
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
     Dr. Nelson McLeod, Principal 
October, 2013 
Richard Montgomery High School 

Montgomery County Public Schools 

Dear Richard Montgomery High School Community: 
 
Thank you for a very successful Back-To-School Night last month.  With the start of 
October, let me update you on the following: 
 

 Monday, October 14, 2013, is Columbus Day and the traditional day for Open 

House for all MCPS schools.  As a result, we are inviting current parents to visit 

Richard Montgomery High School for our local Open House.  Open House hours will 
be from 7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

 I am pleased to inform you that our school system has selected Wednesday, June 

11, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. for the 2014 Richard Montgomery High School commence-
ment ceremony.  The ceremony will be held at DAR Constitution Hall located in 
Washington, D.C.  There is no school for students on Wednesday, June 11, 2014. 

 

 Montgomery County Public Schools uses Connect-ED™ to send personalized voice 

and email  messages to all members of the school community. This school year, 
Richard Montgomery High School will continue to send school email updates via the 
Connect-ED™ email system.  

 

 Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS), in collaboration with county and non-

profit partners, will host a community forum on youth substance abuse and preven-
tion on Monday, October 7, 2013. The event, entitled “Time to Talk: Alcohol and 
other Drug Abuse Prevention Forum," will be held at Richard Montgomery High 

School, 250 Richard Montgomery Dr. in Rockville, from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.  The 

event is being coordinated by MCPS, the Montgomery County Police Depart-

ment, the Montgomery County Collaboration Council, the Montgomery County 

Alliance to Prevent Youth Substance Abuse, and the Brave and Bold coalition. 

The event will feature a resource fair, presentations, and a question and answer 

session.  
 

 Jon Xia, senior, was selected to attend this past summer's 13th annual Research 

Science Institute (RSI) sponsored by the Center for Excellence in Education and 
held in collaboration with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He was one of 
two Maryland students selected to attend this intensive six week program for young 
scholars interested in STEM careers and developing leadership skills. 

 

 Jessica Li, senior, is the recipient of the  2013 Next Generation Award by the Mary-

land Clean Energy Center.  This award recognizes leading youth who have made 
exceptional contributions to the promotion, awareness, or adoption of clean energy 
in the State of Maryland. 

 

 Beatriz Tinoco, Class of 2013, was  featured in the ESPN’s My Wish Series in Au-

gust,  2013. 
 

 Richard Montgomery High School will be hosting mathematician Dr. James Tanton 

as a guest speaker on Tuesday, October 8, 2013.  James has authored five books on 
mathematical thinking and is a currently a visiting scholar at the Mathematical As-
sociation of America in Washington, D.C. He will share his love for math with our 
students.  A special thank you to the U.S. Science & Engineering Festival for their 
sponsorship.  For more information, please contact Mr. John Chase, math teacher. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Richard Montgomery High School.  
 
     —Nelson McLeod, PhD 
        Principal 
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Important Upcoming 
Dates: 

 10/5:  SAT Administered 

 10/11: Underclassmen 

Picture Make-Ups, 
Dance Studio 

 10/14: Columbus Day, 

Open House  

 10/14-10/17: Spirit Week 

 10/15: Parent Workshop, 

6:30 pm, Cafeteria 

 10/15: PTSA Meeting, 

7:30 pm, Cafeteria 

 10/16: PSAT 

Administered 

 10/18: No school for 

students & teachers 

 10/18: Homecoming 

Game 

 10/19: Homecoming 

Dance, Gym 

 10/26: ACT Administered 

 10/28, 29 & 30: Senior 

Picture Make-Ups, 
Dance Studio 

 10/31:  First  Marking 

Period Ends 

 11/01: Professional 

Day—No School for 
Students 

 11/02: SAT Administered 

 11/13: Report Card 

Distribution 

 11/27: Early Release 

 11/28,29: Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

 12/07: SAT Administered 

 12/14: ACT Administered 

 12/23-12/31: Winter Break 

 1/1: New Years Day, 

Holiday 



Isabel Dunn, Class of 2014 

 

“This summer I had an amazing opportunity. I took 

five weeks of Shakespeare acting classes at the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Art (RADA) in London, England. 

For the first four weeks my group-mates and I took a 

wide variety of classes, ranging from Shakespeare text, 

voice, and movement to unarmed and armed stage 

combat, as well as 16th-17th century dance. In the 

fifth week I performed with another group in an 

abridged All’s Well That Ends Well. We were given our 

scripts on Monday and had to perform the following 

Saturday afternoon. 

