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P R IN C IP A L 'S  G RE E TI NG 
DR. DONNA REDMOND JONES 
 

Each day as I walk through the corridors of our school, I hear the enthusiasm of students and teachers 
who are delving into rich content, engaging in critical thought and striving for excellence.   As a part of 
our first school improvement goal of enhancing the school climate, I am focused on reaching out to 
parents to keep you informed about what is happening at Rosa Parks and how you can support your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  I am very pleased with the way the school year Ƙŀǎ ōŜƎǳƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ 
commitment to fostering a positive environment for learning. 
 
¢ƻ ōŜǎǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ 
 
Attendance:  It is important that students arrive at school on time each day. When students are late to 
or absent from their classes, they can easily slip behind in their work.  They feel a considerable amount 
ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇΦ 
During the ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ tŜǊƛƻŘ ό¢!tύΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ organization, time 
management, math and reading skills.  If your child has to be absent, please contact Mrs. Fordham, our 
attendance secretary at 301-924-3180. 
 
Homework:  Most students who are underperforming are not regularly turning in their work.  Some 
students are forgetting to complete or turn in their homework or major projects. Others might forget to 
turn in class work that their teachers allowed them to take home to finish.  Homework clubs are 
available to assist students after school with their work. tŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ōȅ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ 
books at night, providing a quiet place at home for their children to work and by checking their 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ morning to ensure that completed homework is there.                                                                                         
(Continued on Page 2) 
 

P T A  P RE S ID EN T 'S  U P DAT E 
MRS. MICHELE SETTON 
 

It seems that the students and staff have settleŘ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ 
everyone, but I know my family takes a few weeks to acclimate to the schedule changes and high energy 
of the autumn months.  Somewhere in that schedule has to be time for family and reflection.  My 
reflection came earlier than usual this year, mostly due the responsibility of being a PTA president.  I 
started to question, what really is the PTA supposed to be about, besides raising money to support our 
school?  So I did some research and found the following (from the MDPTA website): 
 
PTA is the largest child advocacy organization with over 7 million members in the National PTA and 
with nearly 239,000 members in the Maryland PTA.  PTA speaks for ALL children in ALL parts of the state 
and nation.  Most laws affect the education and welfare of children are made at the state level, not by 
local governments. As a part of the State and National PTA, the local PTA units extend their influence 
beyond their community and help secure state and national action for the benefit of all children, not  

 (Continued on Page 2) 
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tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ DǊŜŜǘƛƴƎ /ƻƴǘΩŘ 
Communication: I encourage you to initiate emails to teachers if you see a concern with how much your 
child is learning or with his or her performance.  You should check Edline for updates weekly and ask 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ 
provide support and direction. The team leader can also coordinate support and can set up a parent 
conference for you if you request one.   Due to time limitations, parents will be invited to conference 
times on November 11thΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΣ олм.924.3190. 
 
Extracurricular activities make school fun. I encourage your child to stay 
after school for the upcoming Fall Dance on October 9th from 2:45 ς 5:00 
p.m.  Students should bring extra money to purchase pizza, popcorn and 
sodas.  We encourage parents to pick up their children at 5 p.m., 
however activity buses will also be available.  Red Ribbon Week will be 
celebrated during the Week of October 26th to encourage students to 
stay alcohol and drug-ŦǊŜŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ άDrug Free is the KeyΦέ 
All students and staff are encouraged to wear red on Oct. 30th. Shirts 
are available for pre-sale in the school store. 
 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ on October 6th, and students will receive their report 
cards on November 11th. I look forward to having a very productive year!   
 
In the future, the Dolphin Digest will only be published on the website.  If you desire a hard copy to be 
sent home with your child each month, please call Ms. Ellis at 301.924.3180. 

 

 

P T A  P r e s i d e n t ' s  U p d a t e  /ƻƴǘΩd   

only their own.  PTA work is directed to anything involving the lives of children--school, home, 
community, family or peers. We care what influences and molds children's attitudes and behavior. 

I always joined because it was the thing to do.  I never thought about the fact that when you join PTA, 
you immediately become a member of both State and National organizations as well as your local PTA 
unit, a powerful group working toward improving education for all children. 

¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƛǎ ǎƻcial networking, a term that meant something 
completely different for me until I had pre-ǘŜŜƴ ϧ ǘŜŜƴ ŀƎŜ ƪƛŘǎΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ όȅŜǘύΣ 
this generally refers to internet sites like Facebook, MySpace and twitter.  Your children know what 
thesŜ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ  ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ 
someone who has access.  This was one of those things that for me to feel comfortable allowing my kids 
to access I had to know more.  So yes, I do Facebook; in ŦŀŎǘ L ŜƴƧƻȅ ƛǘΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΣ 
but it has made me think that perhaps this is an area where the PTA might be able to help parents who 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ 
meetings/discussion groups so that you can not only get more information, but talk to other parents 
ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΦ  ²ŜΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ 

SAVE THE DATES: MSAs Grade 6ñMarch 8, 9, 12, 15th;    Grades 7 & 8ñMarch 10, 11, 16, 17th  
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from this kind of forum.    Feel free to email me or any of the vice presidents if you have a suggestion.  
Our email addresses are all available on the PTA website:  www.rpmspta.org. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ōƭƛƴƪΤ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΣ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƴƻǿΗ 
 

S I X TH  G RAD E  NE W S 

 
6th graders, teachers, administrators, and counselors enjoyed the 6th grade dance on September 22nd 
after school.  An estimated 90% of the 6th graders attended the fun, team building event.  Thanks to all 

of our parents who helped out at the dance, selling tickets and refreshments. 
  
On October 19th, all 6th graders and teachers will be attending the production of 
άTree Boyέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hƭƴŜȅ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ фΥол ŀƳ - 11:30 am.  The play centers 
around important environmental issues which ties in with the 6th grade science  
curriculum, first quarter. 
  

On October 30th, 22 sixth graders and their science teachers will sail the Chesapeake Bay outside of 
Annapolis on an authentic, historic skipjack vessel.  The students will drudge for oysters, conduct water 
quality tests, collect marine organisms, and learn all about the health of the Chesapeake Bay and what 
we as citizens can do to protect this valuable natural resource.  Information will be coming home about 
this trip the first week of October.  Students interested in the trip will write letters to their Science 
teachers, and from there, teachers will randomly select students to attend the trip, since there are 
limited spaces due to the size of the vessel and Coast Guard regulations.  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎcience 
teacher with any questions. 
  

English  
All English classes are engaged in the Foundations Unit for Quarter One.  We are 
reviewing basic writing techniques, such as paragraph composition, including topic 
sentences and supporting details.  Students have also begun reading a core novel 
(either Maniac Magee or The View from Saturday) and have nightly reading 
assignments in the novel.  As we move toward the end of the quarter, students will 
ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ άŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜȅ 
are today.  We will also research famous leaders and discuss what traits were 
foundational in their success. 

  

Reading  
The Reading unit this quarter focuses on building strong foundations for students as readers.  Students 
will be learning reading strategies that will help them make better sense of their reading and they will 
be applying those strategies to text.  All Reading 6 classes have visited the Media Center for orientation 
and book check-out.  Your child should be reading for 20 minutes per night in addition to his or her 
other homework.  The first of two Independent Reading Assessments (IRAs) has been assigned and is 
due in early October.  The exact due date and deadline for this assignment varies depending on your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ǌeading teacher; check Edline for this information.   
  

Science   
6th grade students are studying Ecology during the first quarter of IS 6 
Science.  They have recently received information about their Baltimore 
Checkerspot Butterfly project, which will be due on Oct. 22nd.  The 

http://www.rpmspta.org/
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project involves writing a proposal to restore habitats of the Checkerspot butterflies, since they are the 
Maryland state insect and are now endangered. 
  

Social Studies 
The Social Studies unit this quarter focuses on geography and its impact on human settlement.  So far, 
we have been working on map and atlas skills with students as well as the creation and use of timelines.  
Within the next few days we will start investigating early human groups, beginning with hunters and 
gatherers.  We will track the reasons for hunters and gatherers becoming farmers and the rationale for 
building the first cities and civilizations.  Through this lens we will discuss the impact of geography on 
human choices and decisions and connect it to modern world examples. 
  

