we can use some of 
these skills to convert temperature between Celsius and Fahrenheit, simplify extremely small and large numbers by putting them in scientific 
notation, and being able to make reasonable predictions by analyzing data and creating a basic formula. 
 
Mrs.  Baxterôs Math 7 Plus average for the Unit 2 Summative was an 84.8%. 
 
Reminders: 
Please make sure your student is keeping up with his/her homework. Homework is practice, and practice makes perfect! 
Edline is a great resource for keeping up with your childôs grades. 
 
Students are expected to come prepared to class everyday with paper and pencils. 
 
If your child needs extra help in math please make sure they set up a time to see Mrs. Baxter, Mr. Wright, Mr. Amnott, or Ms. Brock. 
 
Thank you parents for everything you do at home! We truly have the best students, parents, and staff in MCPS. 
 
Algebra News 
 
We have just finished Unit 4. In Unit 4, students learned how to solve a System of Equations by Graphing, Substitution, and Elimination using 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and/or division. We then learned how to solve System of Inequalities by graphing. 
 
In the real-world, we can use Systems of Equations/Inequalities when comparing two things. Some examples of real life problems are when 
we need to compare two cell phone plans, gym memberships, or two salary plans that increase at different time periods, etc. 
 
Mrs. Baxterôs Unit 4 Formative Averages were 73.9% for Period 5 and 80.1% for Period 7. 
 
Unit 5:  
 
Our next unit will be Unit 5 which deals with Matrices, Data Analysis, & Probability.  We will start this unit right after Semester Exams. 
 
Reminder: 
If your child needs extra help in math please make sure they set up a time to see Mrs. Baxter, Mr. Wright, or Ms. Defibaugh during lunch or 
after school. 
 
Thank you for everything you do at home! 

S H A D Y  G R O V E  M A T T E R S  



 

Dear Parents and Guardians of our current 6th graders, 
 
Believe it or not, itôs just about time for your children to start registering for their 7th grade courses! I will make a presentation in your childôs sci-
ence classroom to provide them with the registration information. The presentation will include an individually-designed registration card and a 
power point presentation explaining the classes and how to choose electives. I will be in Ms. Oxenfordôs classroom on Wednesday, February 1st 
during 6th and 7th periods and I will be in Ms. Allemangôs classroom on Thursday February 2nd during 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th periods. The regis-
tration cards are due back to your childôs science teacher by Wednesday, February 8th.  
 
On the registration card, you will see the Math, English, and, for some, Reading class recommendations already printed on the card. The only 
decision that you will need to make with your child is that of an elective (or two electives for many). Please sign the bottom of the registration 
card so that we know that you approve of your childôs elective choices. 
 
If you have questions or want to learn more about the courses offered next year, we invite you to our Parent Information Night on Tuesday, 
February 7th from 6:00-7:00 p.m. There will be many teachers there, as well as all of the counselors, and we will explain to you, in detail, the 
classes offered next year along with the course registration process. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please donôt hesitate to contact me at #301-548-7534 or Alison_B_Brecher@mcpsmd.org.  
Many thanks for supporting us and your child! 
 

Geography Bee News 
 

2012 is off to an exciting start, and with its arrival, we have a brand new SGMS Geography Bee Champion.  Congratu-
lations to Jake Wellek of the 6th grade, who won this year final competition in overtime, to take this yearôs crown.  Jake 
will now attempt to qualify for the state championship held in the spring.  Jake wasnôt the only 6th grader in this yearôs 
championship round.  Congratulations also go out to Chrissy Chavosy, who was this yearôs runner up.  Xavier Perrault 
and Jaxson Quintero, both of the 8th grade, who tied for 3rd place.  Special thanks go out to the SGMS PTA who funded 
the yearôs prizes and refreshments for this yearôs final competition. 

mailto:Alison_B_Brecher@mcpsmd.org