 

I had an exhilarating five weeks. RADA program faculty 

were amazing, as were the other students. I learned a 

lot from my fellow classmates, which helped me devel-

op as an actor. It was wonderful getting to work with 

people who share my passion for acting and the beauty 
of the English language. I met people of all different 

ages (16-60) from around the world. I've kept in touch 

with friends from the UK, US, China, South Korea, and 

Switzerland. Working with people from such diverse 

cultures and theatre backgrounds made for an unfor-

gettable summer.” 

In Her Own Words—England 
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Welcome back Class of 2014! As we near the road to 

graduation, it is important for all seniors to make sure 

they are on track to graduate on Wednesday, June 11, 

2014. If you are unsure about your graduation status, 

please make an appointment to meet with your counse-

lor immediately. In addition to earning all of your re-
quired credits and meeting the High School Assessment 

requirement, please make sure that you have submit-

ted your Student Service Learning hours to Mrs. Costa, 

Student Service Learning hours coordinator. 
 

We will be hosting two Senior Parent Meetings this 

year. The first meeting will be held on Wednesday, No-

vember 20, 2013. Parents need to attend only one of 

the two meeting times on this date: 3:30 p.m. – 4:30 

p.m. or 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. in the Rocket Cafe. At 

this meeting we will review graduation requirements, 

upcoming events, and preparations for end of the year 

activities. The second meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, March 19, 2014. 
 

The senior fee for the Class of 2014 will be $45 if paid 

in full no later than Friday, December 20, 2013. Stu-

dents paying their senior fee after this date will be 
required to pay $50. The senior fees for the Class of 

2014 cover the cost of caps, gowns, and graduation 

expenses. We will be selling tickets a la carte for 

events including senior banquet and senior picnic.  

Both of these events will be heavily subsidized by 

money already fundraised by the senior class. Addi-

tional details regarding these events will be shared in 

future communications. 
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to-

contact Mrs. Afie Mirshah-Nayar, assistant principal 

and senior class administrator. 

Class of 2014 — Information 

Get Morning Announcements 

by Email 

 

The school’s web site posts the morn-

ing announcements each day from the 

RMBC daily broadcasts.  Parents can 

also receive the daily announcements 
of activities and opportunities on 

email.  To sign up for email announce-

ments and for more information, go to: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RMPTSA_Listserv/ 

Spirit Week: 

    October 14 - 17 

Football Game: 

    Friday, October 18, 6:00 p.m. 

    Richard Montgomery vs Churchill 

Homecoming Dance: 

    Saturday, October 19 

    8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

Homecoming Dates 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RMPTSA_Listserv/
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National Merit Scholarship and Hispanic Recognition Programs 

The National Merit® Scholarship Program is a pro-

gram created to recognize academic scholarship based 

upon student scores on the formal PSAT, a test which 

serves as an initial screen of approximately 1.5 million 

students.  In early September, about 16,000 students, 

or approximately one-third of the 50,000 high scorers, 
are notified that they have qualified as semifinalists.  

This year 42 Richard Montgomery students were identi-

Senior Class meeting: 

During the week of September 9 through September 

13, 2013, counselors met with seniors to review the 

college application process.  Students completed the 

senior survey, set up their common application ac-

count, completed the FERPA, and learned how to re-
quest transcripts and recommendations through Fami-

ly Connection.  Materials used during the presentation 

are posted on the Richard Montgomery High School 

Counseling webpage. 
 

Freshman Meeting: 

During the week of September 17 through September 

26, 2013, counselors met with freshman students in 

class groups.  The main objective of these meetings was 

to help students see the connection between academic 

success in high school and the achievement of their 

post-secondary goals.  Highlights included introduction 

to the Counseling Services staff, available counseling 

services, and increased familiarity with the academic 

supports offered at Richard Montgomery High School. 
 

Junior Meeting: 

During the week of October 7 through October 11, 
2013, counselors will meet with juniors to demon-

strate how Family Connection is used to identify col-

leges and universities of interest. Many factors are 

considered when choosing a college and Family Con-

nection enables students to better manage the selec-

tion process.  By the end of the year, juniors will have 

developed a list of colleges they are considering. The 

junior meeting is also the opportunity for counselors 

to explain the college entrance testing timeline which 

includes the PSAT test scheduled for Wednesday, Oc-

tober 16, 2013. 

Counseling Services Updates 

Hayley Abramowitz, Class of 2014 
“This past June, I was able to go on the Richard Mont-
gomery High School chorus (and friends) trip to Italy. 
The chorus travelled to Venice, Florence, Pisa, and Rome 
– with a lovely stop in Paris along the way – and I experi-
enced so many brilliant things that they can’t all be 
summed up in this article. I’ll happily recount some of 
my favorite memories, though, and I hope you enjoy the 
stories as much as we all enjoyed making them! 
 

