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Dolphin Digest 
              
                 A NEWSLETTER OF ROSA M. PARKS MIDDLE SCHOOL       May  2010 

GREETINGS FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

    

    

 

           
Students' interim reports will be distributed on May 12th, and work completion 
continues to be the primary cause of low grades.  Parents can help by checking Edline 
weekly and asking children about missing work, or grades of "Z."  A "Z" indicates that 
the work can still be completed before the deadline for credit.  When a "Z" appears it is 
averaged into your child's grade as a zero because it will turn into a zero if not 
completed by the deadline.  Please remind your children that while summer vacation is 
close, it's not here yet, and it is critical that all students work hard and submit all of 
their work through the end of school! 

 
As the temperatures get warmer, I want to reiterate the importance of our dress code.  During the middle 
school years, children grow so fast that clothing which fit in the Fall might be too short or too tight now.  
Students are not permitted to wear clothing that reveals underwear.  Young ladies should not wear spaghetti 
straps or tube tops & should be sure that shorts and skirts provide ample coverage--especially when the young 
ladies bend over.  Young men must ensure that their pants are not so baggy that they fall down to reveal boxer 
shorts, briefs or bare bottoms!  If any staff member believes that a student's attire is inappropriate or 
distracting in any way, the student will be asked to change clothes. 

                                                                                                                                                 Continued on page 2 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PTA PRESIDENT 
 

 
 

I know that by now everyone is welcoming the arrival of spring, although we all know how quickly that will turn 
to summer!  LΩƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ǇŀǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƎŜǘ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
seems to move faster!   
 

Which brings me to this:  The time we have with our children seems like forever when they are babies.  By the 
time they reach middle scƘƻƻƭ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƎƻƴŜΦ  aƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻƻΤ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ŀƴ ƛƴ-
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  ! ǾŜǊȅ ǿƛǎŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ 
ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ǘǿƻǎέ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ two year old learns and useǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƴƻΩ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΦ 
 
Learning what it means to be an adult, but still basically children, middle school children push their parents 
away with one breath and ask for our help with the next.  They are supposed to do this; they are working up 
the courage to leave us in a few years.  And sometimes this means that they are also giving us a gift:  the ability 
to let them go.  But this period of time is so important because although they are programmed to push us 
away, they are also watching whaǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ 
know it, but we are still an important role model.  Yes, most are embarrassed by the mere existence of parents 
όǎƻǊǊȅΣ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊύΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ love and respect us.  So enjoy the time 
you spend together, make time to know who they are and what they love.  And of course, show them how 
much you value their education.  Find a small place or a big place where you can make a difference and 
volunteer your time and energy.  
 

Continued on page 2 
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tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ DǊŜŜǘƛƴƎ /ƻƴǘΩŘ 
 

The Career Expo was Friday, May 7th and it was fabulous! Special thanks to all of our exciting speakers. On 
Thursday, May 13th, students will attend a cultural arts assembly entitled "The History of Hip Hop." The 
Variety Show is May 20th and 21st.  Please come out to see our very talented students perform.  In the first 
week of June we will have our student awards assemblies, one assembly per grade.   Families of students who 
are receiving awards will receive invitations within a couple of weeks.   
 

I am looking forward to a strong finish to the school year.  The eighth graders are excited about their end-of-
the-year trip to Hershey Park and their 8th grade dance.  Let's all work together to make the last few weeks of 
school fun, productive and full of learning for everyone. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

t¢! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ /ƻƴǘΩŘ 
 

Some of the things the PTA has done this year ς with your help! 
 The school store is completely run by PTA volunteers.  As of the beginning of this calendar year it is also managed 

by the PTA ς giving us more freedom in purchasing, etc.  Thank you to Denise Moyer who keeps it running and 
staffed! 

 School dances are a joint effort of the school and the PTA. Anne Nagelvoort does a great job coordinating 
volunteers, snacks, and more. 

 Book Fairs have been managed for the last few years by Leah Keilsohn and loved by the staff, students, and 
parents. 

 Our PTA website is managed and kept up to date by Karen Cudd. 

