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Welcome to Rolling Terrace 
Welcome to Rolling Terrace Elementary School!   
 
Rolling Terrace is a Pre-K-5th grade Title 1 and Partial Spanish Immersion Magnet School. We 
serve a multi-ethnic population of approximately 640 students. We have many programs including 
Horizon Day-Care, The Commonweal Foundation, Judy Center, Linkages to Learning, and a 
Family Room. The mission of Rolling Terrace Elementary School is to provide a caring and safe 
learning environment where all children achieve success.  We are a diverse population of students, 
parents, and staff who hold ourselves and each other responsible for student achievement.  This 
goal will be achieved through rigorous instruction, collaboration among stakeholders, effective 
utilization of resources, and trust in one another.  We believe that through teamwork, Rolling 
Terrace Elementary School will be a high achieving school community. 
 
The Federally funded Title 1 program provides Rolling Terrace with staffing for teachers and 
instructional assistants, funds for instructional materials in reading and math, funds for enrichment 
activities and programs, and funds to support parent involvement. Title I is part of the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001. The legislation provides federal funds to help students in schools with high 
economic needs to achieve high standards. The specific objective of the Title I program is to enable all 
students to meet state and local student performance standards and for schools to achieve the Adequate 
Yearly Progress goals set by the Maryland State Department of Education. Under the Title I Program, a 
Parent Involvement Policy and a Parent Compact have been developed which are included at the end of 
this Handbook.   

The partial Spanish Immersion Program at Rolling Terrace provides instruction in English for one-half 
day and Spanish for one-half day, with the exception of Kindergarten.  The goals of the program are to 
develop the abilities of students to understand, speak, read, and write in both English and Spanish. For 
non-Spanish speaking students, the program is a means for developing language skills in a second 
language. For students who already speak both languages, the program enables students to continue to 
use both Spanish and English in an academic and educational environment.  Students from throughout 
the county apply for this program and are admitted on a lottery basis in kindergarten and first grades. 

Each year Rolling Terrace develops a School Improvement Plan, designed to serve as a blueprint for the 
actions and processes needed to increase student performance.  It helps guide resource allocation, staff 
development, instructional content and practice, and assessment.  It is not meant to be inclusive of all 
activities at a school, but rather it focuses on one or more areas in which the school should improve 
performance. The School Improvement Plan is developed by a group of Rolling Terrace administrators, 
teachers, parents, and community members.   

Finally, Rolling Terrace enjoys a high level of parent involvement and a strong sense of community, 
cultivated through our home school neighborhood, our immersion program, dedicated and talented 
teachers and staff, and through our active PTA. Our school Mascot is the Tiger. 

 

http://mcps.k12.md.us/schoolodex/schooloverview.cfm?s=02771
http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml
http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml
http://msde.state.md.us/
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Getting to School and Leaving School 
School hours are from 8:50 am to 3:05 pm.  The school doors open each morning at 8:20AM.  All 
students arriving before the start of class and wishing to eat breakfast should go directly to the All-
Purpose room.  If students are not eating breakfast, they should wait outside their classrooms.   

No matter how your child gets to school, please let him/her know that they: 

� Must cross in the crosswalk 

� Must wait for the Crossing Guard or Student Patrol to indicate that it is safe to cross 

� Must not cut through the parking lot, but stay on the sidewalk. 

Taking the s  School Bu
During the sum
year.  In this p
color) planned
route and the

mer, you will receive a packet of material to prepare for the school 
acket will be a form that shows the bus routes (shown by number and 
 for Rolling Terrace.  This form shows the stops planned for each 
 start time of the route.  The current routes can be seen at 
ps.k12.md.us/departments/transportation/busroutes/02771bus.pdfhttp://www.mc  .   

If you plan to use the bus, select the stop closest to your home, note the route number, and wait for the 
bus on the first day of school.   

It isn’t possible to know the precise time of arrival at each stop, but you can estimate 3-5 minutes for 
each stop.  By the end of the first week of school, the route timing becomes more predictable and the 
driver can let you know what time he/she expects to arrive at your stop.   

The bus drivers are careful to see that someone is waiting to meet each child.  If a parent is not present, 
the driver may wait until the parent arrives or check that another parent is willing to take charge of the 
child.  If no one is available to pick up your child, the driver will bring your child back to RTES. 

Students arriving by bus before the start of class enter the school through the front door and wait outside 
their classrooms 

The bus is late 
On rare occasion, the bus may be considerably late.  This should be very infrequent, but can occur if 
there is a substitute driver or a mechanical problem.  If the bus is very late in the morning, it may be best 
to organize a carpool among the parents at the bus stop.  The bus route coordinator can also be called to 
see if there is an update.   

There are rare instances when children are marked as “absent” for the day when the bus arrives after 
teachers have submitted attendance lists.  If you get a recorded message about an absence when the bus 
was late, please call the school to notify and correct the attendance record. 

If the bus is late in the afternoon, parents can call the school or the coordinator to determine what the 
issue is and when the bus can be expected. 
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Who is responsible? 
Rolling Terrace buses are within the Blair Cluster of buses.  To make an inquiry, offer a complaint or 
compliment, or if your child leaves something on the bus, you can call:  

Betty Midkiff, Transportation Cluster Supervisor     301-879-1060 

Before you call, make sure you remember the route number, so the Supervisor can help you more 
quickly.  Each bus also has a sign in the side windows with the four-digit route number.   

How does my child know how to get on the bus at the end of the day? 
It’s important that each child knows his bus number.  In the early grades, it may help to attach a note to 
your child with the route number.  At the end of the day, an announcement is made dismissing bus riders, 
according to bus route number.  Through second grade, the dismissed riders are escorted by a Safety 
Patrol down to the All-Purpose Room (which is also the lunchroom).  There, they are organized 
according to their bus route and they board the bus.   

If your child somehow ends up on the wrong bus, the driver will alert the supervisor/school and the 
school will try to contact you.   

 Can my child ride the bus home with a friend? 
Yes, if you provide a note to your child’s teacher so your child is dismissed correctly. 

Driving to and from School 
The school is in a
instructions from
and end of school

Students should b
of the curb painte

 residential area with narrow streets.  It is critical that drivers obey all 
 crossing guards, parent volunteers and safety patrols.  At the start 
, the roads and parking lot become very congested.   

e dropped off at the front entrance of the school.  There is a section 
d yellow where cars can unload.  Safety Patrols and parent volunteers 

help to open car doors, help students out, and direct traffic as needed. 

 
DO NOT block the entrance to the school parking lot.  Pull your car up as far as possible before letting 
your child out.  It is important to get as many cars as possible into the unloading area.  Have your child 
ready to get out of the car quickly, then pull out and safely exit the parking lot. 

DO NOT leave your car in the unloading area in the morning to escort your child into school.  If you 
need to come into school you need to find a parking space either in the lot or on the street.   

DO NOT park directly in front of the driveway exit or immediately next to the exit. Aside from being 
NO PARKING zones parking in these areas also make it difficult for cars exiting the driveway to make 
the right turn necessary to exit safely from the driveway. We do not wish to see any cars get hit by 
parking improperly. 

Note that only RIGHT turns are allowed from the parking lot to Hood Avenue.  If you turn left, you 
create gridlock with cars entering the lot.   

Students arriving by foot or car before the start of class and wanting breakfast should proceed to the All-
Purpose Room. Students who do not wish breakfast should wait outside their classrooms.   
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At the end of the school day, drivers should make every effort to arrive early and park on the streets.  
Double parking in the lots quickly causes problems.  You are NOT allowed to park in the unloading area 
in front of the school at the end of the day.  If you choose to wait for your child here then you must stay 
in your car at all times.   Please do not block the front entrance or ramp. 

Students who are driven home are brought to the front of the school or to a side door, depending on the 
grade, by their teacher.  Kindergarten and 1st grade students are released into the playground area.  2nd 
grade is released from the front door.  3rd, 4th and 5th grades are released at the Barron street door, near 
the buses.   

Students are released to parents when the teacher recognizes them.  If someone else has to pick up your 
child, you have to send a note to the teacher in advance authorizing this unusual pick-up.  

Walking and Biking to and from School 
The school opens
class should wait
doors on Bayfield

In walking to and
and the Safety Pa

 its doors at 8:20 a.m.  Students arriving by foot before the start of 
 outside their classrooms.  All students have to enter through the main 
 Street.   

 from school, it is important that students obey the Crossing Guard 
trols.  Students should never cross the street anywhere but at a corner 

or a crosswalk. 

