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Dolphin Digest 
              
                 A NEWSLETTER OF ROSA M. PARKS MIDDLE SCHOOL       JUNE  2010 

GREETINGS FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

    

    

 
 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ will come a time when you believe everything is finished.  That 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΦέ 

           
The end of the year has arrived, and we are saying farewell to our eighth grade students.  I hope 
that each of them will work to maximize their opportunities in high school.  For the rising ninth 
graders this really is a new beginning.  
      
For the rising seventh and eighth grade students, who will now be taking on leadership roles 
among their peers ŀǘ wƻǎŀ tŀǊƪǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ Extended Year 

Program (EYP) will begin on Tuesday, July 6, 2010.  Five summer school classes will be offered at Rosa Parks: 
Focus on Math 7, Reading Intervention 6, Math Intervention 6, Math Intervention 8, and Focus on Algebra.  
Reading intervention classes for students going into the 7th and 8th grades will be offered at Farquhar Middle 
School.  Farquhar will also offer a Math Intervention 7 class that will be open to Rosa Parks students.  We have 
just confirmed that transportation from RPMS to Farquhar will  be available for any Rosa Parks students who 
will be taking a summer course offered at Farquhar.  Mr. Jason Volz is the Extended Year Program coordinator.  
Please contact him with questions at 301-924-3180, or by email, Jason_Volz@mcpsmd.org. 
 
There is still time for interested rising 7th and 8th graders to register for Mr. Dan Goldman's "Exploring the 
Universe" course.  This summer fun course runs from July 19th - 30th.  The registration form is included in this 
newsletter and available on our website.  
 
The orientation program for any incoming sixth grade students will occur throughout the month of July.  
Families should have received their child's assigned dates.  If there is any conflict with students attending 
during their assigned time, please contact Ms. Kreis in the Counseling Office, 301-924-3190. 
 
Throughout the summer students should work on their summer math and reading packets a bit at a time to 
help retain skills learned this school year.  If students need help with any portions of the summer math packet, 
we are planning to hold two evening help sessions in August (pending budget approval).  The dates are to be 
determined.  Please look for updates in my summer mailing. 
 
I would like to congratulate Mrs. Jen Van Petten, and the RPMS band and orchestra on two extraordinary 
concerts.  I continue to be amazed at the talent of our young musicians.   I would also like to thank Mrs. Cory 
Link for directing a very entertaining variety show.  Rosa Parks is indeed bursting with talent! 
 
As my very first year as a principal comes to a close, I want to thank this community for warmly welcoming me, 
and I want to thank the RPMS students and staff for putting forth their best efforts every day.  I want to 
especially thank our PTA President, Mrs. Michele Setton, who has worked as a partner with me to provide the 
best opportunities for our students.  I am grateful to all of you for entrusting me with the education and 
welfare of your children.  I will always take that responsibility very seriously. 
 
Have a restful, rejuvenating summer vacation!
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GRADE 6
 

Reading 
 
Sixth graders have completed their last Home 
Reading Log for the year and the last Independent 
Reading Assessment is due on Friday, June 4th.  
Summer reading packets for rising seventh graders 
will be distributed the last week of school and will 
be available through the Rosa Parks website.  All 
books and magazines that have been checked out 
of the Media Center must be returned on Friday, 
June 4th. 

 
English 
 

We ended the 
quarter with a 
brief 
introduction to 
the work of 
William 
Shakespeare; 
students 
created theater 
companies and 
presented 

scenes from one of three Shakespearean plays (A 
aƛŘǎǳƳƳŜǊ bƛƎƘǘΩǎ 5ǊŜŀƳ, As You Like It, or 
Romeo and Juliet).  Students will receive a study 
guide for the final exam by June 4 and will spend 
several days reviewing concepts studied this 
semester before exams begin on June 9. 

 
Math 6 

 
Students are reviewing for the final exam. They will 
be reviewing fractions, decimals, and percents, 
statistics, and geometry. Students will be tested 
over units 1, 2, and 3 on their final exams.  
 
Math 7 
 
Students are finishing unit 5, functional 
relationships. They are learning to graph linear 
functions, solve function tables, interpret graphs, 
and expand geometric and arithmetic sequences. 
The end of unit 5 test will be the final exam.  
 

 
Social Studies 
 
At the end of Q4, students will be learning how 
religions affect cultures around the world.  
Students will study ancient and modern day 
cultures and analyze how religion can positively or 
negatively affect their culture.   
 