Math 6  
In Math 6, we will be finishing Unit 1 on graphing data and analyzing statistics and starting Unit 2.  Unit 2 
will begin with a focus on decimals.  Students will learn how to identify and read decimal place value, 
compare, and put them in ascending or descending order.  Students will also solve problems using the 
four operations and decimals.  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
daily lessons.  This provides them the opportunity to recall information from the day and be proud of 
what they know and have learned.  You can use several websites located on our Rosa Parks webpage 
under Academics and Math for extra support.  All the 6th grade math teachers truly appreciate your 
time, support, and active involvement in the learning process! 
  

Math 7  
We are finishing unit one on statistics and will begin unit two dealing with algebraic relationships. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OPEN HOUSE 

           Monday, Oct. 12, 2009 
Come in & observe your child's classes. 
                  7:55 a.m. - 2:40 p.m. 

GET CONNECTEDΧΦ 
EdƭƛƴŜ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ 
from the internet.  Teachers use Edline to post 
HW assignments and due dates. Parents should 
have received their activation codes in the mail 
during the 1st week of school.  Please activate 
your accounts ASAP.  www.edline.com 
 
If you need to activate a new account and do not 
have your activation letter, please contact David 
K. Hamrick by email.  He will send you step by 
step directions by email. He can be reached at:  
David_K_Hamrick@mcpsmd.org 
 
We have 100 sixth grade parent accounts that 
have not been activated, 78 seventh grade 
parent accounts and 79 eighth grade parent 
accounts.  Be sure to activate your account 
today! 
 

http://www.edline.com/
mailto:David_K_Hamrick@mcpsmd.org
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S E V EN TH  G R ADE  N EW S 
 

Grade 7 
 

òYou still have a lot of time to make yourself be what you want.  The reõs still lots of 

good in the world.ó 

   -  Johnny, from The Outsiders  
  

English  
Unit 1 is all about identity and the different ways authors develop characters.  In 
addition to a self-selected book and various poems, students are currently reading 
one of three assigned novels:  ¢ƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ƻƳ {ŀǿȅŜǊΣ ¢ƘŜ aƛŘǿƛŦŜΩǎ 
Apprentice, or The Outsiders.  Students use their novels to explore plot and character 
development.  They are analyzing text, making inferences about what they read, and 
demonstrating comprehension through their writing.  Over the next few weeks, 
students will analyze paintings in order to determine mood.  They will also 
participate in a Shared Inquiry discussion in preparation for an extended piece of 

writing about character development.  Additionally, students are supplementing their reading and 
writing by strengthening their grammar and vocabulary skills.   

  

Read 180 
Seventh graders in Read 180 are committed to making the 180o turn around in their reading skills and 
attitudes. Many students have completed their first self-selected novel and have passed Reading Counts 
quizzes with flying colors. Everyone is engaged in computer directed activities, as well as the whole and 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά¢ƘŜ bŜǿ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΦέ  
 
Students read an article about soccer star Freddy Adu, who came from Guyana to America for a better 
education. He stayed in school, even declining a $750,000 contract offer from the Italian soccer team. 
Our students, like Freddy Adu, know the value of putting a solid education first!   

 

Science 
Students successfully completed their safety unit with all scoring 100% 
on the pre-requisite exam.  Posters and t-shirt projects were displayed at  
BackςtoςSchool Night.  Students then began investigating the topic of 
photosynthesis , one of the most important base topics for life science 
studies.  Other important life processes, such as cellular respiration and 
metabolism, were also studied.  Students explored the concept of                
ά ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΚέ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
will continue to develop science investigative skills begun in grade 6. 

 
For Hispanic Heritage month students discussed the contributions of Hispanic scientists.  October brings 
the study of the body systems.  The course of study will begin with the respiratory system followed by 
the circulatory system and digestive systems.   
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Foreign Language 
In Spanish I GT students are currently finishing the first unit entitled 
ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ /ƭŀǎǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭd know the alphabet, the 

days of the week, the months of the year, and common greetings in Spanish.  
CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǳƴƛǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ άDŜǘǘƛƴƎ 

!ŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘΦέ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
describe their oǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ 

traits.  They will also be able to talk about their favorite pastimes.   
 

Students enrolled in French 1A have been practicing basic greetings and farewells, numbers 0-100, and 
the alphabet.  They have been labeling a world map ς in French ς with the French-speaking countries of 
the world.  Days of the week, months of the year and seasons will be next on the agenda. 
 

Students in Spanish 1A have been practicing basic greetings and farewells, numbers 0-100 and the  
alphabet.  They have been labeling a world map ς in Spanish ς with the Spanish-speaking countries of 
the world.  Days of the week, months of the year and seasons will be next on the agenda. 