 
Students who walk home are brought to the front of the school or to a side door, depending on the grade, 
by their teacher.  Kindergarten students are released directly from their classrooms into the playground 
area.  1st grade students are also released into the playground.  2nd grades are released from the front 
door.  3rd, 4th and 5th grades are released at the Barron street door, near the buses.   

The school has a bike rack available at the front door.  Bikers must have a lock and a helmet.  Bikers 
should carry their helmets with them or lock them to the bike.  

Each October the PTA organizes a celebration centered on the International Walk to School Day. This 
event is an opportunity for children and parents to learn how to walk or bike to school safely. 

Arriving late and leaving early 
If your child arrives late at school, you have to accompany him/her into the Main Office and sign 
him/her in with an explanation for lateness.  Don’t let the student enter the school alone.  The student 
will receive a pass from the Office and will go to the classroom. 

If you need to take your child out of school early, you have to sign the student out with an explanation.  
You should be prepared to show I.D. 

There is a book in the center of the Main Office where students are signed in and out. 

If your child doesn’t arrive at school on time, you may receive a recorded message from the school 
advising you that your child isn’t present and the office has not received a call from you with an excuse.  
If that happens, you need to call the Office to let them know why your child is out or confirm with them 
that your child arrived late.  
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Special Circumstances 
In the case of a prolonged illness or extended vacation, it is important to communicate with your child’s 
teacher and with the Main Office in advance.  A phone call to the office or a note from a parent or doctor is 
sufficient.  A student is considered habitually truant if the student meets all of the following criteria: in 
membership in a MCPS school for 91 or more days and is unlawfully absent for 20 percent or more of the 
days in membership.  School staff reports habitually truant students to the MCPS Department of Reporting 
and Regulatory Accountability.   

Parking 
There are only limited spaces in the parking lot and many are reserved for the school administrators and 
teachers.  Don’t park in a reserved spot or a handicapped spot unless you are authorized.  Please don’t 
double park in the lot.  This is unsafe and inconvenient for persons who are parked in authorized spots 
and may need to leave. 

Parking in front of the school at the yellow curb (the unloading area) is not allowed.  You may wait here 
for your children, but only as long as you are in your car at all times.  The only acceptable reason for 
leaving your car here is to pick up a sick child. 

Meetings at School 
If you have to attend a meeting at school, you can park on the street or in an available spot in the lot.  
You should sign in as a Visitor and wear a Visitor sticker.  The sign-in book is either inside the Main 
Office or on a table just outside the office.  Check in with the Main Office staff and they will either give 
directions or call someone to the office to escort you. 

Sick Children 
Rolling Terrace has a Health Room adjacent to the Main Office.  The Office is staffed with a Health 
Aide and has regular visits from a School Nurse.  The Health Team is authorized to treat minor injuries 
with ice packs and band-aids.   

If your child becomes ill at school, the Health Team will contact you using the Emergency Information 
that you have provided to the school.  Please make sure to notify the office and health room if any 
emergency contact information has changed. The Health Team will take your child’s temperature and let 
you know if the child has a fever.  The child will stay in the Health Room until you are able to contact 
you or until you pick the child up.  If the child feels better and has no temperature, the child may go back 
to class if you and the Health Team feel this is acceptable. 

If there is an emergency, the Health Team will contact you using the Emergency Information that you 
have provided to the school.  If the child has to go to the hospital, the school will follow any instructions 
you have provided on the Emergency Information card. 

Can the school administer regular medication to my child? 
At the start of the year you can authorize the Health Team to administer certain routine medications.  All 
prescription medication must be provided in a container with the pharmacy label. Parents must provide 
permission and an order from an authorized medical practitioner for students to use medications such as 
inhalers for asthma, Epi-pens, or insulin.  A parent must bring in the medicine at the start of the year and 
sign a form.  Do not send medications in with your child.   
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Medications must be kept and used in the Health Room.  School nurses must evaluate and approve the 
student’s ability and capability to self-administer medication.  In some cases, a qualified health 
professional at the school can administer medication as needed. 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/pdf/jpcra.pdf
 
How do I deal with lice? 
Lice are an unfortunate and inconvenient fact of elementary school life.  If your child contracts lice, 
please write a note or call the front office. All children are required to be “nit-free” in order to attend 
school. Once three children from the same class have contracted lice a notice goes out to all parents in 
the class. By letting the school know your child has lice, you can help us cut down on the number of 
cases during the school year.  Check your child’s head regularly for signs of nits.  There are many 
products and special combs available to help remove lice. 

Emergency Closings 
If the school is closed, delayed, or dismissed early for bad weather or for another emergency, you will be 
alerted in several ways.   

1.  An automated message will be sent to your home telephone number advising you of the situation.   

2. The Montgomery County Public School Website contains Emergency Information at:  
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/emergency/. 

3.  You can sign up to have emergency information sent directly to a specified number or email address.  
Sign up at http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/quicknotes/. 

4.  The PTA Listserv will send an email to the designated email account.   

5.  Cable Channel 34 continually provides emergency information. 

6.  Local radio stations provide updates on school closings. 

7.  You can call 301-279-3673 for recorded information on Montgomery County Public Schools.   

If the school is closed for more than four days for bad weather or other reasons, the County may decide 
to either extend the school year or shorten the Spring Break. The school calendar is regularly updated at:  
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/calendars/. 

Emergency Readiness 
Children are trained in emergency readiness.  The school makes every effort to do this in an age-
appropriate way, but new students may find some of the drills to be intimidating. 

Code Red and Blue 
Emergencies are classified as Code Blue and Code Red.   Code Blue is a term used to alert staff that an 
emergency/crisis exists at or near an MCPS facility. It requires all students to be accounted for and under 
supervision. Class lessons continue, but students may be required to stay in their rooms instead of 
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moving to their next class.  A Public Announcement will be made of a Code Blue situation.  Drills are 
held twice a year. 

A Code Red is defined as an imminent danger to staff and students. During a Code Red, staff and 
students must remain within their classroom or within a secured area. If students are in the hallways, they 
must quickly move to the nearest classroom or to a secure area, remain quiet and follow staff 
instructions. Each classroom has a designated safe area where the students collect.  The window and 
door shades are closed until the Code Red ends.  Drills are held twice a year. 

Fire drills 
Fire drills are held approximately 10-11 times during a school year.  During a Fire Drill, the alarm will 
sound.  Children are to line up, leaving all their possessions in the classroom.  They should be as quiet as 
possible and follow all instructions.  The teachers will lead the children outside until they are advised that 
it is safe to re-enter the building.  Each class has a designated area to meet outside the school. 

Bus Evacuation 
Bus riders are trained in the emergency evacuation of a school bus.  This happens twice a year.  
Children should follow the directions of the Driver and the Safety Patrols who are assigned to each bus.  
The evacuation drill will either involve leaving through the regular doors or through the emergency 
windows. 
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The School Day 
Typical day  
The school day is divided into two sessions:  morning and afternoon classes.  These are separated by 
lunch period which can be between 11 am and 12:30pm depending on scheduling.  Most children have 
different teachers for the morning and afternoon, as well as “specials” or classes taught by specialist 
teachers such as art, music and physical education. 

Specials 
The Specials are Art, Music, Computer Lab, Physical Education, and Library.  Every student has 
“Specials.” Art, music and P.E. are weekly specials; library is bi-weekly.  The individual teachers 
determine when a class will have computer lab.   Children need to wear their sneakers on PE day so it is 
important to find out at the start of the year which day your child has PE.  A special class is 45 minutes 
long except for library which is 30 minutes.  Children are able to check books out of the school library, 
but need to bring them back before they are allowed to check out a new book.   

Spanish Immersion 
An immersion program means that children are taught a normal school curriculum, but the language of 
instruction is Spanish.  The Spanish Immersion program at Rolling Terrace is considered partial 
immersion.  At RTES, one half of the day is taught in English and one half of the day is taught in 
Spanish.  

The exception is Kindergarten where Immersion students are taught the full day in Spanish and have one 
teacher for the whole day. 

In Grades 1-4, the immersion students have two teachers. During half of the day they study the 
reading/language arts curriculum from the English teacher. The other half of the day they are with the 
immersion teacher studying the math, science, and social studies curricula in Spanish. The transition is 
made at lunch time when the students physically change rooms upon return from lunch.  Some students 
may start with their Spanish teacher and some may start with the English teacher.  The morning teacher 
is considered the “homeroom” teacher and is the teacher with whom the Parent Teacher conferences are 
held, although parents can request meetings with the afternoon teacher as well. 

