General Membership Meeting Notes
January 8, 2008

Minutes taken by Laura Parker
Call to order – Vickie Carrai

Welcome and introduction of Board members – Vickie Carrai

President’s Report – Vickie Carrai

· Approval of November Minutes (posted) Motion made by Laura Parker; Second by ________.  Minutes approved by membership attendees.

· Reflections Update

Explained what Reflections program is.  The 4 entries are in the Visual Arts category and all will move to the county level. (In the rules, if the PTA receives 4 or less in the same category the PTA does not have to run a judging/competition instead “All 4 are Winners” and move to the county level.  Yeah McNair Students!! 
1. Eli Fouts (Tammy Arbogast’s son) 2nd grade

2. Joseph Johnson (Calvin Johnson’s son) 3rd grade

3. Michael Zhang (Liping Wang’s son and 2nd year submitting) 4th grade

4. –left at home--

Nora Salgado, chair of program, submitted them on January 2, 2008, to the County PTA for judging.  The McNair PTA will give each participant a gift card as a thank you for participating in the program.

Treasurer’s Report – Vickie Carrai

We currently have a healthy bank balance of approximately $23k.  ($15.7k in the checking and $7k in the savings).

· Spaghetti Dinner posted a loss of approx. $50.  Compared to a budgeted loss of $300.  Great Job!

· Make a Gift night grossed $596... great job.

· We have not funded the camera equipment for the Media Center yet.

· We have not funded the Kindergarten book program.

· We have not received a bill from Mad Science.

Subject: C.P.R. Training

· Ann Smith received a letter from the CARE EDUCATION LLC reminding us that the 2 year CPR certification for extra staff members who were trained January-31-06 will expire 1-31-08.

· Cost per staff member is $40.00 each with a minimum of 10 students.

· Last time the P.T.A. provided funding.

Andy Bluestein, McNair parent, will train the teachers in need of CPR training for the cost of the book required for training, which is $9.  We need to ask Jeremiah Galvin if we can cover the $9 for 6 teachers for a total of $54.

1st Vice President of Membership Report – Laura Parker

· Nominating Committee information:

Election of the Board

Nominating Committee
The nominating committee is composed of 3 members who are elected by the executive board.

The nominating committee needs to be elected 2 months prior to the election of officers.

In our case, the election of officers takes place at the May meeting.  So, we need to elect a nominating committee at the February 5, Executive Board meeting.

This means we need to find 3 people interested in participating on the committee in January.

The nominating committee does not submit nominations for the MCCPTA Delegate position or the Cluster Rep position.  The Executive Board elects these two positions in May.

Slate of Candidates
The slate of candidates for the 2008-2009 school year must be announced to the general membership at least 10 days prior to the April meeting.

This year, the April meeting is on April 1.  So, we need to announce the slate by the March 14, e-weekly distribution.  This is because of Spring Break.

The nominating committee has February and part of March to put together a slate.

Additional nominations can be taken from the floor at the April meeting, however.

Election of Officers
The election will take place at the May general membership meeting.  A quorum of 18 members is required.

In addition, the Executive Board elects members for the MCCPTA Delegate position and the Cluster Rep position during the May meeting.
· Membership:  To date, we have a total of 314 members.  Parents are still encouraged to join the PTA for this year.

· Bullying Information Night:  

Please join us for a Bullying Prevention Program presented by Mr. Matthew J. Kamins, Supervisor Psychological Services for MCPS.  It will be Thursday, January 17, 2008, at 7:00 pm, in the all purpose room.  This program is for parents only and free babysitting will be available we think by Bar-T.  The presentation will highlight:

· Definition of bullying

· Who is impacted by bullying behavior

· What can happen as a result of being a bully or being bullied

· Why it is important to work to eliminate bullying

· Ways to approach eliminating bullying

· Reporting incidents of bullying

Audience participation is appreciated and encouraged.  We have also invited Great Seneca Creek Elementary School parents to attend as well.

2nd Vice President Report – Laura Parker and Vickie Carrai for Regina McCutcheon

· Report on Completed Standing Committee/Events:
· Spaghetti Dinner:  It was a big success and a fun evening.  Thanks to Leigh and Andy Bluestein and Rose Finkhauser.

· Make a Gift Night:  Lots of fun, good crafts, good snacks.  Thanks to Lynni Megginson and Suzanne Colby for chairing this event.

· Chick Fil A Nights continue to be a popular event.  The next one is February 7.

· Report on Upcoming Events:
· Bingo Night:  January 25th, 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  Need items for prizes, must be unused and in good shape.  Need 2 to 3 reliable volunteers to fill in slots on the schedule.  Need baked goods – cookies in packs of 3; brownies in packs of 2.  Bring baked goods the night of the event.  Christine Oxenford and Denise Brock are chairing this event.  Sign up sheet is being sent around the meeting.

· Ice Cream Social and Cookie Dough Fundraising Kick off: January 30th from 6 to 8 pm.  Otis Spunkmeyer cookie dough, soft pretzels and brownies.  Orders are due February 15.

· Bookworm Reading Night:  February 13th, from 6:30 to 8 pm Beth Rowe and Annette Chong will coordinate with teachers for an evening of stories.

· Winter Dance:  February 22, from 6:30 to 9 pm.  Chairs are Shannon Olsen and Kristi Hinds.  It will be held at NWHS. More information will follow.

· Next general membership meeting is March 4th.  We will invite the whole PTA membership to our volunteer appreciation night at 6:30 with a meeting to follow.  We moved the appreciation night up from previous years to avoid the crowded calendars everyone has in May and June.

MCCPTA Delegate Report – none

NW Cluster Representative Update 

The only news is NW Cluster is testifying on January 9th, regarding the operating budget.
Principal’s Remarks – Eileen Macfarlane

· The operating budget testimony is January 9.  McNair supports what the superintendent is proposing.  Issues to benefit McNair:  1) major initiative equals salaries; 2) larger schools will receive additional allocation to counseling; 3) recess aide time and lunch.  You can subscribe to Quicknotes to get information on anything having to do with MCPS.
· Ms. Dembrowski’s mother passed away during Winter Break.  The PTA is giving 2 books to Ms. Dembrowski in her mother’s honor.  Discussion about how her students were told and what the school and counselor did to help the children through this sad situation.

· We had the best week in terms of no referrals (1st week of January)

· Third grade concern:  team came to Ms. Macfarlane and was concerned about their children in terms of discipline and homework.  In the beginning of the year, there were a roomful of children in referral.  However, yesterday (1/7) there were only 4 children.  A survey was sent to the 3rd grade parents re: what is working/not working and the teachers reviewed the information.  48 parents responded of which 7 surveys were not positive, 34 were positive, and some were uncertain.  What the team and administration learned is that communication is key.  There is always an open door policy.  We learn from parents too and programs can be changed.  The main focus in elementary school is that learning is not disrupted.

· Thank you for the luncheon.

Vice Principal’s Remarks – Howard Wohl

· Valerie Merrill and Mr. Wohl met with web designers who have worked with 10 elementary schools to get their websites up and running.  They are in the beginning stages of the design process for a brand new website. Question:  What about the PTA website being included in the school’s as it is currently?  Wohl says that is fine and he has no intention of separating the two.  Parent at meeting said she would be interested in seeing a discussion on-line chat room connection between parents.  Some discussion.  Yahoo groups mentioned.
New Business

· Question for Jeremiah Galvin:  Can we us PayPal for membership next year?

· Eileen Macfarlane is nominating Vickie Carrai for Comcast Parent Involvement Matters Award.

Meeting Adjourned

List of Attendees:  need to add names
