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Montgomery County Public Schools 

Dear Richard Montgomery High School Community: 
 

With the start of January 2014, let me update you on the following: 
 

 Congratulations to the Richard Montgomery High School Jazz Ensemble for receiving su-
perior ratings from all of the judges at this year's MCPS Big Band Festival in December, 
2013.  This is the 17th year in a row that the ensemble has received an overall Superior 
rating. 

 

 We are approaching the time when students need to start thinking about courses 
for the 2014-2015 school year.  At this time students should be conferencing with 
their teachers, parents, and counselors to identify courses they would like to take 
next year.  Registration for eight grade students at Julius West Middle School oc-
curred during the month of December; registration for ninth, tenth, and eleventh 
grade students will start Monday, January 27, 2014.  Information regarding the 
registration process will be distributed shortly. 

 

 Save the date – Wednesday, February 26, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Richard Mont-
gomery High School auditorium, Richard Montgomery’s Counseling Services Depart-
ment will host our annual College Clinic for Juniors and Sophomores and their par-
ents.  Our speaker will be Mr. Daniel Grayson, Assistant Director of Admissions at 
Tufts University.  Mr. Grayson will discuss at length the college admissions pro-
cess.  It promises to be an information filled evening! 

 

 A few reminders for parents from the health room:  Students must have a pass from 
class to come to the health room.  Parents will be called without hesitation if the 
student is not feeling well and needs to go home.  Some of the student’s emergency 
information cards are not current.  Please take the time and update them.  Also, flu 
season is in full swing.  Students should not come to school when they have a tem-
perature of 100.5 or greater and should stay home until fever free without using 
Tylenol or Ibuprofen for 24 hours. 

 

 Ryan Liiva, junior at Richard Montgomery High School, has qualified for the Fenc-
ing Junior Olympic Championship in Portland, Oregon, scheduled for Saturday, 
February 15, 2014.  

 

 On Wednesday, November 20, 2013, Mr. Kevin Martz, science teacher, had the oppor-
tunity to attend the United States Congressional celebration of the Higgs Boson discov-
ery. Mr. Martz was invited as a representative of QuarkNet, and as someone who works 
with students on particle physics. (QuarkNet is an NSF funded program dealing with 
physics outreach). Two Richard Montgomery High School students, Jonathan Burnham 
and Shane Corcoran, also attended the event. Several congressional representatives, 
including Congressmen Bill Foster from Illinois, were there to celebrate. Several con-

gressmen and physicists gave short speeches commemorating the event. Jonathan and 
Shane did a wonderful job explaining what they do and how it has influenced them to 
think about science as a major and a career. 

 

 We congratulate Jerry Turner,  science teacher.  He is the recipient of the 2013  Leo 
Schubert Memorial Award.  This award recognizes an outstanding teacher of high 
school chemistry in the Washington, D.C. area. The award was established in 1979 
to honor Dr. Leo Schubert, a chemistry professor at American University who devot-
ed much of his career to developing programs for high school teachers and stu-
dents.  Mr. Turner’s achievements in education at Richard Montgomery High School 
were considered by the award jury to be remarkable and worthy of recognition by 
the Chemical Society of Washington. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Richard Montgomery High School.  
 

      —Nelson McLeod, PhD 
        Principal 
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Important Upcoming Dates: 

