Richard Montgomery High School

Summer Reading Assignment

AP English Literature and Composition



Purpose:

The Montgomery County Public School System encourages students to read over the summer because of the many benefits and joys of reading.  Studies show that well-read students have advanced vocabularies, strong critical thinking skills, and greater success on standardized tests.  We hope you will enjoy your reading this summer and that it provides you with an opportunity to see the world from a different perspective, or to learn something new about yourself.  Completion of the summer reading assignments will also reinforce the critical comprehension and analysis skills you will need to do well in this college-level class, and on the AP Literature Exam in May.  



Texts:

· Beowulf (anonymous authorship) – read the Seamus Heaney translation only

· Grendel by John Gardner

During your first semester in AP English Literature, we will explore what it means to be a hero in different contexts.  To start the process of thinking about the various definitions of a hero, you will read two texts this summer.  Your first text is the Anglo-Saxon epic, Beowulf, which is the oldest surviving epic poem written in English.  This epic follows Beowulf as he fights the cannibal monster, Grendel, Grendel’s mother, and a greedy Dragon.  In 1971, John Gardner, a literature professor, and Old English scholar, decided to retell the epic of Beowulf from the perspective of Grendel, the monster.  In his novel, aptly titled, Grendel, John Gardner takes a more philosophical approach to the story of Beowulf as Grendel contemplates what drives humans to make certain decisions.  As you read both of these works, think about how each author characterizes his respective hero, and what each author believes is a hero’s responsibility to himself and to those he is meant to protect.

In order to prepare for the level of work you will be expected to complete in AP English Literature, you are expected to read each of these works in its entirety.  You should not read SparkNotes, CliffsNotes, or any other “notes” in lieu of reading these primary texts.  We are not interested in what the writers of SparkNotes and CliffsNotes have to say about the literature. We want to hear what you think.  Strive to analyze and interpret the literature on your own so that you will be prepared to think critically about other works you will encounter throughout the school year.  




Assignments:
The nature of the assignments you must complete will require you to work on them throughout the summer.  Since your work should always reflect careful reading and insight, you should not procrastinate and wait until the week before school starts to begin reading and completing your writing assignments.  If you do, you will not finish.  

All assignments must be typed, double-spaced, in TNR or Arial 12-point font.  You will be required to submit all of your work to Turnitin.com during the first week of school, so an electronic copy of these assignments is absolutely necessary.  Also, you want to make sure that you can have access to the assignments after you turn in the hard copies.  


All of these assignments are due on Tuesday, September 1, 2009, which is the second day of school.  The work that you complete over the summer will be assessed as homework (see the Summer Reading Assignment Rubric on the last page of this document), and will count as part of 10% of your 1st quarter grade.  

Assignment #1:  Short Paragraph Responses


After you finish reading these two texts, answer each of the questions below in a 1 to 2-page response.  Each response should include (a) an insightful thesis statement that directly responds to the prompt, (b) at least three(3) direct quotes from each work that relate to your thesis, 
(c) effective analysis that explains how your quotes prove your thesis, and (d) a concluding statement that connects your ideas to the novel as a whole.  


1. According to the author of Beowulf and John Gardner, what are the admirable qualities a hero should possess?  Write down five (5) heroic qualities that are revered in Beowulf, and five (5) different heroic qualities that are valued in Grendel. (You should have 10 qualities total – 5 per text).  Consider a hero’s personality traits, motivations, and relationship with other characters.  For each observation you make, you need to have at least one quote from the text that supports that observation. (You should have 10 different quotes total – 5 per text.)  These quotes should come from throughout the texts.  You may list the observations and corresponding quotes in bulleted form.  

2. What is the theme or central idea of Beowulf?  What is John Gardner’s response to this theme as evident in his novel, Grendel?  What lesson does each author seek to teach his audience through his respective work?  How are these themes revealed?  
Remember that a theme is NOT one word.  It is a statement about life and/or human nature.

