
A Public atio n o f the Ro lling  Terrac e PTA Oc to ber 2008

DATES TO REMEMBER

Oc to ber 1 – PTA Bo ard o f 
Direc to rs M eeting
7 - 9 pm , Int’l Ro o m
All are w elc o m e.

Oc to ber 7  – PTA G eneral 
M eeting  
7 - 9 pm , All-Purp o se Ro o m
All are w elc o m e.

Oc to ber 8  – W alk-to -Sc h o o l Day
Rem em ber to  w ear red!

Oc to ber 9 – Sc h o o ls c lo sed
Y o m  Kippur

Oc to ber 13 – Princ ipal’s Co f f ee
                     8 :30 – 9:10 am
1st Open Ho use
9:15 – 11 am
2nd Open Ho use
1 – 2:45 pm
(Open Ho use is an o pp o rtunity  
to  see y o ur c h ild’s c lassro o m  in 
ac tio n. Call the sc h o o l o f f ic e if  
y o u w ant to  stay  and have 
lunc h w ith y o ur c h ild: 301-431-
7 600.)
Sc h o o l Im pro vem ent 
Leadersh ip Team
Sub-c o m m ittee m eeting s
3:15 pm
Call M rs. Co nno rs if  y o u w ish to  
attend.

Oc to ber 17  – Sc h o o ls c lo sed.
M STA Co nventio n 

Oc to ber 24 – Pic ture day

Oc to ber 30 – Sc h o o l 
Im pro vem ent Leadersh ip Team  
M eeting
3:15 pm , M edia Center
Call M rs. Co nno rs if  y o u w ish to  
attend.

Oc to ber 31 – 1st m arking  
perio d ends.

Plan Ahead -- No vem ber 26: 
Th is y ear f o r the f irst tim e, the 
day  bef o re Thanksg iving  
w ill be an Early  Release Day .

Letter f ro m  th e PTA Presid ent

To  the Ro lling  Terrac e 
Elem entary  Sc h o o l F am ily :

W elc o m e bac k to  sc h o o l! If y o u 
are new  to  o ur fam ily : 
W elc o m e! W e are g lad y o u are 
here. Th is y ear, w e are 
h o no red to  have M s. Arienne 
Clark-Harriso n as the new  
Assistant Princ ipal. Please 
w elc o m e and intro du c e 
y o urself to  her. 

So m e o ther new  fac es are o ur 
PTA o f f ic ers. M y  nam e is Anissa 
G reen, and I am  th is y ear’s PTA 
President. M y  fello w  o f f ic ers 
are: Tim  Jo hnso n and LaTo ny a 
Abram s, Vic e Presidents; 
Vic to ria Ro berts, Sec retary ; 
and Parry  W ilso n, Treasurer. 

The PTA c anno t func tio n 
w ith o ut parents, teac hers, and 
the sc h o o l adm inistratio n. W e 
all need to  w o rk to g ether f o r 
the betterm ent o f o ur c h ildren 
and/o r students. That’s w h y  it’s 
im p o rtant f o r y o u to  jo in the 

PTA. I have o nly  o ne im p o rtant 
reaso n as to  w h y  y o u sh o uld 
jo in: o ur c h ildren need us! 
There are vario us w ay s y o u 
c an partic ipate in the PTA, but 
the f irst w ay  is to  sig n up and 
pay  y o ur dues.

The m em bersh ip f o rm  is 
inc luded in the bac k o f th is 
new sletter and c an be 
returned to  the m ain o f f ic e o r 
at any  PTA m eeting . I lo o k 
f o rw ard to  m eeting  y o u. 
Rem em ber: Leave y o ur m ark 
o n Ro lling  Terrac e Elem entary  
Sc h o o l!

W ith hu g s and kisses,

Anissa G reen, PTA President

Letter f ro m  th e Assistant Prin c i p al
 
Dear Ro lling  Terrac e F am ilies,

I am  h o no red to  have the 
o pp o rtunity  to  serve the 
Ro lling  Terrac e c o m m unity  as 

the Assistant Princ ipal. I w as 
very  ex c ited to  f irst m eet so m e 
o f the c h ildren, fam ilies, and 
Ro lling  Terrac e Staf f at the ELO 
sum m er pro g ram  at Tako m a 
Park Elem entary . I w as even 

continued on Page 2
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m o re ex c ited to  w elc o m e 
every o ne bac k to  Ro lling  
Terrac e f o r ano ther w o nderful 
sc h o o l y ear!

To  tell y o u a bit abo ut m y self , 
I w as bo rn and raised in 
Jac kso n, M ississipp i w here I 
g raduated fro m  the 
M ississipp i Sc h o o l f o r 
M athem atic s and Sc ienc e, a 
public ly  f unded bo arding  
sc h o o l h o used o n a c o lleg e 
c am pus. Afterw ards, I 
attended Bro w n University  
w here I rec eived a dual 
deg ree in Edu c atio nal Studies 
and Public  Po lic y  and later 
c o m pleted m y  g raduate w o rk 
at New  Y o rk University  in 
Early  Ch ildh o o d and 
Elem entary  Edu c atio n. 
Thro u g h o ut m y  sc h o o ling , I 
w as trained in c lassic al ballet, 
perf o rm ing  w ith Ballet 
M ississipp i as w ell as c o -
direc ting  a student-run danc e 
c o m pany  w h ile at Bro w n. I 
also  play ed the c ello  

thro u g h o ut m y  h ig h sc h o o l 
y ears. 