Of every spectacular moment of the trip to Italy, two in 
particular stand out to me: Mr. Frezzo’s birthday, and 
the last night before flying home. We all felt the need to 
give Mr. Frezzo a huge present during the trip, both for 
his birthday and for teaching and conducting all of us. 
My friend Noah Beye, senior, and I ended up spearhead-
ing the effort – we organized a delicious dinner, complete 
with a cake sporting one of Mr Frezzo’s signature 
phrases in Italian. We also got the chance to sing to him, 
one of the most beautiful pieces we had prepared for the 
Italy trip, with Noah conducting!  I will always remember 
the smile on Mr. Frezzo’s face during the whole night.   
 

Our last night in Rome, after the festival finale concert, 
will also be on my mind forever.  For the whole of our 
trip to Italy, the RM group had been singing Va, Pensiero 
from Verdi’s Nabucco. The song is essentially Italy’s sec-

fied as semifinalists.  Also, Richard Montgomery had 

8 National Hispanic Recognition Program Scholars 

and 2 National Hispanic Recognition Program Honor-

able Mention.  To be considered for a Merit Scholar-

ship award, semifinalists must advance to Finalist 

standing in the competition.  Congratulations to our 
semifinalists! 

In Her Own Words — Italy Chorus Trip 

ond national anthem, and we made sure to perform it 
at least once a day, always to cheering and fascinated 
passers-by. The very last time we all sang the piece 
together was also our last night in Rome and in Italy, 
just after finishing our concert in the Basilica di San-
ta Maria sopra Minerva. It was late at night, and peo-
ple were crowding the streets for dinner and strolling. 
We began to sing, and by the time we reached the 
Pantheon, everyone eating in the surrounding cafés 
started to sing along. The power of that connection, 
the connection made by a shared love of music, and 
especially of this particular piece, was breathtaking.  
As we finished Va, Pensiero to raucous applause, we 
ran to get gelato. The music didn’t leave the diners, 
though, and we heard the people who had just been 
cheering start to sing operatic arias and art songs.  
We had started an opera riot in front of the Pantheon. 
 

This experience, so wholly ridiculous yet magical at 
the same time, perfectly sums up our trip to Italy. 
With the music we all sang together and the food and 
experiences, silly or serious, that we shared, we as a 
choir and as a group of friends formed bonds that we 
won’t soon forget. It was a beautiful experience, and I 
know I would go back and repeat it in a heartbeat.” 
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October, 2013 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

On Wednesday, October 16, 2013, the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) will be administered to Richard 

Montgomery High School students in grades 9, 10 and 11 from 7:30 a.m.-10:50 a.m.  Richard Montgomery High 

School is committed to obtaining 100% attendance and participation on this day.  Some of the benefits include: 

 

 Prepares students for the SAT's 

 Creates possibilities for earning scholarships and academic recognition through National Merits Programs 

 Students who take the PSAT receive FREE online access to My College QuickStart at www.collegeboard.com/

quickstart 

 Provides feedback in regards to student strengths for possible higher level courses that would be more chal-

lenging 

 Opens the door and begins the process for college searches 

 

Ninth-Graders:   A mock PSAT will be administered to all ninth graders at no cost using an outside vendor.  

Since most freshmen will be experiencing the PSAT test-taking format for the first time, this is a great opportunity 

for our students to practice and prepare for the official PSAT which will be administered in their junior year.  

Therefore, we advise that parents encourage their ninth-grader, and remind them of the importance of just partici-

pating in the test-taking process.  Students and parents will have the opportunity to access a comprehensive and 

informative analysis of the test performance on the mock PSAT. 

 

Tenth-Graders: The formal PSAT will be administered to all students in grade 10 at no cost.   Montgomery 

County Public Schools pays for the administration of PSAT for tenth-graders.  It is mandatory for all tenth grade 

students to take the PSAT on the October 16 test date.  Each student will receive a PSAT/NBSQT Student Bul-

letin from their English teacher.  Please review this bulletin with your son/daughter prior to the test date.  PSAT 

test results will be sent to us in December, at which time guidance counselors will review results with students.   

 

Eleventh-Graders: The official PSAT will be administered to all students in grade 11, at a cost of $14.   Elev-

enth graders MUST pre-register for the PSAT no later than Thursday, October 10, 2013.  Registration forms 

are available in the main office and counseling office. Forms and money should be turned in to the Career Center 

in room 142.  Eleventh graders who take the PSAT may qualify for the National Merit Scholarship Program, there-

fore we encourage all eleventh grade students take the PSAT on the October 16 test date.  Each student will receive 

a PSAT/NBSQT Student Bulletin from their English teacher.  Please review this bulletin with your son/daughter 

prior to the test date.  PSAT test results will be sent to us in December, at which time guidance counselors will re-

view results with students.   

