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PRINCIPAL'SREETING
DRrR. DONNAREDMONDONES

Each day as | walk through the corridors of our school, | hear the enthusiatudehts and teachers

who are delving inteich content, engaging in critical thought and striving for excellen&s.a part of

our first school improvement goal of enhancing ge&hool climate | am focused on reaching out to

parents to keep you informed about what is happening at Rosa Parks and how you can support your
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commitment to fostering a positive environment for learning.
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Attendance It is important that students arrive at school on tima&ch day. When students are late to

or absent from their classes, they can easily slip behind in their work. They feel a considerable amount

2F LINBaadzaNBE ogKSyYy G(GKSeé NBOdz2NYy o0SOFdzasS GKSe& KIF @S YA
Duringthet SI OKSNJ ! ROA&2NE t SNR 2R ¢ ¢ bryanizatiod, meOK SNBE ¢ 2 NJ
management, math and reading skills.your child has to be absent, please contact Mrs. Fordham, our
attendance secretary at 36924-3180.

Homework Most students who@ underperforming are not regularly turning in their work. Some

students are forgetting to complete or turn in their homework or major projects. Others might forget to

turn in classvork that their teachers allowed them to take home to finishomeworkclubsare

available to assist students after school with theirwark: NBy 6§ & OFy KSt L) 68 OKSO{ A
books at night providing a quiet place at home for their children to warld by checking their
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PTA PRESIDENTWPDATE
MRS MCHELESETTON

It seems that the students and staff have seRle Ay F2NJ I LINRPRdzOGA gS &aOKz22f @&
everyone, but | know my family takes a few weeks to acclimate to the schedule changes and high energy

of the autumn months. Somewhere in that schedule has to be time for family and reflection. My

reflection came earlier than usual this year, mostly due the responsibility of being a PTA president. |

started to question, what really the PTA supposed to be about, besides raising money to support our

school? So I did some research and found the fatigyfrom the MDPTA website):

PTA is the largest child advocacy organizatieith over 7 million members in the National PTA and

with nearly 239,000 members in the Maryland PTA. PTA speaks for ALL children in ALL parts of the state
and nation. Most law affect the education and welfare of children are made at the state level, not by

local governments. As a part of the State and National PTA, the local PTA units extend their influence
beyond their community and help secure state and national actioniierbenefit of all children, not

: (Continued on Page)2
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Communication | encourage you to initiate emails to teachers if you see a concern with how much your

child is learning or with his or her performance. You should cEdtkefor updates weeklynd ask
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provide support and direction. The team leader can also coordinate support and can set up a parent
conference for you if you request oneDue to time limitations, parents will bavited to conference

times on November 11d LT @2dz g2dAZ R tA1S I O2yFSNByOS GAGK
F2NI I O2yFSNByOSsT LJX SIasS om3nai OG &2dz2NJ OKAf RQa 02 dz
Extracurricular aivities make school funl. encourage your child to stay ,\{

after school for the upcomingall Dancen October 9" from 2:45¢ 5:00 8/@}’)

p.m. Students should bring extra money to purchase pizza, popcorn and &&/

sodas. We encourage parents to pick up their childres p.m., S —

however activity buses will also be availabRed Ribbon Weelwill be — ()

celebrated during the Week of October®® encourage students to HAT

stay alcohol and dru@ NB S @ ¢ KA & DragFredliBthe Ky S Y /

All students and staff are enaoaged to wear red on Oct. 30Shirts —1"

are available for preale in the school store. e g |
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cardson November11™. | look forward to having a very auctive year!

In the future, theDolphin Digestvill only be published on the website. If you desire a hard copy to be
sent home with your child each month, please call Ms. Ellis a83@8180.

SAVE THE DMBB&dei6Marctog 12, M 5Grades 7f&March 1018147

PTA President's Updaté 2 ydi Q

onlytheir own. PTAwvork is directed to anything involving the lives of childrsohool, home,
community, family or peers. We care what influences and molds children's attitudes and behavior.

| always joined because it was the thing to do. | never thought about the faictvtien you join PTA,
you immediately become a member of both State and National organizations as wellrdscadtPTA
unit, a powerful group working toward improving education for all children.
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completely different for me until lhadpi@ SSy 3 (SSy | 3S {1 ARa® C2NJ 1K24a8§
this generally refers to internettsis like FaceboolylySpaceand witter. Your children know what
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someone who has access. This was one of those things that for me to feel abtg@iiowing my kids

to access | had to know more. Soyes, | do Facebodkt Ol L Sya2eé Add LQY y2iG | F
but it has made me think that perhaps this is an area where the PTA might be able to help parents who
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meetings/discission groups so that you can not only get more information, but talk to other parents
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from this kind of forum. Feel free to email me or any ofvive presidens if you have a suggestion.
Our email addresses are all available on the PTA websitgv.rpmspta.org
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SIXTH GRADE NEWS

6" grades, teachers, administrators, and counselors enjoyed thgrade dance on September™2
after school.An estimated 90% of thé"ggraders attended the fun, team building everfthanks to all
of our parents who helped out at the dance, selling tickatd refreshments.