F o r the past three y ears, I w as 
aw arded the g reat 
o pp o rtunity  to  serve the 
c h ildren o f W ash ing to n, DC as 
an elem entary  sc h o o l 
princ ipal. I have also  tau g ht 
diverse c o m m unities o f 
learners in New  Y o rk City , 
Pro videnc e, RI, and 
W ash ing to n, DC in 
independent sc h o o ls, public  
sc h o o ls, and w as part o f the 
f o unding  fac ulty  o f a c harter 
sc h o o l in Rh o de Island. 
Thro u g h m y  ex perienc es, I 
have had the o pp o rtunity  to  
w o rk w ith and learn fro m  very  
talented and c o m m itted 
edu c ato rs w h o  have helped to  
shape m y  c areer as a public  
sc h o o l edu c ato r. I am  
c ertainly  lo o king  f o rw ard to  
m y  w o rk w ith the dy nam ic , 
m o tivated fac ulty  and staf f at 
Ro lling  Terrac e.

I truly  lo o k f o rw ard to  w o rking  
w ith all o f y o u th is y ear as w e 
c o ntinue to  develo p a 
nurturing  learning  
enviro nm ent in w h ic h all o f 
o ur c h ildren thrive 
ac adem ic ally  and so c ially . 
Thank y o u f o r o f f ering  m e 
su c h a w arm  w elc o m e!

W arm est Reg ards,
Arienne Clark-Harriso n, 
Assistant Princ ipal

Letter from Assistant Principal continued from Page 1

 In o rder to  keep all o f o ur students 
and fam ilies safe during  the 
m o rning  dro p o f f , it is im p o rtant 
that w e f o llo w  the rules (and 
m o del the rules) f o r pedestrian 
safety . W hen dro pp ing  o f f  students 
by  c ar in the m o rning , please pull 
into  the Ro lling  Terrac e drivew ay  
w here staf f o n duty  w ill help to  
g u ide c ars and g et students safely  
to  the sidew alk. 

Please avo id dro pp ing  students o f f  

o n Bay f ield Street w here they  
m ust c ro ss the street and 
drivew ay  to  m ake it safely  to  the 
bu ilding . W e w ant to  ensure that 
w hen students m ust c ro ss the 
street that they  c ro ss at 
desig nated c ro ssw alks. Thank y o u 
f o r supp o rting  o ur ef f o rts at 
keep ing  every  student safe w h ile 
traveling  to  sc h o o l.

--- Arienne Clark-Harriso n, 
Assistant Princ ipal

Keep ing  Kids Safe During  M o rning  Dro p Of f
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by  Diana Co m bs

Th is y ear, the Ro lling  Terrac e 
(RT) PTA has appro ved 
funding  to  start up a Student 
Leadersh ip Club. Thank y o u 
PTA! 

W h y  is student leadersh ip so  
im p o rtant? The g o al o f the 
g ro up w ill be sim ple: G et kids 
invo lved in their sc h o o l in 
o rder to  pro m o te a feeling  o f  
o w nersh ip and resp o nsibility . 
The larg er g o al put f o rth by  
the sc h o o l itself th is y ear is: 
“One Co m m unity . One 
Dream ”. Ho w  w ill y o ur kids 
take part in that g o al?

Ro lling  Terrac e Elem entary  
Sc h o o l (RTES) has several 
w ay s kids c an play  leadersh ip 
ro les that y o u m ay  already  be 
fam iliar w ith , su c h as Safety  
Patro ls o r m aking  the m o rning  
anno unc em ents. Kids are also  
enc o urag ed thro u g h 
c harac ter develo pm ent, o r 
“Tig er Traits” to  alw ay s do  
their best. The h o pe is that 
th is c lub w ill be an interac tive 
additio n to  these leadersh ip 
o pp o rtunities that are already  
in plac e. 

So  w hat c an kids really  do ? 

Y o u’d be surprised! There are 
m any  ideas, su c h as a sc h o o l 
sto re, reading  to  kids in o ther 
c lassro o m s, f undraising  f o r 
c harity , ac tively  help ing  o ut 
at RTES events, and m o re. 
W h ile all o f these m ay  no t 
o c c ur w ith in the f irst y ear, the 
h o pe is to  bu ild o n w hat w e 
beg in th is y ear. 

Lastly , o ur g o al is to  beg in a 
dialo g ue abo ut w hat 
leadersh ip m eans; th is g o es 
bey o nd c harity , teac her 
rew ards, and so  o n. By  being  
a “Kid Leader” at RTES, the 
c h ild c o m m its to  c o ntributing  
to  an all aro und c lim ate o f 
m aking  the rig ht c h o ic es and 
enhanc ing  relatio nsh ips w ith 
o ther students, w h ic h w e 
h o pe to  c o nvey , IS being  a 
leader. Am o ng  the g o als o f 
the g ro up w ill be to  g ive kids 
the to o ls, the lang uag e, and 
steps that they  c an take to  be 
a g o o d ex am ple o f an RT “Kid 
Leader”. 