In fifth grade, the majority of time in immersion is dedicated to science, social studies, and 
reading/writing in Spanish. The students will go to an English teacher for reading/language arts and 
math. 

ESOL 
English to Students of another Language (ESOL) is a program to help non-native English speakers to 
learn English through special planned daily instruction.  ESOL instruction is an essential, integrated part 
of the students' academic program. ESOL instruction is differentiated to accommodate the students' 
range of English proficiency and includes instruction by specially-trained teachers in separate 
classrooms.   Almost 30% of Rolling Terrace students receive ESOL instruction. 
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Gifted and Talented 
Instruction is differentiated in each classroom to address the various learning levels and learning styles of 
our diverse population.  Parents should coordinate with the morning teacher on the level of 
differentiation needed. 

In addition, by the end of second grade, some students are identified as gifted and talented through global 
and specific screening. Each year new entrants are screened, and students who have not previously been 
identified are given opportunities to be rescreened. The Program of Assessment Diagnosis and 
Instruction (PADI) is used in our school as part of the initiative to minimize socioeconomic and cultural 
barriers in the education of gifted and talented students. There is a Gifted and Talented Coordinator who 
works with teachers to provide additional instruction to Gifted and Talented students.  

Enrichment activities include, but are not limited to, Jacobs’ Ladder for the 2nd Grade and William & 
Mary Great Books  Program for Grades 3-5. 
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Staying Connected with the School 
General Communication with the School 
The general phone number for Rolling Terrace Elementary School is 301- 431-7600.  Messages can be 
left after hours on the answering machine in English or Spanish. 

Any calls to the school are answered in the front office which can redirect you to a teacher, the Health 
Room, the Principal, or anyone else.  The time from 8:15-9 is very busy in the front office!  If you have a 
general question, it’s best not to call at that time. 

Meetings with the Principal can be arranged by a call to the main number.  Parents should not hesitate 
to schedule a meeting with the Principal if they are interested in knowing more about the school or have 
a particular issue to discuss. It is always best, however, to try and have your issue addressed with the 
person in question first. For instance, if you wish to discuss something that has taken place in class, then 
you should speak with your child’s teacher first. If you do speak to your child’s teacher and the issue has 
not been resolved to your satisfaction, then it is appropriate to contact the principal.  

Student Directory 
In November, RTES PTA publishes a Student Directory which includes contact information for all 
students organized by grade as well as alphabetically.  The Directory includes email addresses for school 
staff and teachers and other useful information.  Early in the year, Parents have to sign a statement 
allowing their phone numbers and addresses to be included in the Directory.    

Website 
RTES maintains a website at http://web.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rollinges/.  The website 
includes information on upcoming events, academics, and the calendar.  It also includes the staff 
directory with the email addresses of all staff. 

Listserv 
The PTA also runs a Listserv which is open to all Rolling Terrace families (not just PTA members).  
The Listserv is an electronic email exchange among the parents at Rolling Terrace and a place to receive 
announcements about upcoming school events as well as to exchange school-related questions and 
answers.   

To join, visit http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ RollingTerracePTA/.  Or subscribe by sending an email 
message to RollingTerracePTA-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

Wednesday Folder 
At the start of the year, each student receives a Wednesday Folder with his/her name on it.  The 
teachers use the Wednesday Folders to communicate with families.  Each Wednesday, the folder will go 
home in backpacks with notes, flyers, and any other information that might be useful to families.  Parents 
are supposed to sign the Folder to show that they have received it and place the folder back in the 
backpack.  Please inform the Front Office if your child loses his/her Wednesday Folder. 
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Homework Agendas 
For Grades 3-5, the School provides a Homework Agenda to each student.  Teachers check that 
homework assignments are written into the agendas.  The Agendas can also provide a way to share notes 
with the teachers. 

Room Parent 
Each classroom typically has a Room Parent.  The Room Parent is elected at Back to School Night and 
acts as the liaison between a particular teacher and the parents of that classroom.  The Room Parent 
might coordinate volunteers to help in the class or let parents know when the teacher needs particular 
supplies or help.  Other parents in the class can ask the Room Parent any questions about what is 
happening in the classroom and the Room Parent will coordinate with the teacher. If you wish to be a 
room parent, contact your teacher or you can reach Judy Wyman, currently room parent coordinator, at 
301-445-1324 or jwyman16@yahoo.com. 

Emergency Information 
It is very important that you keep your Emergency Information updated with the school.  This is a card 
that has to be filled out in the beginning of the year.  It is generally filled out during the first few days of 
school, but should be updated during the year if there are any changes.   

Newsletter 
The PTA issues a Newsletter approximately every month.  The Newsletter is posted on the website and 
goes home in the Wednesday Folders.  The Newsletter recaps recent school events and gives a summary 
of future activities. 

Bulletin Board 
The PTA maintains a bulletin board in the front hallway of RTES.  It is full of helpful 
information, membership forms, volunteer opportunities, etc.   

Back-To-School Night 
Just before the start of the school year, RTES holds Back-to-School Night.  This is an opportunity to 
meet your child’s new teachers, fill out important forms, meet school administrators and learn about the 
PTA.   

Communicating with a teacher 
Teachers are bus
with your child’
opportunities for 
teachers can also
with your child (
can be left at the f

y in the classroom during the day, but there are opportunities to talk 
s teacher.  There are both established times during the year and 
conversation on an as-needed basis.  A list of the e-mail addresses for 
 be found on the Rolling Terrace website.  Notes can also be sent in 
via the agendas, Wednesday Folders or as a separate note) or notes 
ront office to be placed in a teacher’s mailbox.  

 
Each grade sends home a Newsletter which recaps the recent activities in the grade and the upcoming 
academic calendar.  The Newsletters are not always on a regular schedule, but will be sent in the 
Wednesday Folders. 
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Parent Teacher Conferences 
Parent Teacher Conferences are held once a year, in November after the first marking period.  
Teachers will have a sign-up sheet at Back to School Night or send home a sign-up sheet for Parent 
Teacher meetings.  The Teachers will provide both daytime and evening hours when parents can come to 
school for a 15 minute meeting.  The Teacher will give a summary of the student’s performance, show 
examples of recent classroom work, and respond to any questions or concerns from the parents.    

Other Teacher Meetings 
Additional meetings with teachers can be arranged whenever parents feel a need for a meeting.  To 
arrange a meeting, a parent can call the Front Office and leave a message for the teacher, send an email 
directly to the teacher, or send a note in with the student or in the Wednesday Folder.  Teachers will try 
to find a convenient time to meet. 

Teacher contact information can be found at:  
http://web.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rollinges/aboutus/directory.aspx

Birthday Celebrations 
Birthday celebrations are at the discretion of the teacher.  Only store-bought, packaged treats can be 
shared according to MCPS Policy.  Some parents provide pencils or stickers.     

The Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 
The PTA is an association of the parents of the children at the school.  The PTA works with the Principal 
and the teachers to enrich the school community through volunteer support, financial support, and 
special activities for the students and teachers.    
 
It has five unpaid officers nominated and elected by parents and staff.  These five, along with any 
committee chairs who wish to participate, are called the Executive Committee and meet monthly to 
discuss issues, hear reports from the various committees, plan and review current events, deal with 
budget concerns, and ensure that the PTA is serving the needs of the community.   In addition, all parents 
and staff are invited to attend Executive Board meetings.  
 
The PTA at Rolling Terrace has many established committees which work toward certain goals or 
activities.  The list of committees is included in this Handbook. 
 
The PTA does ask for a small contribution for membership.  The money is used to support activities at 
the school.  You don’t have to join the PTA to attend meetings or work on a Committee.  It is useful to 
attend PTA meetings when you can during the year.  Parents are always welcome to raise new topics of 
interest and the meetings provide an opportunity to meet other parents.   

PTA Meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month, except during holidays.  The meetings often 
provide babysitting and there is always Spanish interpretation.   The meeting times are announced on the 
Rolling Terrace ListServ, Rolling Terrace website, and through notes home with students. 