OnOctober 19", all 8" graders and teachers will be attending the production of
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around important enironmental issues which tiés with the 6" grade science

curriculum, first quarter.

OnOctober 30", 22 sixth grader and their sience teachers will sail the Chesapeake Bay outside of

Annapolis on an authentic, historic skipjack ves3éle students will drudge for oysters, conduct water

guality tests, cdéct marine organisms, and learn all about the health of the Chesapeake Bay and what

we as citizens can do fwrotect this valuable natural resourcdnformation will be coming home about

this trip the first week of OctoberStudents interested in the ip will write letters to their Science

teachers, and from there, teachers will randomly select students to attend the trip, since there are

limited spaces due to the size of the vessel and Coast Guarthtegs./ 2 Y (i | Ol &ckdedld OKAf RQ:
teacher withany questions.

English
All English classes are engaged in the Foundations Unit for QuarteNV@Gnare

reviewing basic writing techniques, such as paragraph composition, including topic
sentences and supporting detailStudents have also begun réad a core novel

(either Maniac Mageeor The View from Saturdaynd have nightly reading

assignments in the noveAs we move toward the end of the quarter, students will
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are today. We will also research famous leaders and discuss what traits were

foundational in their success.

Reading
The Reading unit this quarter focuses on building strong foundations for students as re@tietents

will be learning reading stratégp that will help them make better sense of their reading and they will

be applying those strategies to texAll Reading 6 classédave visited the Mediae@ter for orientation

and book checlout. Your child should be reading for 20 minutes per nighaddition to his or her

other homework. The first of two Independent Reading Assessments (IRAs) has been assigned and is
due in early OctoberThe exact due date and deadline for this assignmeniesalepending on your

OK A edifigiteadhér; check Hak for this information.

Science
6™ grade students are studying Ecology during the first quarter of IS 6
Science.They have recently received information about their Baltimoré
Checkerspot Butterfly project, which will be due on Ocf?2Zhe
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project involves writing a proposal to restore habitats of the Checkerspot butterflies, since they are the
Marylandstate insect and are now endangered.

Social Studies

The Social Studies unit this quarter focuses on geography and its impact on humamesettlSo far

we have been working on map and atlas skills with students as well as the creation and use of timelines.
Within the next few days we will start investigating early human groups, beginning with hunters and
gatherers.We will track the reasns for hunters and gatherers becoming farmers and the rationale for
building the first cities and diizations. Through this lensve will discuss the impact of geography on

human choices and decisions and connect it to modern world examples.

Math 6

In Math 6, we will be finishingnit 1on graphing data and ahaing statistics and startingnd 2. Unit 2

will begin with a focus on decimalStudents will learn how to identify and read decimal place value,

compare, and put them in ascending or dasdieg order. Students will also solve problems using the

four operations and decimalg. f S| a8 Y2y A 2N 82dzNJ OKAf RQa LINRPINBaAA
daily lessonsThis provides them the opportunity to recall information from the day angtoeid of

what they know and have learned.ou can use several websitecated on our Rosa Parks webpage

under Academics and Math for extra suppofill the 6" grade math teachestruly appreciate your

time, support, and active involvement in the leargiprocess!

Math 7
We are finishing unit one on statistics and will begin unit two dealing with algebraic relationships.

edline

Heart of the learning community.

OPEN HOUSE

AL

GET CONNECTED
Ed AyS ft2ga &2dz (2 (¢
from the internet. Teachers use Edline to post
HW assignments and due dates. Parents shou
have received their activation codes in the mail
during the £'week of school Please activate
your accounts ASARvww.edline.com

If you need to activate a new account and do n
have your activation letter, please contact Davi
K. Hamrick by emaiHe will send you step by
step directions by email. He can be reached at
David_K_Hamrick@mcpsmd.org

We have 100 sixth grade parent accounts that

Monday Oct. 12. 2009 havenot been activatedq 78 seventh grade

_ _ parent accounts and 79 eighth grade parent
Come in & observe your child's classeS, || accounts. Be sure to activate your account

7:55 a.m.- 2:40 p.m. today!
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SEVENTH GRADE NEWS
Grade 7

o0You stil!]l have a | ot of ti mewdanoTheake sylastofidd!l f be
good in the world. o6
- Johnny, from The Outsiders

The

0utsulers English

Unit 1 is all about identity and the different ways authors develop characters. In

addition to a sekselected book and various poems, students are currently reading

one ofthree assigned novelst KS | R@Sy idz2NBa 2F ¢2Y { I g&SNE
Apprenticepr The Outsiders Students use their novels to explore plot and character
development. They are analyzing text, making inferences about what they read, and
demonstrating comrehension through their writing. Over the next few weeks,

students will analyze paintings in order to determine mood. They will also

participate in a Shared Inquiry discussion in preparation for an extended piece of

writing about character developmentdditionally, students are supplementing their reading and

writing by strengthening their grammar and vocabulary skills.

