
 
January 2016 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
In early January, students are receiving their Walter Johnson (WJ) registration materials and are 
deciding which classes to take for the next school year. I encourage you to talk with your child about 
their course choices and strive for balance in their schedules.  Hopefully, all of our students are 
planning to challenge themselves with demanding, but well-rounded schedules. Please know that WJ 
offers a large number of honors and Advanced Placement courses in many disciplines. We also have an 
exciting set of elective classes and a strong program in the arts. For junior and seniors, participation in 
the Early Access College Program by Montgomery College is an exciting option.  Seniors can also 
register for senior projects and internships. 
 
Your child’s counselor is a valuable resource and partner throughout this process.  Feel free to ask 
questions and seek clarification.  Our hope is that each child will find the course combination that will 
work best for them in the upcoming school year. This year, in addition to the course bulletin, we are 
also providing a guideline that includes the approximate amount of time per week your child may 
expect to spend on homework in each class.  Please note that this is only an estimation. Every child is 
very different.  We hope this new information will help with planning.   
 
On Monday, January 11, 2016 at 7:00 p.m., WJ will host its annual Parent Registration Information 
Night (snow date: Thursday January 21, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.). On this evening, in our auditorium, a brief 
overview of the registration process and of 9th grade courses will be discussed. After the presentation in 
the auditorium, we invite you to our cafeteria where department chairpersons will be available to 
answer course questions. It is a great opportunity to hear more about our various programs and the 
types of challenges associated with different classes. Traditionally, the evening has been well-attended 
by incoming 9th grade parents and I hope to see a lot of parents and students from the incoming Class of 
2020! All grade levels are invited to this event and will definitely benefit from the information. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on the evening of Monday, January 11th. The evening’s program provides 
key information along with the opportunity for you to speak with department representatives, 
administration and counselors. This open house style event ends at 8:30 p.m.  
 
FYI – Registration materials for incoming 9th grade students are due the first week of February at North 
Bethesda and Tilden.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jennifer Baker 
Principal  
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