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Introduction: 

 

 Welcome to the second grade!  This handbook is a brief overview of 

our school year and more specifically, second grade procedures.  It 

includes information about our daily school schedule, classroom 

instruction, lunch procedures, and other helpful details. 

 

Lunch: 

 

Lunch is ordered at the beginning of each 

school day.  Students have the option to buy lunch 

from the school cafeteria or bring a non-perishable 

lunch from home.   The cost for a lunch is $2.50; 

however, depending on your family’s income, your 

child may qualify for a free or reduced-price lunch.  

Please contact the main office for additional 

information and forms.   

 

Lunch menus will be distributed on a monthly basis.  There will 

always be two options for the children to pick.  Please designate a place in 

your home where you can post the menu.  (A great place is the 

refrigerator.) 

 

Attendance & Tardiness: 

 

Attendance is very, very important in ensuring your child has a 

successful academic career.  It is important in all subject areas, but 

especially in math, where concepts build upon one another on a daily 

basis.  Daily attendance also provides your child with a predictable 

schedule that will help them be successful in school.  Please make sure 

that your child arrives to school promptly at 8:45 a.m.  

In the event that your child is late, please check into the office first 

to obtain a tardy slip.  Your child will also need to order a lunch from the 

cafeteria if they have not brought one.  They can then proceed to class.  

Please call and inform the office when your child will not be in school.   
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Typical Daily Schedule: Second Grade 
  

TIME Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8:50 – 

9:05 

Arrival / 

Morning Work 

Arrival / 

Morning Work 

Arrival / 

Morning Work 

Arrival / Morning 

Work 

Arrival / 

Morning Work 

9:05 – 

10:25 

Math Math Math Math Math 

10:30 – 

11:10 

Social Studies 

or Science  

Social Studies or 

Science  

Social Studies or 

Science  

Social Studies or 

Science  

Social Studies or 

Science  

11:15-

11:55 

Specials Specials Specials Specials Specials 

12:00 – 

12:50  

Lunch/Recess Lunch/Recess Lunch/Recess Lunch/Recess Lunch/Recess 

12:50 – 

1:00 

Bathroom 

Break 

Bathroom  

Break 

Bathroom  

Break 

Bathroom  

Break 

Bathroom  

Break 

1:00 – 

1:30 

Writing Writing Writing Writing Writing 

1:35– 

2:55 

Reading Reading Reading Reading Reading 

3:00– 

3:05 

Review 

Homework 

Assignments & 

Pack up 

Review 

Homework 

Assignments & 

Pack up 

Review 

Homework 

Assignments & 

Pack up 

Review 

Homework 

Assignments & 

Pack up 

Review 

Homework 

Assignments & 

Pack up 

 

*Specials Schedule  

 
Teachers Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

Bower Music Media PE Art No Special 

Taupenot No Special Music Media Art PE 

Van Dyken PE No Special Art Media Music 

Winston Media PE Art Music No Special 

Brown    Art     No Special       Music      PE      Media 

 

Please be sure your child is dressed appropriately for the special 

scheduled.  For example, students should wear sneakers 

on the days they have PE. 
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Balanced Literacy Instruction: 

 

Balanced literacy instruction is a major focus of the K-3
rd

 Grade 

MCPS curriculum.  Children will be engaged in several forms of literacy 

instruction each day.  Below is a brief description of the various 

instructional formats used in our classrooms: 

 

Shared Reading: 

 

This time of the day is spent together reading an enlarged text, in a 

whole class or small group setting.  Some benefits of shared reading 

include: 

 

 Students learn from each other. 

 All children engage in reading. 

 Repeated opportunities to take risks, 

approximate, self-correct and comprehend 

in a safe and non-competitive atmosphere. 

 Children are encouraged to read for 

meaning. 

 Reading strategies and word decoding 

skills are modeled. 

 Children at all reading stages can be 

successful learners. 

 

Guided Reading: 

 

Students will have the opportunity to learn decoding and 

comprehension strategies during small group reading instruction.   

Children will be matched with texts that enable them to practice their 

current reading abilities and learn additional strategies, which they can 

then apply to new texts. 

 

 

 

 

Writer’s Workshop: 
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Children learn to speak by being engaged in and surrounded by 

speech.  We believe that students require the same atmosphere to learn 

how to write.  We will provide children with opportunities to engage in 

creative and informative writing.  We will help children become effective 

writers by including extensive instruction on the drafting and editing 

process of writing. 