W h ile planning  pro jec ts, 
g o als, f undraisers, and 
c o m m unity  bu ilding  ac tivities 
are w o nderful w ay s f o r kids to  
take o w nersh ip at RTES, 
im parting  w hat leadersh ip 
really  m eans as a c harac ter 

trait has to  be a big  part o f 
the eq uatio n. I h o pe m any  
parents w ill also  see the 
benef its o f su c h a c lub, and 
jo in m e in supp o rting  the 
g ro up w ith vo lunteer tim e – 
w hether attending  m eeting s 
o r help ing  the c h ildren f o llo w  
thro u g h w ith g o als they  set. 

W e w ill h o ld m o nthly  
lunc htim e m eeting s f o r 
c h ildren in 3rd thro u g h 5th 
g rades. Lunc h , drinks and 
snac ks w ill be pro vided. The 
f irst m eeting  is planned f o r 
m id-Oc to ber. Parents o f 
y o ung er students, w e need 
y o u to o ! W h ile lo g istic ally  
inc luding  the y o ung er g rades 
at m eeting s w o uld be 
dif f ic ult, there W ILL be 
o pp o rtunities f o r y o ung er 
c h ildren to  partic ipate (hands 
o n) w ith future student 
leadersh ip ac tivities – su c h as 
the f o o d drive.

A c o -fac ilitato r(s) is needed to  
help plan m eeting s, m ake 
c o p ies, brainsto rm  ideas, etc . 
Please c o ntac t: Diana Co m bs 
at dianac o m bs@ earthlink.net 
f o r m o re inf o rm atio n. 

Stu dent Leadersh ip  Clu b to  Start in Oc to b er
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by  Kerri Hu f f o rd

Oc to ber 8  is annual “W alk to  
Sc h o o l Day ,” w here Ro lling  
Terrac e Elem entary  Sc h o o l 
(RTES) and sc h o o ls aro und the 
c o untry  enc o urag e students to  
f ind safe ro utes to  w alk o r bike 
to  sc h o o l.  The g o al is to  
pro m o te m o re ph y sic al 
ac tivity , em phasiz e safety  in 
using  c ro ssw alks, identif y  
p o tential haz ards that prevent 
m o re peo ple fro m  w alking  o r 
biking  to  sc h o o l, dec rease 
c o ng estio n o f c ars aro und 
sc h o o ls (w h ic h c an be a safety  
issue) , and help dec rease 
p o llutio n.
 
At RTES, w e w ill be 
enc o urag ing  students and 
parents to  m eet at Lo ng  
Branc h G arland Park (o n 
G arland Avenue, o ne blo c k 
do w n fro m  Piney  Branc h 
Ro ad).  W e w ill m eet there at 
8 am , have lig ht, health y  

refreshm ents (fru it, w ater, 
etc .) , and w alk to  the sc h o o l 
to g ether at abo ut 8 :20.  W e 
are asking  every o ne to  w ear 
red. (Our c ro w d w ill really  
stand o ut in the sam e c o lo r!).  
 
If y o u live c lo se by , try  w alking  
fro m  y o ur h o use.  If it is no t 
feasible to  w alk fro m  h o m e, 
here are so m e su g g estio ns:  
Park at Lo ng  Branc h Library  
and w alk to  the park (m y  o w n 
fam ily  w ill be w alking  fro m  
that area, leaving  the library  
aro und 7 :40 am ):  park o n 
Do m er Avenue, w h ic h is o f f  
F lo w er Avenue, and w alk do w n 
Do m er, w h ic h ends at the 
park.  There are c ro ssing  
g uards in that area. 

There are m any  o ther th ing s 
y o u c an do  to  g et the m essag e 
ac ro ss to  kids abo ut the value 
o f w alking  o r biking  and to  
pro m o te safety : Identif y  so m e 
plac es that w o uld be feasible 
to  w alk to  instead o f driving  to  
in y o ur area (and do  it!).  
Em phasiz e h o w  to  use a 
c ro ssw alk, and to  o bey  w hat a 
c ro ssing  g uard say s .  

Please c o ntac t Kerri Hu f f o rd  
(301-650-1925, 
bandkhu f f@ c o m c ast.net) if  y o u 
c an vo lunteer o n “W alk to  
Sc h o o l Day .”  W e need 
so m eo ne to  take p ic tures, help 

Leave th e Car Beh in d: W alk to  Sc h o o l o n W ednesday , Oc to b er 8 th  

The Ro lling  Terrac e PTA is 
sp o nso ring  the sec o nd 
annual G eo Bo w l, a 
c o m plem entary  g eo g raph y  
c urric ulum  f o r all 3rd 
thro u g h 5th g raders. Last 
y ear w as su c h a su c c ess 
and the students learned so  
m u c h abo ut Afric a and the 
Am eric as. 

Th is y ear w e’re f o c using  o n 
Euro pe and Asia. The 
pac kets w ere distributed o n 
F riday , Sept 26 and they  are 
due bac k by  No vem ber 7 . 
The pro g ram  is o ptio nal, but 
the sc h o o l is enc o urag ing  
all students to  partic ipate. If 
y o u w o uld like to  help w ith 
th is pro g ram  o r if  y o u have 
any  q uestio ns, please 
c o ntac t Katie Sebastian at: 
katieseb@ g m ail.c o m  o r 301-
8 91-3653. 

