NEWS IN THE ARTS

Ritchie Park Elementary

We are off to a great start in Art, Music and P.E.!'"We are looking forward to a very
artistic, musical and fit year! Read on and see what adventures your child is having ir
the arts at Ritchie Park. (Please note that there are 4 pages to the newsletter which c'
be accessed at the bottom of the screen.)

Physical Education

News

Halloween Young Run

This year’s fun run will be held on Sunday, October 18, 2009. The fun run is presented by
the Montgomery County Road Runners Club. Forms for the run were passed out during
P.E. class to those students who were interested. Please look out for them. More informa-
tion on the run can be found at www.halloweenyoungrun.com. Parents, please make sure
that you sign the form before you mail it in. School Participation Awards will be given to
schools with 20% or more finishers. Hope to see you all there!

Sneaker Check Award
In P.E., classes are able to earn a “Sneaker Check Award” at the end of each mark-
ing period. This is how it works:
If every student comes to P.E. prepared by wearing sneakers, they earn a sticker for
their class for that week. This is posted on a chart in the gym. At the end of each
marking period, whichever class earns the most stickers will receive a certificate to
hang up in their classroom. This helps to make moving easier and safer for everyone.
Thanks for your help.
Here is the P.E. schedule to assist you:
Kindergarten— Callahan (Monday), Hershey and Parlato (Wednesday), Friedland
(Thursday), Ballen (Friday)
First Grade— Frank (Monday), Rix (Tuesday), Hope and Madison (Thursday)
Second Grade— McCoskey (Monday), Porter (Tuesday), Holly (Wednesday),
Johnson (Thursday)
Third Grade- Frisch (Monday), Jeffcott (Tuesday), Dobridge (Wednesday)
Fourth Grade— Nusbaum (Monday), DiMercurio (Tuesday), Carbonaro (Thursday)
Fifth Grade— Nelson (Tuesday), Gramzinski (Wednesday), Petullo (Friday

Currently in Physical Education all classes are learning about muscles and bones.
Kindergarten, First, and Second graders are working on a movement unit; focusing on
personal space, locomotor skills, levels, pathways, directions, and speeds.

Third, Fourth, and Fifth graders are working on a soccer skills unit.

Mrs. Svejda-Gurney
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- Great art is the outward expression of an inner
| i fe of the artist_

Edward Hopper = -
*Please send a smock to school with your
chil dés name on it.

The smocks will be kept in the homeroom classes. We are very careful but we do work with a wide
range of materials, some of which are messy!*

*Kindergarten: The Kindergarten students are currently working with line. They are learning that line
can be curved, zigzag, thick, thin, etc. The students have also discovered that when you close a line it
becomes a shape! We are studying the work of Piet Mondrian an artist who loved simple shapes, col-

ors and lines. Our Kindergarten artists are creating their version of a Mondrian with the focus on line.

*First Grade: The First grade students are working on a mask making unit. We are focusing on paper
sculpture techniques with the theme of clowns for the masks. The students will focus on facial struc-
ture and how to make a 2-D surface 3-D.

*Second Grade: The Second grade students are learning to draw from observation. They are focusing
on the character of line and how it defines a shape. The students are observing animals and drawing
what they see. Our animals will have beautiful textures behind them...the fur or skin of the animal!

*Third Grade: The Third grade students are currently working on a self portrait! They are learning
about the work of Pablo Picasso and his cubist movement. The students are observing their own faces
and will soon be learning how to distort the portraits to look like a cubist work.

*Fourth Grade: The Fourth grade students are learning about how to use perspective to foreshorten an
image. They have learned that objects which are closer to you are larger and objects which are further
away from you appear smaller. They are creating glass ceiling portraits where they will be using the
skills we have learned, to give the illusion of looking up at a person!

*Fifth Grade: The Fifth grade students are working on a royal portrait! The portrait may be a self por-
trait or a portrait of a peer. The students are learning about mirror images and symbolism. The por-
traits are being created in the style of a playing card. The clothing is being created using symbols
which represent the person and intricate royal line designs are being used to embellish the drawings.
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Instrumental Music classes have begun and | am having a great time
getting to know all of the students who have signed up to play an instrument
at Ritchie Park this year. Instrumental Music is offered to all 4™ and 5
grade students. The students have the chance to learn an instrument free of
charge during the school day. Our students at Ritchie Park are learning the
flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, trombone, baritone, violin and cello.
Here is what we will be working on in these first couple of weeks of
classes:

Beginning students are learning the names of the parts of their instruments,
as well as proper maintenance, hand position, and posture. Violin and cello
students are learning the names of their open strings and will soon learn
where to put their fingers to make different notes. Beginning woodwind
and brass students will soon learn how to read a fingering chart, how to use
their tongue to start a note, and how to take a nice deep breath when they
play. Beginning percussionists (drummers) are learning how to hold their
sticks properly and the correct playing technique for snare drum. All begin-
ning students are learning the basics of music notation and will eventually
learn to read music, as well as expand the range of notes and rhythms that
they know.

Advanced students are reviewing what they learned last year and soon will
be on to new concepts. Advance
and how to play in a new time signature. Advanced String students will
learn how to play on their lower strings. All Advanced students will soon
start working on the music for our first concert.

Each class is doing a great job remembering the Three Keys to Success in
Instrumental Music: 1) Bring your instrument to school 2) Come to ev
class 3) Practice every day

| am excited about working with all of the talented students | have at

Ritchie Park and am looking forward to our winter concert in January!

Sincerely,
Mrs. Kanowith
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