 1/1:  Holiday—New Years 

Day 

 1/6 -  1/17: HSA Exams 

 1/7: IB Music Student 

Concert, Room 107, 7:00pm 

 1/17: 2nd Marking  Period  

Ends 

 1/20: Holiday—Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day 

 1/21: Professional Day, no 

school for students 

 1/25: SAT Administered 

 1/30: Report Card Distribution 

 2/1: MCPS Poms 

Competition, Gym, 9:00am 

 2/5: IB Music Student 

Concert, Room 107, 7:00pm 

 2/8: ACT Administered 

 2/17: Holiday—Presidents Day 

 2/18: Parent Workshop, 

Media Center, 6:30pm 

 2/18: PTSA Meeting, Media 

Center, 7:30pm 

 2/28: Early Release Day 

 3/8: SAT Administered 

 3/18: Parent Workshop, 

Media Center, 6:30pm 

 3/18: PTSA Meeting, Media 

Center, 7:30pm 

 3/27: Third Marking Period 

Ends 

 3/28: Professional Day, no 

school for students 

 4/9: Report Card Distribution 

 4/12: ACT Administered 

 4/14 - 4/17: Spring Break 

 4/18 & 4/21: Holiday, Easter 



RMHS—Main Office  301-610-8000 

Counseling Office:  301-610-8050 

Registrar:   301-610-8055 

Athletic Director:  301-610-8075 

Career Center:  301-610-8064 

Business Manager:  301-610-8011 

Financial Office:  301-610-8012 

Attendance Office:  301-610-8010 

Important Phone Numbers—RMHS 
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Get Morning Announcements by Email 

The school’s web site posts the 

morning announcements each day 

from the RMBC daily broadcasts.  

Parents can also receive the daily 

announcements of activities and op-

portunities on email.   
 

To sign up for email announcements and for more 

information, send an e-mail directly to: 
 

rmhs_announcements-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.   

In early October, over 90 juniors and seniors were in-

ducted into Richard Montgomery High School’s Nation-

al Honor Society (NHS).  These students had four out-

standing recommendations from service activities, a 3.5 

unweighted GPA or higher, and teacher endorsements. 
 

NHS has approximately 150 juniors and seniors who 

are involved in a number of service activities.  Already 

this year students have participated in peer tutoring, 

clothes sorting at Interfaith, trick-or-treating for 

UNICEF, monthly food sorting at MANNA, and events 

at SportsPlus to mention a few.  
 

In the winter, there will be caroling at the Asbury 

home, dinners at Stepping Stones shelter, a book club 

at College Gardens ES, and many other student-

generated activities.   
 

NHS is open to Juniors and Seniors, and applications 

are solicited in the beginning of September. The popu-
lar peer tutoring program pairs an NHS member with 

a Richard Montgomery student in order to work on a 

specific academic subject. This year we have matched 

over 100 students already! Students interested in be-

ing paired should see Ms. Jessell, the NHS sponsor, 

in room 321.   If you have any questions, feel free to e

-mail Ms. Jessell  (Leslie_P_Jessell@mcpsmd.org). 

National Honor Society 

Yearbook Information 
The cost of the yearbook is $95, but you can pur-

chase your copy through Friday, January 31, 2014 

for the low cost of $85.  Ordering is quick and easy 

through our publisher, Jostens.  Order online at 

http://www.jostensyearbooks.com>.  You can also 

fill out an order form and leave it with your payment 
in the yearbook box in the main office.  We sold out 

of yearbooks last year so be sure to reserve your copy 

today! 
 

Senior ad deadline is Tuesday, January 14, 2014.  

Do not miss the opportunity to celebrate your stu-

dent’s accomplishments!  Senior ads are a tradition 

among graduating students that let them know how 

much they are cared for. For your convenience, you 

can access the order form online at the yearbookcom-

pany.com.   Choose Richard Montgomery High 

School from the list of schools and use the phone 

number (301) 610-8000 to log in. 
 

If you have additional questions about the yearbook 

or purchasing a senior ad, please contact Ms. Barba-

ra Contino, yearbook sponsor, at Barba-

ra_A_Contino@mcpsmd.org 

The SGA continues to be active in terms of participation, 

support, and spirit for the 2013-2014 school year. 
 

The Rockville Holiday Toy Drive provides free gifts for 

needy families, so that every child can get a special toy 

to celebrate the holidays. Our students donated over 
70 toys (with the seniors taking 1st place with regards 

to the amount of toys donated), and many staff mem-

bers donated as well.  
 