 We are extremely fortunate to have Ginger Twombly as our cluster coordinator ς she does a great job of keeping 
us informed and representing the needs of Rosa Parks and other Sherwood Cluster schools. 

 Our Yahoo listserv has been coordinated by Amy Matathias for many years.  We will miss her dearly next year as 
ƘŜǊ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ƘŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƻ {ƘŜǊǿƻƻŘΗ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ !Ƴȅ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ wƻǎŀ tŀǊƪǎΦ 

 The Staff Appreciation has organized many activities to let the staff know how much we appreciate all they do for 
our students.  Thanks to Carolyn Quinn who has done a remarkable job with this for the past few years.  She is 
also graduating this year ς we will miss you! 

 Both Beautification and Earth Day this year have been managed by Mark Glaudemans (see below for his update 
on these activities).  Thanks Mark! 

 Thanks to Susan Donsky & Maggie McGary for organizing a cyber bulling/social network presentation.  It was a 
very informative meeting.  We hope to have more discussion topics for next year! 

 Volunteer coordinators Susan Donsky & Michele Proctor keep track of people who are interested in volunteering 
for various jobs.  Call one of them if you have an idea or want to help out with something. 

 

The PTA Beautification Committee and the Green Team recently performed outdoor cleanup in two separate 
events.  First, on Saturday April 10, a group of volunteers cleaned up a mile long stretch of Rock Creek 
upstream and downstream of Muncaster Mill Road.  Almost 20 bags of trash and recyclables were collected, 
along with 7 tires and some interesting debris carelessly thrown out and polluting the creek area.  Big thanks 
go to the dozen or so folks who participated and the organizers Hisashi Yamagata, Mark Glaudemans, and Rosa 
Park teacher Mr. George Eastham.  Second, on April 24th, the Rosa Parks community celebrated Earth Day 
with a big gathering at the school.  Student and parent volunteers cleaned up the grounds, laid down about 80 
bags of mulch, dug up a lot of weeds, planted plants, trimmed trees, etc.  Most of the work was concentrated 
in the front entrance garden areas and the courtyard.  The beauty of our school reflects our commitment to 
the student learning environment, and reminds all of us that we are stewards of this earth.  Thanks again to 
the organizers, Mr. Eastham and Mark Glaudemans, and all the hard working volunteers! 
 
 

Our next (and last) PTA meeting for this year is scheduled for May 11 at 7:30pm in the Media Center.  This is 
our annual meeting for elections ς so we really need you to come to this meeting to vote in our new executive 
board for 2010-2011.  Our meetings generally last no more than an hour and are never boring.  Come see for 
yourself!     
                  Michele Setton
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Christopher West participated in the Junior 

National Young Leaders Conference (JrNYCL).   The 
JrNYLC offers mature, high-achieving middle school 
students the opportunity to learn about leadership by 
studying the leaders of the past and by focusing on 
social advocacy to make a positive impact in their 

homes and communities.  Each session of JrNYLC is designed to educate, inspire, and motivate 
students by giving them the confidence and leadership skills that will take them through high school 
and beyond.  Christopher can now apply his new public-speaking skills, self-confidence and 
understanding of the key principles of leadership to his everyday life.  
Way to go Christopher! 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 

 
 
WHO:  6th 7th and 8th graders enrolled in schools or home-schooled in Montgomery County. 
 
WHAT:   A University System of Maryland Way2GoMaryland event for you and your parents. 
 

ü Hear USM students talk about paths to college 
ü Get information and tips from USM admissions and financial aid experts 
ü Receive a Way2GoMaryland gift pack and win door prizes 
ü Enjoy refreshments 

 
WHEN:  Saturday, May 8, 2010.  Check-in begins at 9:00 a.m.  

Formal program begins at 10:00 a.m.  
   College Fair ς 10:45 a.m. ς noon 
   Refreshments available until 12:30 p.m. 
 
WHERE: Multi-purpose Room, Building II ς Universities of Shady Grove, Rockville, MD 
 
²ŀȅнDƻaŀǊȅƭƪŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
their families to begin preparing for college early.   
 