 
Science 
 
Sixth grade science students worked on their 
alternative energy projects and constructed 
models of solar collectors in class the week of May 
24th. Teams of students tested  their solar 
collectors outdoors, the end of that week.  
Students will have a unit exam on their Alternative 
Energy unit during exam week. 
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 òGood night, good night! Parting is such sweet sorrow,  

That I shall say good night till it be morrow.ó 
- Romeo and Juliet , Act II, Scene 2  

 

 
English 
7

th
 graders may be able to relate to Juliet when she uses this oxymoron to express how leaving a person or 

ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ōƻǘƘ άǎǿŜŜǘέ ŀƴŘ άǎƻǊǊƻǿŦǳƭΦέ  Iƻǿ ǎǿŜŜǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
school year, while at the same time, they may feel just a little sadness (maybe!) as they say goodbye to friends 
and teachers.  Students will finish the school year by writing a multi-ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ 
ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŀȅΣ ! aƛŘǎǳƳƳŜǊ bƛƎƘǘΩǎ 5ǊŜŀm.  Following the final exam for 
Unit 4, students will receive their summer reading assignment.  A copy of the assignment will also be available 
on the Rosa Parks website. 
 

READ 180 ς Grade 7 
Students are currently working on a unit about the Harlem RenaisǎŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŜƳƻƛǊ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά.ŀŘ .ƻȅΣέ 
by Walter Dean Myers as well as poetry by Langston Hughes.  The unit also teaches the history of Harlem and the 
significance of the period known as the Harlem Renaissance.  It ties in their previous knowledge from the biography Having 
Our Say, which they read in grade 6.  The unit focuses on the reading strategy of making inferences.  Students will continue 
reading independently and completing individual writing journals. 

 

Social Studies 
Seventh grade World Studies students will finish the last few weeks of school studying the Renaissance and European 
Explorers.  This will make for a smooth transition for all 7

th
 graders moving up to 8

th
 grade U.S. History next year.  As 8

th
 

graders, students will start off the year learning about the 13 colonies. 

 

Science 
Grade 7 science has been a challenging and exciting year.  Throughout the year students have developed lab 
science skills and learned to consider different perspectives when analyzing data.  Learning to work and think 
like a scientist is one of the MCPS objectives for science.  Students are currently finishing the Sound and Light 
Unit. Explorations were conducted about producing sound, observing the nature of light using mirrors and 
lenses, and using a slinky to observe the properties of waves. In the last two weeks of school, teachers will 
introduce students to selected astronomy units as a preview for their grade 8 earth science studies. 
 

Math 7 
Students are on Unit 5, Functional Relationships.  Students are determining patterns from a sequence of 
numbers, identifying arithmetic and geometric sequences, determining the rule and graphing linear equations, 
computing and graphing function tables, and identifying the slope of a line by using a graph or ordered pairs.  
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘ р ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǇŀŎƪŜǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘ р ǘŜǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŜȄŀƳ ƎǊŀŘŜΦ 
 

IM 
IM is finishing the year with probability.  Students will be reviewing simple to more complex situations.  The 
final exam will be the end-of-unit test for unit 7.  Students should have received a study guide for the unit to be 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ specific date in order to review the packet.   
 

Algebra 
This has been a very successful and challenging year for all Algebra students.  The 7

th
 grade classes came in 1

st
 

and 2
nd

 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǘƘ aŀŘƴŜǎǎ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ I{! Ψǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ gearing up for the 
final exam.  Algebra students are finishing Unit 7 as we look at exponential functions.  We will explore 
ŜȄǇƻƴŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƻƴŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŘŜŎŀȅΦ  bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ IƻƴƻǊǎ DŜƻƳŜǘǊȅΗ  
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Retirements 
 

 
 
 
 

Mark Coffin,           
Media Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Trina Rabovsky,           
FACS Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your many years of service to Rosa Parks! 
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Congratulations to the following 
ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘέ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΗΗΗ 

 

February and March -  Grade 6 
  
Hannah Brown  Grace Vendetti 
Samantha Schwartz Ryan Wilhelm 
Josie Bulitt  Julie Horowitz 
Alan Kristall  Spencer Matthews 
Chelsea Bovel  Matt Strosnider 
Taylor Andrews  Emily Yankanich 
Katelyn Diss  Paris Clark 
Eric Bergman  Madeline Mathews 
Karleigh Gibbons Zachary Wilson 
Steven Witkin  Katherine Esser 
 
  
February and March ς Grade 7 
 
Gianna Bartolini  Kristina Falcon 
Zach Watkins  Laura Bastings 
Domenica Esparza Nina Moss 
Kristin Stitzlein  Devon Richman 
Dani Banda  Devin Rogers 
Sarah Hughes  Katherine Carrera 
Austin Grass  Conner Locander 
Ann Feinroth  Mario Adams 
Adib Afnan  Andy Miller 
Paul Macrae  Connor Loughran 
Gavin Mangolas  Kaleigh Williams 
Joseph Byrd  Maya Ben-Yosef 
 
 

February and March ς Grade 8 
 
Burook Affa  Kirsi Singleton 
Rachel Harrison  Ester Lee 
Kyle Melnick  Daniel Ryczek 
Kyle Reynolds  Grant Johnstone 
Nathan Turner  Adi Chazoom 
Summer White  Kobie James 
Claudia Gomez  Kimberly Vielhaber 
David Shapiro  Leon Jacobs 
Ryan Strong  Stephanie Cuzmar 
Troy Pascoe  Rebecca Armour 
Esha Tariq  Joseph Wetzel 
Haroula Tzamaras   
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Music Department News 
 