Learn all abo ut Euro pe &  
Asia!!

w ith set up and c lean up at 
the park, identif y  o ther 
ro utes peo ple c an w alk 
fro m , and hand o ut trin-
kets. Ideas are alw ay s 
w elc o m e. Ho pe to  see y o u 
there. Rem em ber to  w ear 
red!
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 by  Caitlin Jam es

F ro m  nausea, to  h ives to  
anaph y lac tic  sh o c k to  death. 
Th is is the rang e o f reac tio ns 
a f o o d allerg y  c an c ause. One 
m istaken bite o f f o o d o r a 
trac e am o unt p ic ked up fro m  
a sm ear o f f o o d c an bring  
abo ut a reac tio n. Peo ple w ith 
f o o d allerg ies m ust be vig ilant 
at all tim es abo ut w hat they  
are eating  – o r f o r th o se w ith 
severe allerg ies – abo ut w hat 
trac e am o unt o f an ing redient 
they  c o m e in c o ntac t w ith. F o r 
c h ildren, dealing  w ith all th is 
c an be a daunting  c halleng e 
w hen their parents are no t 
present. 

Three m em bers o f the Ro lling  
Terrac e (RTES) c o m m unity , 
inc luding  m y self , G eo rg iana 
Jim enez , a 1st and 2nd g rade 
Spanish im m ersio n teac her, 
and Shana G ro ssm an, an 
RTES parent, have started a 
F o o d Allerg y  Aw areness Sub-
c o m m ittee o f the PTA 

Nutritio n Co m m ittee. All three 
o f us have c h ildren w ith f o o d 
allerg ies and are c o nc erned 
abo ut m aking  RTES a safer 
plac e f o r c h ildren and staf f 
w ith f o o d allerg ies. A c ru c ial 
step in th is pro c ess is to  raise 
the aw areness o f the 
c o m m unity  abo ut f o o d allerg y  
safety  issues.

The idea f o r the g ro up 
surfac ed last y ear w hen m y  
dau g hter, w h o  has severe 
peanut allerg y , w as in 
Kinderg arten. Every o ne I 
talked to  at RTES abo ut her 
allerg y  w as ex trem ely  kind 
and help ful abo ut 
ac c o m m o dating  her needs. 
Ho w ever, w ith eac h req uest I 
m ade o r q uestio n I raised 
abo ut her safety , I o ften felt 
like I w as re-inventing  a w heel 
that sh o uld already  ex ist, 
sinc e I w as c ertain she w as 
no t the f irst c h ild at RTES w ith 
f o o d allerg ies. F o r ex am ple, 
w ell into  the sc h o o l y ear, 
c lassm ates’ parents w ere 
sending  in h o m em ade f o o d 
f o r sc h o o l c elebratio ns 
bec ause they  w ere no t aw are 
that M o ntg o m ery  Co unty  
Public  Sc h o o ls’ (M CPS) p o lic y  
is that all f o o d item s sent in 
f o r c elebratio ns m ust be sto re-
bo u g ht w ith labels listing  their 
ing redients. 

As a result o f su c h 
ex perienc es, I started to  th ink 
it m ig ht be a g o o d idea to  
reac h o ut to  o thers in the 

sc h o o l w ith c h ildren w ith f o o d 
allerg ies so  w e c o uld w o rk 
to g ether to  m ake th ing s 
easier in the future f o r 
c h ildren and staf f w h o  su f f er 
fro m  f o o d allerg ies.  Bef o re 
lo ng , I had m et M s. Jim enez  
and M s. G ro ssm an, and w e 
disc o vered w e had sim ilar 
ideas abo ut w hat c o uld be 
do ne. F o r ex am ple, w e 
realiz ed w e c o uld enc o urag e 
teac hers to  m ake parents 
m o re aw are fro m  day  o ne o f 
the p o lic y  (w h ic h is published 
in the RTES Parent/F am ily  
Handbo o k) abo ut sending  
o nly  sto re-bo u g ht, labeled 
f o o d f o r c lass c elebratio ns.

Sinc e o ur m ain c o nc ern is 
that students w ith f o o d 
allerg ies at RTES feel safe and 
inc luded at sc h o o l, M s. 
Jim enez  q u ic kly  p o inted o ut 
that th is is very  m u c h in 
keep ing  w ith the sc h o o l’s 
Charac ter Develo pm ent 
pro g ram  – the part that 
enc o urag es “respec t f o r all.” 
It’s im p o rtant that c lassm ates 
o f c h ildren w ith f o o d allerg ies 
understand w h y  they  
sh o uldn’t o f f er f o o d to  o thers 
in the lunc hro o m  o r w h y  a 
c lassm ate w ith a f o o d allerg y  
m ay  be sitting  at a spec ial 
table. The c o nc ept o f “respec t 
f o r all” pro vides a fram ew o rk 
f o r teac h ing  students abo ut 
su c h a c lassm ate’s situatio n.