To pre-register for the Way2GoMaryland event: 
E-mail the requested information:  way2gomaryland@usmd.edu  or call 301 445--2756 

mailto:way2gomaryland@usmd.edu
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Counseling  Corner  
 
Hello families.  The 
singing and dancing to 
the άSchool is Out at 
Lastέ song still has a few 
more weeks before it 
can commence.  Our 
students, your 
children, typically have 
a harder time 
concentrating on school 
work as the sun and 
warmer temperatures beckon to them 
(even to us) to linger longer outdoors.  However, 
we must be vigilant and help our students stay 
focused.  The counseling department is looking 
forward to the Career Expo on May 7.  By the time 
this is posted and read the Career Expo could be a 
memory.  However, if it is, our department wants 
to remember to say άTHANK YOUέ to all who 
supported the event and invite more of you to 
participate when we have other career events. 
 
With summer looming, we wanted to give you a 
few tips for the summer: 

 

ü Encourage your child to read during 
summer vacation.  Reading is still fun-
damental. 

 
ü Encourage your child to estimate the cost 

of items being purchased at the store.   
 

ü When buying an item and there 
is major sale with a percentage taken off 
or tax that needs to be added, let your 
child tell you what the cost will be 

minus the discount and/or plus the 
tax.  
 
There is one more topic that the 
counseling department wants to 

address in this edition of Counseling 
Corner. The topic is bullying.  We 

know that bullying in schools is a serious issue.   
Here at Rosa Parks we are committed to working 
with students to άōully proofέ our school.  
Counseling Services along with staff and 
administration work constantly with students to 
prevent and address concerns about bullying.  We 
have whole school initiatives, classroom lessons,  
small group conversations, and one to one 
interventions.  Please encourage your children to: 
 
ü Refrain from any type of bullying behavior. 

 
ü Report any bullying activity that is directed 

at them or that they may see to a 
counselor, administrator, teacher, security, 
or other trusted adult (students can also 
place anonymous notes in the άōully 
ōǳǎǘŜǊέ envelope in the counseling office). 

 
Together we can άōully proofέ our school. 

ü A trip to the library to take advantage of a 
special event is a good way to have a free 
outing and learning experience. 
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GRADE 6

Outdoor Education 
Thank you to all of our parent chaperones who 
attended Outdoor Education the week of April 19th 
ς 23rd.  The trip was a great success, due in large 
part to the dedication and helpfulness of our sixth-
grade parents! 
 

Reading 6 
Reading 6 classes have been using copies of The 
Washington Post to explore the front page layout 
and section content of the daily newspaper.  Our 
budding journalists will write news stories about 
nuisance alligators in Florida and editorials 
debating the pros and cons of security cameras in 
schools. Bringing our curriculum into the 21st 
century, we will take a look at on-line newspapers 
and the impact of technology on printed media.  
Sixth graders will be completing Home Reading 
Logs every week through May 28, and three 
Independent Reading Assessments will be 
completed during the fourth quarter. 
 

English 6 
As an introduction to the Choices unit, students 
focused on analytical thinking skills while 
completing an essay about the choices and 
consequences fictional characters make and face.  
Now that we have returned from Outdoor Ed, 
students have begun their final novel study of the 
school year.  Classes are either studying Mrs. Frisby 
and the Rats of NIMH όwƻōŜǊǘ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴύ ƻǊ Ruby 
Holler (Sharon Creech).  Students have daily 
ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ΨŀƴŎƘƻǊΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 
daily reflection.  As part of our language study, we 
ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ΨŎommonly confused 
ǿƻǊŘǎΣΩ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘκǾŜǊō ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ 
introduce prepositions and prepositional phrases.  
We will end the quarter with a brief introduction to 
the work of William Shakespeare; students will 
create theater companies and present scenes from 

one of three Shakespearean plays (A Midsummer 
bƛƎƘǘΩǎ 5ǊŜŀƳ, As You Like It, or Romeo and Juliet). 
 

Social Studies 6 
 

During the fourth quarter in social studies students 
will learn about the 5 major religions of the world 
(Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Judaism, and 
Hinduism) as well as American culture. 
 

