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     T H E  W A V E  

F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T  
H 1 N 1  ( S W I N E  F L U )  

Q: What is swine flu? 

A: Swine flu is a strain of virus that shares 

genes with flu viruses that affect pigs. The 

swine flu outbreak began in April 2009. It can 

be passed from pigs to human beings. It is 

causing illness in humans, and as of June 2009, 

was declared pandemic by the World Health 

Organization. 

 

Q: Why is this flu different from other flus? 

A: There are thousands of different kinds of 

viruses that can cause the flu. New strains 

develop frequently, and each one is differ-

ent from the one before it. The seasonal flu 

is actually comprised of several different 

strains of flu. Swine flu is a new, different 

strain of virus.  

 

Q: How is the swine flu transmitted? 

A: The swine flu is transmitted just the 

way any viral disease is transmitted 

through person-to-person contact. One 

person touches something someone 

with a virus has already touched, or 

droplets in the air which came from a 

sneeze or a cough of a person who has the 

swine flu spread to another person. 

 

Q: What are the symptoms of swine flu? 

A: Symptoms of swine flu are the same as typi-

cal flu symptoms. Fever, cough, sore throat, 

body aches, headache, chills and fatigue are the 

most prevalent symptoms. Some patients report 

diarrhea and vomiting, too. 

 

Q: Do people die from swine flu? 

A: You can die, but most do not. 

 

Q: I never come into contact with pigs. Am I 

safe from swine flu? 

A: No, this is a myth. Transmission of the 

virus doesn't require you to come 

into contact with pigs. It can pass 

from one human to another. Ac-

cording to the CDC (Center for 

Disease Control), there is some 

evidence that people who do come 

into contact regularly with pigs may 

be immune to the swine flu. 

 

Interview of a 6th grader, who had 

swine flu: 

Q: When did you have swine flu? 

A: The start of August. 

Q: What symptoms did you have? 

A: I had headaches, a sore throat, and cough. 

I also had a fever of 100° and more for a 

while. 

Q: Do you know how you got swine flu? 

A: Iôm not positively sure, but I was swim-

ming for like a week right before I got it. 

Q: Did anyone else in your family get it? 

A: Yes, my Dad and my Nana. 

Q: How long were you sick? 

A: I was sick for like a week to two weeks. 

Q: Did you get a shot for it before or after? 

A: No, I have never gotten a shot for swine 

flu. 

Q: Do you think that youôll get it again? 

A: No. 

Q: Did you die while you had swine flu? 

A: ééNo. 

By: Mitchell Porter 
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R O S A  P A R K S  N E W S ð 6 T H  G R A D E  D A N C E  
By: Meghan Proctor 

The 6th grade dance was on September 22, 2009. It was so much fun! 

There was a DJ who played the music, snacks and drinks were on sale, and there 

were lots of kids and teachers! You could dance to the music, get something to 

eat, or just chill out and talk with your friends. The dance started right after 

school and ended at 4:00. Activity buses were there to pick up and take the kids 

home. There were also many parents there waiting at the door to pick up their 

kids. Donôt worry if you didnôt come. There will be many more school dances 

throughout the year! 

I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  M S .  B E A C H  
By: ñPublish-Shyò 

Q: Where did you grow up? 

A: Germantown, Maryland. 

 

Q: The best and worst things about growing up in  

Germantown? 
A: BestðThere were a lot of places to Shop! Worstð

Cow Fields (farms), pastures, and open land. 

 

Q: What was your job before teaching? 
A: Iôve been teaching since I was out of college; in 

high school, I taught ballet, tap, and jazz. 

 

Q: Do you like your job? 
A: Yes, I like teaching English. 

 

Q: What did you want to be when you were younger? 

A: A Teacher or an accountant. 

Q: What is your favorite color? 
A: PINK! 

 

Q: What is your favorite ice cream flavor? 

A: Chocolate. 

 

Q: What is the funniest thing that has happened 

while teaching? 

A: People falling out of their chairs. 

 

Q: What is your favorite genre of music, and what is 

your favorite book? 

A:  MusicðPop and Hip-Hop. Booksï Realistic Fic-

tion. 

U S  K I D S  A N D  O U R  F A D S  
By: Bridget MacDonald 

 Step into Rosa Parks and automatically you will hear kids talking about the latest trends, movies, web-

sites, and the ñlatest technologyò like, ñOMG, she got the enV touch!ò and whose number they just got.  These 

are our fads and in thirty years we will probably be saying, ñWhat were we thinking!ò  We are obsessed with a 

variety of things from movies to boots. According to many people,  this is whatôs ñinò.  