We were also host to the MCR General Assembly in 

December.  Students from all over the county were able 

to voice their concerns and ideas, enabling active stu-

dent participation in Montgomery County education.  
 

Also in December, the SGA organized a 5K marathon in 

order to raise money to support relief efforts in the 

Philippines. Despite a “wintry mix”, we had a huge 

crowd revved and ready to walk/run for the Philip-

pines. We also welcomed the help of the National Hon-
or Society, the Spanish Honor Society, the Red Cross 

Club, the Asian American Club, and the IB Art pro-

gram (who drew face paintings for the little ones). We 

were ecstatic to be able to donate over $2,300, raised 

with the help of the entire Richard Montgomery cluster, 

to the Red Cross to be used in any way possible to sup-

port the Philippines.  
 

We still have many events to plan in the upcoming 2014 

school year, so please continue to support the RMSGA.  

SGA Updates 

mailto:rmhs_announcements-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:Leslie_P_Jessell@mcpsmd.org
http://www.jostensyearbooks.com%3chttp:/www.jostensyearbooks.com
mailto:Barbara_A_Contino@mcpsmd.org%3cmailto:Barbara_A_Contino@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Barbara_A_Contino@mcpsmd.org%3cmailto:Barbara_A_Contino@mcpsmd.org
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We are very excited to announce our return to 

"Bowlmor" (formerly 300 Shady Grove) as the venue 

for the May 2014 Post Prom! With plush seating, 40 

bowling lanes, pool tables, state-of-the-art sound sys-

tem, and floor to ceiling video screens, Richard Mont-

gomery juniors, seniors and their dates will have the 
chance to enjoy an evening of fun, food, and music 

after the prom on Friday night, May 16, 2014.  

  

Post Prom is a PTSA sponsored event designed to keep 

our students safe in a drug and alcohol free environ-

ment, from the hours of midnight to 5:00 a.m., follow-

ing the Prom at the Rockville Hilton. We are busy 

planning and fund raising now, and welcome your 

help and generosity!  Please help us to keep our ticket 

prices low, so that all students who want to attend 

can afford to do so.  Send your tax-deductible dona-

May 2014 Post Prom 
tions to RM, made out to RMHS PTSA Post Prom or 

click on our PayPal link at https://www.paypal.com/

c g i - b i n / w e b s c r ? c m d = _ s -

xclick&hosted_button_id=3L464L4TRAYAN.   

 

If you have connections with a business, we are anx-
ious to partner and would like to hear from you! We 

are also looking for prizes, including gift cards and 

new electronics. Please drop off your donations to the 

Richard Montgomery main office. 

  

If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, 

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  S u s a n  K a m i n s k y 

(susankaminsky@comcast.net) and/or Charlene 

McClelland  (cmac110@msn.com). 

Richard Montgomery High School—Financial Aid Night 

Save the date for Financial Aid Night!  From 7:00 

p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 15, 2014, 

Richard Montgomery’s Counseling Services Depart-

ment will host our annual Financial Aid Night in the 

auditorium.   

 
Sheila Perkins, Rockville Financial Aid Campus Direc-

tor at Montgomery College, will present step-by-step 

directions for completing the Free Application for Fed-

eral Student Aid (FAFSA).  Alexandra Gonzales, who is 

a Financial Aid Outreach Counselor at Montgomery 

College, will be presenting the program in Spanish for 

our Latino families in the chorus room, Room 107.  

Both of our speakers are extremely familiar with the 

college financial aid process which is the same re-

gardless of the college your student attends.   

 

Prior to the evening, please visit www.fafsa.gov which 

is the official FAFSA website.  Parents can download 

the Worksheet for the Web, review the process and 
come prepared with questions.  Do you know what is 

meant by EFC?  Do you know the FAFSA deadline for 

the State of Maryland?  When is a student considered 

independent?  Have these questions and more an-

swered on January 15th!  We look forward to seeing 

you!   

