
 
 

       

Halloween Young Run 

Congratulations to all of  the students who participated in the 

Halloween Young Run on Sunday, October 18, 2009.  Despite 

the rainy weather we had a very  good turnout.  Pictures and 

the banner from the run are now hanging in the gym.  Feel free to come by and take 

a look. 

 

                   Sneaker Check Award 

The Sneaker Check Award  for the first marking period was earned by Mrs. Rixõs 

first grade class.  Great job!  The second marking period contest began this week.  

Donõt forget to wear your sneakers on your P.E. day!     

  
Currently in Physical Education all classes are continuing  to learn about muscles 
and bones.  Each week a new bone and muscle is presented to each class.  
 
Kindergarten, First, and Second graders are working on a unit in throwing and catch-
ing skills as well as other ball handling skills using their hands such as dribbling and 
shooting.  
 
Third, Fourth, and Fifth graders are working on reviewing throwing and catching 
skills and will apply these skills to throwing and catching games.  They will also be 
working on a volleyball skills unit.  
 
Mrs. Svejda -Gurney  

 

  

 

 

 

 

The first quarter of Music, Art, and P.E were active, creative, and exciting! 

Read on to see whatôs coming up this quarter. (Please note that there are 4 

pages to the newsletter which can be accessed at the bottom of the screen.) 
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Fall Into THE ARTS 
                      Ritchie Park Elementary  2009 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
  

 

  
 

 
 

  

 
  
 

  

 
  

 

  
 

 
 

  

 
  

Ritchie Park chorus members are 

working hard to get ready for their 

first concert on Wednesday,  

December 16th, at 7pm in the  

All -Purpose Room at Ritchie Park. 

Please make sure that your choral 

student has a plain white top and 

plain black bottoms for the  

performance. We are looking  

forward to premiering our ensemble 

and sharing some exciting music 

with everyone! 
Looking Ahead:  

Cluster Concert 2/25 Richard Mont. HS 

Spring Concert  5/26 Ritchie Park 

MUSIC NOTES 
Choral/General Music 

Ritchie Park Chorus 

Mystery composer  
  Our first mystery composer of the year was Bobby McFerrin. 

He is an American composer known for his facility with many musical gen-

res. He is also a well-known conductor, performer, and music  

advocate. He is best known for the song ñDonôt Worry, Be Happyò but has 

built his reputation by using innovative vocal sounds and unusual musical 

combinations in his compositions.  

 John Philip Sousa (1854-1932) is another famous American  

composer. He is best known for marches and patriotic music, writing 136 

marches in the course of his career. He was born in Washington D.C. and 

wrote the famous ñWashington Post Marchò. His best known piece, ñStars 

and Striped Forever,ò continues to be one of our most treasured patriotic 

songs.          -Mrs. Davis 

Kindergarten:  Kindergartners are using more 

advanced instruments such as xylophones and 

drums. They continue to differentiate between 

musical concepts through songs, games, and lis-

tening selections. 

First Grade: First graders are reviewing 

rhythms creating soundscapes.  

Second Grade: Second graders are concluding a 

unit on the orchestra by attending a performance 

of the National Philharmonic on Nov. 17th.     

Third Grade:  Third graders are doing very well 

with their new recorders. They have learned two 

songs so far and are showing good posture and 

embouchure positions. They are also learning 

about phrasing , time signatures, and repeat 

signs. 

Fourth Grade:  Fourth graders are getting ready 

to take the green challenge on their recorders. 

They are also writing rhythmic compositions. 

Fifth Grade: Fifth graders are preparing for the 

silver recorder challenge. They have been play-

ing advanced xylophone accompaniments and 

will be starting a composer study on Antonio 

Vivaldi and ñThe Four Seasons.ò  

Music Instruction  



The Art Room 
Art Room News 

"Imagination is more important than knowledge." 

Albert Einstein                                                                          
A Reminderé.*Please send a smock to school with your childôs name on it.   

The smocks will be kept in the homeroom classes.  We are very careful but we do work 

with a wide range of materials, some of which are messy!* 

 

*Kindergarten:   The Kindergarten students are continuing their study of  line.   We are 

studying the work of Paul Klee and his use of color, line and shape. The students are learn-

ing how to blend their own original colors and apply them to a Klee inspired curved line 

and shape drawing.  The students are also learning about how to control the application of 

paint, hold the brush and clean it when changing colors. 

  

*First Grade:  The First grade students are working on a Native American weaving unit.  

They are learning about the importance of  textile work to the Navajo and other Native 

American cultures.  They are also learning about the use of natural materials in textiles, the 

concepts of utilitarian verses decorative pieces, how the warp differs from the weft and the 

concept of alternating over and under when weaving,   

 

*Second Grade:  The Second grade students are currently creating spontaneous linear de-

signs.  They are learning about the work of de Kooning and Pollack.  The students are cre-

ating a base painting by moving and manipulating their paper while applying thinned paint.  

The spaces will be filled with Secondary and Intermediate colors that they created.    

 

*Third Grade :  The third grade students are learning about the concept that a three dimen-

sional object is seen from the top, side and bottom.  The students are creating long neck 

bird sculptures where they will be using papier mache to cover student generated and found 

object shapes.  They will also be attempting to create birds with character through the use 

of color, expression and assemblage techniques.  

 
 *Fourth Grade :  The fourth grade students are starting a sculpture unit where they will be 

transforming an ordinary shoe into something very unique!  Using a shoe as the base of the 

sculpture, the students will be adding newspaper forms to transform the shoe into a charac-

ter or interesting object.  The students will be learning about and using additive sculptural 

techniques, papier mache, assemblage and painting techniques. 

 

*Fifth Grade:   The fifth grade students are working with clay!  They are learning about 

relief sculpture techniques.  This is where the sculpture is usually attached to a flat surface 

and is viewed from the front.  The theme of the sculpture is the human face and expression.  

The students will use sculpture and glazing techniques to create this expressive relief! 