 July 2007                                                                                                                                                             14 

http://web.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rollinges/aboutus/directory.aspx


R O L L I N G  T E R R A C E  P A R E N T  H A N D B O O K  

Standardized Tests and Report Cards 
Testing 
Each year, grades 2 through 5 take Standardized Tests which are required either at a County, State or 
National Level.  A summary of the key tests is below and more information is available at 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/assessments.shtm.  

TerraNova: Given to Second Grade each spring, TerraNova is a multiple choice exam testing basic 
skills in reading, language arts, and mathematics as compared to the nation. Grade 2 individual student 
scores will be reported to parents.   

Maryland School Assessment (MSA): Given to Grades 3, 4 and 5, this reading and mathematics test is 
required under the requirements of No Child Left Behind (NCLB) federal mandates.  The test has both 
multiple choice and written response questions.  Student scores are ranked on a state and national basis.  
Students are rated as Basic, Proficient, or Advanced in the different areas tested. 

Second Grade Global Screening Test: Given to ALL second graders to determine if they are gifted and 
talented.  

Report cards 
Students receive Report Cards four times a year.  They are sent home in sealed envelopes with the 
students.  The envelopes have to be signed by the parents and returned to the school.  The report cards, 
themselves, are the parents’ to keep. 

In the 3rd grade, students start receiving letter grades.  

The Cafeteria 
At the beginning
Parents have the 
child’s account. T
money with your
during normal sc
Number) at the b

 of each school year a lunch account is opened for every student.  
option of activating this account by sending in cash or checks to your 
his can be done during normal school hours by either sending in the 
 child who then takes it to the cafeteria or by bringing it in yourself 
hool hours.  Each student is given a PIN (Personal Identification 

eginning of the year in order to access the lunch account.  If the child 
forgets his/her PIN, then the cafeteria manager and/or the Office Staff can tell him/her.   

 
The monthly meal calendar comes home in the Wednesday Folder, but can also be found at 
http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/departments/foodserv/menus/cafemenus.shtm.   

If a child wants to receive free or reduced priced meals, each year they will need to fill out an application 
to qualify and return it to the school as soon as possible. The school will then provide the free or 
reduced-priced meals accordingly.   

Replenishing an account 
If you need to replenish the funds in your child’s account, simply send in an amount of money larger 
than what is needed to buy lunch one day. Children don’t get change when they purchase lunch – the 
money goes into the account.  Money left in an account at the end of the year rolls into the following 
year. 
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Forgotten lunch 
If your child forgets their lunch then they are given a free cheese sandwich and beverage. Your child will 
be asked for his/her name and asked to bring the money for the lunch they received. If you fail to repay 
the cafeteria for a lost lunch, you will receive a note or phone call reminder.  

The PTA has established an emergency lunch fund to help cover the costs of lunches for children who 
have forgotten their lunch or who could not pay for a lunch on a particular day. If you wish to contribute 
to this lunch fund, send your tax exempt contribution to the “RTES PTA” and leave it in the PTA mail 
box in the copy room. Make sure to note that the money is for the emergency lunch fund. You will 
receive a receipt for your donation.  

Vegetarians and allergies 
Vegetarian meals per se are not offered by the school cafeteria, but vegetables are typically part of lunch.  
Menus are online at http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/departments/foodserv/menus/cafemenus.shtm.  A table 
is set aside in the cafeteria to be peanut-free.   

School/Class Pictures 
Individual student pictures are taken in the Fall.  Parents should expect to receive a package that includes 
a set of picture options with corresponding prices.  Information is sometimes sent home with advance 
notice but often the studios provide the packages only shortly before pictures are taken.  Purchasing the 
pictures is optional.  Parents who are interested in purchasing pictures should complete the form and 
send it in their child's folder with a check. 
 
Class pictures are taken in the Spring.  Purchasing class pictures is also optional and the method for 
purchasing is the same as for the individual pictures. 

This information changes depending on the school picture vendor, so look out for announcements on the 
schedule and process for school pictures. 

Special Needs 
Two key pieces of legislation that set out the rights of children with special needs are:  the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA 2004) and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504).  Section 504 is a civil rights law that prohibits discrimination 
against individuals with disabilities. Section 504 ensures that a child with a disability has equal access to 
an education. The child may receive accommodations and modifications to ensure a Free, Appropriate, 
Public Education (FAPE).   
 
There are state and federal laws that set out the procedures for identifying, evaluating and supporting 
each child with special needs.  A description of parent rights and educational procedures can be found at:  
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/specialed/resources/safeguard/IDEA04PROSAFE
7105.pdf. 
 
A teacher, parent and/or counselor can initiate the process of identifying an educational disability and 
seeking accommodative services.  The process starts by requesting the help of an Educational 
Management Team (EMT) which is formed to help with a student’s learning difficulties.  All MCPS 
schools have an EMT.  The purpose of the EMT is to help teachers solve specific instructional, 
behavioral or motivational problems. Each school maintains their own EMT schedule. The usual practice 
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is for EMTs to meet once each week. Members on the EMT vary and are based on the problem being 
discussed. In most schools, regular EMT membership includes a school administrator, classroom teacher, 
resource teacher, and the school counselor. School psychologists, pupil personnel workers, speech language 
pathologists, the student and parents/guardians participate frequently.  The EMT helps to document and 
track progress in addressing the student’s problem.  
The Educational Management Team (EMT) also helps when there is a specific instructional, behavioral 
or motivational problem which is impairing learning.  The EMT will work to help identify the problem 
and put the correct remedies in place.  Again, the parent, teacher or counselor can ask that the EMT be 
involved.   
A child evaluated to have a disability may then have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
developed.  This is a tailored plan designed to support the student’s development.  It includes goals for the 
child and the accommodations required to meet those goals.  An IEP is developed by a team that includes 
the child's parents; not less than one of the child’s general education teachers; not less than one of the child’s 
special education teacher, or if appropriate, a service provider of the child; a representative of the public 
agency who is qualified to provide or supervise specially designed instruction; an individual who can interpret 
the instructional implications of evaluations.  

Dealing with a Problem 
When there is a problem in the classroom or in the school, parents will be notified and asked to meet 
either with the teacher, principal or the counselor.  From there, the right approach will be developed. 
The Rolling Terrace counselor is currently Ms. Elba Batiz. Ms. Batiz is a wonderful resource for both 
children and families who need help with socializing, parenting, transitioning, anxiety, homework, or 
other life events. The counselor may see children individually or may create a “lunch bunch” for children 
with similar needs to help them become familiar with school. Ms. Batiz also visits classrooms and helps 
students address any classroom issues or learn good behavioral traits. You may contact Ms. Batiz by 
calling the front office at 301-431-7600 or by sending a note to the front office with her name on it. 

Volunteering 
There are many ways to become involved with the school. 

Parents can help in the classroom by letting the Teacher or Room Parent know that they have time 
available.  Teachers often need help with photocopying, support to reading groups, or help with special 
class activities.  Often there are tasks that can be done at home if that is more convenient. 

Parents can join a Committee to work on a project that particularly interests them.  The Committees are 
listed in this Handbook. 

Rolling Terrace needs daily volunteers to help monitor recess, help at lunchtime, and help make sure 
children get to school safely.  Even if you only have a few days over the year to help at school, parents 
are always needed at these busy times of the day and it gives an opportunity to see the school in action.   

There is a Volunteer Coordinator who will let parents know (through Wednesday Folder, PTA 
announcements, and Listserv) when volunteers are needed.  You can also contact the Volunteer 
Coordinator if you know you have some time to help.  The Volunteer Coordinator (currently Ruth 
Schilling, ruth4sons@aol.com, or 301-949-8415) will also track the number of hours that parents have 
collectively volunteered at the school and report this information to Montgomery County Public School 
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system.   The Volunteer Coordinator organizes a meeting of potential coordinators early in the year, 
provides a Handbook, and explains how to report hours.  There is also information about volunteering on 
the RTES website. 

If you volunteer at the school, you need to sign in at the Front Office.  There are two sign in books – one 
for Visitors (such as a teacher visit) and one for Volunteers.  Please sign in and out as a Volunteer and 
wear a sticker marked Volunteer.   
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Special Activities at Rolling Terrace 
Rolling Terrace has special activities available to students throughout the year.  Some are ongoing 
opportunities and some happen just once during the year.  These activities are open to any and all 
students.  In some cases there may be a fee such as the amount needed for a field trip or the cost of 
renting an instrument.  But cost should never discourage a parent from enrolling their child in an activity.  
The PTA makes some funds available to students to support events like field trips and after-school 
activities.  In the case of Instrumental Music, for instance, some instruments are available to children 
who aren’t able to rent them.    