Montgomery College uses the Accuplacer assessment 

to make placement decisions in English and Math for 

recent high school graduates.  Seniors interested in 

attending Montgomery College have the opportunity 

to take practice and diagnostics Accuplacer assess-

ments during the 2013-2014 school year at Richard 
Montgomery High School.  This provides students the 

opportunity to practice content similar to what is 

tested on the official Accuplacer so that they are pre-

pared for the Montgomery College placement test 

which is administered in the spring.   

  

After practice and diagnostic assessments are com-

pleted the students will be provided with targeted 

interventions by staff members on the Accuplacer 

Committee chaired by Mrs. Nancy Shay, English Re-

source Teacher.  

  

Students interested in attending Montgomery College 

next year must apply online or fill out an application 

no later than March 1, 2014 in order to receive the fee 
waiver and be eligible to test in the spring at Richard 

Montgomery High School.  Those who do not register 

by March 1 will need to pay the $25 application fee, 

and will have to go to the Montgomery College campus 

to take the official Accuplacer test.  Students should 

contact Ms. Mary Hull, College and Career Information 

Coordinator, with any questions or if they are interest-

ed in applying to enroll at Montgomery College next 

year.   

ACCUPLACER Assessment 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=3L464L4TRAYAN
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=3L464L4TRAYAN
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=3L464L4TRAYAN
mailto:susankaminsky@comcast.net
mailto:cmac110@msn.com
http://www.fafsa.gov
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Student Safety Educational Campaign—SOS: Safe or Sorry?   
Richard Montgomery High School is already involved 
in our 2013-2014 Safe Or Sorry (S.O.S.) campaign. 
This student-led campaign officially began during the 
2011-2012 school year and is a school-wide safety 
push every two years.  Our hope with this campaign is 
to promote awareness about safety from a multiple 
issue perspective including: internet and bullying safe-
ty, pedestrian safety, and the dangers of distracted or 
under the influence driving. 
———————————————- 
Background Information: 

Internet safety and bullying has been a major focus 

on both news programs and television. With the free 

communication of the internet and websites such as 

Facebook, Twitter, and SnapChat, students may not 

fully understand the longstanding repercussions of 

posting personal or inflammatory information on the 

internet. 
 

With Richard Montgomery High School’s location in a 
major suburban transit area, pedestrian safety to 

and from school is a very important issue to our stu-

dents and parents. Additional distractions, such as 

cellphones and iPods may cause students to not use 

their best judgment and full awareness when cross-

ing our many busy roads in the area. 
 

Texting is of heightened concern because it combines 

three types of distraction – visual, taking the eyes off 

the road; manual, taking the hands off the wheel; 

and cognitive, taking the mind off the road.  Richard 

Montgomery High School is focusing on changing the 

behavior of student drivers.  We are also encouraging 

teens to share the message with their parents and 
other people they see texting while on the road.  A 

teen’s primary source of communication with friends 

is through texting, so getting them to put the phone 

down while in the car requires a real change of be-

havior. 

Did you know motor vehicle crashes are the leading 

cause of death for teens in the United States, more than 

homicide and suicide combined?  I know we all talk to 

our teens about not drinking and driving and wearing 

their seat belts, but keeping our children safe behind 

the wheel also includes talking to them about not tex-
ting while driving. 
 

2013-2014 Educational Campaign 

Our focus for the 2013-2014 S.O.S. campaign includes 

two professionally made “public service announcement” 

style videos shown during an extended RMBC period 

followed by guided classroom discussion. The first video 

was shown on Tuesday, November 26, 2013 and focused 

on internet safety. The second video was shown on Mon-

day, December 16, 2013 and focused on distracted driv-

ing. 
 

Additionally on Monday December 16, 2013, student 

members of the S.O.S. committee distributed anti-
texting and driving thumb bands during lunch and en-

gaging students in conversation about the video.  
 