 

We wish your child a positive testing experience.  If you have any questions regarding the PSAT testing process, 

please feel free to contact Ms. Afie Mirshah-Nayar, assistant principal, by email Afie_A_Mirshah-

Nayar@mcpsmd.org or by phone at (301) 610-8000.    

 

       Sincerely, 

 

       

Nelson McLeod, PhD 

Principal 

PSAT Parent Letter  

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/graym000/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Admin/PSAT%20Testing%2008/PSAT%20Action%20Plan/www.collegeboard.com/quickstart
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/graym000/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Admin/PSAT%20Testing%2008/PSAT%20Action%20Plan/www.collegeboard.com/quickstart
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Academic Support for Students 

Fall season is off to a great start for our students. 

Richard Montgomery High School continues to grow 

the number of students participating in fall sports 

with almost 400 students on various teams.  

 

Game attendance has also increased from last year, 
and the Rocket Fans are excited about the new Gold 

Rush fan shirts to complement the existing Rocket 

Riot shirts!  Richard Montgomery High School was the 

2012-2013 winner of the Rockville Cup for the 6th 

year in a row, after beating Rockville High School in 

the majority of varsity contests. Go Rockets!  

 

Boys and Girls Soccer both added Rockville Cup victo-

ries to the 2013-2014 Sports season with victories 

over Rockville High School.  

 

Tennis and Cross Country are also off to strong starts, 

and Richard Montgomery High School senior Thea 

Postalache was featured in the Gazette Newspaper.  
Thea was recognized as one of the Washington area’s 

top players!  

 

The entire Fall Athletic Department is working tire-

lessly as we enter into the thick of the season, all 

striving to make playoff appearances in our various 

sports. We are also proud to continue being student-

athletes, and maintaining our department-wide 3.0+ 

GPA that we achieved in the 4th quarter last Spring.  

 

Lastly, we’d like to welcome all of our new incoming 

student-athletes and parents to the program and look 

Athletics—Fall Sports 

If your child needs academic support in a class or if 

your student would like to volunteer to help other 

students, please see the following:  

  

Homework help at Richard Montgomery after 

school:  Students can get academic assistance in the 
“Homework Club” located in room 163 on Tuesday 

afternoons from 2:30 p.m.– 4:00 p.m. Contact Mr. 

Stillman at Todd_E_Stillman@mcpsmd.org. They can 

also use the room as a place to study.  

  

Individual tutors through NHS:  Student members 

of the National Honor Society (NHS) volunteer to tutor 

other students. If a student needs a tutor in a partic-

ular school subject, they should visit the NHS spon-

sor, Ms. Jessell, in room 321 at lunch, or e-mail at 

Leslie_P_Jessell@mcpsmd.org. If students have addi-

tional questions regarding tutors, they may also see 

their counselor before school, during lunch, and after 

school.  

Homework Hotline: Students can reach Homework 

Hotline between 4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays, and Thursdays to have their homework 

questions answered by REAL teachers by reaching the 

hotline by one of 4 ways: call 301-279-3234, text 724-

427-5445, visit Homework Hotline on Facebook, and 
email Homework Hotline at question@askHHL.org. 

Teachers are only available to be reached by phone un-

til 6:00 p.m. If students email them between 4:00 p.m. - 

6:00 p.m., their questions will be answered live on tele-

vision at Homework Hotline Live – found on Comcast 

34, Verizon 36, and RCN 89.  For more information re-

garding resources, please contact your student’s coun-

selor 

forward to great success during the rest of the Fall sea-

son, and throughout the school year. Do not forget 

about the Homecoming Football Game on Friday, Octo-

ber 18th at 6:30 verses Churchill!  

 

Please continue to visit www.RocketAthletics.org 
formore information regarding the RM Athletics Pro-

gram. 