Science 6 
All sixth grade students attended Outdoor 
Education during the week of April 19th through the 
23rd.  Through the Outdoor Ed. experience we were 
able to incorporate many of the science concepts 
taught in the sixth grade science curriculum, while 
providing the students with an opportunity to do 
hands-on activities to reinforce their learning.  
Looking forward in science, we will continue to 
discuss the alternate forms of energy and will later 
be designing a solar collector and persuading 
people to use the concept of the solar collector to 
provide energy to homes.   
 

Math 6 (Math A)  
The students are continuing with the geometry 
unit. They will be measuring angles with a 
protractor, calculating the measure of a missing 
angle in a given polygon, classifying quadrilaterals, 
angles and triangles according to their 
characteristics, and calculating the area and 
perimeter of polygons and circles. Students will 
need to replenish their supply of paper and pencils, 
and come to class prepared every day. 
 

Math 7 (Math B)  
Students are continuing with Unit 4 proportional 
reasoning. They are learning to solve problems 
with ratios, rates, percents, and circle graphs by 
using proportions. Students will need to replenish 
their supply of paper and pencils, and come to 
class with their notebook spirals every day. 
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ñLove looks not with the eyes, but with the mind, 

And therefore is wingôd Cupid painted blind.ò 

-A Midsummer Nightôs Dream, 1.1.258-259   

  

 
English 
In addition to reading, viewing, and performing scenes from ! aƛŘǎǳƳƳŜǊ bƛƎƘǘΩǎ 5ǊŜŀƳΣ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ 
timeless comedy about love, students are continuing to increase their vocabularies and improve their grammar 
skills.  Students have now finished reading their first independent novel and demonstrated their comprehension 
by composing a well-ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ ŀctions on other characters. 
 

READ 180 ς Grade 7 
During the month of May, READ 180 students will be reviewing the elements of narrative, especially setting, 
plot and characterization.  They will be reading selections from the works of Edgar Allan Poe.  They will write a 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ tƻŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ 
reading and will focus on reading and word strategies during their sessions on the computer. 
 

Social Studies 
Students will be learning about the Renaissance and the decline of Church authority in Europe. 
 

Science 
Students are having fun using a slinky, ropes, and melted marshmallows to study wave properties, being 
άŜƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘ ¦ƴƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ άŜŎƘƻƛƴƎέ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ound Unit.  It is amazing how our waves are 
embedded in our everyday life.  Sound and light books were given to students to bring home.  Please ask your 
child if he or she has brought the book home.  Students will end the year with a brief survey of astronomy 
topics. 
 

Math 7 
Students will be using the newspaper, catalogues, and restaurant menus to compute discounts and sales tax on 
items and calculating the tip.  They will review how to create a circle graph, find the percent of change of a 
number, and calculate the mark-up price of an item.  Students will also be taking the Unit 4 county test on 
proportional reasoning. 
  

IM 
Students in IM classes will take a test on chapter 8, Equations and Inequalities.  For the next three weeks, 
students will be solving and graphing linear equations with two variables, solving problems involving rates of 
change and direct variation, and using the formula to find the slope and intercepts.  For this unit, students will 
be using the graphing calculator for certain concepts.   
 

Algebra 
Math Madness has begun.  As we review for the High School Assessment (HSA), all Algebra classes are in a 5-
week competition to see which class scores the highest on the Friday HSA quiz.  There are prizes awarded for 
the weekly winner and a grand prize for the class with the highest total score at the end of the competition.  
The HSA is Tuesday, May 18

th
.   

 
Currently, students continue to focus on exponents and polynomials.  The last unit is Quadratic and Exponential 
Functions.  Students will graph and solve these functions.  Do you remember the quadratic formula? 
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EIGHTH GRADE NEWS
 
 

US History 
 

Students will be studying the events leading up to the Civil War, the Civil War and 
Reconstruction during this quarter.  Students will be working on a research assignment 
where they will create a scrapbook that centers on one major event that occurred 
during the Civil War era.   
 

English 
 

Eighth grade English classes are now in the Discoveries unit and the study of Shakespeare!  Our study of 
Shakespeare centers on the comedy As You Like It and includes a performance assessment where students will 
ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘΣ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƛƴ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŀ ǎǘŀƎŜΗ 
 
In this unit, we consider not only discoveries made by characters and others, but we also reflect on self-
discovery, and the effect these discoveries have on individuals, as well as the society.  We look at how journeys 
lead individuals toward discovery and how discoveries can be both deliberate and accidental.   
 