To promote pedestrian safety, the S.O.S. committee is 

looking at reflective items to distribute free to students. 

These reflective items will be added to student’s back-

packs to help prevent students not being seen when 

they cross the road. 
 

A culminating assembly for juniors and seniors will be 

held prior to prom to promote driver safety especially as 

a lead up to the prom and graduation months. This as-

sembly is a continuation of a assembly held during the 
2011-2012 campaign and will include speakers from 

City of Rockville police, Montgomery County Fire and 

Rescue, a Shady Grove Hospital emergency room doctor, 

and a parent of a former Richard Montgomery High 

School student who was involved in a life-changing acci-

dent. Students will also be invited to sign a safety pledge 

and receive safe driving gifts and reminders.  

The One Acts festival will be held on Friday, January 

31, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.  This annual theatre festival 

consists of a performance of four one-act plays, the 

direction and production of which are entirely stu-

dent run.  

 
Aaron Hwang will be directing his self-written "Shoot 

the Moon", the comical and sometimes surreal esca-

pades of two friends who find themselves inexplicably 

stranded on the moon. Christine Pash will be direct-

ing "The People" by Susan Glaspbell, telling the story 

of the editorial staff of the titular socialist magazine 

as they struggle to retain their idealism despite low 

sales.  Cecilia Velarde and Diana Gonzalez 

Ramirez will be directing "Boy Meets Girl" by Sam 

One Acts Festival — January 31, 2014 
Wolfson, which humorously details the romantic adven-

tures of as well as the fallout between two kindergarten-

age children over the course of a couple of days.  And 

finally, Isabel Dunn will be directing "The Scary Ques-

tion" by Wayne Rawley, about a caring boyfriend who is 

ready to take his relationship with his girlfriend to the 
next level, but whose very unique values lead to a hilari-

ous twist!  

 

These four plays, and an accompanying light show, will 

provide a fantastic evening of entertainment for Richard 

Montgomery High School students, staff, and families. 
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Career and College Information Center Updates: 
 

Register for the SAT or ACT soon!  If you are a junior 

and planning on taking an SAT or ACT by the end of 

this year (which is highly recommended), please regis-

ter as soon as possible.  The SAT will be given on Sat-
urday, March 8, 2014, Saturday, May 3, 2014, and 

June 7, 2014.  The ACT will be given on Saturday, Feb-

ruary 8, 2014, Saturday, April 12, 2014, and Saturday, 

June 14, 2014.  Registration deadlines vary; however, 

the sooner you register the more likely you are to re-

serve a seat at the test center of your choice.   
 

The end-of-the year test dates are very popular and fill 

up quickly.  Some students who have waited until the 

last minute to register have had to travel to Arlington, 

Virginia or Frederick, Maryland to take the test.  You 

can register for the SAT at www.collegeboard.org and 

you can register for the ACT at 

www.actstudent.org.  For qualifying students, waivers 
are available in the Richard Montgomery High School 

Career Center for both of these tests.  
 

Just a reminder that students and parents can file 

their FAFSA beginning January 1, 2014.  Maryland 

residents must file their FAFSA by Friday, March 1, 

2014, in order to qualify for money from the State of 

Maryland.  Your 2013 taxes do not have to be complet-

ed in order to file the FAFSA for the 2014-2015 school 

year!  If you miss the March 1 deadline, you can still 

file the FAFSA but the state may not have any money 

to give, so go to www.fafsa.gov as soon as possible and 

file your FAFSA. Remember, if you are on a website 
completing your FAFSA and they ask for a credit card 

College Enrollment Initiative 

MCPS QuickNotes  

Receive emergency announcements, as well as other school news and information, via email through MCPS Quick-

Notes. Sign up at www.mcpsquicknotes.org. Information is available in six languages.  

