Advanced Placement (AP) Language and Composition


Summer Reading for Grade 11

The AP Language and Composition course focuses on close analysis of language in several genres as it assists students in developing their own writing voice. This course emphasizes the study of argumentation, expository and persuasive writing, and the use of rhetorical terms. The course includes extensive preparation for the AP Language and Composition examination, given in May, for which students may earn up to three college credits.

Required Summer Reading:  Please read and complete all activities prior to the start of school.

Text #1: The Woman Warrior
Maxine Hong Kingston

Activity:  Kingston writes, “Unless I see [my aunt’s] life branching into mine, she gives me no ancestral help.” When we read about other’s lives, we need to make bridges to our own experiences in order to truly understand their stories. For this activity, you will build bridges to Kingston’s stories by creating a scrapbook of your own. The five chapters of your book should correlate to the five chapters of The Woman Warrior. Begin by choosing an important quote from each chapter. Then, choose or create a visual (a photograph, collage, drawing) which reveals how your experience is tangential to hers. Write a paragraph explaining this bridge. You may interview family members and add their voice to this scrapbook if you wish.
Text #2: The Elements of Style
William Strunk and E.B. White
Activity:  Carefully read the book and then use it to complete the activity for your third text.
Text #3:  Newspapers, Journals, or Magazines:  Select five columns written by a notable columnist such as Randy Cohen (The New York Times ethicist), Robin Givhan (The Washington Post Pulitzer Prize winning fashion writer), William Safire (The New York Times expert on language, Rick Reilly (Sports Illustrated --11 time winner of Sportswriter of the Year), M.F.K. Fisher (revered cooking columnist), etc. No Bloggers allowed. Print out a hard copy of all five columns by this writer.
Activity:  (Note: This needs to be completed after reading The Elements of Style)
Locate, read, and annotate the five columns, paying particular attention to how the writer skillfully uses language.   Next, write a paragraph analyzing how this writer is a skillful stylist and practitioner of the advice dispensed in The Elements of Style. Examine how the writer adheres to at least two of the different principles from either Section II (“Elementary Principles of Composition”) or Section V (“An Approach to Style”).  Be sure to type this assignment and include embedded/MLA cited quotes to illustrate your point. After providing each quote, be sure to analyze it.  Include an MLA Works Cited with an entry for each source. Finally, attach your annotated columns to this assignment.
Short Example:  The Washington Post fashion writer Robin Givhan makes a habit of following Strunk and White’s rule#22: “Place the emphatic words of a sentence at the end” (32).  Her column “Condoleezza Rice’s Commanding Clothes,” notes that Rice’s attire at her visit to Wiesbaden Army Airfield created a stir because she was “draped in a banner of authority, power and toughness” (C-1). By placing these three descriptive nouns at the end of the sentence, Givhan stresses the importance of Rice’s clothing in projecting a strong personal image. Interestingly, she chooses to end with “toughness,” apparently the most important of the three due to its privileged place at the extreme end of the sentence.
