Dear Students,

Welcome to AP English Literature and Composition!  We look forward to meeting and working with you in the fall.  The first few weeks of school will be devoted to the study and discussion of your two required texts, so you need to know them well.  You should not read SparkNotes, CliffsNotes, or any other “notes” in lieu of reading these primary texts. We are not interested in what the writers of SparkNotes and CliffsNotes have to say about the literature. We want to hear what you think.  So, you should analyze and interpret the literature on your own.  The nature of these assignments will require you to work on them throughout the summer.  You should not procrastinate and wait until the week before school starts to begin reading and completing your notes, or you will not finish.  Be sure to keep an electronic copy of your work so that you can have access to the assignments after you turn in the hard copies.  You will be required to submit all of your work to Turnitin.com during the first week of school before you receive a grade.  These assignments will be included in the “Writing” category of your 1st quarter grade, a category that is worth 60% of your total quarter grade.  So, in order to have a productive start to your school year, you must complete this assignment to the best of your ability.  Your work should always reflect careful reading and insight.  

All of your work should be TYPED in Times New Roman or Arial 12-pt. font.  You will submit hard copies of all of these assignments on Wednesday, August 27th, the second day of school.

Just a bit about the texts you will read this summer…

How to Read Literature Like a Professor:  This book is an invaluable resource for students who are interested in doing more that just a cursory reading of any text they encounter.  Thomas Forster, a professor of English at the University of Michigan, humorously provides an introduction to literary analysis.  You should read this book before you read One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest for the first time, as the ideas presented by Foster will help you better understand Kesey’s techniques.


One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest:  The 1960’s was the decade when the “Baby Boomers” became teenagers and young adults who rebelled against the relative conservatism of the 1950’s.  Ken Kesey is considered one of the pioneers of the Hippie Movement (he is affectionately known as “The Father of the Counterculture”), and his novel, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, is known as one of the most pivotal novels that reflected the mindset of the young people of the time.  In order to understand the spirit in which Kesey wrote the novel, you should research this time period in order to put the book in context.  As a starting point, you should visit Kingwood College Library’s website (http://kclibrary.nhmccd.edu/decade60.html), which provides an overview of the major events and views of this explosive decade.  Keep these ideas in mind as you read the novel.
Ken Kesey was inspired to write One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest after working for a brief time as an orderly in a mental institution in California.  While Kesey was there, he not only spent a lot of time with the patients (the characters in the book are composite sketches of some of the patients he knew), but he also observed the different types of “treatment” the patients received, including various drugs, electroshock therapy, and lobotomies (you should research these treatments if you are not familiar with them already).  This story of the inner workings of a mental hospital in Oregon is told from the perspective of “Chief,” a Native American patient at the hospital.  Chief suffers from paranoid schizophrenia, so you have to be patient with him (and with yourself) as he tells you the story.  The style of the novel is unusual, and can be bizarre, challenging, and disturbing at times. Stick with it! Just remember that a lot of what Chief says can be metaphorical.  Chief is going to tell you about what happens to this otherwise “normal” (remember that “normal” is relative) mental institution when a convict named Randall McMurphy arrives.  Unlike the other docile patients, Randall McMurphy is rebellious and directly challenges the authority of Nurse Ratched (“Big Nurse), the head nurse who demands order and routine at all times.  Chief details how McMurphy’s actions impact the other patients and how they view their lives.



Assignment #1:  How to Read Literature Like a Professor


· For every chapter (yes, all 26 of them!)…

(1)  summarize the main ideas (can be in the form of bulleted notes), and 

(2)  write a short paragraph that explains how the main ideas of that chapter relate to a story, novel, play, 
       or film you have read or seen.  At least TWO (2) of your connections must be to One Flew Over the 
       Cuckoo’s Nest.  Be prepared to share your connections during the first week of school.

