Richard Montgomery High School 

Parent Teacher Student Association

Board Meeting Minutes – Tuesday 15 September 2009

Attendees:

Liz Wheeler, President




Gail Rothberg, 1st Vice President




Christopher Kelly, 2nd Vice President 



Ginger Martin, Treasurer





Anne Cary, Corresponding Secretary




Melissa Mitchell Jordan, Recording Secretary


Paul Scott, 3rd Vice President





Dr. Nelson McLeod, Principal

Discussion:

I. Meeting was called to order by Liz Wheeler at 7:45 p.m. in the cafeteria.  Liz welcomed all in attendance made additional opening remarks.

II. The agenda for tonight’s meeting was approved as amended

III. Approval of the 16 June 2009 minutes were postponed till the October meeting since they were not presented.

IV. Treasurer’s Report:
a. A motion was made, seconded and approved to restructure the income side of the budget as amended:
i. Directory sales down to $500
ii. Membership to $9,900
iii. Donations to $3,000
iv. Interest income balanced by adjusting from $6 to $9.
b. A motion was made, seconded and approved to reimburse expenses ($91.08) incurred for the candle light event remembering Codi Alexander, with a thank you note.
c. A motion was made, seconded and approved to make adjustments in the budget reflecting 
i. directory sales outside of membership, 
ii. income generated and expenses associated with last year’s DVDs,
iii. parent donations to the Post Prom budget.
V. Principal’s Report:
a. Thanked the PTSA for the welcome back staff breakfast

b. Enrollment at RMHA is 2153, largest ever

c. Reminder:  don’t drop students off in the bus area, staff parking lot or by the main entrance in the morning; please use the stadium/auditorium entrance.

d. Next Principal’s coffee is scheduled for Monday 26 October 2009 @ 6 p.m.

e. Back-to-School-Night is next Thursday, 24 September 2009

i. 6 p.m. is the Informational Fair, Jazz Ensemble will play and there’ll be an art exhibit in the Art Gallery.

ii. 6:50 parents will report to Homeroom, hear Principal’s and PTSA President’s messages, then follow their child’s abbreviated schedule.

f. Monday 12 October 2009 is Open House for MCPS

i. Hours at RMHS are 7:30 – 10:30, and 12:00 – 2:00p.m.

g. PSAT will be administered to 9th, 10th and 11th graders on Wednesday 14 October 2009.

i. 9th graders will being taking a mock PSAT free of charge

ii. 10th graders will be taking the real PSAT free of charge

iii. 11th graders will be required to pay $13 to take the PSAT

iv. Hoping for 100% participation

h. The new Student Service Learning Coordinator @ RMHS is Mr. Chami Wijeratne

i. His office is room 163

ii. His phone number is 301-610-8041

iii. His e-mail is Chamara_U_Wijeratne@mcpsmd.org
i. Special thank you to the Athletic Booster Club for donating spirit wear to the new school staff.

j. Murals around the school:

i. Under the direction of the Mr. McDermott, art teacher, the Art Club has completed a mural of General Richard Montgomery on the second floor

ii. The next rocket mural will be on Main Street

k. Dr. McLeod was asked to comment on why RMHS didn’t air President Obama’s speech when it originally given.  Dr. McLeod explained that MCPS left it up to the individual principals to decide when to show the speech, which was recorded in anticipation of scheduling conflicts.

VI. President’s Report:
a. Before Liz started her report we observed a moment of silence remembering Codi Alexander, who would have a junior this year, who died as a result of injuries sustained in August.  Liz went on to recount that there was a candle light vigil held here at RMHS the evening before her funeral

i. several hundred people attended

ii. it lasted till 10:30 p.m.

iii. the feedback received was that the RM community was very appreciative

iv. Liz thanks all who helped with this event

b. A lot happened over the summer:

i. Liz and Gail attended the training session in July, Roberts Rules of Order are to be observed

ii. Committee Chairs have been appointed

iii. The Board of Director’s met

1. members decided to combine the Student Directory fee with the PTSA membership dues, which was set at $20, the first increase in ten years

c. It’s been a great start to the school year

i. Staff Appreciation Breakfast was organized by Gail Rothberg and Patty College

ii. Assistance in the Guidance Office was organized by Joy Stern

iii. Back-to-School-Night is organized by Jane Magnum

1. PTSA memberships will be available, along with the Student Directory

2. Parent Handbooks will also be available

iv. Columbus Day Open House on 12 October 2009 will have a PTSA table staffed throughout the day

v. MOCK SAT & ACT exams will be available through Revolution Prep on Saturday 17 October 2009 from 8 – 12 here at RM, organized by Sue Alterman.  The results will be available on or about 11 November and a rep. from Revolutionary Prep will interpret the scores.