 

Social Studies 
7th Grade students will be learning about the following topics this quarter: 

 The power struggle between Kings and the Catholic Church 

 The rise and fall of the Byzantine Empire 

 The Crusades 

 The Mongol Empire 
 

Math 
Our IM students have been using statistical applications and set theory to expand their statistical literacy 
and analytical thinking.  They have been building their knowledge of mathematical relationships and 
using authentic situations to investigate set relationships and to formalize vocabulary.  Students have 
been exploring Venn diagrams and illustrating relations among number systems.  After our first 
Summative Unit 1 test in early October, we will kick off Unit 2 with analyzing the set of integers followed 
by all operations with rational numbers.   
 
Math 7 students are completing their first unit on Data Analysis.  They have been working hard on 
analyzing data in various formats like a stem and leaf plot and a box and whisker plot.  Their next unit is 
Algebraic Relationships.  They will explore ways to write very large and very small numbers using the 
laws of exponents and scientific notation. 
 
Algebra students are completing their first unit on Single Variable Equations and Inequalities.  They 
apply these skills to real life situations using a 5-step method for solving word problems.  Their next unit 
is an Introduction to Functions.  They will begin by defining a function and work toward identifying and 
graphing linear functions. 
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MATH INFORMATION 

NIGHT  
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2009 

  7:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
 

A math teacher from each grade level will be 

on hand to talk to parents about how they can 

help their children be successful math 

students. Resources will be shared and 

questions answered!  Location: Rosa Parks 

Middle School Pinkney -Murkey  

Media Center 

 
E IG HTH  G RAD E  N E WS 
 

READ 180  
Eighth graders are becoming acquainted with the READ 
180 routines and rotations.  They are reading 
independently and completing reading response logs that 
require them to summarize as well as reflect on their 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǳƴƛǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά9ȅŜǎ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ tǊƛȊŜΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
school and graduating. 

 

Grade 8 Foreign Language  
French 1B:  Students have been practicing verbs, structures and vocabulary from French 1A; they have 
ōŜŜƴ ƘƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ Řŀƛƭȅ άǎǇŜŜŎƘŜǎέ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƭŀǎǎƳŀǘŜǎΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ having 
reviewed ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǳƴƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƎǳƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ CǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ 
geography ς all in French.  Next on the agenda is a mini-unit on prepositions with geographical locations 
and animals.   
 

English 8 
English is in the first unitτJourneys.  We have begun our novels, The Hobbit with the GT classes and 
Canyons with the on-level.  We focus on the major characters and how their exploration of their world 
(both physical/geographical journeys and internal journeys) cause them to learn and grow. 
   

U.S. History 
We are currently studying British actions that led to the Revolutionary War.  In November, we will be 
going to the Smithsonian Museums to see American history paintings and artifacts that relate to what 
we are studying in class.   
 

Algebra Prep 
In October we will be wrapping up the first part of Unit 1: Real Numbers.  The student will continue to 
work with rational numbers and study the Real Number System.  The students will also complete a 
project to prove the Pythagorean Theorem.   
  

Algebra 1A/1B 
In October we will be wrapping up Unit 1 and starting Unit 2.  Unit 2 is about Functions.  We will learn 
about the properties of functions, including graphing them.  The students will make the connections 
between functions, slope, and direct variation. 
  

Science 8 
In science we will begin our unit on meteorology. Our main focus will be the importance of air and air 
pressure.  Just having finished up our understanding of mass, density, and volume will assist in learning 
about meteorology.  
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A few of our Future Topics 
Time Management 
Career Exploration 

Eligibility 
Introduction to HS 

The 4 Core 

Counseling Assignments 
Grade 6 ς    Kim Bailey 
Grade 6 ς    Yomon Mingia (Special Assignments) 
Grade 7A ς  Denise Talley 
Grade 7B ς  Yomon Mingia 
Grade 8 ς     Ellen Fellows 
Counseling Secretary ς Helen Kreis, 301.924.3190 
301.924.3190 

 

The Media Center is open to students for studying and     
homework from 2:40 until 4:00 every week on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday.  In addition, students can visit 
from 7:30 to 7:45 a.m. every morning and anytime during 6th, 7th 
and 8th grade lunch.  

