Maryland Certificates

Certificate of Merit

In addition to the Maryland high school diploma, students who meet the following requirements may be awarded the Maryland high school Certificate of Merit:

a.
Advanced Courses

At least 12 credits must be earned in advanced courses identified by MCPS as applicable to the Certificate of Merit.*

b. Cumulative Grade Point Average

Students must obtain at least a 3.0 unweighted cumulative grade point average.

All courses counted toward the Certificate of Merit must be taken for a letter grade.

*. 
Maryland High School Certificate

This certificate shall be awarded to students with disabilities who cannot meet the requirements for a diploma but who meet one of the following criteria:

1.
The student is enrolled in a special education program for at least four years beyond Grade 8, or its age equivalent, and is determined by an Individualized Educational Program (IEP) committee, with agreement of the student’s parents, to have developed appropriate skills for the individual to enter the world of work, act responsibly as a citizen, and enjoy a fulfilling life. The world of work includes but is not limited to (a) gainful employment, (b) work activity centers, (c) sheltered workshops, (d) supported employment.

2.
The student has been enrolled in a special education program for four years beyond Grade 8, or its age equivalent, and has reached age 21.

