Richard Montgomery High School

June 1, 2008

Advanced Placement Literature and Composition

Grade 12

The Advanced Placement Literature and Composition course is designed to create literate and thoughtful thinkers, readers, and writers, who can intelligently discuss, write about, and evaluate enduring masterpieces of literature.  This course fosters a critical and comprehensive study of a range of American, British, and World literature through a series of connected course themes.  Central to this course is the overarching question of how writers use the resources of language to convey experience and meaning, and prompt emotional responses.  Your work in this class will prepare you not only for the AP Literature Exam in May (for which up to three college credits may be earned), but also for the coursework you will encounter in college, and any career you may choose in the future. 

Required Summer Reading 

Read the following TWO (2) texts and complete the accompanying assignments (separate handout) by the start of school.


How to Read Literature Like a Professor 
Thomas C. Foster


One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

Ken Kesey


Recommended Summer Reading


Read other works from the list below as preparation for the kinds of 


literature studied during the school year.


Oedipus Rex




Sophocles
Othello




Shakespeare

Metamorphosis



Kafka
Medea




Euripides
Beloved




Morrison
A Doll’s House



Ibsen 


selected poetry


selected 20th Century Novel – Independent Reading
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