President:  Sofia Bhalwani 

Vice-President:  Jisue Gonzales 

Secretary:  Heavenly Zheng 

Treasurer:  Sonia Postolache 

 

Class of 2017 

Freshmen Class Officers 

mailto:Todd_E_Stillman@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Leslie_P_Jessell@mcpsmd.org
mailto:question@askHHL.org
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/itv/ITV_Programs_HHL.shtm
http://www.RocketAthletics.org
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RICHARD MONTGOMERY’S 

 BLACK MASKERS DRAMA PROGRAM  

PROUDLY PRESENTS 

Attend the tale of Sweeney Todd! 
Madness, corruption, vengeance, murder, cannibalism--what’s not to love about 

 “Sweeney Todd The Demon Barber of Fleet Street”? 
Sophisticated, macabre, visceral and uncompromising, SWEENEY TODD SCHOOL EDITION mixes intense drama 

with howlingly funny moments of dark humor. Audiences find themselves laughing hysterically one moment and 

gasping in surprise the next. 
Come and see our talented Richard Montgomery students take on this challenging and brilliant show!! 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH AT 7:00 PM 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH  AT 7:00 PM 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22ND  AT 7:00 PM  

and  SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD  AT 7:00 PM 

 
Reserved Seating:  Students: $5         Adults: $13 

(Tickets for remaining seats are sold at the door for $1 additional) 

 

Reserve your seats at: https://richardmontgomerydrama.ticketleap.com 

https://richardmontgomerydrama.ticketleap.com
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Upcoming College Visits to Richard Montgomery 
Friday, October 11 (cont’d): 
 Agnes Scott College 
 University of Vermont 
 

Monday, October 14: 
 Vanderbilt University 
 University of Connecticut 
 

Tuesday, October 15: 
 The University of Akron 
 Thiel College 
 Fashion Institute of Technology 
 Wellesley College 
 The University of Alabama 
 

Wednesday, October 16: 
 Rochester Institute of Technology 
 

Thursday, October 17: 

 University of Colorado at Boulder 
 

Monday, October 21: 
 Lafayette College 
 Bond University 
 Saint Vincent College 
 Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising, 
   Los Angeles 
 

Tuesday, October 22: 
 Brown University  
 University of Rochester 
 Pennsylvania State University, University Park 
 Trinity University in Washington, DC 
 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 

Wednesday, October 23: 
 Washington University in St. Louis 
 University of Richmond 
 Eckerd College 
 

Thursday, October 24: 
 University of Virginia 
 University of Chicago  
 

Friday, October 25: 

 University of Hartford 
 Davidson College 
 Purdue University 
 Roanoke College 
 Smith College 
 

Monday, October 28: 
 Alfred University 
 Rider University  
 

Tuesday, October 29: 

 The University of Tampa 
 Polytechnic Institute of NYU 
 

Wednesday, October 30: 
 Montgomery College, Rockville 
 University of New Hampshire 
 George Mason University 
 

Thursday, October 31: 

 Ohio University 

 

The following list includes visits from colleges starting 
Tuesday, October 1.  College visits started in September, 
2013.  For a complete listing of upcoming college visits go 
to your family connection account.  Additional colleges 
may be added to the dates listed below.  If you need a 
family connection account please contact Ms. Mary Hull, 
c a r e e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o o r d i n a t o r ,  a t 
Mary_F_Hull@mcpsmd.org. 
 

Tuesday, October 1: 
 Stanford University  
 Scripps College  
 Claremont McKenna College 
 High Point University 
 Case Western Reserve University  
 Fairleigh Dickinson University 
 

Wednesday, October 2 : 

 Reed College 
 University of Delaware 
 Stony Brook University 
 College of Charleston 
 Miami University, Oxford 
 Northeastern University 
 Babson College 
 

Thursday, October 3: 
 Hofstra University 
 Harvey Mudd College 
 

Friday, October 4: 
 Gettysburg College 
 York College of Pennsylvania 
 Carleton College 
 

Monday, October 7: 
 The University of Scranton 
 Dean College 
 Georgetown University 
 

Tuesday, October 8: 
 University of Wisconsin, Madison 
 Dartmouth College 
 Emmanuel College 
 Williams College 
 Mount Holyoke College 
 Saint Francis University  
 

Wednesday, October 9: 
 Northwestern University  
 University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
 Colgate University 
 St. Mary’s College of Maryland  
 

Thursday, October 10: 
 Oberlin College 
 New York University 
 The Ohio State University 
 Swarthmore College 
 Saint Joseph’s University 
 University of Southern California 
 

Friday, October 11: 
 Elon University 
 Colby College 
 Washington and Lee University 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

https://succeed.naviance.com/collegesmain/viewcollege.php?cid=5404&section=1
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 First Marking Period ends:   October 31, 2013 

 Second Marking Period ends:  January 17, 2014 

 Third Marking Period ends:  March 27, 2014 

 Fourth Marking Period ends:  June 12, 2014 

 

Report Card Distribution Dates: 

 November 13, 2013 

 January 30, 2014 

 April 9, 2014 

 June 19, 2014 

Report Card  Information 


