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Rolling Terrace Elementary School
705 Bayfield Street
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912
Main Office # 301-431-7600
Principal’s Update

November 2009
Dear Parents/Guardians,
As the first marking period draws to a close, teachers in Grades 1-5 will be preparing report cards and giving you information on your child’s progress at conferences in the second week of November.  Before the conference review your child’s schoolwork samples, talk to your child about school, prepare questions you want to ask the teacher, and prepare notes of things you want to share.  During the conference clarify next steps with the teacher, and let the teacher know the best way to contact you to keep you informed of your child’s progress.  After the conference talk with your child about what you and the teacher discussed, follow through on the teacher’s recommendations, and keep the teacher informed of any changes.  This will be another opportunity for you to work with the school to ensure your child’s success.  

PTA Meeting
A PTA meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 4, 7:00 p.m. in the All-Purpose Room.  Parents have identified the topics that they wish to discuss.  Topics include assessments, PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports), and parent-teacher conferences and communication about students’ progress. 
 
Staff News
On Monday, November 9, Ms. Connors, principal, will return to Rolling Terrace after her family leave.  She is eager to resume her leadership of a high achieving school community where students, teachers, parents, and guardians work together to make sure their children succeed.  She will continue the fine best practices and successful structures she has established that result in responsible, respectful, safe, and prepared learners.  In her absence, I have been proud to serve you and honored to have been a part of your community.   
Because of our increased number of students receiving ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) services, we have added another ESOL teacher to our staff.  Her name is Jessica Hoover.  She comes highly recommended with highly qualified teacher certification in ESOL.  She will be working with primary grade students, beginning November 10.  Please join me in welcoming Ms. Hoover to Rolling Terrace.

Thank You, Parents/Guardians
We are very grateful to all of you parents/guardians who help support our school in so many ways.  For one, over 300 families attended the International Nights that the PTA organized.  Parents cooked and baked, staff and students sang and danced, and everyone ate together and had a good time.  Another thank you goes to parents for providing scrumptious breakfast and snacks for staff last month.  Food always adds smiles, well-being, and energy to our day.  As we go into this Thanksgiving holiday month, we give special thanks for all that we have in our Rolling Terrace community.

Saturday School, the George B. Thomas, Sr. Learning Academy 
We encourage you to send your children to the Saturday School at Blair High School.  The school is open each Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  The primary mission is to enhance and accelerate mastery of academics, especially in reading, mathematics, and language arts.  Free transportation is available.  For further details, please contact Ms. Vilna Bonilla-Kenny, Family Services and Community Outreach Coordinator, at 301-431-7600.

Other Events
11/2	No School
11/3 	Second marking period begins
11/9	Due date for ALL Magnet Applications delivered or postmarked   
11/11 	Parent conferences, early release at 12:35 p.m., report cards distributed
11/12	Parent conferences, early release at 12:35 p.m.
11/24	Picture make-up
11/25	Early release at 12:35 p.m.
11/26	Thanksgiving Day
11/27	Thanksgiving holiday



								Sincerely yours,
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Janice N. Faden, Acting Principal
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