Our sub-c o m m ittee has o ther 
ideas as w ell. F o r ex am ple, 

PTA Su b-Co m m ittee o n F o o d  Allerg y  Aw areness F o rm in g

continued on Page 6
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w e plan to  use the funding  
the PTA has aw arded us to  
start a f o o d allerg y  library  
w ith bo o ks and video s to  be 
used as a reso urc e f o r 
teac hers o r o ther m em bers o f 
the RTES c o m m unity  w h o  
w o uld like to  learn m o re abo ut 
f o o d allerg ies. W e also  plan to  
pro vide useful inf o rm atio n 
and tips to  staf f , parents and 
the PTA abo ut preparing  f o r 
sc h o o l events and f ield trips 
w here f o o d is to  be o f f ered. 

In additio n to  artic les like th is 
o ne, w e’ve beg un pro m o ting  
aw areness abo ut f o o d 

allerg ies in o ther w ay s; M s. 
Jim enez  m ade a presentatio n 
abo ut f o o d allerg y  issues to  
the entire RTES staf f at a 
pro fessio nal m eeting  at the 
beg inning  o f  th is sc h o o l y ear. 
As a result o f o ur g ro up’s 
advo c ac y  ef f o rts, the RTES 
kitc hen is no w  peanut-free. 
(Students still bring  peanut 
butter in their lunc hes fro m  
h o m e, but the daily  th ird 
m enu o ptio n in the c afeteria 
th is y ear is g rilled c heese 
instead o f peanut butter and 
jelly  sandw ic hes.) In additio n, 
the RTES kitc hen is seaf o o d-
free due to  staf f f o o d allerg ies.

W e also  h o pe to  g et m em bers 
o f the RTES c o m m unity , 
espec ially  the new  student 
leadersh ip c lub, invo lved in 
fundraising  events to  pro m o te 
f o o d allerg y  aw areness.

W e plan to  h o ld several sub-
c o m m ittee m eeting s during  
the sc h o o l y ear. If y o u are 
interested in jo ining , please 
c o ntac t: Caitlin Jam es 
(c aitlin.a.jam es@ g m ail.c o m , 
301-412-2633) , o r Shana 
G ro ssm an (parry shana@
ho tm ail.c o m ).

Food Allergy continued from Page 5

The M ary land Sc h o o l Assessm ent 
(M SA) is an annual assessm ent 
pro g ram  that tests g rades 3 
thro u g h 8  in reading  and 
m athem atic s The M SA results are 
used in the c alc ulatio n o f w hether 
a sc h o o l m et the Annual Y early  
Pro g ress (AY P) targ ets spec if ied in 
the No  Ch ild Left Beh ind (NCLB) 
Ac t o f 2001. In the nex t few  
m o nths, M CPS w ill also  be 
rep o rting  the results o f the sc ienc e 
assessm ent at g rades 5 and 8  and 

at the h ig h sc h o o l level. Sc ienc e 
results are no t part o f the AY P 
c alc ulatio n. Parents o f c h ildren 
w h o  to o k the M SA rec eived a 
rep o rt in the m ail. Ro lling  Terrac e 
Elem entary  Sc h o o l (RTES) m et AY P 
in all c ateg o ries in 2008 . To  view  
RTES’ M SA results f o r 2008 , please 
g o  to : 
http://m drep o rtc ard.o rg /Assessm en
ts.asp x ?K=1507 7 1& W DATA=Sc h o o l

 M SA Results f o r Ro lling  Terrac e Available Online

by  Caitlin Jam es

Ro lling  Terrac e Elem entary  
Sc h o o l (RTES) parents have 
the o pp o rtunity  to  g et 
invo lved in the c o ntinued 
develo pm ent o f the Sc h o o l 
Im pro vem ent Plan (SIP) w h ic h 

desc ribes the sc h o o l’s visio n, 
m issio n and g o als. Th is w o rk 
is do ne at m o nthly  m eeting s 
o f the Sc h o o l Im pro vem ent 
Leadersh ip Team . These 
m eeting s are held in the RTES 
M edia Center o n the last 
Thursday  o f every  m o nth at 

3:15 pm . Princ ipal Jennif er 
Co nno rs req u ires that parents 
inf o rm  her at least 24 h o urs 
in advanc e if  interested in 
attending .

The Leadersh ip Team ’s 
purp o se is to  develo p , 

Parents Can Help  Sh ap e th e Visi o n  f o r Ro llin g  Terrac e

continued on Page 7
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im plem ent and m o nito r the 
RTES SIP, ac c o rding  to  M rs. 
Co nno rs. The plan f o r the 
2008 -09 sc h o o l y ear w ill be 
p o sted o n the sc h o o l’s 
w ebsite 
(http://w w w .m o ntg o m ery sc h o o
lsm d.o rg /sc h o o ls/ro lling es/) by  
Oc to ber 17 . In additio n, the 
plan w ill be review ed at PTA 
m eeting s and a hard c o p y  c an 
be sent h o m e up o n req uest to  
M rs. Co nno rs.

