
tried to modify the plans for the 
2009-2010 school year accord-
ingly. 

You’ll see many of the most popu-
lar PTA-sponsored events retained 
on the schedule, with others being 
modified to fit YOUR interests. 

The PTA does need volunteers 
more than ever before, given the 
continued cutbacks to our school’s 
budget.  Please consider offering 
just an hour or two of help a 
month—either during the day or 
at home at night.  It ALL makes a 
difference! 

Whether you’re new to the Ritchie 
Park community or an old pro at or-
ganizing PTA events, the 2009-2010 
PTA Officers welcome you and hope 
you will join us in making this a great 
year for our school community! 

As many of you know, in the spring 
the PTA Board of Directors distrib-
uted a survey to parents, to find out 
more about what you liked/disliked 
about our PTA, and about how the 
PTA could be doing a better job to 
serve you and your children. 

Over the summer, the Board re-
viewed the feedback received from 
these surveys and in response has 

THE RPES PTA WELCOMES YOU! 

FALL 2009 PTA SCHEDULE 

September 17th  Back to School Night 
October 6th, 7:30pm  PTA Mtg/Volunteer Training 
October 23rd   Pizza Bingo 
November 3rd, 7:30pm PTA Meeting 
November 17th  International Night 
November 21st  Ice Skating @ Cabin John 
Nov 30th - Dec 4th  Scholastic Book Fair 
December 1st, 7:30pm PTA Meeting / Mixer 
December 3rd   TBD: PM event (e.g., movie night) 

Welcome to Ritchie Park! 

How to join the Ritchie Park PTA Listserv 

Upcoming Events...Volunteers Needed! 

Directory forms due 9/18!    
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2009-2010 Ritchie Park  

PTA Officers 

Richard Hart, President 
theharts99@yahoo.com 
301-424-3446 
 
Jennifer Young, President-Elect 
jeneric@comcast.net 
301-309-8764 
 
Laura Degnon, Vice-President 
lauradegnon@yahoo.com 
301-309-8955 
 
Cheryl Moss Herman,  
Vice-President  
hermanfour@msn.com 
301-610-6634 
 
Sharri Freedman, Secretary 
Sharribeth@aol.com 
301-251-4478 

 

Linda Montgomery, Treasurer 

Limontgomery@yahoo.com 

301-762-6057 

The Ritchie Park Listserv 
We’re not on Twitter (yet), but we do send out 
emails on a regular basis to let parents know 
about important upcoming events, and to pass 
along valuable information from the Montgom-
ery County PTA about our schools.  Join today 
and stay informed!  Simply send an email to: 
RPESPTA-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
There is no need to write anything in the body 
of your email. You will receive a response with 
directions for completing your subscription.   
(Or make it even easier and sign up via the Di-
rectory Form!) 

         The Ritchie Park Elementary School PTA:  Working together to make a difference  

           Visit our web site:  http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/ritchieparkes/ 



The 2009-2010 PTA calendar kicks off 
with two great family events: 

Pizza Bingo—October 23rd 

Held at St. Raphael’s school (across 
from Ritchie Park), Pizza Bingo is a kid 
favorite that allows RPES students a 
chance to play bingo and win prizes, 
while their families enjoy pizza, sand-
wiches, and salads (and the company of 
other families).  It’s a great first event 
of the school year! 

 

International Night—November 17th 

This annual Ritchie Park favorite draws RPES parents from 
many diverse cultural backgrounds who set up  an amazing ar-
ray of table-top displays.  
Toys, clothing, art, costumes, 
entertainment (and more!) 
are showcased. This event 
isn’t the same without partici-
pation from our community.  
Sign up later in the fall to do a 
display—and bring your fam-
ily for a fun-filled evening!   

school—even if you’ve taken the training 
in the past.  The main training will be 
held after the PTA meeting on the eve-
ning of October 6th.  At least one addi-
tional training will be held during the 
school day—look for a flyer with the 
date/time. 

Want to know more?  Contact a PTA 
Board member if you’re interested in 
volunteering or would be willing to coor-
dinate the in-school volunteers. 

Volunteers are not only needed for EVERY 
PTA-sponsored event, but Ritchie Park 
needs your help too.  Volunteers help 
young children open milk cartons and food 
bags in the cafeteria, make copies for busy 
teachers, re-shelve library books, and help 
in the classroom.  You DON’T have to vol-
unteer a lot of hours, either….the school is 
happy for any that you can contribute. 

Be sure, however, that you attend the Vol-
unteer training held in the fall.  This train-
ing is required for all volunteers in the 

UPCOMING PTA -SPONSORED EVENTS 

KEY INFORMATION ABOUT IN-SCHOOL VOLUNTEERING 

Donating to the Fall PTA Fundraiser—a letter con-
taining additional details will be coming home soon. 

Linking your Giant, Safeway, Bloom, and Harris Tee-
ter bonus cards to Ritchie Park...so a percentage of 
every dollar you spend comes back to our school.  
Look for the flyer in your child’s Friday folder! 

Collecting Box Tops!  Look for the 
Box Top symbol on products you pur-
chase, cut them out, and send them 
in with your kids. 

EASY WAYS TO HELP THE PTA AND YOUR CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 
It’s true—the PTA must raise money.  But where do 
these funds go?  Aren’t all of the school’s expenses 
paid for by the county?  The short answer is NO.  Our 
school depends upon the PTA for many essential   
ACADEMIC items, including books, musical instru-
ments, and school supply reimbursements for teach-
ers (so they don’t have to pay for these out of pocket)
—as well as equipment like the sound system in the 
APR and digital overhead projectors.  The PTA also 
supports needy students and cultural programs. 

In addition to joining the PTA, you can help the PTA 
with its fundraising in many ways, including:  
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Room parent coordinator 
Co-chair(s) for Interna-
tional Night 
Directory team members 
Lunchroom volunteers 
Pizza Bingo volunteers 
Room parents for individ-
ual classrooms 
Cultural arts committee 
Community service com-
mittee  members 

 

PTA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