A Note about Spelling: 

 

We encourage students to use invented-

spelling and believe that it is important to allow 

students to construct word approximations.  

Work will come home with invented spelling, but 

please do not be alarmed.  This is a normal stage 

of development, and conventional spelling will 

grow as the children are exposed to word study 

and reading instruction.  During the primary 

years it is more important that children develop 

confidence in their abilities and feel comfortable in taking risks in their 

learning.  When children are not nervous about spelling, they write longer 

pieces and use more extensive vocabulary. 

 

To help students learn how to spell we will be associating the word 

study with spelling.  Each week we will have a list of spelling words that 

follow a spelling rule or have a similar chunk in them.  A spelling 

homework packet containing activities to do each day of the week will go 

home on Mondays.  Students are expected to return the completed packet 

to their reading teacher on Fridays. The students will be able to show us 

how well they know the words through a weekly spelling test on Fridays. 

 

 

Math Workshop: 

 

The math curriculum for our grade utilizes and 

incorporates manipulatives (unifix cubes, counters, 

pattern blocks, dominos, etc) to encourage 

conceptual understandings of mathematics.  Most 
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learning will occur as children are guided through hands-on lessons that 

will enable them to construct their own understandings.  Children will 

divide their time between independent work at math centers and teacher-

directed whole and small group activities. 

 

The five math units for second grade are: 

Unit Name Length of Unit 

o Place Value, Graphing, and 

Patterns 

7 Weeks 

o Geometry 4 Weeks 

o Computation/Mathematical 

Relationships ( 2&3 digit 

addition and subtraction) 

7 Weeks 

o Fractions & Measurement 6 Weeks 

o Multiplication, Division, 

Estimation, Money & basic 

facts mastery 

7 Weeks 

 

 Some of our second grade students will engage in the same activities 

during Math Workshop except they will be learning the third grade 

curriculum.  These students will also follow a structured math program 

that will consist of the following units: 

 

Unit Name Length of Unit 

o Place Value, Addition and 

Subtraction, and Data 

Analysis 

8 Weeks 

o Linear Measures/Area 4 Weeks 

o Multiplication and Division 

Concepts/Fact Strategies and 

Estimation/Algebraic 

Applications 

6 Weeks 

o Plane Figures/Solid figures 4 Weeks 

o Fractions and 

Probability/Algebra & 

Money/Multiplication & 

8 Weeks 
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Division 

o Measurement and Location                     4 Weeks 

 

Science: 

 

MCPS has designated the following units of study for second grade: 

 

Life Cycle of the Butterfly:  Children observe 

and record the changes of the painted lady 

butterfly larvae from caterpillar to adult.  As 

they observe the changes, children learn about 

the stages of development and structure of the 

organism.  Misconceptions they may have are 

challenged through observation and discussion. 

Liquids:  Children investigate substances that are dissolved and returned 

to their original form.  They make solutions, observe evaporation, and 

discover how some solutions crystallize.  They will explore properties of 

liquids, which include surface tension and density.   

 

Balancing & Weighing:  Children explore the relationship between 

balance and weight and learn strategies for making comparison.  They 

explore by manipulating objects on a beam balance, building mobiles, and 

by using an equal-arm balance.  The relationship of density, weight, and 

volume among different foods is also explored.   

 

 Students will have the opportunity to participate in activities that 

will lay foundations for future scientific thought.  Whenever possible, a 

hands-on approach is taken for our scientific exploration.  Students will 

also have the opportunity to participate in the annual Rock View 

Elementary School Science Fair.   
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Social Studies: 

 In social studies the students will begin develop an understanding of 

their place in the world.  We will also discuss the ways in which we as 

members of society are connected.   

 Political Systems in Actions 

o Students will begin the year learning about the interactions 

among laws, citizens, and government in a democracy.  We 

will also discuss the symbols we use to represent our society.  

Then the students will learn geographic boundaries and 

important physical features in the United States.  We will 

conclude by studying the Wampanoag tribe, the Pilgrims, and 

the first Thanksgiving celebration.   

 Economics: Changes in the Way We Live 

o The second unit introduces economic concepts to help students 

learn the economic decision making process and its 

consequences. 

 Biographies: Leadership Past and Present     

o By using research the students will use biographies to identify 

the common traits of a leader.  The students will be completing 

a project on an influential person.                              

Handwriting: 

 

 In order to develop and maintain proper handwriting skills, the 

students will complete worksheets during the morning warm-up.  