In additio n to  the Leadersh ip 
Team ’s m o nthly  m eeting s, 
there are f ive sub-c o m m ittees 
related to  the g o als o f the SIP. 
All RTES pro fessio nal staf f sit 
o n o ne o f these sub-
c o m m ittees. Parents c an also  

g et invo lved in the m o nthly  
sub-c o m m ittee m eeting s, 
w h ic h are held after sc h o o l o n 
the 2nd M o nday  o f every  
m o nth (unless there is a 
sc h o o l h o liday ). Ho w ever, 
M rs. Co nno rs asks that 
interested parents either 
c o m m it to  a y ear-lo ng  
invo lvem ent w ith a sub-
c o m m ittee, o r let her kno w  if  
they  w o uld like to  m ake a o ne-
tim e presentatio n to  a sub-
c o m m ittee o n a partic ular 
issue. If the interested parent 
is no t able to  attend a 
m eeting , they  c an still c o ntac t 
M rs. Co nno rs abo ut the issue 
o f c o nc ern and M rs. Co nno rs 
o r a m em ber o f the sub-
c o m m ittee w ill bring  it bef o re 

the sub-c o m m ittee. After the 
m eeting , the parent w ill 
rec eive feedbac k.

The f ive sub-c o m m ittees are: 
F am ily  Invo lvem ent, 
Charac ter Develo pm ent, 
M ath/Sc ienc e, Lang uag e Arts 
and G ifted and Talented. The 
sub-c o m m ittees w ill have 
their f irst m eeting  o n Oc to ber 
13 at 3:15 pm . Please c o ntac t 
M rs. Co nno rs 
(Jennifer_Co nno rs@ m c psm d.o rg , 
301-431-7 600) if  interested in 
g etting  invo lved.

Parents Help Share Vision continued from Page 6

by  Laura Kriv

G o t a g reat idea f o r a sc h o o l 
o r c lassro o m  pro jec t? The PTA 
m ini-g rants c o m m ittee w ants 
to  fund it! The m ini-g rants 
pro g ram  o f f ers sm all g rants to  
Ro lling  Terrac e Elem entary  
Sc h o o l (RTES) parents, 
teac hers and staf f. M ini-g rants 
c an fund spec ial pro jec ts o r 
item s f o r y o ur c lassro o m  
and/o r g rade. They  c an also  
pay  f o r spec ial pro g ram s, 
ac tivities o r f ield trips. Last 
y ear, PTA m ini-g rants funded 
tw elve pro g ram s, su c h as:

• The Autho r Study  -- w h ic h 
sp o nso red lo c al c h ildren’s 
autho r M ary  Do w ning  Hahn to  

speak at RTES abo ut w riting  
and public atio n o f her 
c h ildren’s bo o ks.

• The Ex tended Day  Pro g ram  -
- after-sc h o o l tuto ring  servic es 
f o c used o n m ath , reading  
vo c abulary  and c o m prehen-
sio n skills. 

• The Latin Am eric an Danc e 
Event -- a fundraiser in 
supp o rt o f f ield trips f o r the 
f o urth g rade.

• RTES Puz z le So lvers -- a 
bo rro w ing  library  o f pu z z les 
f o r teac hers, students and 
parents. 

The RTES PTA has appro ved 

$ 3,600 f o r m ini-g rants 
pro jec ts f o r the 2008 -2009 
sc h o o l y ear. Applic atio ns w ill 
be sent o ut in early  Oc to ber. 
Classro o m  teac hers, spec ial-
ists, parents and staf f c an 
subm it applic atio ns 
individually  o r in g ro ups. W e 
enc o urag e all to  be c reative 
and apply !

Stay  tuned f o r m o re m ini-
g rants inf o rm atio n to  c o m e. 
In the m eantim e, if  y o u have 
any  q uestio ns abo ut the 
pro g ram , o r just w ant to  talk 
thro u g h a pro jec t idea that 
needs supp o rt, feel free to  
c o ntac t m ini-g rants c hair, 
Laura Kriv  (laurakriv@
starp o w er.net).

PTA M in i-g rants Ava ilable f o r Sp ec ial Pro jec ts
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by  Sim o ne Harris

The Sally  F o ster fundraising  
drive is o ne o f the m ajo r 
so urc es o f f unding  f o r the 
Ro lling  Terrac e (RT) PTA every  
y ear, so  every o ne’s 
partic ipatio n is stro ng ly  
enc o urag ed. F o rm s w ere sent 
h o m e in students’ bac kpac ks 
in early  Septem ber, and are 
due bac k to  h o m ero o m  
teac hers by  Oc to ber 8 . The 
Sally  F o ster item s w ill be 
available f o r p ic k up o n 
No vem ber 11 and 12 during  
Parent/Teac her Co nferenc es. 
Co o kie Do u g h item s w ill ONLY  
be available o n No vem ber 12. 

There are m any  inc entives to  
m o tivate RTES students, staf f 
and fam ilies to  sell: The to p 
tw o  sellers (bo th to p do llar and 
to p item  am o unt) rec eive 
g rand priz es fro m  the PTA. All 
students w h o  sell 15 o r m o re 
item s w ill be invited to  a p iz z a 
party . There w ill be an ic e 
c ream  party  f o r the h o m ero o m  
c lass in eac h g rade (K-5) that 
has the h ig hest level o f 
partic ipatio n. The to p-selling  
RTES staf f m em ber w ill rec eive 
a $ 25 g ift c ard. F eel free to  
c o ntac t the fundraiser c o -
c hairs w ith any  q uestio ns: 
Sim o ne Harris (sim o nebh27 @  
y ah o o .c o m  (301)563-6525) ,  o r 
Alm a Orellana: (301)649-7 509.