Alert MCPS  

Alert MCPS provides information about major changes in school system operations via text messages delivered to 

devices you register, such as cell phones, smart phones, and pagers. Signing up for Alert MCPS is free, but check 
with your wireless provider about charges associated with text messages. Messages are provided in English and 

Spanish. Parents and staff can also sign up to receive messages for specific MCPS schools. This service would be 

used for situations that affect one or a small number of schools, such as a power outage. Sign up at 

http://alert.montgomerycountymd.gov/.  

Twitter  

A Twitter account allows you to follow MCPS updates, including emergency messages, on your computer, cell 

phone, or mobile device. Go to http://twitter.com/mcps to follow MCPS or to create an account.  

MCPS Website 

 Changes in school operations due to weather conditions or other emergencies are posted on the MCPS website at 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org. Messages are posted in English and Spanish.  

Recorded Information Line  

To hear a recorded message about changes in school operations in English and Spanish, call 301-279-3673.  

MCPS TV  

Emergency messages, news about MCPS, coverage of Board of Education meetings, and more, are provided on 
Comcast Cable Ch. 34, Verizon Ch. 36, and RCN Ch. 89. For more info, visit www.mcpstv.org.  

Make sure that Richard Montgomery High School has your current contact information (e-mail address and 

home, work, and cell phone numbers), so that you can be reached in an emergency.  

How to Receive MCPS Emergency Information  

number, you are on the wrong website! If you have 

questions, please contact Ms. Mary Hull, career and 

college information coordinator, at 301-610-8064 or 

email her at Mary_F_Hull@mcpsmd.org. 
 

Mock SAT and ACT Tests: 
 

Students, especially juniors, can register for mock or 

practice SAT and/or ACT tests.  Revolution Prep is 

administering mock tests for the SAT and ACT on 

Saturday, January 25, March 1 and April 26, 2014.  

The tests will run from 8:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 

Richard Montgomery High School. 
 

Students should register online at 

http://www.revolutionprep.com/test-prep/search to 

take advantage of this valuable opportunity.  For $5, 

students get to experience a testing situation and the 

test format, and they get their results so they know 

what areas they need to focus on for success for the 
official test.  Please call Ms. Mary Hull in the College 

and Career Center at 301-610-8064 if you have any 

questions.  Financial assistance is available.   
 

College Planning Clinic: 
 

SAVE THE DATE - Our annual College Planning 

Clinic will be held on Wednesday, February 26, 2014, 

at 7:00 p.m. in the Richard Montgomery High School 

Auditorium.  Juniors and sophomores and their par-

ents are invited to attend this college workshop. Our 

speaker will be Mr. Daniel Grayson, Assistant Direc-

tor of Admissions, Tufts University.  We look forward 
to seeing you in February!  

http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.fafsa.gov
mailto:Mary_F_Hull@mcpsmd.org
http://www.revolutionprep.com/test-prep/search
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      December, 2013 
Dear Parents,  

 

Since becoming superintendent of Montgomery County Public Schools, I have spoken at length about the importance of 
social emotional learning—essentially, giving our students the skills they need to navigate their lives in a healthy, posi-
tive way. And that is why I am writing to you today.  
 

This week, the wintry weather required us to go through our normal processes to determine whether we should delay or 
cancel school. It’s not an easy decision and involves staff working at all hours to monitor road conditions and weather 
forecasts. As we were in the process of evaluating the situation, students started contacting me on Twitter. Some of these 
“tweets” were clever, funny, and respectful, pleading for me to cancel school so they could sleep in or have more time to 
do their homework. Many of these tweets, however, were offensive and disturbing. Some were threatening to me and oth-
ers. A few referenced my family. There was rampant use of racial epithets and curse words.  
 

This activity on social media caused me to reflect on my responsibilities as a parent of three children and the superinten-
dent for 151,000 children, and what our role is in ensuring that our children are using technology appropriately. This is 
especially important as we increase the use of technology in our schools, including full wireless access and bring-your-
own-device possibilities for our students.  
 