Read 180

Seventh graders in Read 180 are committed to making thétli@® around in their reading skills and

attitudes. Many studnts have completed their first sedklected novel and have passed Reading Counts

quizzes with flyingolors. Everyone is engagedciomputer directed activities, as well as the whole and
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Students read an article about soccer star Freddy Adu, who came from Guyana to America for a better
education. He stayed in school, even declining a $750,000 contract offer from the Italian soccer team.
Our students, like Freddy Adu, know the value of puttirgplid education first!

Science
Students successfully completed their safety unit with all scoring 100%9%
on the prerequisiteexam. Posters andshirt projects were displayed at
Backito¢School Night. Students then dpen investigating the topic of ‘
photosynthesis , one of the most important base topics for life science

studies. Other important life processes, such as @lhdspiration and
metabolismwere also studied. Students explored the concept of

G 2KFG FNB XK S2 K ANF OKIES N @K NROdZ3
will continue to develop science investigative skills begun in grade 6.

For Hispanic Heritage month students discussed the contributions of Hispanic scientists. October brings
the study of the body systems. Tbeurs of study will begin with theaspiratory system followed by
the circulatory system and digestive systems.



Foreign Language

In Spanish | G3tudents are currently finishing the first unit entitled

428t 02YS (2 { L} YyAaK dkhdwaha sphabet,¢hkS & (G dzRS
days of the week, the months of the year, and common greetings in Spanish.
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traits. They will also be able to talk about their favorite pastimes.

Students enrolled ifrrench 1Aave been practicing basic greetings and farewells, numb&gd0and
the alphabet. They havgeen labeling a world mapin Frenchg with the Frenchspeaking countries of
the world. Day®f the week, months of the yeand seasons wilbe next on the agenda.

Students irSpanish 1Aave been practicing basic greetings and farewells, numb&®@nd the
alphabet. They have been labeling a world map Spanisit with the Spanistspeaking countries of
the world. Day®f the week, months of thgear and seasons will be next on the agenda.

Social Studies
7" Grade students will be learning alitthe following topics this quarter:
e The power struggle between Kings and the Catholic Church
e The rise and fall of the Byzantine Empire
e The Crusades
¢ The Mongol Empire

Math

OurIM studentshave been using statistical applications and set theory to extiagid statistical literacy

and analytical thinking. They have been building their knowledge of mathematical relationships and
using authentic situations to investigate set relationships and to formalize vocabulary. Students have
been exploring Venn diagms and illustrating relations among number systems. After our first
Summative Unit 1 test in early October, we will kick off Unit 2 with analyzing the set of integers followed
by all operations with rational numbers.

Math 7 studentsare completing the first unit on Data Analysis. They have been working hard on
analyzing data in various formats like a stem and leaf plot and a box and whisker plot. Their next unit is
Algebraic Relationships. They will explore ways to write very large and venjnamakrs using the

laws of exponents and scientific notation.

Algebra studentsire completing their first unit on Single Variable Equations and Inequalities. They
apply these skills to real life situations using-st&p method for solving word problemdheir next unit

is an Introduction to Functions. They will begin by defining a function and work toward identifying and
graphing linear functions.




MATH INFORMATION

NIGHT

EIGHTH GRADE NEW Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2009

\ 7:30-8:30 p.m.
READ 180 " '
Eighth graders arbecoming acquaintedith the READ A math teacher from each grade level will be
180 routines andotations. They are reading on hand to talk to parents about how they can
independently and completing reading response logs that ~ Nelp their children be successful math
require them to summarize as well as reflect on their students. Resources will be shared and

NEFRAYyI® {ddRSyGa I NB ¢ 2 NJuesjoss answered! Logailpry Rosaarkg x| G f
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school and graduating. Media Center

Grade 8 Foreign Language

French 1B: Students have been practicing verbs, structures and vocabulary from Freihely haye
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geographyc all in French. Next on the agenda is a mimit on prepositions with geographical locations

and animals.

English 8
English is in thérst unitt Journeys.We have begun our novel§he Hobbitvith the GT classes and

Canyonwvith the onlevel. We focus on the major characters and how their exploration of their world
(both physical/geographical journeys and internal journeys) cause thdearn and grow

U.S. History

We are currently studying British actions that led to the Revolutionary \Maovember, we will be

going to the Smithsonian Museums to see American history paintings and artifacts that relate to what
we are studyingn class.