vi. The Homecoming Dance will be held in the RMHS gym on Saturday 7 November 2009, the football game is on the 6th.

vii. Every-15-Mintues will be held this coming spring.  It’s a program organized every other year to discourage drinking and driving, volunteers are needed.

viii. Post prom volunteers are needed

ix. The following Committee Chair vacancies need to be filled:

1. Marlo Liaison

2. Graduation (DVD and behind the screens)

3. Hispanic Co-Chair needed to help Camila

VII. Officer Reports:

a. 1st V.P. – Gail Rothberg

i. Grant Line items, there’s a $4,000 budget, $2745 in requests plus science carts and items for Nutritional Science

ii. Bricks purchased (4-5 years ago) for the new school

1. They’re not in yet, we’ve got to go through MCPS and we’re waiting to be reviewed, hopefully shortly

2. More bricks will be for sale at a future date

3. Proposed installation location is out front adjacent to the Media Center

4. Explained that the school system is protective of new building…

5. It’s hoped that we can install new bricks once a year

b. 2nd V.P. – Christopher Kelly

i. Discussed the Health Room and School Nurse in regards to H1N1 Flu

1. Anne Cary asked about hand sanitizers, and he responded that the best defense is to wash hands frequently with warm water and soap, that hand sanitizers are not effective against most viruses.

ii. Mentioned Mr. Randall’s program, which took place the hour before our meeting, and that there’s a program planned before each PTSA meeting.  Next month’s will be on 20 October “7 Keys to College Readiness”.

iii. Reviewed Pedestrian Safety

c. 3rd V.P. for Outreach–Paul Scott 

i. Stated that his goal for the PTSA is to be a representative of all groups within the school

ii. He encouraged each parent here to bring a fellow parent to the meetings

VIII. MCCPTA Delegates Report

a. Chris and Paul went to training last spring

b. Next meeting is 7 October 7 p.m.@ the Carver Center – forum on artificial turf

IX. SGA Report – no one here from this group, therefore no report
X. Committee Chair/Liaison Reports

a. Membership chaired by Lisa Newman
i. 117 parent members

ii. 45 Student members

iii. 24 Staff members

iv. 2 Alumni members

v. Plus a number joined this evening

b. Directory to be done by Tom Jordan
i. Waiting for the student opt-out forms to be processed
ii. Student listings should be ready Wednesday afternoon
iii. To Sir Speedy Thursday
iv. Should be ready for pick-up Wednesday afternoon 23 September
v. Plan to distribute and sell them at Back-to-School-Night next thursday
c. Newsletter - Ryan Fleming 
i. It was posted and mailed

d. Back-to-School-Night  - Jane Magnum not here, no report
i. Will be September 24th
ii. 6 p.m. for the Club Fair

iii. 7 p.m. for parents to follow their child’s schedule
e. Athletic Booster Club – Christopher Kelly
i. RM Athletic Booster Club supports school programs

1. Spirit Wear is here!

2. Encouraged all to join
XI. Unfinished business - none
XII. New Business
a. Election of the 4th V.P. – Staff Liaison – Ms. Virginia Azuree
i. A voice vote was held

ii. Ms. Azuree was unanimously elected as 4th V.P.

XIII. Calendar/Schedule for PTSA Events

a. PTSA Board meetings are scheduled the third Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 p.m.:
i. 20 October 09
ii. 17 November 09
iii. 15 December 09
iv. 19 January 10
v. 16 February 10
vi. 16 March 10
vii. 20 April 10
viii. 18 May 10
ix. 15 June 10
b. Most PTSA meetings will preceded with a parent education program starting @ 6:30 p.m., coordinated through Ariella Gilbert of the Guidance Department
XIV. Motion to adjourn @ 9:00 p.m. was passed unanimously.

Corrected 