Example:  Chapter 1:  Every Trip is a Quest (Except When It’s Not)

Main Ideas:  

· There is usually a quester, a place to go, and a stated reason to go there

· The quester usually encounters numerous challenges and trials that help him/her on the journey

· The ultimate reason for the quest is to gain self-knowledge and understanding

Connection:

In Homer’s epic, The Odyssey, the epic hero, Odysseus, goes on a 20-year quest to return home to Ithaca after the Trojan War.  It takes Odysseus so long to get home because he offends Poseidon, the sea god, by blinding Poseidon’s son, Polyphemus, then boasting about the deed.  During Odysseus’ journey home, he encounters seductive women like Circe and Calypso, mythical challenges such as the whirlpool, Charybdis, and the man-eating monster, Scylla, and even has to make a trip to the Land of the Dead.  During his quest, Odysseus learns about the importance of humility and patience.  Once he learns these lessons, he is able to return home, rid his house of the thieving suitors, and live the rest of his life in peace with is wife, Penelope, and their son, Telecmachus.   


· Read the short story starting on page 245, and complete the exercise on pages 265-266, following the directions exactly.  Do not cheat by reading ahead.  Your responses to the two questions can be in the form of bulleted notes.  Compare your response to the three examples essays, and evaluate how well you did.   Briefly describe your strengths and weaknesses in analyzing literature.  














Assignment #2:  One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
Words of Advice:  It can be a bit distracting and frustrating to try to complete an assignment as you read a book for the first time.  So, ideally, you should plan to read this novel TWICE.  The first time, you should read just to enjoy the story.  Then, on your second reading, you should work to complete the assignments that follow:

· As you read, annotate the novel by (a) writing questions and comments in the margins, (b) noting issues you would like to discuss in class, (c) underlining quotes or ideas that interest you,  (d) noting patterns of literary devices (i.e. diction, imagery, metaphor, symbolism, syntax, detail, irony, allusion, hyperbole, understatement, foreshadowing, motifs—think about how Kesey uses these techniques to create a certain effect), (e) marking important events and conversations, character motivations, and ideas that suggest Kesey’s themes.  Your annotations should reflect a CLOSE reading of the novel, as you will use them during our class discussions of the text.  

If you are not going to purchase your book, or prefer not to write in your book, you may annotate using post-it notes.  However, be sure that you have a copy of the text that you will be able to keep throughout the month of September.  

· Color Code your text by using different colored highlighters (you will need six colors) to mark instances of the following motifs and ideas.  This color coding assignment is your prep work for your first 
multi-paragraph essay that you will write within the first few weeks of school.  
You may use different colored post-it tabs if you cannot mark your book.
· Women and femininity vs. Men and masculinity

· Racism

· The Combine, or mechanization in general

· Laughter

· Fog

· Treatment (i.e. medication, electroshock therapy, group therapy sessions, lobotomies)

**You will turn in your annotated and highlighted book on August 27th, along with your typed assignments.**

· Select, then xerox, scan, or type a short passage from the novel that effectively describes
· The Setting
· One Major Character (can include verbal style)
· One Minor Character (can include verbal style)
· A Major Conflict
· A Theme or Idea


You will have FIVE (5) copied passages in total (one for each topic) that come from throughout the text (beginning, middle, and end).  

At the bottom of each passage, write a thesis statement that (a) provides the context of your passage and (b) explains the central purpose (main idea) of the passage.  Do not write vague statements such as “This passage shows the character of McMurphy.”  Instead, your statement should be more sophisticated, detailed, and structurally sound. 

Example:  After the fishing trip with the other patients, Chief notices that McMurphy seems depressed and weary of his responsibility as leader of the men on the ward.  

After you create this statement, annotate your passage by (a) underlining effective language and techniques, and (b) briefly commenting on how Kesey uses this language to convey his meaning.  
Choose one (1) of these passages, and write a one (1)-page passage analysis explaining your observations about how Kesey uses various literary techniques to convey the meaning of the passage.  Avoid simply paraphrasing the passage.  This essay counts as your first essay grade (30 points) for the quarter.
If you have questions about any of these assignments, feel free to e-mail Mrs. Gaylor at mngaylor@gmail.com.  Please allow up to a week for a response.