Sally  F o ster and Co o k ie Do u g h  F u nd Raiser 
G o in g  o n  No w

Thanks to  all w h o  
c o ntributed to  the staf f 
“Bac k-to -Sc h o o l Breakfast” 
o n M o nday  Au g ust 25.  
M any  parents bro u g ht 
delic io us dishes to  the 
event, held the day  bef o re 
sc h o o l started.  

Co ntributo rs inc luded:  
Sarah O'Herro n, Pam  
Lanf o rd, Diana Co m bs, 
M arie Bro ussard, Helen 
Jo hnso n, Kath y rn M edland, 
La To ny a Abro m , Anissa 
G reen, Ang ela G uthrie, G ary  
Cardillo , Do nna Peang -
M eth , and Sara Cartm ill.  
Thanks so  m u c h f o r y o ur 
help. Spec ial thanks also  to  
the F o ur Co rners Starbu c ks 
f o r do nating  3 g allo ns o f 
c o f f ee and c ream !

W e'll put to g ether ano ther 
m eal f o r the teac hers and 
staf f w hen the f irst rep o rt 
c ards c o m e o ut in early  
No vem ber, so  start lo o king  
f o r th o se rec ipes!

--- G ing er G eertsem a, Staf f 
Apprec iatio n Co o rdinato r

M any  Hands Invo lved in 
Staf f Breakfast

by  To m  Jac o bso n

The Ro lling  Terrac e (RT) 
PTA c urrently  has an o pening  
f o r Blair Cluster Representa-
tive.  I am  happ ily  f illing  th is 
ro le, and have do ne so  f o r the 
past few  y ears, but w o uld like 
to  f ind so m eo ne w h o  w o uld like 
to  jo in m e in the ro le th is y ear, 
w ith a view  to w ard eventually  
replac ing  m e.  As eac h y ear 
g o es by , I feel an ever-stro ng er 
need to  bu ild the c apac ity  o f 
o ur PTA and the Blair Cluster's 
PTAs in g eneral.  

F o r th o se w h o  m ay  no t kno w , 
the term  "Blair Cluster" refers 
to  Blair, Kennedy , No rthw o o d, 
and Einstein Hig h Sc h o o ls, and 
tho se m iddle and elem entary  
sc h o o ls w h ic h "feed" into  
them . RTES is o ne o f th o se 
elem entary  sc h o o ls.

Th is is a g reat o pp o rtunity  f o r 
any o ne interested in edu c atio n 
and public  p o lic y , espec ially  as 
it af f ec ts o ur sc h o o l and 
c o m m unity . Here are the basic  
ro les and resp o nsibilities o f the 
p o sitio n:

Vo lu nteer Needed to  be Clu ster 
Rep resentative

continued on Page 9
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THE ROLLING  
TERRACE TIG ER

Edito r: Caitlin Jam es

G raph ic  Desig n &  Lay o ut: 
Jo hn Le

Spanish Translato r &  
Pro o f reader: Andrea 
G ry nberg

Eng lish Pro o f reader: Diana 
Co m bs

Co p y /Distributio n Team : 
Diana Co m bs, Nilam  Patel, 
M o nic a Velasq uez

Please send item s f o r the 
nex t issue by  Oc to ber 15 to :

c aitlin.a.jam es@ g m ail.c o m
301-412-2633

•  At a m inim um , the perso n 
f illing  th is p o sitio n is 
req u ired to  attend the 
m o nthly  Blair Cluster 
m eeting s o n the 3rd 
Thursday  o f the m o nth , held 
in o ne o f the lo c al sc h o o ls, 
and to  rep o rt bac k to  
the RT PTA at o ur 
m o nthly  Bo ard o f Direc to r 
m eeting s.  

•   The Cluster Representative 
is perio dic ally  asked to  help 
prepare the PTA testim o ny  
o n budg etary  m atters f o r 
the Bo ard Of Edu c atio n. Th is 
w riting  task rarely  ex c eeds 
a parag raph o r tw o , but 
do es req u ire so m e c o o rdi-
natio n w ith the RT PTA, 
inc luding  the Princ ipal.  

•   The Representatives have 
the o pp o rtunity  to  attend 
m eeting s o n issues af f ec t-
ing  o ur Do w n Co unty  
Co nso rtium  sc h o o ls (Blair, 
Kennedy , 

No rthw o o d, Einstein, and 
W heato n).  

•  The Representatives also  
help w ith so m e o f the 
adm inistrative tasks related 
to  PTAs, su c h as c o o rdinat-
ing  w ith their PTA o n 
updating  the by law s, being  
sure that the PTA insuranc e 
is paid and that the 
treasurer and m em bersh ip 
c hair have subm itted 
m em bersh ip dues to  the 
c o unty  and state PTAs.

