
these countries to life, and some-
thing from every continent to make 
it work! 
  
It’s also great when the event can 
include live entertainment. Does 
your child belong to a Chinese 
school with a singing or yo-yo 
group? Do you play an instrument 
and know a song traditional to an-
other country? Can you teach a 
dance to all the kids? Don't be shy. 
Consider this an International Open 
Mic! Please contact Cindy Cotte 
Griffiths and let her know. 301-309

-9018/cgriffiths@verizon.net. 

We need parents to help us teach our 
children about the world! At Ritchie 
Park’s Annual International Night, 
families will fill the gym with displays, 
music, and activities.  However, it 
can’t happen without lots of help. 
Please start thinking about something 
you can share from a specific country
-- such as a craft, costume, demon-
stration, photo album, picture, art-
work, dance, game, toy or other idea. 
We welcome everything whether it is 
from your heritage or your vacation! 
Students “travel” around the Gym 
visiting many different countries with 
a “passport” which will be stamped 
for a prize. We need parents to bring 

INTERNATIONAL NIGHT IS BACK! 

FALL 2009 PTA SCHEDULE 

October 6th, 7:00pm Volunteer Training/PTA Mtg. 
October 23rd  Pizza Bingo @ St. Raphael’s 
November 3rd, 7:30pm PTA Meeting 
November 17th  International Night @ RPES 
November 21st  Ice Skating @ Cabin John 
Nov 30th - Dec 4th  Scholastic Book Fair @ RPES 
December 1st, 7:30pm PTA Meeting / Mixer 

Next PTA family eventτPizza BingoτOctober 23rd,                                
{ǘΦ wŀǇƘŀŜƭΩǎΣ рΥолǇƳ 

PTA events and meeting updates (p. 1-2) 

Sally Foster and Magnet Sales are underway (p. 2) 

Volunteers needed for flu-mist clinic (p. 2) 

RITCHIE PARK 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

PTA NEWSLETTER  

SEPTEMBER 25, 2009 

2009-2010 Ritchie Park  

PTA Officers 

Richard Hart, President 
theharts99@yahoo.com 
301-424-3446 
 
Jennifer Young, President-Elect 
jeneric@comcast.net 
301-309-8764 
 
Laura Degnon, Vice-President 
lauradegnon@yahoo.com 
301-309-8955 
 
Cheryl Moss Herman,  
Vice-President  
hermanfour@msn.com 
301-610-6634 
 
Sharri Freedman, Secretary 
Sharribeth@aol.com 
301-251-4478 

 

Linda Montgomery, Treasurer 

Limontgomery@yahoo.com 

301-762-6057 

The Ritchie Park Listserv 
Don’t forget to sign up for the Ritchie Park PTA 
listserv today!  Simply send an email to: RPESPTA-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
There is no need to write anything in the body of 
your email. You will receive a response with direc-
tions for completing your subscription.   

         The Ritchie Park Elementary School PTA:  Working together to make a difference  

           Visit our web site:  http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/ritchieparkes/ 

Ice Skating nightτmark your calendar! 
Welcome winter by coming to Ritchie Park’s Ice 
Skating night: Saturday, November 21st, 6:30pm, 
at the Cabin John Ice Skating Rink (behind Mont-
gomery Mall).  Questions? Contact Paige Rothfeld 
at: paigerothfeld@gmail.com. 

mailto:cgriffiths@verizon.net


After taking a break from our Sally Foster sales last year, 
the PTA is giving it another go, given the wrapping pa-
per’s popularity among parents, neighbors, and ex-
tended family members.  The paper is of extremely 
good quality and is a great deal when you consider the 
cost per square foot.  Sally Foster also 
offers treats and other gift items.  You 
should have already seen the catalog 
and order forms in a recent Friday 
folder; sales run from 9/14 to 10/9.  If 
you have questions, please contact 
Erin Lobato/301-922-2545 or Maureen 
Murphy/301-294-2940. 

you to her email list.  If you’d like to vol-
unteer in another capacity, just contact 
one of our board members and let them 
know of your interests.  Even an hour or 
two a month is a big help! 

And remember, all volunteersτold and 
newτmust attend the annual PTA 
training.  The evening session will take 
place on October 6th at 7:00pm.  At 
least one daytime training session will 
also be held; the time will be announced 
soon. 

The PTA thanks the many volunteers who 
have already been to the school to help 
out at lunch, at recess, and in the class-
rooms.  Many more of you added your 
names to our lists at the first PTA meeting.   
Thanks to you as well! 

For those of you who have not been able 
to help out yet, we welcome your partici-
pation.  If you’re interested in volunteer-
ing at lunch/recess, please contact Natalie 
Childs at:  gnatchilds@msn.com.  Natalie 
can provide you with a schedule and add 

ITõS SALLY FOSTER TIME AGAIN . . .  

THANKS TO THE VOLUNTEERS! (BUT MORE HELP IS NEEDED) 

PREPARE THOSE SHOPPING LISTS 
One of most enjoyable events of our PTA year is the an-
nual Scholastic Book Fair.  Organized by the PTA and the 
Media Center Staff, this event offers dozens and dozens of 
titles for children—and adults!  Many terrific bargains are 
available, and kids love the opportunity to browse.  Since 
this year’s Book Fair falls just before the holiday season, 
be sure to have your gift lists ready, and please consider 
buying a few extra books for the classrooms.  Teacher  
wish lists will be available for each class—
just inside the Media Center doors.  Mark 
your calendars for the Fair dates: Novem-
ber 3rdτDecember 4th...See you there!        
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In-school volunteer coor-
dinator 
Room parent coordinator 
NEW!  Five parents 
needed to assist with the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Cƭǳ-Mist clinic on 
Monday, October 5 from 
9:00amς12:00pm.  Con-
tact Richard Hart at the-
harts99@yahoo.com/301-
424-3446 if you can help! 

URGENT VOLUNTEER NEEDS! 

NEW! CAR MAGNETS FOR SALE 
By the time this newsletter goes to press, many 
of you will have already seen (and hopefully 
purchased) the terrific new Ritchie Park Pan-
ther magnets.  They’re similar in color to the 
Proud Panther stickers (that you see every day 
on our students) but are 5 1/2 inches in diame-
ter and will stick to your car or fridge.  The 
magnets are selling for $5 each, and proceeds 
will help the PTA purchase academic and other 
supplies for teachers and the school, and sup-
port our students in many other ways.        

PTA MEETING UPDATE 

On September 2nd, the PTA held its first meeting 
of the school year.  The meeting opened with 
brief remarks from Mrs. Dougherty regarding her 
retirement effective November 1st; Mrs. Coates 
followed and expressed her excitement to be at 
RPES.  PTA President Richard Hart welcomed the 
group and talked about the many things the PTA 
does for the school and the students; attendees 
were encouraged to join the PTA and volunteer in 
any capacity!  The meeting ended with a short 
mixer and an opportunity to sign up for various 
activities.  Be sure to join us for our next meeting 
on October 6thτvolunteer training starts at 
7:00pm; the PTA meeting will follow at 7:30! 