3. Identify a pivotal event in each of the works that changed the course of the action, or made an important impact on the characters.  Summarize these events by pinpointing their similarities and differences.  Then, explain how each event contributes to the work as a whole.


Assignment #2:  Passage Analysis Assignment

As you read both Beowulf and Grendel, pay attention to passages that interest you and that highlight the central themes – especially the concept of heroism. Focus on passages that chronicle important events or conversations, or show character motivations.


Once you have finished reading, choose one short passage to analyze from each text. The passage should contain patterns of literary devices (i.e. diction, imagery, metaphor, symbolism, syntax, detail, irony, allusion, hyperbole, understatement, foreshadowing, motifs, etc.).  Be sure to think about how the author uses these techniques to showcase what makes the protagonist heroic.

The following questions might help you choose a passage: 

· Who or what defines a hero?

· Who is capable of being heroic? Who is not?

· What characteristics are heroic? 

· Which characteristics are not exhibited by a hero?

· How do readers identify heroes?

You will need to xerox, scan, or type the passage and annotate it by (a) underlining effective language and techniques, and (b) briefly commenting on how the author uses this language to convey his meaning.  

Once you have annotated your passages, prepare an outline for each passage that explains your observations about how each author uses various literary techniques to convey the meaning of the passage.  Avoid simply paraphrasing the passage.  (A sample outline is provided for you on the next page.)

After annotating the passage, write a thesis statement that (a) provides the context of your passage and (b) explains the central purpose (main idea) of the passage.  Do not write vague statements such as “This passage shows the character of the protagonist.”  Instead, your statement should be more sophisticated, detailed, and structurally sound. 

Example:  After the fishing trip with the other patients, Chief’s observation that McMurphy seems depressed and weary of his responsibility as leader of the men on the ward is illustrated by his use of metaphors and dark imagery.  
Your completed work should contain two (2) annotated passages (1 from each text) and two (2) outlines (1 from each text).  You will use these outlines to write a passage analysis once you return to school in the fall, so make sure that you are thorough in your observations about each passage.
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Passage Analysis for (insert Title of Text) 

Thesis:

Your thesis statement should (a) provide the context of your passage, (b) explain the central purpose of the passage, and (c) point out the literary techniques you plan to discuss.  

Body:
I.
First argument proving your thesis


A. Topic sentence introducing first argument


B. Evidence and examples of first argument


C. Analysis explaining how that evidence supports your thesis

D. Reminder for reader of link between argument and thesis

II.
Second support argument


A. Topic sentence introducing second argument


B. Evidence and examples of second argument


C. Analysis explaining how that evidence supports your thesis

D. Reminder for reader of link between argument and thesis

III.
Third argument proving your thesis


A. Topic sentence introducing third argument


B. Evidence and examples of third argument


C. Analysis explaining how that evidence supports your thesis

D. Reminder for reader of link between argument and thesis

Conclusion:
Tie everything together and discuss the larger implications of the passage’s theme. 

If you need to further subdivide your outline, use the following order:

Roman numerals, capital letters, cardinal numbers, lower case letters, lower case Roman numerals, etc. 

Remember, if there is an “A”, there must be a “B”; if there is a “1”, there must be a “2”; if there is an “a”, there must be a “b”.

AP English Literature Summer Reading Rubric

For each of the following grades, students will…

A = 
· follow all directions 

· complete each assignment accurately

· demonstrate a careful reading of the texts

· use precise language

· have no grammatical and spelling errors

B = 

· follow most directions 
· complete each assignment accurately

· demonstrate sufficient reading of the texts

· use adequate language

· have minor grammatical and spelling errors that do not interfere with meaning

C = 

· follow some directions 

· complete each assignment with some omissions
· demonstrate some understanding of the texts

· use language with lapses in expression
· have grammatical and spelling errors that may interfere with meaning

D = 

· follow few directions 

· complete each assignment with little accuracy

· demonstrate a limited understanding of the texts

· use language ineffectively

· have serious grammatical and spelling errors that interfere with meaning

E = 

· fail to submit all parts of the assignment