 
Counseling Corner  
 
Hello Families: 
 LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ Fall has arrived, and we have 
been in school for almost a month.  It seems like just 
yesterday we were welcoming students to a new school 
year and now Counseling Services is going into classes to 
talk about grades, eligibility, bullying prevention, the sexual 
harassment policy, high school credits and much more.  If 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wta{ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ, then 
you may not know how the school counselors are assigned 
thiǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  {ƻΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ   
 Each month in Counseling Corner the RPMS counseling department will give you 
information on what types of activities and presentations will be shared with students.  In 
grades 6, 7 and 8 the counselors have been in classrooms giving presentations on bullying 
prevention, sexual harassment and school-wide discipline procedures. 

   
            
            

   

b9² Chw bh±9a.9wΧ[ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ all new  
Rosa Parks Middle School Website: 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rosaparksms/ 
           

 

                        MEDIA CENTER  

 

 

 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rosaparksms/
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ART     
 

GRADE 6 
 
Students recently completed the clay sculpture Unit with a Ceramic 
box.  We are now starting our Drawing Unit. 
 

GRADE 7 
 
Students recently completed a large circular painting project which utilized several color mixing 
techniques, ultimately creating a Monochromatic artwork with Radial Symmetry.  We are now 
beginning a Silhouette Self Portrait project using old fashioned coloring materials and 
techniques. 
 

GRADE 8  
 
Students recently completed both the Camera Obscura drawing tool sketches and a Photogram 
picture as well.  The Photogram project was their first true experience in the black and white 
darkroom.  We are now starting our Pinhole Camera Photography Unit.  
 
  

   MUSIC 
 
In General Music, students are learning music notation in preparation for 
ǘƘŜƛǊ tƛŀƴƻκYŜȅōƻŀǊŘ ǳƴƛǘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘǊŜōƭŜ ŎƭŜŦ ƴƻǘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
practiced rhythm patterns using drums and other percussion instruments. In 

ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ LΩƭƭ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎǎ ŎƭŜŦ ƴƻǘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ 
how the keys on the piano relate to the notes on the staff.  

 
Also, there will be a Chorus group that will meet and rehearse afterschool on Tuesdays. Any 
RPMS student, regardless of grade level or experience, is welcome to attend. See Mr. Bowden 
for more information.  
 
 

 
Physical Education & Health Education 
 
In Physical Education and Health students are receiving instruction on 
basic motor skills. In addition they are learning concepts for moving 
efficiently as they improve their physical fitness through sport 
activities. 
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In Health Education students are learning about the following topics: Mental Health; Safety & 
Injury Prevention; Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs; Family Life and Human Sexuality; 
Disease Prevention and Control; Nutrition and Fitness; Personal and Consumer Health. 
 
The following instructional units will be taught in Physical Education and Health for the latter 
part of September and the month of October 
 
Students will receive instruction on invasion games in physical education. 
 
Invasion Unit Instruction, place emphases on strategies and techniques to score a goal in your 
ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŘŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ goal in your area. The activities are:  flag football, capture- 
the- football, basketball, and soccer.  
 
 
In Health Education students will receive instruction in the harmful effects of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
and other Drugs; benefits of Nutrition and Fitness; and information regarding Family Life and 
Human Sexuality; Disease Prevention and Control. 
 
We have a great student population which we enjoy teaching and if you have any questions 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ 
 
Thank you, 
 
Ms. Eurie,  Ms. Hill,  Mr. Eastham,  Mr. Miller,  and Mr. Foster (IRT)         
 
 
FACS parents ROCK!!! 
 
The FACS (Family and Consumer Sciences) department 
would like to thank all the parents who gave so 
generously to our impromptu fundraiser on back-to-
school night.  Our sharing of the class fee situation was 
not planned; it just happened.  And our parents have 
taken the information and run with it.  The response the 
FACS department has received was unexpected and 
truly gratifying.  We did not get everyone's name that 
night so we could not write individual thank you notes. 
We are very sorry about that. So we thought what a 
great way to show the school how special our parents 
are by writing this letter for all of Rosa Parks to see.  We 
can now maintain a FACS program that is rigorous and 
relevant to the students at Rosa Parks.  Thank you 
parents from the bottom of our hearts.    
Trina Rabovsky and Adriane Cole 