READ 180 ς Grade 8 
 

In May, students will be reviewing the elements of narrative text, 
focusing especially on plot, setting and characterization.  They will read 
ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƻ .ǳƛƭŘ ŀ CƛǊŜέ ōȅ WŀŎƪ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǇƻŜƳΦ  
After they conclude their reading, they will write an evaluative 
paragraph.  In addition, students will continue to work on their 
independent reading and their reading strategies as they do exercises 
on the computer. 
 

Science 
 

We have just started our unit on Geology.  Our main focǳǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘǎΩ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ tƭŀǘŜ ǘŜŎǘƻƴƛŎǎΦ 
We will briefly touch on earthquakes and volcanoes by the end of the month. 
 

Algebra Prep 
 

Algebra Prep students just finished the first half of the Algebra Unit on solving equations and inequalities. We 
are now heading into the second half and will learn about functions and relations. Students will learn how to 
graph linear equations various ways, find the slope and rate of change, and will learn how to draw lines of best 
fit. 
 

Algebra 
 

Algebra students are beginning the factoring part of Unit 6. Students have just learned how to multiply 
polynomials using FOIL and the area method, and now will learn how divide polynomials and will learn how to 
take a polynomial and figure out its factors.  
 

Geometry 
 

Students will focus on the relationships among parts of circles and between circles and various angles, 
segments and arcs.  Students will develop theorems and rules and apply them in problem solving situations.  
Students will also learn the definition of locus and how to determine the locus points of a given situation. 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

 
French 1A  The students will 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά!ǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭέ 
and begin review for MCPS final 
exam. 

 
French 1B The students will complete theme 
ά/ƭƻǘƘƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά¢ǊŀǾŜƭΤέ ōŜƎƛƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ 
for MCPS final exam. 
 
Spanish 1A The students will complete last theme 
άtŀǎǘƛƳŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŦƻǊ a/t{ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŜȄŀƳ. 
 
Spanish IB: The students are in week four of eight 
in the Travel and Community unit.  The students 
are working on locations in the community, the 
near future tense, and prepositions.   

Spanish IA/B: The students are in week three of 
four in the clothing unit.  They are learning 
demonstrative adjectives and direct object 
pronouns this week and finishing the unit with an 
oral exam next week. 
 
Spanish 2A/B Students will be completing the 

restaurant unit in which we 
are discussing the proper 
etiquette for ordering in a 
restaurant as well as 
discussing the recipes for 
specialized foods of Spain 

and Latin America.  One of the summative 
assignments for this unit is to perform either a 
restaurant skit or a recipe for the class.

  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 
 

Grade 6 
 

Students are working on keyboarding skills using Turbo Typing software.  
Students will reinforce this learning by completing various projects (letters, 
PowerPoint activities, etc.). 
 
Grade 7 
 

Students are working in Scratch, a software program developed at Carnegie 
Mellon University.  Students learn the basics of programming in a creative 
way by using the very easy to learn software. 
 
Grade 8 
 

Students are conducting research on the internet and using that research to create persuasive presentations.  
Following this, students will hone their desktop publishing skills in a variety of creative projects.  Web design 
will follow this, where students will learn the basics of designing a fully-functioning web site.  Finally, students 
will use Alice, a program developed at MIT, to learn about programming and 3D design. 
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FACS 
 
The FACS department is very busy as the end of the school year is in sight. The 8th grade FACS classes are 
focusing on an anti-smoking and anti-drinking unit, as well as working on body image issues such as obesity, 
anorexia, and bulimia. The FACS 7th graders are starting either their bag project or getting into the kitchens to 
make tacos, french bread pizzas and more.  The 6th grade FACS classes are just starting a new quarter in their 
arts rotation. We have been doing cooperative team building and then moving into our Home Alone unit about 
safety and first-aid. 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH EDUCATION 
 

In physical education, students are receiving instruction on basic motor skills.  In addition, they are learning 
concepts for moving efficiently as they improve their physical fitness through sport activities. 
 