As superintendent, I have the legal responsibility of in loco parentis, meaning that I and other educators are supposed to 
serve as “parents” in the school building. Some of the tweets I received were so disturbing that my staff reported them to 
the school principal and our security team. This may seem like an overreaction to some, but it is our legal responsibility 
to do so, and we take it very seriously.  
 

But this is more than just a challenge at the office. My wife and I find ourselves in a daily conversation with our children 
about the appropriate use of technology. How long can they use a device? How often during a day? What are they al-
lowed, and not allowed, to take pictures of? They don’t have internet access yet, but I am already imagining what it will 

be like when they do. How will my wife and I ensure that they are being safe online, while allowing them to access the 
many positive aspects of the online world and social media? How will we ensure we have the right controls and oversight 
so they are doing so in an appropriate way?  
 

I don’t have all the answers in my home or in our schools. But I know it takes deliberate and tough conversations within 
families and communities to help kids understand how to use technology and social media appropriately.   
 

I’m sure that most of the students who posted inappropriate comments to me on Twitter were doing so without thinking. 
In fact, we know that the adolescent brain isn’t equipped to think long term and doesn’t calculate risk/reward ratios in 
the same way that adults do. I’d like to think that they wouldn’t post such things if they understood the consequences of 
their actions or if they knew that I’m legally responsible for reporting threats to the police and to their parents. I’d like to 
think they wouldn’t post such things, especially if they understood that these posts are permanent and can follow them 
and impact college acceptances, job opportunities, and future relationships.   
 

I’m writing this letter to start a conversation about how we can support our children in using technology in a way that is 
healthy, productive, and positive. Cyberbullying is a real issue among children and adults. We not only have to teach our 
kids how to handle new technologies appropriately, but we also have to model that behavior in our own communications 
on social media and email. We need to talk about “cybercivility:” how we can help our children grow into responsible and 
caring adults who interact with one another in a civil, respectful way. I have asked my staff to develop some materials 
and methods to help schools and families navigate these conversations, so look for more information about this in the 
near future.  
 

In the meantime, I urge you to talk to your children on an ongoing basis about what’s appropriate and not appropriate to 
do online.  Also, remember, if your child is under 13, do not allow them to use social media—they aren’t ready for it and 
it is a violation of the user agreements or guidelines for nearly all major social media sites. If your child is 13 or older, 
please consider whether they are ready to use social media. Set limits and talk to them about the appropriate use of so-

cial media and mobile technology. And make sure you are monitoring what they post online.  
 

Our website has some resources that you can use to talk to your children now and we will be adding more resources in 
the near future. If you have any thoughts or ideas to help further this cybercivility dialogue, please do not hesitate to 
email me at Joshua_Starr@mcpsmd.org or contact me on Twitter at @mcpssuper.   
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Josh 
 

An Open Letter from Dr. Starr 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/cybercivility/
mailto:Joshua_Starr@mcpsmd.org
http://twitter.com/mcpssuper
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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH — OCTOBER  

The following students were celebrated during our Monthly Student Recognition Program.  Each month, depart-

ments are asked to nominate students who demonstrate academic excellence in the classroom.  These nomina-

tions include students who have shown improvement, great effort while tackling challenging content, or other ex-

ceptional qualities.  Students selected come from all grade levels and courses.  These students receive a certificate 

of recognition and donuts with the Principal; their photos are also posted in the Student of the Month display lo-

cated in the main lobby. 
 