Ongoing Activities 
Some of the On-g

Tiger Paws:  Stu
are recognized w
record the studen
Tiger Paws and s

oing Activities at Rolling Terrace include: 

dents who display commendable behavior, particularly a Tiger Trait, 
ith a Tiger Paw.  The Paws are paper colored by the student and 
t’s name and the behavior being applauded.  Teachers can award 

tudents can recommend their classmates.  The Tiger Paws are posted 
in the hallway of the school for everyone to see. A special celebration is held when the entire school 
earns a set number of tiger paws. 

 
Safety Patrols:  Safety Patrols are 4th and 5th grade students who help to manage the process of getting 
students in and out of school safely at the start and end of each day.  Patrols are assigned at the 
crosswalks, help on the school buses, or escort students to and from classrooms.  To become a Patrol, a 
student must fill out a form at the end of 3rd grade explaining why he/she feels they are qualified.  The 
parent must sign the form.  There are generally more Patrols applications than available positions, so the 
Patrol Coordinator (currently Mr. Jones, the Physical Education Teacher) will ask teachers for 
recommendations before making the final selection.   

Instrumental Music:  The 4th and 5th Grade students can participate in Instrumental Music, currently 
led by Ms. Odmark, during the school day.  In Fourth Grade, families will receive a packet asking if they 
are interested in participating.  Students who sign up will have lessons during the year, be expected to 
practice at home, and can participate in a spring concert.  Students are screened and particular 
instruments are recommended to them.  In general, there is a cost for renting the instruments, but a 
limited number of instruments are available through the school at no cost for students in need. If you are 
interested in borrowing an instrument, please send a note to Ms. Odmark expressing your interest. 

Literary Magazine:  Tiger tales is the Literary Magazine published once each year. Tiger Tales is an 
opportunity of children in grades PreK-5 to share their creativity with their school community. A notice 
usually goes out in the Wednesday folders letting parents and students know that Tiger Tales is once 
again accepting submissions. Submissions can be in either Spanish or English.  

Field Trips:  Every grade has at least two field trips a year.  These Parents are asked for funds and 
permission for their child to attend.  Any funding gaps are filled through PTA and other contributions or 
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special fundraising.  If a family cannot afford a fieldtrip, the child should still attend the fieldtrip.  
Contact the Principal or your child’s teacher if there is financial difficulty. 

Field trips are almost always during the school day.  Locations have included the Kennedy Center, 
Discovery Theatre, the Puppet Show at Glen Echo, and the Smithsonian.  Older grades have field trips to 
Baltimore, St. Mary’s and Philadelphia. 

Hands on Science:  This PTA after-school program provides students in grades K-3 with a chance to 
see science in action, through experiments and activities.  Two sessions per year are held. Parents are 
asked to pay a fee, but subsidies are also available through the PTA.  Parents help teach the sessions.  
The course typically runs from 3:05 to 4:30 once a week for a six week session.  Announcements will be 
made through the Wednesday Folders, through the Listserv and through posters at the school. 

Creative Adventures:   This after-school program lets students explore extra opportunities in art.  Two 
sessions per year are held. Parents are asked to pay a fee, but subsidies are also available through the 
PTA.  Parents help teach the sessions.  The course typically runs from 3:05 to 4:30 once a week for a six 
week session.  Announcements will be made through the Wednesday Folders, Website and Listserv and 
through posters at the school. 

Family Fun Night:  The first Friday of every month is "Family Fun Night" at RT. The evenings include 
Bingo, Loteria, Holiday Craft Night, Square Dance, Year-End Carnival and much more.  
Announcements will be made through the Wednesday Folders, Website and Listserv and through posters 
at the school. 

Special Activities 
Certain special events are held on an annual basis at Rolling Terrace.  Each of these events requires 
volunteer parent support and help to bring the whole community together. 

Kindergarten Picnic:  The PTA welcomes new kindergarten families each fall with a picnic on the 
school grounds.  This gives families an opportunity to meet each other at the start of school and to 
ask questions about RTES. This year’s kindergarten picnic will be held on Saturday, September 15, 
2007 from 11AM-1PM on the soccer field unless it is raining in which case it will be held in the 
All-Purpose Room.  
 
Book Fair:  The Book Fair is held once a year to celebrate reading.  A room in the school is converted 
into a bookshop, stocked with books provided by Scholastic Books.  The Fair includes reference books, 
chapter books, picture books and books in Spanish.  Each class visits the Fair with its teacher to fill 
receive a “free” book (paid for by the PTA) and to fill out a Wish List.  Parents have the opportunity to 
visit the Fair with their children during daytime and evening hours when it is possible to buy books on 
the Wish List.  Books can also be purchased for the Teachers.   
 
International Dinner:  This event is a celebration of RT's diverse cultural heritage.  All RT families 
attending this event are asked to bring a dish to share with other families.  This event takes place over 
two nights. The first night is for younger grades and their families; the second night is for families of 
older grades.  Entertainment has included performances by RT children, planned in conjunction 
with RT’s music teachers. 
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Variety Show:  Once a year, the students develop a Variety Show where they showcase their talent at 
singing, dancing, skits, and jokes. Children rehearse at school in the weeks leading up to the Show.  The 
show is performed twice in June, during school hours.  One show is performed for the lower grades and 
one show is for the upper grades. Parents are welcome to attend and volunteer and will be notified of 
dates through the Wednesday Folders, Newsletters, Websites and Listserv. 

Craft Fair:  The Craft Fair is held during the winter holiday season and features craft tables where 
children can make holiday objects.   

Evening of the Arts:  The Evening of the Arts showcases the artistic, musical and literary talents of the 
students.  This new event incorporates the former Art Show which displayed the work of the students 
developed through the year of art classes.   

Career Fair:  The Career Fair is held every other year at Rolling Terrace (the International Festival will 
be held on the alternate years) and allows upper grades (3-5) to learn about the working world through 
the eyes of RT parents and community volunteers.  Some of the jobs that have been showcased at 
the fair have included police officers, carpenters, newspaper editors, doctors, veterinarians, day care 
providers, beauticians, barbers, and chefs.  Students are asked to pre-select several choices of 
career.  Parent volunteers then speak to these small groups about their jobs.  The Career Fair 
typically takes place in the Spring.  
 
International Festival:  This Festival celebrates RT's unique multicultural heritage.  Every other 
year a festival is organized by teachers, staff, and parents in a day long celebration with educational 
booths, united by an international theme.   
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Resources 
On Site Resources  
These resources are all housed at Rolling Terrace, providing support to families in the Rolling Terrace 
Community.   

The Judy Center:  The Judy Center at Rolling Terrace is part of a network of centers in Maryland that 
provide child development support from birth through the age of five.  The Center helps ensure that 
children are ready for school at kindergarten age.  The Judy Center programs include Kindergarten, Head 
Start, Pre-kindergarten and childcare, parent-child activities, family support, parent education, health 
services and developmental screenings.  Parent meetings and parent and child activities are drop in time 
activities that do not require a registration process.   

For pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, Head Start and childcare programs, parents need to register their 
children through an application process.  All the activities and services provided by the Silver Spring 
Judy Center are free of cost.  The only requirement is that the family resides in the Rolling Terrace 
Elementary School attendance area, and that they have children birth through 5 years of age.  Parents can 
call the Judy Center at 301-431-7696 or visit the office at Rolling Terrace to request a schedule of 
activities, date lines, or any further information.  

Family Room:  The Family Room is located near the All-Purpose Room in the school building.  The 
Family Room holds various parent workshops and events of interest to all Rolling Terrace families 
including: volunteer orientation, nutrition workshops, Spanish lessons, Parents’ Coffees, cooking classes, 
parent-teacher conference workshops, and much more. Events for the Family Room can be found on the 
Family Room calendar which is distributed via backpacks in Wednesday folders.  The Family Room 
Coordinator is available to answer any parent questions regarding school policies, classroom events, or 
school events and can be reached through the front office. 