In health education, students are learning about the following topics:   mental health; safety & injury 
prevention; alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs; family life and human sexuality; disease prevention and control;  
nutrition and fitness; personal and consumer health. 
 
The following instructional units will be taught in physical education and health for the months of May & June: 
 
Students will receive instruction in άstudent choiceέ activity for three weeks.  Softball Unit 4 weeks, 
Culminating student daily choice of activity one week 
 
The choice activities are: basketball, football, and lacrosse. 
 
Invasion unit - LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŎƻǊŜ ŀ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΩ 
area while defending the goal in your area. 
 
Archery (target activity) - target activities - Instruction focus is on proper technique to develop hand-eye 
coordination to strike a target with an object. 
 
Mr. Eastham classes will receive instruction on the following topics in May and June: 
 
Grade 6 - Project TNT (Towards No Tobacco) and Safety 
 
Grade 7 - Project ALERT (Adolescence Learning Effective Resistance Training) 
 
Grade 8 - Family Life and Disease Prevention  
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/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ άCharac te r  Countsέ 
s tuden ts !  The  s tuden ts  rece ived  the i r  award  fo r  

άTrus twor th inessέ 
 
 

G r a d e  6    G r a d e  7    G r a d e  8 
 

H u g h  G a r b r i c k   N i c h o l a s  A n a s t a s i  F r a n c e s c o  B u o n o 
A s h m i u  K o r o m a   K a r a h  C l a v e r   C h r i s t o p h e r  K a t z 
E m m a  L u n k i n g   A u s t i n  D o w r i c k   K e l l e y  W a l l a c e  
L e a  O w e n s    A s h t y n  F r e d e r i c k  H a n n a h  Y a n k a n i c h 
 
   
 
 

Attention ςParents of Walkers!!! 
 

Please remind your students of the importance of respecting their community.  We have had some 
concerns about students vandalizing property in the community while walking home from school.   
Remind students to stay on the sidewalks, deposit litter when they get home, and to respect the 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ƻǊ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A night of talent is what you will see  

A plethora of acts from A to Z  

A little bit of song and a little bit of dance  

May 20 th  and 21st  is your only chance  

Come see the variety and support our school  

Rosa Parks Talent Showéour students RULE!  

    Rosa Parks is       
bursting with  
             Talent!!! 
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WEEK OF MAY 3rd  
 

Monday, May 3  Spring Portraits  (PE classes) 
    State Orchestra Festival ς Linthicum, Maryland (10-2:30 p.m.)  

 

Tuesday, May 4  8th Grade Panoramic Picture ς 10:00 a.m. 
2:45 p.m. - TV/Media Club/Rec Extra/Mr. Coffin/Media Center 

    2:45 p.m. - Yearbook Club/Rec Extra/Mr. Hast/7th Grade Comp Lab 
    2:45 p.m. - Spanish Homework Club/Mrs. Machado/B207 
    2:45 p.m. - Success Club/Mrs. Swann, Mr. Mingia/ILT Room 
    2:45 p.m. - Tennis Club/Mrs. King/Tennis Courts 
    2:45 p.m. - Weight Training/Conditioning/Ms. Eurie/Weight Rm 
    3:15 p.m. - Boys Soccer Game vs. Argyle MS 
    3:15 p.m. - Girls Soccer Game at Argyle MS 
    4:10 p.m. - Activity Buses Depart 
         

Wednesday, May 5  State Band Festival ς Linthicum, Maryland (10-2:30 p.m.) 
2:45 p.m. - 6th Grade Homework Club/Mrs. Overly/B116 

    2:45 p.m. - 7th Grade Homework Club/Mrs. King/B203 
    2:45 p.m. - 8th Grade Homework Club/Mrs. Groves/C210 
    2:45 p.m. - Art Club/Mr. Edwards/C105 
    2:45 p.m. - Boys/Girls Soccer Practice/Mr. White, Ms. Sexton 
    2:45 p.m. - Variety Show Practice/Mrs. Link/Cafeteria 
    2:45 p.m. - Flag Football/Mr. Miller/Field 
    2:45 p.m. - Video Game Club/Mr. Volz/B120 
    4:10 p.m. - Activity Buses Depart          