Neatness is an expectation for all student work, including class work and 

homework.  Students should be exhibiting proper letter form and position.  

Students may be asked to rewrite their work if it is illegible.     

 

Data Notebooks: 

 

 Second graders will be keeping a Data 

Notebook as part of the Baldrige Method of School 

Improvement.  We will use the notebook as a way to 
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track our progress over the year.  Students will bring their Data 

Notebooks home on the 15
th

 of each month.  Please review the 

information in the notebook with your child and sign the paper in the 

back.  All Data Notebooks should be returned the next school day.   

 

Grading and Reporting Policy: 

  

 Your child will be graded on his/her performance on objectives 

taught from the curriculum.  We will use a variety of ways to assess 

understanding of the objectives.  Some assessments will be given one-on-

one basis, while others will be independently written.  Students will also 

have the opportunity to demonstrate mastery through using manipulatives 

and giving verbal explanations.  No extra credit is used in grading. 

 Students will be given grades on academic objectives in each subject 

that are Outstanding, Satisfactory, and Needs Improvement.   O’s, S’s, 

and N’s will be given for achievement of objectives only.   

 

 Other skills, which include participation, effort, task completion, 

cooperation and behavior, will be reported in the Learning Skills section 

of the report card. Based upon trends over the quarter, your child will 

receive one of the following codes to report on learning skills: 

     

 I = Independently 

 L = Limited Prompting 

 F = Frequent Prompting 

 R = Rarely 

 NI = Not Enough Information  

  

  

  

Homework: 
 

 We follow the MCPS homework policy and will assign homework 

Monday through Thursday.  Homework will take 

approximately 30 to 45 minutes.  Students will write 

their homework assignments in their agendas so that they 

can learn how to be better organized.  We also suggest 
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that you check the agenda each night for possible messages from a teacher 

or other important information.    

 

 Homework assignments will provide children with the opportunity 

to PRACTICE what they have already learned in class.  As such, students 

should be able to complete their assignments with little or no assistance.  

However, there may be times when your child will need your help.   Feel 

free to attach a note to the work to let us know if your student struggled 

with the work and needs some extra help.   

 

Reading Homework:   

 Students will also be required to practice reading for at least 20-30 

minutes EVERY night in addition to their other academic homework 

assignments.  It is helpful to designate a quiet and comfortable place in 

your home where your child can enjoy their reading each night. We 

believe that this independent (or shared) reading practice is critical to a 

child’s academic growth in ALL SUBJECTS!   

 

Birthday Celebrations & Invitations:  You are welcome 

to send in treats for your child’s birthday; however, you 

are not required to do so.  If you choose to send a treat 

such as cake or ice cream, MCPS requires that all food 

items be store-bought.  We also request that you send in 

any needed utensils, plates, and napkins. Please contact 

your child’s teacher a week prior to the date so she can 

plan accordingly.  Unless your child will be inviting the 

entire class, please mail all birthday invitations.  (This is Rock View 

Elementary School’s policy.) 

 

Sending in Money:  If your child needs to bring in money, please send it 

in an envelope with your child’s name clearly marked on the outside.   

 

Discipline:  Our classroom management policy is consistent throughout 

the grade level.  We have a card system in place.  If students are following 

directions, their cards will remain green.  If a student chooses not to 

follow the directions, they will change their card to yellow and lose time 

from recess.  If a child continues to not follow directions, then they will 
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change the card to red, which will result in losing time from recess and 

parent notification.  

 

Parent Volunteers:  

 

 All parents and other family members 

(grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc.) are welcome to 

volunteer their time in our classrooms.   Please 

contact us in advance of your availability so that we can better prepare for 

your visit.  Also let us know if you are unable to come in to the school but 

are willing to help out by working on things at home. 

 

 

Contact Information:  

 

 If you have any questions about anything in this handbook or just 

want to touch base about your child’s progress, please feel free to contact 

any of us at (301) 929-2002.   Alternatively, you can write a note in your 

child’s AGENDA or e-mail us at: 

 
 

Margret_L_Bower@mcpsmd.org 
Stacy_VanDyken@mcpsmd.org 
Tina_L_Taupenot@mcpsmd.org 

Nicole_Brown@mcpsmd.org 

Angela_Winston@mcpsmd.org 
 

 

We are looking forward to working with you and your child.  We are 

certain that it will be an exciting year as we celebrate learning with 

acceleration and performance excellence.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Margret_L_Bower@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Stacy_VanDyken@mcps.org
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