Algebra Prep
In October we will be wrapping up the first part of UfiitReal NumbersThe student will continue to

work with rational numbers and study the Real Number Systéhe students will also complete a
project to prove the PythagoreaTheorem.

Algebra 1A/1B

In October we will be wrapping up Unit 1 and starting UnitJait 2 is about FunctionsiVe will learn
about the properties of functions, including graphing theihe students will make the connections
between functions, slpe, and direct variation.

Science 8

In scence we will begin our unit on @teorology. Our main focus wilke the importance of air and air
pressure.Just havindinishedup our understanding of mass, density, and volume will assist in learning
about metorology
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Counseling Corner

Hello Families
LiQa KI NR FRafhasa@vied, §hdBe have

been in school for almostmonth. It seems like just

yesterday we were welcoming students to a new school

year and now Counseling Services is gamo classes to

talk about grades, eligibility, bullying preventighe sexual

harassment policyhigh schootredits and much more. If |
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you may not know how the school counselors are assigned™ e
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Each month in Counseling Corner the RPMS counseling department will give you

information on what types of activities and presentations will be shared with students. In

gradest, 7 and 8 the counselors have been in classrooms giving presentatidmdliying

prevention, sexual harassmenandschootwide discipline procedures

w»
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A few of our Future Topics Counseling Assignments
Time Management Grade & Kim Bailey
Career Exploration Grade & Yomon Mingia (Speciabsignments)
Eligibility Grade 7Ac Denise Talley
Introduction to HS Grade 78; Yomon Mingia
The 4 Cre Grade 8& Hlen Fellovs

Counseling SecretaryHelen Kreis301.924.3190
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Rosa Parks Middle SchaEbsite:
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rosaparksms/

MEDIA CENTER

The Media Center iopen to students for studpg and
homework from 2:40 until 4:00every week on Monday
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friddg addition, students can visi
from 7:30 to 7:45.m.everymorningandanytime duringg™, 7"
and 8" grack lunch
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ART

GRADES

Students recently completed the clay sculpture Unit with a Cerami
box. We are now starig our Drawing Unit.

GRADE/

Students recently completed a large circular painting project which utilized several color mixing
techniques, ultimately creating a Monochromatic artwork with Radial Symmetry. We are now
beginning a Silhouette Self Portraitoject using old fashioned coloring materials and

techniques.

GRADE3

Students recently completed both the Camera Obscura drawing tool sketches and a Photogram
picture as well. The Photogram project was their first true experience in the black ated whi
darkroom. We are now starting our Pinhole Camera Photography Unit.

Music

In General Musi¢students are learning music notation in preparation for
GKSANI t Aly2kYS@062FNR dzyAld 2S5SQ@S 02@SN
practiced rhythm pattens using drums and other percussion instruments. In
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how the keys on the piano relate to the notes on the staff.

Also, there will be &€horusgroup that will meet and reheaesafterschool on Tuesdays. Any
RPMS student, regardless of grade level or experience, is welcome to attend. See Mr. Bowden
for more information.

Physical Education & Health Education

In Physical Education and Health students are receiving instrumtion
basic motor skills. In addition they are learning concepts for moving
efficiently as they improve their physical fithess through sport
activities.




In Health Education students are learning about the following topilesital Health; Safety &
Injury Prevention; Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs; Family Life and Human Sexuality;
Disease Prevention and Control; Nutrition and Fitness; Personal and Consumer Health.

The following instructional units will be taught in Physical Education and Health forttie la
part of September and the month of October

Students will receive instruction on invasion games in physical education.
Invasion Unitinstruction, place emphases on strategies and techniques to score a goal in your

2L YSYiaQ | NBI gaaKniybubareR. e SofiRiksyaiag todtkall, capture
the- football, basketball, and soccer.

In Health Educatiorstudents will receive instruction in the harmful effectsAd€ohol, Tobacco,
andother Drugs; benefits of Nutrition and Fitnessid information regarding Family Life and
Human Sexuality; Disease Prevention and Control.

We have a great student population which we enjoy teaching and if you have any questions
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Thank pu,

Ms. Eurie,Ms. Hill, Mr. Eastham,Mr. Miller, and Mr. Foster (IRT)

FACS parents ROCK!!

The FACS (Family and Consumer Sciences) department
would like to thank all the parents who gave so
generously to our impromptu fundraiser on bakxk

school night. Our sharing of the class fee situation was
not planned; it just happened. And our parents have
taken the information and run with it. The response the
FACS department has received was unexpected and
truly gratifying. We did not get ewgone's name that

night so we could not write individual thank you notes.
We are very sorry about that. So we thought what a
great way to show the school how special our parents
are by writing this letter for all of Rosa Parks to see. We
can now maintain & ACS program that is rigorous and
relevant to the students at Rosa Parks. Thank you
parents from the bottom of our hearts.

Trina Rabovsky and Adriane Cole
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