Thursday, May 6  /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘǎ ά¢rǳǎǘǿƻǊǘƘƛƴŜǎǎέ ς Breakfast 
    2:45 p.m. - Cross Country/Mr. Eastham 
    2:45 p.m. - Girls Basketball ς Intramurals/Mr. Crowley/Gym 
    2:45 p.m. - Girls Soccer Game (make up) ς At Wood MS 

2:45 p.m. - Boys Soccer Game (make up) ς Vs. Wood MS 
    2:45 p.m. - Math Homework Club/Ms. Weaver/C212 
    2:45 a.m. - Science Club/Mr. Goldman/B225 
    2:45 p.m. - Variety Show Practice/Mrs. Link/Cafeteria 
    2:45 p.m. - Sewing Club/REC Extra/Ms. Rabovsky/C111 
    2:45 p.m. - Weight Training & Conditioning/Eurie/Gym 
    4:10 a.m. - Activity Buses Depart 

 

 

Friday, May  7   Career Expo 
6th Grade Locker Cleanout 

    3:00 p.m. - .ƻȅǎ άCǊƛŘŀȅ IƻƻǇǎέ ς REC Extra/Mr. Volz 
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WEEK OF MAY 10th   
 

Monday, May 10  MAP ς R (Measurement of Academic Progress - Reading) Testing  
Yearbook Sales ς TAP ς All Week   

 

Tuesday, May 11  MAP ς R (Measurement of Academic Progress - Reading) Testing 
2:45 p.m. - Fundraiser Super Party ς Ms. VanPetten/Gym,Aux Gym

 2:45 p.m. - TV/Media Club/Rec Extra/Mr. Coffin/Media Center 
    2:45 p.m. - Yearbook Club/Rec Extra/Mr. Hast/7 th Grade Comp Lab 
    2:45 p.m. - Boys/Girls Soccer Practice/Mr. White, Ms Sexton 
    2:45 p.m. - Spanish Homework Club/Mrs. Machado/B207 
    2:45 p.m. - Success Club/Mrs. Swann, Mr. Mingia/ILT Room 
    2:45 p.m. - Tennis Club/Mrs. King/Tennis Courts 
    2:45 p.m. - Weight Training/Conditioning/Ms. Eurie/Weight Rm 
    2:45 p.m. - Flag Football/Mr. Miller/Fields 
    4:10 p.m. - Activity Buses Depart  
    7:30 p.m. - PTA Meeting 
 
 

Wednesday, May 12  Interim Reports Sent Home  
2:45 p.m.  6th Grade Homework Club/Mrs. Overly/B116 

    2:45 p.m. - 7th Grade Homework Club/Mrs. King/B203 
    2:45 p.m. - 8th Grade Homework Club/Mrs. Groves/C210 
    2:45 p.m. - Art Club/Mr. Edwards/C105 
    2:45 p.m. - Variety Show Practice/Mrs. Link/Cafeteria 
    2:45 p.m. - Video Game Club/Mr. Volz/B120 
    3:15 p.m. - Boys Soccer Game at Farquhar MS 
    3:15 p.m. - Girls Soccer Game vs. Farquhar MS 
    4:10 p.m. - Activity Buses Depart 
 
 
 

Thursday, May 13  /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘǎ άYƛƴŘƴŜǎǎέ - TAP Activity 
    2:45 p.m. - Cross Country/Mr. Eastham 
    2:45 p.m. - Flag Football/Mr. Miller 
    2:45 p.m. - Girls Basketball ς Intramurals/Mr. Crowley/Gym 
    2:45 p.m. - Math Homework Club/Ms. Weaver/C212 
    2:45 a.m. - Science Club/Mr. Goldman/B225 
    2:45 p.m. - Variety Show Practice/Mrs. Link/Cafeteria 
    2:45 p.m. - Sewing Club/REC Extra/Ms. Rabovsky/C111 
    2:45 p.m. - Weight Training & Conditioning/Eurie/Gym 
    4:10 a.m. - Activity Buses Depart 
 

Friday, May 14  7th Grade Locker Cleanout 
    3:00 p.m. - CǊƛŘŀȅ άIƻƻǇǎέ ς Mr. Volz 