Linkages to Learning is a school-based collaboration among the Montgomery County Department of 
Health and Human Services, the Montgomery County Public Schools and non-profit, community based 
service providers. The program provides accessible services to at-risk children and their families to 
improve adjustment to and performance in school, home, and community. Prevention and early 
intervention services include health, mental health, social services and educational support.   The 
program can be reached at 301-431-7703. 
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On Line Resources  
 

Rolling Terrace/MCPS Sites
http://web.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rollinges/:  RTES main site 
http://web.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/rollinges/aboutus/staffemail.aspx:  staff directory 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/: main MCPS website 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/foodserv/menus/cafemenus.shtm:  menus 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/emergency/:  emergency information 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/specialed/:  special education 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/specialprograms/:  special program 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/transportation/:  bus information

General Sites
A Game A Day   
BrainPOP  
Brain Teasers
Building Big  
Count Us In  Grades: Pre-K-1  
Food-Force  world hunger.  
Fun Things to Do  Grades: Pre-K-1. 
Fun with Spot  Grades: Pre-K-1.  
FunBrain.com . 
Games and Activities   
It's My Life  Grades: 4-8.  
Learning Vocabulary Can Be Fun . 
Play Kids Games   
Time for Kids 
Xpeditions   

Encyclopedias and Almanacs
MSN Encarta
e-encyclopedia  
Encyclopædia Britannica Online School Edition  
Enciclopedia Universal en Español

Bullying 
Bullying.org   

Dictionaries
Dictionary.com 
Merriam-Webster Word Central   
Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary and Thesaurus  
OneLook Dictionaries  
A Basic Dictionary of American Sign Language Terms  
RhymeZone 
Your Dictionary  
FreeTranslation
National Virtual Translation Center  

Homework Help
Homework Spot

Reference: General Sites 
Bartleby.com   
FactMonster  
FirstGov for Kids  
How Stuff Works  
Kid's Corner  
Strange Matter  
World Almanac for Kids Online  

Reading
Between the Lions  
Book Adventure  
Book Hive  
Guy's Read   
Stories from the Web  

Language Arts and Writing  
A Game A Day Grades 3 and up  
A Guide to Writing a Basic Essay  
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http://members.tripod.com/%7Elklivingston/essay/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/index.html
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Adjectives Game  
Biography Maker    
Learning Vocabulary Can Be Fun  
Literature Based WebQuests.  
OWL  
Spelling Test  
Surviving Dickens' London  

Authors and Illustrators 
Avi  
Jan Brett   
Eric Carle  
Beverly Cleary 
Fun with Spot  
Kristine O'Connell George  
Jenny B. Harris  
Will Hobbs  
Deborah Hopkinson 
Brian Jacques  
Lemony Snicket 
Little House Books  
Mary E. Lyons  
Magic Tree House  
Katherine Paterson  
Dav Pilkey  
Thomas the Tank Engine  
David Wiesner 

Arts and Crafts 
American Treasures of the Library of Congress 
The Art Zone
The Artist's Toolkit 
Cartoonster   
Crayola   
Oriland   
The Renaissance Connection   
The World Wide Art Gallery 

Science: General Sites 
American Field Guide   
Atoms Family   
BrainPOP 
EIA's Kids Page: Energy  
Energy Quest  
Energy Quest: Super Scientists Exploratorium: The Museum of Science, Art, and Human Perception  
Franklin Institute Online  
Lawrence Hall of Science  
National Geographic for Kids  
Playing with Time  
Rockets Away!  
Science Fair Topics  
Simply Science  
Sodaconstructor  
The Why Files  
The Yuckiest Site on the Internet 

Animals and Insects 
Animal Planet 
Animals From A-Z   
Animaland  
BoomerWolf   
CritterCam Chronicles    
eSkeletons      
Frogs: A Chorus of Colors  
The Gator Hole  
Insectlopedia    
Kid's Planet   
National Wildlife Federation: Kid Zone  
The Nutty Birdwatcher 
Monarch Watch  
PlanetArkive   
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http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/index.html
http://www.fno.org/bio/biomak2.htm
http://www.fno.org/bio/biomak2.htm
http://www.fno.org/bio/biomak2.htm
http://www.vocabulary.co.il/
http://projects.edtech.sandi.net/projects/literature.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/index.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/index.html
http://www.sentex.net/%7Emmcadams/spelling.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/multimedia/dickens/
http://www.avi-writer.com/
http://www.janbrett.com/
http://www.eric-carle.com/
http://www.beverlycleary.com/
http://www.funwithspot.com/
http://www.kristinegeorge.com/
http://www.jennybharris.com/
http://www.willhobbsauthor.com/
http://www.deborahhopkinson.com/
http://www.redwall.org/dave/jacques.html
http://www.lemonysnicket.com/
http://www.littlehousebooks.com/
http://www.lyonsdenbooks.com/
http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/magictreehouse/
http://www.terabithia.com/
http://www.pilkey.com/index.php
http://www.hitentertainment.com/thomasthetankengine/us/home/homepage.html
http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/authors/wiesner/home.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/
http://www.nga.gov/kids/zone/
http://www.artsconnected.org/toolkit/
http://www.kidzdom.com/tutorials/
http://www.crayola.com/index.cfm
http://www.oriland.com/index.asp
http://www.renaissanceconnection.org/
http://www.theartgallery.com.au/kidsart.html
http://www.miamisci.org/af/sln/
http://www.miamisci.org/af/sln/
http://www.miamisci.org/af/sln/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.eia.doe.gov/kids/index.html
http://www.energyquest.ca.gov/
http://www.energyquest.ca.gov/scientists/index.html
http://www.exploratorium.edu/
http://fi.edu/learn/learners.html
http://www.lawrencehallofscience.org/kids/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/kids/
http://www.playingwithtime.org/index.html
http://www.ag.ohio-state.edu/%7Erockets/index.html
http://pbskids.org/dragonflytv/scifair/index.html
http://users.pipeline.com.au/jpearce/default.htm
http://sodaplay.com/constructor/index.htm
http://whyfiles.org/
http://yucky.kids.discovery.com/
http://www.animal.discovery.com/
http://www.oaklandzoo.org/atoz/atoz.html
http://www.animaland.org/
http://www.boomerwolf.com/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/crittercam/index.html
http://www.eskeletons.org/
http://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/frogs/
http://home.cfl.rr.com/gatorhole/
http://www.insectclopedia.com/
http://www.kidsplanet.org/
http://www.nwf.org/kids/
http://nuthatch.birdnature.com/
http://www.monarchwatch.org/
http://www.planetarkive.org/home.html
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Sounds of the World's Animals 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Species 
Virtual Frog Dissection 
Wild Birds Unlimited 

Astronomy and Space 
Adventures of the Agronauts 
Amazing Space  
Astronomy: Our Place in Space   
Astronomy for Kids  
Astronomy Picture of the Day  
Ask Dr. Universe   
Aurora Page  
Basics of Space Flight  
The Constellations and Their Stars  
Earth and Moon Viewer  
Galileo: Journey to Jupiter  
HubbleSite  
NASAKids 
National Air and Space Museum 
The Nine Planets 
Space Sciences  
Wright Again  

Biology 
BAM! Body and Mind  
Biology4Kids  
Cells Alive!  
Cool Science for Curious Kids  
A Guided Tour of the Visible Human  
The Heart: An Online Exploration 
Human Anatomy Online  
Reconstructors   

Earth Science 
American Field Guide 
 Cool Cosmos   
Earth Science Explorer 
Oceanography  
Live Weather Images  
Ocean Themed WebQuests  
Volcano World 
Weather Calculators 

EcoSystems and Ecology
American Field Guide   
Biomes and Ecosystems  
Desert Life in the American Southwest  
The Everglades Ecosystem 
Wonders of the Seas  

Geography
Geography4Kids  
Greatest Places   
NationalAtlas.gov  
National Geographic for Kids 