What a spectacular year in music for our young musicians!  
Congratulations to the Symphonic Band and Advanced 
Orchestra members for representing Rosa Parks at the 
Maryland State Band and Orchestra Festivals this May.  Both 
groups returned with superior ratings.  Judges were impressed 
ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘ 
resonant spirit of the composer.  He would love your rendition 
ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎΦέ  ά/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳǇŜǊō ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀΦέ 
 

The following students also participated in the Maryland State Solo and Ensemble Festivals and 
earned Superior ratings: 
 
Ameerat Olatunde 
Danielle Getsy 
Elizabeth Mendoza 
Ian Poe-Yamagata 
Joan Kim 
Junie Wu 
Kaitlyn Heo 
Caitlin Loh 
Katherine Payson 
Vivian Bland 
Rachel Cox 
Larisa Quirk 
Jean Yu 
Hannah Kim 
Allison Cannon 
Alex Witkin 
Ashley Magliaro 
Emily Gibson 
Jesse Milliner 
Ryan Carter 
Laura Knipe 
Swetha Cuddapah 

Maryann Agnello 
Carly Weed 
Joe DeLorimer 
Chad Lilley 
E.J. Audibert 
Karyna Todd 
Nicolette Zillich 
Kevin Carr 
Vinod Siberry 
Brian Hughes 
Marisa Mancini 
Amanda Hayes-Puttfarcken 
 
The following students participated in the 
Maryland State Solo and Ensemble Festivals and 
earned Excellent ratings: 
 
Adi Chazoom 
Haroula Tzamaras 
Katie Murphy 
Greta Cady 
/ƻƭƭŜŜƴ hΩbŜƛƭl

 

 

ά{²99¢ {¦//9{{έ 
 
On Friday, May 28th the following 6th gǊŀŘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ά{ǿŜŜǘ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎέ 
certificates and cupcakes for showing great improvement in areas such as organization, study 
skills, homework, and being prepared for their classes. Teachers, counselors, and 
administrators were all in attendance to congratulate the students. 

 

Team 6B 

Natalie Perretta, Amari Smith, Shayla Fuller, Cathryn Oser, Julie Ortuno, Alan Kristall 
 

Team 6A 

Beatriz Delcid, Kathleen Collins, Miranda Johnson, Mitchell Welter, Aaron Cooper, Henry Cheung  
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Summer Math Packets 
 

Summer math packets for incoming 6, 7, and 8 graders have been distributed and are available on 
the RPMS website.  Students are to work on completing the packet a little everyday in order to have 
it all completed by the end of the summer.  In order to earn full credit next year, students must 
show their work on separate paper, numbered and labeled.  The due date for summer math packet 
answers is September 3 and deadline date is Sept 10.  Answer keys will be located on the Rosa Parks 
website.  Opportunities for extra help on the summer math packets will be available for two 
evenings in August, pending budget approval.  Look out for the dates in Dr. Jones' August mailing.  
See you all next year! 
 
 

Foreign Language 
 

Students will use the provided county wide study 
guide in order to review for their county wide final 
exam.  Each student should review county 
vocabulary sheets and notes from the semester or 
year.  Oral exams for most classes will begin on 
Wednesday June 2.  While the teacher is 

administering the oral exams, students will be 
working on their study guides. 
 
A reminder that these are high school exams and 
will count as part of each students high school 
G.P.A 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rosa Parks carnival is June 16th from 9:30-12:10 with three rotations.  The 
rotations are DJ and dancing, field play with giant slide, moon bounce and blow up 
ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ όǇƛȊȊŀΣ wƛǘŀΩǎ LŎŜΣ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ŎŀƴŘȅ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪǎύΦ 
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Rosa Parks Middle School 

Rising 7th and 8th Graders 

òExploring the Universeó 

Do you want to learn about the Universe?  In this program, students will use hands-on activities to explore the 

universe, build models of galaxies and black holes, and use computers to explore what happens when you fall into 

a black hole.  Participants will use real NASA images of our universe to explore what is out there.  Participants will 

build scientific instruments like spectroscopes to find out how scientist use radiation of stars, galaxies, nebulae 

and quasars to see what our universe is made of.  

Summer School Science  
 

Summer Middle School òExploring the Universeó Program 2010ñPermission Form 

For Rising 7th and 8th Graders 
 

Studentõs Name: __________________________________________Grade in fall___________ 

Transportation: ___Ride the Bus  _____Walk _____Private Car 

Parentõs/Guardian Name:________________________________________________________ 

Parentõs Summer Daytime Telephone Number:______________________________________ 
 

Please return to Ms. Helen Kreis in the Counseling Office by June 18, 2010 

 

 
 

Dates of Summer School Program:  July 19-30, 2010 
Time:  7:45ñ11:30 a.m. 

Cost:  $180 per student 

Limited enrollment! 

Please sign up right away! 