Students of the Month for October— 

English:  

 Amalya Khashimova 

 Grace Kim 

 Thulasi Kulasinghe 

 Isabel Meyers 

 Paula Monterroso 
 Jonathan Smith 

 Faith Thweatt 

 

ESOL:  

 Isbah Afzal 

 Evengelina Papathanasiou 

 Raquel Andrade Saraiva 

 Aicha Camara 

 Cristian Claros 

 Twewang Twewang 

 Wei Ting Tung 

 Silipa Waqabaca 

 Pei Jo Yang 

 Jiahao Zhang 
 

Fine Arts: 

 Noah Beye 

 Elizabeth Conway 

Fine Arts (cont’d): 

 Aliyah Hall 

 John Lynch 

 Stacey Polyakova 

 Olga Prokunina 

 Alex Quito 
 Amal Rahim 

 Eli Stopak 

 Ben Wright 

 

Math: 

 Celine Denk 

 Nathan Gonzalez 

 Jonathan Henderson 

 Jonathan Jabbie 

 Cristian Moscoso 

 Miranda Scott 

 Diane Yourougou 

 

Social Studies: 
 Olumide Agboola 

 Robert Elenberg 

 Nathaniel Gillman 

 Eszter Janossy 

Social Studies (cont’d): 

 Jayla Jones 

 Dmitri Kilachko 

 Scylre Kingkeo 

 Hayro Lemus 

 Olujinmi Odunlami 
 Victoria Ozoms 

 Thea Postolache 

 Kimberly Stamets 

 Richard Tanimoto 

 Camila Tapia 

 Mikaela Walker 

 Catherine Wang 

 

World Languages:  

 Yayra Afande 

 Trinish Chatterjee 

 Jack English 

 Camillo Gonzalez-Sol 

 Nadiya Klymenko 
 Andy Xin Wei Li 

 Hannah Salem 

 Nicole Soto 

 Claudine Valenzuela 

FY 2015 Operating Budget Recommendation 

Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) Superinten-

dent Joshua P. Starr is recommending a $2.28 billion 

Operating Budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2015 that will al-

low the district to manage its continued enrollment 

growth, while also making strategic investments to nar-

row gaps and prepare for the future.  
 

Dr. Starr’s budget recommendation, represents a $56.4 

million increase—about 2.5 percent—over the current 

budget (FY 2014) and is about 1 percent over the mini-

mum county funding floor. The increase in Dr. Starr’s 

budget recommendation includes $21.9 million for en-

rollment growth and $26 million for continuing salaries, 

employee benefits, and keeping up with inflation.  
 

It also includes $11.8 million in enhancements in stra-

tegic areas, including investing in technology, reducing 

some high school class sizes, improving teaching and 

learning for English Language Learners in middle 

schools, expanding community partnerships, and mak-

ing improvements to student support services and 

alternative education. The increases are offset by 

$3.3 million in efficiencies and budget reductions, 

m o s t l y  i n  c e n t r a l  s e r v i c e s . 
 

“This budget recommendation will allow us to serve a 
growing number of students and make additional 

investments in key areas that will help prepare our 

students to thrive in their future,” Dr. Starr said. “I 

am grateful for the collaboration with our employees 

and parents that led to the development of a respon-

sible budget that balances our fiscal responsibilities 

with the needs of our students and staff.”  
 

Dr. Starr’s budget recommendation was built in col-

laboration with the Montgomery County Council of 

Parent-Teacher Associations and the three MCPS 

employee associations—the Montgomery County Ed-

ucation Association; the Service Employees Interna-

tional Union, Local 500; and the Montgomery County 
Association of Administrators and Principals. 
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First Semester—Exam Schedule (January 2014) 

Friday, January 10     Review Day 

Monday, January 13     Period 7 and 8 

Tuesday, January 14    Period 4 and 6 

Wednesday, January 15    Period 2 and 3 

Thursday, January 16    Period 1 and Make-up Exams 

Friday, January 17     Make-up Exams 
 

Exam times: 

7:25 a.m.—9:25 a.m. 

Break (9:25 a.m.— 10:00 a.m.) 

10:00 a.m.—12:00 noon 
 
 

In the event of a snow or weather emergency that results in the cancellation of school during the final exam win-

dow, exams will be pushed back to the next school day.  The specific exams impacted will be administered on the 

next school day.  For example, if school is cancelled on a day in which exams were to be administered for periods 

7 and 8 classes, those exams will be administered the very next day school is in session. 