History and Social Studies

American Centuries: View from New England  
Ben's Guide to the U.S. Government for Kids   
The Black Inventor Online Museum   
Country Studies  
The Fin, Fur and Feather Bureau of Investigation (FFFBI)   
Hercules: Greece's Greatest Hero  
Ice Treasures of the Incas  
Labyrinth: Resources for Medieval Studies  
Map-Zone.net  
Meet Amazing Americans 
Slaves' Stories  
This Day in History   
Titanic, Destination: Cyberspace  
Web Rangers!  
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http://www.georgetown.edu/faculty/ballc/animals/animals.html
http://www.fws.gov/species/
http://www-itg.lbl.gov/ITG.hm.pg.docs/dissect/info.html
http://www.wbu.com/edu/
http://www.ncsu.edu/project/agronauts/
http://amazing-space.stsci.edu/
http://ology.amnh.org/astronomy/
http://www.astronomy.com/asy/default.aspx?c=a&id=1091
http://amazing-space.stsci.edu/
http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html
http://amazing-space.stsci.edu/
http://www.wsu.edu/DrUniverse/
http://www.geo.mtu.edu/weather/aurora/
http://www2.jpl.nasa.gov/basics/
http://www.astro.wisc.edu/%7Edolan/constellations/
http://www.fourmilab.ch/earthview/vplanet.html
http://www2.jpl.nasa.gov/galileo/
http://hubblesite.org/
http://kids.msfc.nasa.gov/
http://www.nasm.si.edu/
http://www.nineplanets.org/
http://www.onr.navy.mil/focus/spacesciences/default.htm
http://wings.avkids.com/Book/Wright/
http://www.bam.gov/
http://www.biology4kids.com/
http://www.cellsalive.com/
http://www.hhmi.org/coolscience/
http://www.madsci.org/%7Elynn/VH/
http://sln.fi.edu/biosci/biosci.html
http://www.innerbody.com/
http://reconstructors.rice.edu/
http://www.pbs.org/americanfieldguide/index.html
http://coolcosmos.ipac.caltech.edu/index.html
http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/msese/explorer.html
http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/msese/explorer.html
http://www.onr.navy.mil/focus/ocean/default.htm
http://www.weatherimages.org/
http://projects.edtech.sandi.net/projects/ocean.html
http://www.volcanoworld.org/
http://www.erh.noaa.gov/er/lwx/calculator.shtml
http://mbgnet.mobot.org/
http://mbgnet.mobot.org/
http://mbgnet.mobot.org/
http://www.desertusa.com/life.html
http://www.desertusa.com/life.html
http://www.desertusa.com/life.html
http://www.nps.gov/ever/eco/
http://www.oceanicresearch.org/lesson.html
http://www.geography4kids.com/
http://www.greatestplaces.org/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/kids/
http://nationalatlas.gov/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/kids/
http://memorialhall.mass.edu/home.html
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
http://www.blackinventor.com/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/cshome.html
http://www.fffbi.com/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/Hercules/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/features/96/mummy/
http://labyrinth.georgetown.edu/
http://www.map-zone.net/
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi/aa
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/nof/slavery/
http://www.historychannel.com/tdih/tdih.jsp?category=leadstory
http://home.gwi.net/%7Epaul/
http://nps.gov/webrangers/
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Annals of American History

Math 
AAA Math   
AAA Math Spanish site  
A Plus Math  
Abacus  
Coolmath  
Cyberchase  
Figure This! Math Challenges for Families  
FunBrain 
Learning Math: Geometry Grades K-8  
Math Cats  
Math League Help Topics Grades 4-8  
The Mint  
Math Playground Grades: K-6  
Multiflyer Grades: 2-6  
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http://www.america.eb.com/
http://www.aaamath.com/
http://www.aaamatematicas.com/
http://www.aplusmath.com/
http://www.ee.ryerson.ca:8080/%7Eelf/abacus/
http://www.coolmath.com/
http://pbskids.org/cyberchase/
http://www.figurethis.org/
http://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.learner.org/channel/courses/learningmath/geometry/index.html
http://www.mathcats.com/explore.html
http://www.mathleague.com/help/help.htm
http://themint.org/
http://www.mathplayground.com/index.html
http://www.gdbdp.com/multiflyer/
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Committees  
The PTA has a variety of established Committees.  Some support the school on an on-going basis and 
some are created to support a specific activity at the school.  Listed below are the current Committees 
established at Rolling Terrace – more information on each of these Committees is available on the 
website and through the PTA.  In some cases, the Committee only needs one person to perform a key 
function.   
 
ON-GOING COMMITTEES 
 
TRANSLATION & INTERPRETATION COMMITTEE:  Committee members translate 
written materials—including flyers, notices and the PTA Newsletter—and provide interpretation 
services during PTA meetings, parent-teacher conferences, and other RT events from English to 
Spanish.  
 
FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE:  The Committee handles fundraising such as, the Tiger Appeal 
letter, Giant A+ Bonus Bucks, Safeway E-Scrip, Box Tops for Education, Snider’s Receipts, and  
the major fall fundraiser, Sally Foster.   
 
VOLUNTEER COORDINATING COMMITTEE:  The Committee maintains an updated list of 
volunteers, keeps the volunteers informed of school and PTA needs, connects volunteers with 
needed services, and tracks volunteer hours for MCPS. A Volunteer Appreciation event is typically 
held in June. 
 
MONTHLY MEETING COMMITTEE:  The Committee plans and organizes the babysitting 
and food for the monthly PTA meetings.   
  
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:  The Committee recruits new PTA members and keeps the RT 
community aware of the PTA and its functions throughout the year.   
  
SOCIAL ACTION AND FAMILY SUPPORT COMMITTEE:  This Committee is active in 
social and community work and provides hands-on support to the RT community.  It organizes 
activities that educate, raise awareness, and provide direct services to those identified to be in need 
of assistance.   
  
NAACP COMMITTEE:  The Committee, or NAACP Parents' Council, is part of a countywide 
effort to assist parents, guardians, grandparents and others interested in helping African-American 
and children of color as they navigate through the Montgomery County Public School system.   
  
BLAIR CLUSTER COMMITTEE:  Rolling Terrace feeds into a part of the Montgomery County 
School System called “the Blair Cluster,” meaning that students ultimately can attend Montgomery 
Blair High School.  The Committee tracks relevant MCPS policies and informs the RT community 
of various activities that impact RT and the public school system overall.   
 
COMMITTEES IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF STUDENT EDUCATION 
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SPANISH IMMERSION COMMITTEE:  This Committee collaborates with teachers/staff to 
strengthen the Spanish Immersion program at Rolling Terrace.   
 
SPECIAL NEEDS COMMITTEE:  This Committee works with RT's special needs staff to 
ensure that special needs accommodations are available to all school children.  This committee 
follows the local and state policy related to special needs services and communicates information to 
the RT community.   
 
GIFTED AND TALENTED COMMITTEE:  The Committee works with RT's GT staff to 
ensure all parents are aware of the GT program at RT.  This committee follows local and state 
policy related to GT services and communicates this information to the RT community. 
 
TIGER TALES COMMITTEE:  This Committee collects children's articles, stories, poems, etc., 
from teachers for publication in Tiger Tales.  The magazine is distributed to all students and posted 
on the school's website.   
 
ENRICHMENT COMMITTEE:  The Committee supports the art, music, and physical education 
programs at Rolling Terrace.  

 
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL COMMITTEE:  This Committee helps celebrate RT's unique 
multicultural heritage.  Every other year a festival is organized by teachers, staff, and parents in a 
day long celebration with educational booths, united by a international theme.   

 
BOOK FAIR COMMITTEE:  This Committee works with the RT staff, faculty and 
administration to organize the book sale at the school each year.   
 
CAREER FAIR COMMITTEE:  This Committee organizes and runs the Career Fair for the 
upper grades.   
 
HANDS-ON-SCIENCE COMMITTEE:  This Committee coordinates the after-school Hands-on-
Science program for students in grades K-3 including recruitment of volunteers and  schedules.   
 
CREATIVE ADVENTURES COMMITTEE:  This Committee coordinates the after-school 
Creative Adventures program focusing on art. 
 
GEOGRAPHY BOWL COMMITTEE: This committee is new for 2007/08 and will work to 
adopt a Geography Bowl at Rolling Terrace (based on Piney Branch's model). The Geography bowl 
is an opportunity for students in grades 3-5 to learn about geography while competing in teams for 
prizes. The preparation for this activity takes place at home. Information about the geography bowl 
will be distributed via Wednesday folders. 
 
COMMITTEES IN SUPPORT OF TEACHERS AND CLASSROOMS 

 
MINIGRANT COMMITTEE:  This Committee approves funds for projects that benefit students 
and the school community.    
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COUPON COLLECTION COMMITTEE:  This Committee promotes and coordinates a project 
to collect box tops from grocery items.  The box tops can be redeemed through a special school 
program to get classroom items like computers.  
 
STAFF APPRECIATION COMMITTEE:  The Committee organizes activities to recognize the 
hard work of our faculty and staff.  
  
ROOM PARENT COMMITTEE:  This Committee coordinates the efforts of the individual 
classroom communicators – or Room Parents.   
  