The Cluster m eeting s are very  
inf o rm al af f airs. If y o u th ink 
y o u m ay  be interested, y o u are 
enc o urag ed to  jo in m e in 
attending  a m eeting  o r tw o  to  
learn m o re. To  disc uss the 
p o sitio n f urther, please 
c o ntac t:  To m  Jac o bso n 
(tjac o bso n@ starp o w er.net, 301-
58 9-0966). 

Cluster Rep continued from Page 8



FREE MONEY FOR ROLLING TERRACE! 
Compiled by Ann Treadway 

 
Here are some easy ways to raise money for Rolling Terrace when you shop: 
 
Giant October 3, 2008- April 2, 2009       Cash/ based upon sales 
If you shop at the Giant please register to support Rolling Terrace (ID#00918) at your local store 
or on the internet at www.giantfood.com.  Last years registration is no longer valid so please re-
register for the current school year.  The Media Center staff will register for you if you fill out 
the bottom portion of this page and return it to Rolling Terrace. 
 
Safeway October 1, 2008 – May 31, 2009 1%-3% powered by escrip 
Safeway’s program will be powered by escrip.  To register on line go to www.escrip.com.  
Please designate Rolling Terrace (ID#6559057 ) as your school to support.  While registering for 
Safeway at escrip check out the other stores that are also part of this program.  Some are Macys, 
Eddie Bauer, Payless Shoes, Orvis and TruGreen Chemlawn. 
 
Food Lion 
Each time you shop at Food Lion and use your MVP card, a portion of your total grocery 
purchase will be donated to Rolling Terrace.  Please register at www.foodlion.com and select 
Rolling Terrace Elementary School. 
 
Target  On-going program 1% Back to Schools 
Each time you use a Target Visa or a Target Card at a Target store or online a donation equal to 
1% of the sale will be donated to the school you have selected.  Please register at any Target 
store using Rolling Terrace ID#58185.  You may also register on line at www.target.com. Select 
Company/Community giving , and then School fund raising program. 
 
Office Depot On-going 5% to be used for school supplies 
When you shop at Office Depot, tell the cashier you would like to support Rolling Terrace 
Elementary School (ID#70047456) and 5% of you purchase will be assigned to the school.  You 
can also make purchases on line. 
 
Box Tops for Education 
When you buy General Mills products clip the box tops for education label and bring it to school 
for collection.  The collection box is located in the main hallway, on the concrete bench by the 
Health Room. 
  
Other Ways to Raise Money 
For information about other ways you can raise money for Rolling Terrace when you shop 
online, visit the following link: http://www.boxtops4education.com/AboutBoxTops/ 
 
Giant Registration Form   Please Print.  (Return to Media Center.)  
 
First Name______________________Last Name________________________________ 
 
Giant card Number (12 Digits)________________________________ 
         

http://www.giantfood.com/
http://www.escrip.com/
http://www.foodlion.com/
http://www.target.com/


 SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL – JOIN THE PTA!! 
 

Rolling Terrace Elementary School 
Annual PTA Membership 

2008-2009 
 

Welcome to another terrific year at Rolling Terrace Elementary School. The teachers, staff, and our children 
work hard and learn together throughout the year. As parents and families, we can show our support and help 
out by joining the PTA. Your membership is a great way to participate and make this year successful. 
 
Your PTA dues money helps pay for MANY programs and events during the school year. This past year, 
PTA dues helped provide: 
 • Mini-grants to support teachers’ special projects and/or classroom materials 

• Family events including the Kindergarten picnic, Craft Fair, Family Fun Nights, & carnival 
• Geography Bowl, a PTA-sponsored enrichment program for our kids 
 

This year, our PTA goals include: 
 • Scholarships to support wider participation in after school programs like Hands on Science 

• A Student Leadership Program to encourage our kids to take an active, positive role 
 in the school community 
 

Help make these programs and many others possible, and show your school spirit by joining the PTA. 
Please feel free to contact our PTA officers or membership coordinator with questions. 
Thank you,  
Rolling Terrace Elementary School PTA 
Officers:    President: Anissa H. Green, Home: 240-450-0761, Cell: 301-648-4969 rtpta_pres@yahoo.com 
       Co-Vice Presidents:  LaTonya Abroms, 240-988-3943, skekenikki@aol.com 
     Tim Johnson, 301-408-4117, twjohnson61@aol.com 
       Treasurer: Parry Wilson, 301-946-9634, parryshana@hotmail.com 
       Secretary: Victoria Roberts, 301-562-1150, victoria.a.roberts@gmail.com 

(Membership coordinator: Sara Cartmill, 301-585-6604, saracart@comcast.net) 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ---- - - - - -  --  
Your Name:             
 

Child’s Name:           Grade:      
 
Phone Number:         
 

Email Address:             (please print carefully) 
By providing us with your email address, you will receive notices on the Rolling Terrace PTA Listserve. 
 

Please make checks payable to RT-PTA 
Membership Categories:    (please circle one – dues are paid one time per year) 
 
Basic Member: $10/Year        Contributing Member: $25/Year       Sustaining Member:  $30/Year 
 

May we contact you to help with an event this year?  YES    NO 
 

Please return your completed form and payment to the Rolling Terrace Front Office, or mail to: 
Sara Cartmill, 2403 Holman Ave, Silver Spring, Maryland, 20910 

mailto:victoria.a.roberts@gmail.com