· Twilight (right now itôs fading, but once New Moon premiers, you know it will come back at lightning 

speed!) 

· Wearing pajama pants to school (Why? Are they THAT comfy?) 

· Facebook (You guys do know this was originally made for COLLEGE kids, right!?) 

· YouTube (This will probably NEVER fade, who doesnôt love random videos?!) 

· Skinny/colored jeans (Their awesome, nuf said!) 

Continued on Page 4 
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T O P  T E N  M O S T  P O P U L A R  S P O R T S  I N  T H E  W O R L D  
By: Bridget MacDonald 

 You probably think football is a really popular sport, right? When youôre talking about America, youôre 

right; however, in the entire world, it doesnôt even make the top ten. Itôs a shocker, right? According to 

www.onlinesportscommunity.com, these are the top ten sports of the world: 

10. Netball. Mostly women in Australia, England, the Caribbean, and South Pacific play this sport, which is 

closely related to basketball. Netball is an Olympic sport. 

9. Cricket.  Cricket is played with eleven players on each 

team. The goal is for a batsmen 

is to score a run. 

8. Gymnastics. Gymnastics is an 

Olympic sport performed by boys and girls, 

and you should know what it is! 

7. Swimming. Swimming is an Olympic sport which 

consists of four strokes: backstroke, breaststroke, butterfly, 

and freestyle. Swimmers race in these four events, but also 

in relays and Individual Medley or I.M. (all for strokes in 

one race.) Fact: RMSC (Rockville Montgomery Swim 

Club) is the number one swim team in America, and itôs 

located right here in Montgomery County! 

6. Tennis. A game played between two or four people, 

where the ball is hit back and forth over a net with a 

racket. 

5. Water Sports. Like, diving, synchronized swimming, 

water skiing, and water polo. 

4. Rugby. Think football, without pads, ouch. 

3. Basketball. players put a ball through a hoop. óNuf said. 

2. Volleyball. Players hit a ball over a net with their fists, try-

ing not to hit the floor. 

1. SOCCER! You know it, you kick the ball, then try to 

SCORE!   
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WORLDõS TALLEST HORSE 
By: Amanda Fitzhugh 

 The current tallest horse world-record holder, Remington, 

from Princeton in Texas, measures a mere 80 inches.  

 Miss Thompson, herself just 5ft 3in, said: ñWe want to get the 

Guinness guys here as soon as possible.  

 ñWe have known for a while that he could be the tallest horse 

in the world, we just need to get the official documents that the peo-

ple in London want to see.  

 ñPoe is 20.2 hands and I know that Remington is 80 inches 

tall, so that means that Poe has him beat.ò  

 Poe weighs 3000lb (1.5 tons), stands 10 feet tall with his head raised, and consumes two bales of hay, 

10lb of grain and 75 gallons of water each day.  

 The huge Clydesdale used to work as a dray horse in London, Ontario, pulling a cart filled with crates 

of beer. Now Miss Thompson displays the equine giant to amazed onlookers.  

 She said: ñWe take him to fairs across Lambton County.  

 ñHe is extremely popular, but his size always means people keep a cautious distance from him - al-

though they shouldnôt, as he is a real puppy.  

 ñBut he does sometime forget his strength and drags me along if he wants to play or go chasing some-

thing that has caught his attention.ò  

 Courtesy of: World tallest horse-telegraph. 

· Uggs (You got to admit, they are soooo soft!)  

· Texting/Texting language (Canôt anybody just TALK!?)  

· Guys wearing pants really low (I mean really low, sometimes they even have to waddle. one wordé. 

GROSS!) 

· Converse (I guess their cute, but theyôll probably be gone in a few years.) 

· Aero, Abercrombie, and Hollister (Iôll admit, they have some cute clothes!) 

· Plastic jewelry (Justé Why?) 

· Neon/bright colors (THEY POP!) 

· Flip flops in the winter (Donôt your feet get cold?!) 

· Peace signs (Bringing back the hippies!) 

· IPods (They rock!) 

· Tote bags as backpacks (Doesnôt your shoulder get sore?!)  

· Graphic tees (They are cute and clever!) 

· Full keyboard/touch screen cell phones (THEY ARE AWESOME!) 

U S  K I D S  A N D  O U R  F A D S  ( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  2 )  