LUNCH AND RECESS COMMITTEE:  The Committee schedules volunteers for the various 
lunch/recess times and shares these names with the staff on duty.   
 
FIFTH GRADE PROMOTION COMMITTEE:  The Committee helps the 5th grade faculty in 
making the Promotion Ceremony and fifth grade pool party a special event.  
  
 COMMITTEES IN SUPPORT OF PARENTS AND COMMUNITY 

 
WEBSITE COMMITTEE:  The Committee works to maintain and update the RTES website.   
 
LISTSERV COMMITTEE:  The Committee maintains and moderates the Rolling Terrace PTA 
e-mail listserv.     
 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE:  The Committee is responsible for creating and issuing the 
Rolling Terrace News to the entire RT community.   
 
XEROX COMMITTEE:  The Xerox Committee makes sure that PTA flyers and newsletters are 
Xeroxed and placed in the teacher's boxes by Tuesday for "Wednesday Backpack" distribution.   
 
STUDENT DIRECTORY COMMITTEE:  The Committee produces and publishes the RT 
Directory.    
 
PTA BULLETIN BOARD AND FRONT SIGN COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE:   
The Committee maintains the PTA bulletin board in the front hallway of RT and the sign in front of 
the school.   
 

SAFETY, SPIRIT, ENVIRONMENT 
 
SAFE ROUTES COMMITTEE:  The Safe Routes Committee works to insure that all walkers, 
bikers, strollers and drivers are safe in and around RT. Every October, Walk to School Day occurs 
around the world.  Children, parents, teachers and community leaders walk to school together to 
promote being active and making streets  friendlier for walking and bicycling 
 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE & LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE:  The Committee maintains 
and updates the school's front garden and inner courtyards.  The front garden has entered and won 
in the Keep Montgomery County Beautiful Award program yearly beginning in 2000. 
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T-SHIRT COOMITTEE:  The Committee conducts an annual T-shirt design competition among 
students. The winner's design represents RT for the year.   
 
FUN EVENTS 
 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT COMMITTEE:  The Committee organizes Family Fun Nights at Rolling 
Terrace every month.   
  
INTERNATIONAL DINNER COMMITTEE:  The Committee organizes and runs the 
International Dinner held every year, on two nights.    
 
KINDERGARTEN PICNIC COMMITTEE:  The Committee welcomes new kindergarten 
families each fall with a picnic on the school grounds.   
 
TAKOMA PARK FOLK FESTIVAL & FOURTH OF JULY PARADE COMMITTEE:   
The Committee works to represent Rolling Terrace at Takoma Park events including The Folk 
Festival and The Fourth of July Parade.    
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Title l Materials for Rolling Terrace Elementary School 

Parent Involvement Policy 
 

Rolling Terrace Elementary School supports the involvement of all parents/families.  We believe 
that when parents are involved, students will be more successful.  (In this policy, “parent” is intended 
to include parents, guardians, and other family members involved in supervising the child’s schooling.) 

I.  Parent Information 
Once a year, our school will hold a Title I meeting that will provide information about the Title I 
program, parental rights, and the important role you play in your child’s education.  In additional, 
the school will: 

• schedule annual conferences at convenient times  
• hold meetings that review the curriculum and state and local assessments   
• provide opportunities for you to suggest ideas and be a part of the decisions that 

relate to school success 
• explain the grade level curriculum 
• review and explain the district and State academic assessments  
• provide opportunities for you  to suggest ideas that relate to student success 
• involve you in the planning and review of our school wide School Improvement 

Plan (SIP) including this Parent Involvement Policy (PIP) 
• invite you to share comments that you want added to the School Improvement Plan 

 
II. Parent Outreach 
We support a strong, positive partnership with you and the community.  We believe our parent 
outreach program will improve student achievement by providing: 

• assistance to parents to help improve understanding of the MCPS curriculum and its 
relationship to the Voluntary State Curriculum (VSC) and assessments  

• training and materials for parents to improve student achievement 
• information and training for staff on the important role of parents as equal partners 

in teaching and learning  
• parent programs that strengthen connections between home and school 

opportunities to attend programs and activities with Head Start, Judy Centers, Pre-
Kindergarten Programs, Linkages to Learning, etc.  

• support, training, and information from the Montgomery County Public Schools 
(MCPS) Division of Family and Community Partnerships and the parent activities, 
programs, and services they provide 

 
III. Communication 
Ongoing communication will occur through: 

• annual parent conferences and follow-up conferences as needed 
• a variety of school events, classes, and meetings held at times that are convenient for 

parents 
• meetings that focus on how parent can help their child succeed in school 
• frequent reporting of student progress 
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• opportunities to volunteer, observe, and talk with staff 
• interpreters for conferences and meetings 
• translation of the principal’s newsletter and other important notices 
 

To further enhance our successful partnership, we will provide additional support for parents who 
speak English as a second language, parents with disabilities, or parents who are in homeless 
situations.  This support will include providing translations, written documents, and ensuring that 
we meet the need of individuals with disabilities. 
 

IV. Staff  Training 
Staff training will be held at our school to: 
• provide training for staff about how to work  with parents as equal partners 
• to show how to start and maintain parent outreach and involvement programs 
• communicate the value of reaching out to and working with parents 
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Rolling Terrace Elementary School – Parent Compact 2007-2008 
Effective schools are a result of families and school staff working together to ensure that children are successful in school.  A compact is a 
voluntary agreement between these groups that firmly unites them.  You are invited to be involved in this partnership. 
 

Shared Responsibilities 
for: 

School Staff Parent Student 

Having high achievement 
expectations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As a school, we expect all 
students to meet or exceed 
the MCPS grade level 
standards and the Maryland 
Voluntary State Curriculum 
(VSC).  We will: 
• review assessment results 

to determine strengths and 
needs of students 

• plan instruction that helps 
to improve students’ 
academic success 

• give students many 
opportunities to show what 
they know  

• give students timely 
feedback 

•  help students succeed in 
all academic areas 

As a parent, I will support 
education and believe that my 
child can reach high goals. 
I will: 
• talk to my child about 

what is happening in 
school and about the 
importance of working 
hard in school 

• make sure my child goes 
to school every day 

• make sure my child does 
homework and schoolwork 
regularly 

• make sure my child gets 
to school on time 

As a student, I will do my 
best.  I will: 
• work hard 
• come to school on time 
• have books and materials 

that I need 
• pay attention in class 
• make sure I understand 

my assignments 
• complete my class work 

and my homework 
• follow the rules of the 

school 

   
Good Instruction that 
Works for Children 
 
 

As a school, we will: 
• teach the Montgomery 

County Public Schools 
curriculum  

• support each student’s 
learning  

• assist parents in learning 
about ways they can help 
their children with 
homework and learning 

As a parent,  I will: 
• attend meetings about 

what my child is learning 
• know what my child 

learning 
• check homework and look 

at schoolwork 
• ask questions about how I 

can help my child at home 
 

As a student, I will: 
• know what is expected of 

me in all of my subjects 
• ask questions  
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Communicating 
 
 
 
 
 

As a school,  we will: 
• communicate with families 

about high academic 
standards, student 
progress and the school’s 
overall performance 

• communicate with families 
in a language that they 
can understand, when 
possible 

•  make the school a friendly 
place for parents to meet, 
talk, and learn about their 
child’s education 

As a parent, I will: 
• attend Back-to-School 

events, parent-teacher 
conferences and other 
school-sponsored 
programs 

• tell the school about 
anything that might effect 
my child’s learning 

• tell the teacher or school 
when I do not understand 
something that is sent 
home 

 

As a student,  I will: 
• talk to my family about 

things I like about school 
• talk to my family about 

things I am learning in 
school 

• ask my teacher for help 
when I have problems 
with my 
schoolwork/homework 

 

 
Learning New Skills 
through Volunteering and 
Training 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As a school,  we will: 
• encourage all families to 

volunteer and be involved 
in the school  

•  show parents ways they 
can help their children with 
homework and learning at 
home 

 
As a parent,  I will: 
• volunteer for at least one 

activity during the school 
year (helping in the 
classroom, supporting 
special activities at school, 
chaperoning a field trip) 

• attend PTA meetings, 
parent trainings, and other 
special activities 

•  join school committees, 
such as the Parent 
Involvement Committee or 
the School Improvement 
Plan Committee. 

 
As a student, I will: 
• help other students 
•  get involved in projects 

that will help my school 
and community  
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