
ley, Kelley and Don Wynne, Nata-
lie and Melanie Childs, Kristen Swig-
gett, Reesa Grossman, Maria Fernan-
dez-Johnson, Roxana Hall, Aaron Bach, 
and Kelsey McLoughlin.  We'd also like 
to recognize our sponsors who so gen-
erously supported this event: Whole 
Foods Market, Starbucks, Shoppers 
Food & Pharmacy, White Flint Florist 
and the Khaledan family, and the Lang-
sam, Peele, Swiggett, Lukish, Kamin-
sky, and Mintz families.  

Donations towards the purchase of a 
plaque honoring Mrs. Dougherty are 
still being accepted and should be 
forwarded to the school office, Atten-
tion:  Principal's Gift. 

The RPES community came together this 
past Tuesday to say farewell to our prin-
cipal, Mrs. Dougherty, and to show our 
appreciation for her 14 years of leader-
ship and service.  Thanks to the efforts of 
many, it was a wonderful retirement trib-
ute attended by students, parents, 
staff, and a number of former PTA board 
members.    

Special thanks to the retirement recep-
tion committee members:  Cindy 
McLoughlin, Laurie Adcock, Laura Bach, 
Rita Cornish, Sujata Finn, Cat Good-
year, Cindy Griffiths, and Erin Lo-
bato.  Additional thanks to the many vol-
unteers who contributed to the event 
including:  Susan Fontyn, Linda Mont-
gomery, Rachel Cohen, Maribeth O'Mal-

PTA SPONSORS A FOND FAREWELL TO MRS . DOUGHERTY 

FALL-WINTER 2009-10 PTA SCHEDULE 

October 23rd   Pizza Bingo 
November 3rd, 7:30pm  PTA Meeting 
November 17th   International Night 
November 21st   Ice Skating @ Cabin John 
Nov 30th - Dec 4th  Scholastic Book Fair 
December 1st, 7:30pm  PTA Meeting / Mixer 
December 3rd, 6:30-8:30pm Storytelling Night  
January 29th, 2010                   Music and Dance Night 
February 2nd, 2010               PTA Meeting 
February 25th,2010              Community Service Night 

Pizza Bingo—5:30pm on Friday, October 23rd! 

PTA-sponsored Reception for Mrs. Dougherty (p. 1) 

Upcoming Events (p. 2) 

Nutrition talk at November 3rd PTA meeting (p. 2) 
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2009-2010 Ritchie Park  

PTA Officers 

Richard Hart, President 
theharts99@yahoo.com 
301-424-3446 
 
Jennifer Young, President-Elect 
jeneric@comcast.net 
301-309-8764 
 
Laura Degnon, Vice-President 
lauradegnon@yahoo.com 
301-309-8955 
 
Cheryl Moss Herman,  
Vice-President  
hermanfour@msn.com 
301-610-6634 
 
Sharri Freedman, Secretary 
Sharribeth@aol.com 
301-251-4478 

 

Linda Montgomery, Treasurer 

Limontgomery@yahoo.com 

301-762-6057 

         The Ritchie Park Elementary School PTA:  Working together to make a difference  

           Visit our web site:  http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/ritchieparkes/ 

What has our PTA been up to lately? 

The 2009-2010 school directories are 
almost complete, and should be issued 
to all students in mid-November.    

The Ritchie Park Listserv 
Don’t forget to sign up for the Ritchie Park PTA 
listserv today!  Simply send an email to: RPESPTA-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
There is no need to write anything in the body of 
your email. You will receive a response with direc-
tions for completing your subscription.   



International NightτNovember 17th 

November isn’t quite here yet, but it’s not too early to 
start planning to participate in the Ritchie Park Interna-
tional Night on November 17th.  Remember, we need 
parents to display crafts, costumes, photos, artwork, 
and/or toys, and to demonstrate dances and games.  
It’s important that we have all of the continents repre-
sented, so that kids will be able to collect stamps from 
each of them on their passports.  Put your thinking 
caps on, and start assembling your display TODAY!  We 
also need two additional co-chairs to assist event chair 
Cindy Griffiths.  If you’re interested in co-chairing, or if 
you have questions about the event, please contact her 
at: cgriffiths@verizon.net. 

Skate NightτNovember 21st 

Don't forget to mark your calendars 
for the PTA–sponsored Cabin John 
Skate Night, Saturday, November 21st 

from 6:30-8pm.   The 5th grade will selling pizza and 
drinks in advance of the event.  More information will 
follow in the coming weeks.   

Book Fair and Storytelling Night (NEW!) 

Don’t forget that the Scholastic Book Fair is approaching 
and volunteers are needed to set up, staff the fair, and 
disassemble the displays afterwards.  Sale dates are 
11/30-12/4; look for a flyer in the backpacks soon.  If you 
need information or want to volunteer now, contact Erin 
Lobato at erin_lobato@hotmail.com, or Kelly Wynne at 
kwynne100@aol.com.    

Also, as a special treat during Book Fair week, the PTA 

will be sponsoring a Storytelling night on December 3rd, 

from 6:30-8:30pm. Mrs. Coates, teachers, and parents 

will read books aloud in the classrooms and the evening 

will end with a professional storyteller in the all-purpose 

room from 7:30-8:30.  Questions? Contact Erin Lobato or 

Cat Goodyear at catgoodyear@gmail.com. 

class, who sold the most items.  A very 
special thanks go to Erin Lobato and 
Maureen Murphy for taking on this im-
portant responsibility, and thanks to all of 
the families who sold and purchased pa-
per and other items during the drive! 
 
Please also remember that you can STILL 
make Sally Foster purchases online at 
www.sallyfoster.com and designate 
Ritchie Park to receive a percent of your 
(or your family’s) purchase.  

Sally Foster was back with a bang this year, 
and sales reached a total of $11,179. This 
means over $5500 was raised to support 
Ritchie Park.  Although student participa-
tion was lower than in past years, the stu-
dents who did sell did a terrific job!  The 
3rd and 2nd grades had the highest level of 
participation at approximately 22 percent 
each, and each grade will receive an extra 
recess for their efforts.  Individual winners 
included Michael Gauthier in Mrs. Madi-
son's class, who achieved the highest dollar 
level of sales, and Caleb Hart in Mrs. Hope's 

UPCOMING PTA -SPONSORED EVENTS 

SALLY FOSTER SALES SOAR! 

obesity are on the rise, such as diabetes, heart disease, 

high blood pressure, and certain cancers.  Combat the 

obesity epidemic and other health problems caused by 

poor diet.  Dr. Stephanie Hart (a pediatrician and an 

RPES parent) will discuss how to put your family on the 

right path to a healthy and long life. 

NUTRIT ION TALK AT THE NOVEMBER 3RD PTA MEETINGñ7:30PM 
Get some great tips for healthier meals and 

snacks.  Find out about the foods that will help your 

child to learn more and avoid "sugar crashes."  Learn 

ways to encourage your child to choose healthier 

foods.  Currently, almost one third of American chil-

dren are overweight.  Diseases linked to poor diet and 
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PTA Vice-president 
Cheryl Herman for or-
chestrating the design 
and purchase of the 
great RPES magnets 
(still available for pur-
chase!) 
Natalie Childs for orga-
nizing the lunchroom 
volunteers 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO. . .  

mailto:erin_lobato@hotmail.com
mailto:kwynne100@aol.com

